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THE 

LIGHT   OF   NATURE 

PURSUED. 
VOL.  in.     PART   IV. 

C  H  A  P.     XXVI. 
Doing  all  for  the  Glory  of  God. 

WE  have  now  travcrfcd  the  holy  ground 
of  Religion  taking  with  us  the  candle 
of  Reafon  to  aHift  in  difcovcring  thofe  fpots 
that  had  been  obfcured  by  error,  mifapprehen- 
fion,  and  injudicious  zeil :  we  have  found  all 
the  Buildings  there  eredted  upon  the  bafis  of 
"human  nature,  calculated   to  fupply  its  mod 
prefling  wanes,  and  fo  contrived  as  to  join  in 
one  uniform  pkn  with  the  ftrudtures  of  found- 
■cft  Philofophy.      We   have   adventured,    but 
fWith'  reverential  and  cautious  boldnefs,  to  ap- 
proach the  facred  myfteries,  have  minutely  ex- 
amined the  theological    Virtues,  which  are  the 
fum   of  all  the  law  and   the  prophets,  and  I 
•may  add  of  the  Gofpel  too,  traced  the  divine 
A  2  ccccncmy 
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oeconomy  along  the  ftcps  taken  for  perfcdling 
the  human  fpecies,  and  enquired  into  the  na- 
ture and  efficacy  of  thofe  called  divine  fervices, 
and  of  the  ritual,  endeavouring  to  clear  them 
from  the  idea  of  magic  apd  arbitrary  com* 
mand,  too  frequently  annexed  by  the  ill-dc- 
figning,  or  the  unwary.  It  is  now  time  to 
iflue  forth  from  the  fanc^uary  into  the  open 
world,  that  wc  may  there  exemplify  in  cur 
practice  the  good  fentiments  we  have  ftorcd  up 
in  our  hearts:  for  we  have  feen  that  divine 
fervices  are  not  righteoufncfs  in  themfelves, 
they  are  oqly  if  duly  performed  the  fure  means 
of  attaining  it,  and  neceilary  expedients  /or 
keeping  it  alive;  even  Faith,  though  the  fole 
iaving  principle,  is  better  flrengchened  by 
works  done  in  purfuance  of  its  impulfes,  than 
by  aivy  devotions  or  meditations  whatfoever. 

And  the  very  precept  which  I  have  ukea 
for  the  text  of  this  Chaptfer,  though  at  firft 
fight  it  may  appear  to  attach  us  more  dofely  to 
our  feligious  exercifes,  yet  upon  a  nearer  in* 
fpedipp  will  b?  found  relative  to  our  commerce 
in  the  l^ufy  wprld.  For  we  cannot  live  always 
in  a  Church,  we  pinpoc  pais  our  whole  tim^  in 
hymris  and  hallelaiaha}  the  fupplies  of  our  nap 
tural  ufanta  deman4  %  ihare  ojf  oar  auentioo, 
the  care  of  our  fomilies,  the  dpties  of  our  calU 
iog»  the  defence  of  onr  perfops,  properties  and 
cbara^crs  a^ajnft  injuries  9^^  dangers,  and  the 
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iDtercoarfe  among  mankind  mail  noc  be  ncg- 

If  then  wc  arc  to  do  ail  things  for  the  Glory 

of  God,  we  muft  learn  to  do  ihefc  things  for 

tbtcfldj  for  fince  they  muft  be  done^  if  wc 

hiH  not  that  principle  to  a(^uate  us  in  the  do- 

lAg,  we  (hall  fall  defective  of  our  obedience: 

hence  it  becomes  a  conQdcrable  part  of  Reli- 

gioa  to  ftudy  how  we  may  fulfill  what  wc 

owe  to  the  divine  glory  in  the  common  tranf- 

anions  of  life;  a  harder  fcience  to  be  attained, 

tbn  that  of  paying  our  devotions  rightly  at  the 

aiiar.    For  here  the  folcmnity  of  the  place,  and 

all  around  us,  help  to  lift  our  hearts  to  heaven, 

and  nothing  more  is  needful  than  vigilance  to 

keep  our  thoughts  attentive  to  their  objefti  but 

fofanftify  our  bufincfs,  our  converfations,  our 

pleafures,  to  keep  fteady  along  the  line  of  our 

grand  aiiB  when  there  are  a  thoufand  by-ob* 

jcds  foliciting  on  all   fides,  this  is  a  dlfHcult 

taik  10  Qianage^  fo  difficplr,  that  to  many  it 

will  feem  impofEble- 

For  they  will  be  apt  to  fay  it  is  not  in  human 
nature  to  have  God  always  in  the  thoughts : 
dangers,  prcfling  neccffities,  and  urgent  en- 
gagements will  force  our  whole  attention  from 
us,  the  tranfadions  of  the  world  fcverally  re- 
quire a  train  of  imagination  pcculUr  to  them- 
fclves,  familiar  converfation  and  neccflary  re- 
creation are  not  of  a  nature  to  mingle  with  hea- 
retdf  ideas.     All  this  is  very  true,  but  why 
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ihcoli  chqr  thfnk  ic  oece^rr,  ths  to  do  aS 
ihir.gs  fsr  :hc  Glcry  cf  God  wc  miid  fcavr 
him  a!  jrays  in  tiie  tbcirghrs  ?  I  as  fi»  cc  rest- 
fen  for  fdcb  an  apprefcenfioo  imlds  firocn  the 
in]cdki0O9  zeal  of  £xne  wrieen,  who  fecm  to 
(cqoire  a  pcrpetul  drrotioo  of  miod  even  in 
the  fDoft  cridoig  empfenrments.  Whether  tbej 
reall/  mean  fa  imidi  as  thej  ezpre6  I  cannot 
take  opon  me  to  deteroiioe,  their  adtmrers  will 
not  allow  them  capable  of  this  cztraTagance, 
hot  infift  they  are  to  be  underftood  wkh  fc»ne 
reflridions :  if  fc,  they  are  farelj  to  bbme  for 
not  having  marked  cat  choie  reftri&ions,  for 
the  ftrain  wherein  they  talk  of  a  derout  in- 
tention  running  through  all  oar  adions  univer* 
fally,  is  enough  to  nnke  an  unwary  reader 
imagine  he  is  to  buckle  his  (hoes,  to  ¥ra(h  his 
hands,  to  call  for  the  newfpaper  at  a  cofiee- 
houfc,  with  a  dired  intention  of  pleafing  God- 
thereby,  or  they  will  be  fo  many  fins  and  de«^ 
fertions  of  his  fervice. 

But  befides  that  liich  inceflant  adoration  it 
utterly  impradicable,  it  would  be  mifcfaievoDt 
in  many  cafes ;  for  there  are  vile  and  trivial  of'* 
fices  whereto  we  are  fubjeded  unavoidabljrbjT 
the  condition  of  our  nature,  as  has  been  alraidj|H 
obferved  in  the  Chapters  on  Purity  and  Majeftj^* 
among  which  to  introduce  a  thought  of  GrttR, 
muft  tend  greatly  to  his  difhonour,  as  defiKjuip- 
and  debafing  the  idea  of  him  in  our  hbuttr' 
1  hus  it  is  fo  far  from  being  a  dOty  to  have  Wi 
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CIup-  26-  Dowg  ail  fir  ihi  Ghy  c/God.  7 
dlways  iQ  contemplation,  that  Qur  dut>:  obligei 
OS  IQ  banlib  fucU  dioughts  as  would  incrudp 
jpan  (omc  pccafions,  wherein  to  give  ihcm  rc- 
:ption  would  be  highly  irreverent,  and  a  di- 
rcdl  breach  of  the  third  conamandjiient:  for  ic 
i$  oot  for  the  bare  found  of  words  uttered,  hai 
the  iateroperance  of  mind  giving  veat  to 
^them,  that  oonc  will  be  -holdco  gujlileis  whp 
tAkeih  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain. 

2,   Neverthclets  wc  are  taught.  Whether  ye 
^t,  or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to 
ic  Glory  of  God;  and  reafon  joins  in  with  tlie 
|i£tates  of  authority  to  add  her  fanftion  to  this 
cpu    The  ftoics  held,  that  the  \vife  or  per- 
roan  would  a^  right  becaufe  it  was  right, 
and   thcrcfcre   would   aft    invariably  Co^   for 
there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in  every  mmuteft 
idkm :  he  then  to  whom  reditude  is  the  folc 
10(1  ve,  will  purfue  it  in  trifles  as  well  as  mat- 
of  moment :  bat  the  Qowife,  though  many 
ies  doing  right  things,  never  a£^  rightly,  bc- 
lufc  they  do  them  upon  fonne  other  motiv^ 
jvithout  which  they  would  have  omitted  themi 
iving  no  imo^edlate  love  of  reditude  for  ity 
m  fake. 

Wc  have  found  in  the  courfe  of  this  work, 

rectitude  has  Dot  a  fubilantiality  or  didindt 

ieocc  of  its  own,  but  fiibuib  in  the  rclatior)] 

happinefs,  tbofe  adiooi  being  rie;ht  wi 

>Q  every  occafioa  tend  moft  effu 

li«.     Wc  have  acknowledged  il^ai 

A  4 


C2X  t^srr^  zxz  rrrrrr  tz  asz  bsrajk 
ki?  arrrEot  ^  T£ir2:z  ct  pcver,  cr  do- 
zrirrxL  or  r^tsr^jri  free:  oar  ^ilmg  ycc  is  k 
)!^i'M2i  r£  lif  Ghrj,  bcciai  die  g^orifjiag 
hV:r:  ar-z'-r  h  of  :ic  wt»:ft  mij  n  iiii  u^  the 
tooi  cf  r-ii  cr*r-rK.  It  is  tree  xbere  kive 
bcsx  sTi&'T  ptrriroji  sod  cieAioSsic  chsags 
doQC  rridcr  prctiorc  cf  gloriijrjg  hioi.  boc 
lit  ic  were  thse  crT-:*^  of  fapcriiricE  sdj  iniBni- 
^KTiTJt  ^tkj  J  *r,c  :o  there  bzre  bcm  errors  in 
Vi£*ciz^.r  trA  ir.  zcteispente  zesJ  for  virtue, 
wh'xh  bivt  c^'jftd  great  mifchiefs:  but  what- 
e-.e-  ii  reillr  ird  truly  done  for  the  g?cfy  of 
Cvr.  i^v£-c^<  the  haf^inefs  of  the  performer 
arc  of  hi  fellow  cTcatares,  and  thcfcbj  be- 
C'.tr,ti  t?.e  f'jndarr.eniil  role  of  rcciinide. 

But  whoevn-  poffclTirs  a  full  and  lively  ieofe 
of  the  divine  G!ory,  which  we  have  before 
called  the  faving  Faith,  will  macifcft  it  in  bis 
conduct  by  a  cr^nftant  readinefs  to  do  the  Will 
of  God  in  all  things;  whereby  muft  not  be  Qn« 
derftood  doing  the  things  he  is  willing  fliooM  be 
done,  for  that  we  all  do  wichout  intermiflioo; 
hot  doing  them  upon  the  motive  of  thdr  beiif 
his  Will.  For  nothing  ever  befalls  throaghooi 
the  Univerfe  without  the  appointment  or  per- 
miflion  of  our  heavenly  Father;  therefore 
when  we  fin,  we  do  what  he  was  williif 
(hoixld  be  done,  bccaofe  he  was  able  to  have 
prevented  us,  and  his  permiflion  of  the  fio 
proves  him  willing  to  let  our  wickednefi  laiift 

it! 
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iu  courfe,  and  is  an  evidence  that  fome  great 
good  will  accrue  therefrom  to  the  yxilvcrfe^ 
redoufiding  to  his  glory.     Hence  it  appears, 
that  we  cannot  be  faid  to  do  the  Will  of  God 
uokft  when  we  z(X  upon  that  intention^  when 
we  choofe  one  out  of  feveral  adions  in  our 
power,  as  being  in  our  judgement  apprehended 
moft  agreeable  in  his  fight,  and  moft  conducive 
to  his  glory,  of  any  thing  we  can  turn  our 
hands  to  at  prefent:  and  whoever  could  a6  in- 
variably throughout  all  parts  of  his  conduct 
upon  this  motive,  how  fmall  foever  were  his 
natural  ulents  and  acquired  accomplift)mcnt% 
would  be  that  pcrfed  or  wife  man  imagined  by 
the  Stoics,  but  never  yet  found,  except  once, 
among  the  Sons  of  Adam. 

It  remains  to  be  explained,  bow  we  can  ^ii 
always  with  intcniion  to  do  the  \^  ill  oi  (jfA 
withoor  having  him  always  in  our  ihcu^rhtt^  fx 
how  we  can  purlue  an  tad  without  ho>ii:.jj  it 
in  contemplation  during  ever)*  ^.ep  of  lu^  :^ur- 
fuit:  and  this  we  mav  cuickiv  icarn  bv  v.h'.O- 
inz  on  the  narrcwneii  of  c;:.:  cwt-  co::;V'*::/:?^ 
fioD,  which  is  {tid'jzn  c^p^tbit  vf  :f:\i.:..:  y  r:^*: 
whoje  pi^n  of  a  dtrSgn  whiie  tr-f/.v*:  v.  •;.•: 
Oeaunrs  rcqcii::c  fx  c'jsr;i\ew*::*v  r.      I-  v^k 
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c,  cKx^jiirii:  z>^' 


^f . 


ihcy  probib':;-  nr^i 
far  2  ca-jmrn: :  bei:;-:-.'t  •.-.!:.•    .  :.ct:' '.i.:*..-.;;   it 
io  )aT2t,  iLst  ai  tar  ;V:iit  ^-fc:/.t  r   vi.;.  •rz-.tMl 
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to  the  Attributes,  to  the  plan  of  Providencie 
flowing  from  thence,  and  to  all  the  niinute  ob- 
jects, requifice  for  their  diredion  in  performing 
the  pan6  allotted  them  in  the  execution  of  it : 
fo  that  while  bufied  in  giving  motion  to  little 
particles  of  msKter  for  carrying  on  the  courfts 
of  Nature,  they  can  difcern  the  ufes  of  what 
they  do,  its  tendency  to  uphold  the  ftupendous 
order  of  the  Univerfc,  and  happinefs  of  the 
creatures  wherein  God  is  glorified. 

But  our  underftandings  are  far  lefs  capaciouf, 
wherefore  oar  profpefts  are  fcanty,  and  of  thoft 
lying  within  our  compais  there  it  only  one 
fmall  fpot  in  the  centre  that  we  can  difcera 
dearly  and  diftindtly,  fo  are  forced  to  turn  oar 
eye  fuccelTively  to  the  feveral  parts  of  a  feeM 
before  us  to  take  the  neceflary  guidance  for  oar 
meafures.     When  we  have  fixed  upon  the 
lyieans  requifite  for  effeding   a   purpofe^  our 
whole  attention  to  them  is  often  litde  enoug^i 
to  carry  us  through  in  the  profecution»  tod 
were  we  perpetually  to  hold  the  porpofe  k 
contemplatioUy  it  muft  interrupt  and  might  vkf 
terly  defeat  its  own  accompliihmenL    He  dMt 
travels    to  London   muft  not    keep  hi%   ey» 
continually  gazii^  upon  Paul's  Aee|de»  nor  U| 
thoughts  nmiinatii^  upon  the  bofineis  he  it  IQ  - 
do,  or  pleafures  he  is  to  take  tbece :  he  na 
mind  the  road  as  he  goes  along,  he  muft  laolj 
for  a  good  inn,  and  take  care  to  order  accpr 
modations  and  refreflimeiits  for  himfelf  andi 
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26.  Dm^  all  fit  ti 

Bet  whaterer  ftcps 
I  of  fbme  end,  arc  al^^ 
I  wtbesr  mocbet  and  wc  *i^i 

of  fpeech  to  aft  di  Ai 
raa  CO  gaiQ  our  cnd^  ihots^  w 
rrcrr  znomcnt  in  view*     So  if 
GDiDe  to  town  upon  z  rbarttible  dcipi  «r 
amr  Brni*^  fimny  in  alBiciion  or  ^*r«^  t 
dmfii.  ipany,  his  bbocrr  -n 

or  wy  ocbcr  feaibnable 
joorucy  and  every  part  of  k, 
the  way,  while  boflliDg  tbroogb  aGra«»d»  w4 
hudr^  ..  .^T^^  IQD^  ^^5  30  2£i  q(  cittriry  | 

fofiDc. .1  a  bencvoleni  intcotioiL 

lo  like  manner  whatever  fcbecnrs  ne  Sif  < 
upon  the  principle  of  glorifying  God  ft|f  p 
moitog  tbe  happinefs  of  his  creatotts  or  s 
OK  of  ihctn,  whether  they  lead  us  to  ^  c 
of  oor  heaUh,  or  oar  popcrticsi  to 
bii^eii  or  recreation,  we  may  be  craly  wmi 
poperly  faid  to  ad:  with  intention  ta  hii  Wl^ 
dkongb  daring  the  proftcudon  we  iboold  be 
totals  tied  in  worldly  concertii^  and  vdum 

upwun  i^nlible  objefi:$* 

When  buiied  in  my  Chapters,  laboorio^  to 
tiace  tbe  mazes  of  Providence  and  (how  thai  io 
the  I'cvcrcft  difpenfations  they  never  terminate 
5(1  evil,  how  dcfeftive  focver  the  perfjfoiP^ 
the  intention  fccms  to  be  good  :  after 
ling  awhile  the  ideas  begin  10  darken,  t»ie 
Btnul  organs  to  grow  fUff,  and  ihe  f^  -^  ^-x* 
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hauded ;  I  thch  perceive  the  beft  thing  I  can 
do  for  proceeding  on  any  work,  is  to  lay  in  a 
fre(h  ftock  by  fome  exercife  or  diverfion,  which 
may  enable  me  to  refume  the  microfcope  and 
telefcope  with  recruited  vigour.  So  I  Tally 
forth  from  my  cavern  in  quefl:  of  any  little 
amufement  that  may  offer :  perhaps  there  ia  aa 
exhibition  of  pictures ;  I  gaze  around  like  Cy^ 
mon  at  Iphigenia,  with  fuch  judgement  as  un- 
inftrudled  nature  can  fupply ;  I  meet  with  my 
acquaintance ;  one  being  connoifTeur  in  painting 
entertains  me  with  criticifms  founded  upon  the 
rules  of  art,  which  come  in  at  one  ear  and  go 
out  at  tother;  others  tell  me  of  the  weathw, 
of  general  warrants,  of  a  very  clever  political 
pamphlet,  a  rhapfody  of  Roufleau's,  or  a  flan* 
derous  poem,  which  becaufe  1  am  a  ftttdioM 
man  and  a  lover  of  wit,  they  recommend  to 
my  perufal :  I  endeavour  to  join  in  the  convcr* 
fatton  as  well  as  my  penury  of  fa(hioDaUD 
materials  will  permit,  and  cut  fuch  jokes  Ml 
can,  to  enliven-  it.  If  an  interval  happeqp 
wherein  there  is  nothing  to  engage  my  Snifii^ 
prefently  the  Mundane  Soul,  and  links  of  €00-^ 
nedtion  forming  the  general  intereft  will  be  •fi^'^ 
tempting  to  intrude  upon  me,  but  I  (hut  theow 
out  with  might  and  main,  for  fear  they  ihoiiUk 
draw  off  the  fupply  of  fpirits  as  faft  as  it 
in :  for  recreation  is  now  my  bufinefs^  and 
fublimeft  ideas  which  might  draw  on  a  la 
of  thought,  would  defeat  my  parpofe.   Never- 

thdeH 
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ibclds  while  engaged  in  thi$  ferics  of  trifleiy 
am  I  not  purfuing  my  main  mteniioni  even  in 
the  very  efforts  made  for  ihrofting  it  out  of  my 
fight  ?  and  if  my  firft  dcfign  bore  any  reference 
to  ihe  divine  Glory,  may  not  1  be  faJd  without 
icnpropriecy,  flill  to  a  A  for  the  fame  end  more 
e&dually  than  if  1  had  paflfed  the  time  in 
thought,  ilraiDing  fer? ors  of  prayers  and  devo- 
tion? 

3.   Since    then    whatever    onder    purpofes 
branch  ooc  from  one  principle,  and  were  taken 
up  becmuie  condacive  thereto^    are  elleemed 
pans   of  that,    and  every  thing  done  with  a 
view  to  accomplilh  them  is  done  for  the  main 
end  whereto  ihey  condadt ;  fince  the  ability, 
inftruments,     materials   and   opportuniticji   for 
performing  the  moll  important  ferviccs  wc  are 
capable  of,  depend  much  upon  the  condilipn 
ot  body  and  fptrits,  upon  externa)  accommoda- 
tions and  conveniences^    and  upon  our  inter* 
courfc  among  mankind ;  and  fince  irpon  every 
trivial    occafion  there  ts  a  right  and  a  wrong 
choice  to  be  taken,  ibme  lit  tie  prefent  accef- 
Ffiiw  or  remote  advance  to  be  made  towards  en* 
TOafing  the  flock  of  happ*:ncfs    in  the  ct^- 
•iooi  wherein  the  divine  Glory  is  roanifefted : 
Icoficeive  ic  poiTible  in  theory,  that  a  nun  may 
V  oat  his  whole  pUn  of  condu^i  his  com- 
OQ  anions  and  amufcmenrs  as  well  aa  hii 
licfotbns  and  cxerctfcs  of  virtue,  upon  that 
[ff)c  foundation,  the  Glory  of  God.    So  that  in 

the 
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tht  bufinefs  of  his  profeflion,  in  the  manage* 
ment  of  his  family,  in  the  cares  of  liis  health, 
in  his  concradts  and  his  contentions,  in  his 
fansiliar  converfations,  his  diverfions  and  plea- 
fures,  whether  he  eats  or  drinks,  or  whatfo- 
cver  he  does,  he  may  be  truly  faid  to  do  all 
^ith  intention  to  pleafe  God,  though  he  has 
him  not  always  in  his  thoughts ;  provided  iht 
fevcral  intentions  he  fucceffively  purfues  be- 
came fuch  upon  an  opinion  of  their  being  the 
propereft  meafures  could  then  be  uken  for 
contributing  towards  that  principal  end. 

But  before  I  begin  to  explain  my  notion  in 
vihsLt  manner  this  may  be  done,  J  (liallipremife 
two  obfervations,  very  needful  to  be  kept  in 
mind  for  our  better  fuccefs  in  the  attempt. 
One,  that  fuch  perfedt  holinefs  of  life,  altho' 
podible  in  theory,  I  do  not  apprehend  feafible 
in  practice :  the  other,  that  we  fhall  make  a 
nearer  approach  by  con&dering  it  as  a  defirable 
advantage,  than  being  driven  to  it  by  fear  as  aa 
indifpenfible  obligation. 

We  cannot  get  fo  entire  ma(^ery  over  our 
paflions  and  appetites,  but  they  will  often 
impell  to  adion  without  waiting  for  our  coa> 
mand,  and  many  times  we  have  not  unda> 
{landing  to  difcern  what  relation  our  prefeat 
proceedings  bear  to  our  principal  concern^  fi> 
muft  take  guidance  from  inferior  rules  and  do- 
fires,  or  fliall  ftand  wholly  inadive.  Wher^ 
fore  it  is  commonly  fuppofed,  .that-  our  prova^ 

I  fion» 
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fions  for  this  world  and  for  the  next,  have 
their  diftindl  provinces  belonging:  feparatcly  \o 
each ;  fometimes  we  are  to  I:\boiir  for  one,  iuid 
fomerimes  for  the  other :  for  to  make  one  in 
every  fingle  inftance  fubfervient  and  aiding  to 
ibe  other,  however  conceivable  in  fpccnlation 
and  defirable  in  idea,  is  beyond  the  ikill  of 
mortal  man  to  compafs.  This  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged true :  for  my  part  I  cannot  pretend  to 
come  near  ir,  nor  do  I  know  the  man  that 
does ;  but  we  have  all  rcafon  enough  to  join  in 
the  confefiion,  We  have  not  done  thofe  \\\\x\%% 
which  we  ought  to  have  done,  and  wc  have 
done  thofe  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have 
done,  and  there  is  no  health  in  us.  To  %^liac 
porpofe  then  may  it  be  f^id,  is  a  plan  of  c on- 
6xi6i  requiring  the  four.dtrft  vigorous  \\kMi 
prefcribed  to  us,  who  can  never  txj^<Ci  u,  #:/. 
ccnie  i:  with  cur  infirm  c'litzkd  coiiftiMj »,/,:, t ' 
To  this  purpofc,  bccauic  by  co:  Ttanr  c.  .'j.y.'M 
^z  iTiiy.rcGify  'hrrjz  of  the  C-Va^^'-.v  ■-.  '..i 
iflrhucl  bccy,  ar.f  fr^t  '^t  kr.OA  wa  -'.  v.  ..^^ 
p£r!:cLk:£  Vi'j:  z^\  bt  Ccpi\.t  ^f  ;.r,v/  -.^  •  -. 
:ibt':>:;cs  us  \z  :rv  r.  i..  .  u.-:  •:/''..•/:  v.*  « »^^ 
btT:i,2  o.r  i  J  ptf:  Lirj:-    :','  :\  -.*  i-*.  virifi    ■ 

^--  »'t  l^r-'ir::!::::  a**  iii\-T''  ''-   'Vr    •.  •.    -,       -. 
^tc:  vB.:3£Ti.  af  irjmii.>rr;  viit-iii'.v.*.    v'  r.- 
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ixxntict  and  forbearance  Li  all  mJs^  wbkh  cor 

JA^i&er  has  (ct  before  oa^    who  has  I&cwiiie 

dprdslj  en^Guied   as  co   be  pcrftd,    as   tser 

Farlier  which  is  ia  hca^ca  is  pcrfed.     \%lucii 

ablate  perfiu^ca  caonot  be  an  indUpmfiMc 

^uTf  acce£irjr  to  Salratiao,  bccmS^  k  far  ex- 

ceedi  our  ^cei,  and  wbaiorcr  m  impoffibk  to 

cmn|»6,  caoooc  be  a  docy,  hot  is  prapouided 

€Mv(y  as  a  cooAaof  otjed  of  oor  wxlb  and  defirc 

TKerdcre  we  need  noc  be  terrified  oo  finding 

ooriHves  €JI  fliorc  of  k,  nor  uncafily  anxious 

ic€  the  focceis  of  our  endeaTours ;  for  an  over 

IbKicif  ode  reurds  the  fpced  and  mifguldes  the 

lodgement*  Accordingly  we  find  that  thofe  who 

proceed  under  the  ftroogcfi  idea  of  oU^atioil 

to  perpetual  bolineis,  too  freqaently   nuftake 

the  eflence  of  it,  which  they  place  in  continual 

fervors  of  devotion,  and  extraordmary  excr* 

cifet  of  virtue,  defpifing  the  common  tranfac- 

tioni  of  life  as  unwonby  their  notice:    by 

which  means  the  greateft  part  of  their  timc^ 

unavoidably  fpent  in  worldly  concerns,  appekrs 

loft  to  them,  and  they  find  very  few  portions 

of  it  wherein  they  can  be  confcious  of  pro* 

cecding    upon    the    motive    of    their    duty. 

Whereas  if  they  had  a  well  grounded  perfua- 

fioni  that  the  Glory  of  God  and  happinefs  of 

the    creatures  were    convertible  terms,    every . 

tiling  well  and  truly  done  for  the  one  being 

done  for  the  other,  they  would  purfue  them  as 

fn^fttprs  of  inclination  and  profit^  rather  than  of 

coounand 
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command  and  duty»  which  of  courfe  muA  ba* 
niih  fear,  for  (6  long  as  a  man  can  proceed 
upon  an   habitual    (incere   defire   of  pleafmg 
God,  he  need  never  ftand  in  fear  of  the  devil  1 
and  their  minds  woulJ  be  more  at  cafe  to  ex- 
amine  the  remote  tendencies  of  their  adions^ 
mi  difcover  little  profits  to  be  made  of  thofc 
kh  are  not  productive  of  greater. 
Thus  the  idea  with  which  wc  (hall  be  likely 
to  oiake  the   largeft   progrefs  in  our  work   is 
tW^,  to  efleem  abfolutc  perfe(5tion  an  invalu- 
able treafure>  the  ultimate  objeft  of  our  wiflics, 
bat  without  expectation  of  ever  attaining  or 
Cfcn  making  any  large  ftrides  towards  it,  yet 
iond  of  every  little  advance  that  can  be  made 
ihereto  as  a  profit  gained:  for  this  will  alwayt 
the  cafe  with   him  who  has   any  purpofc 
ngly  at  heart,  if  he  defpairs  of  effcding 
it  complcatly,  he  will  be  vigilant,  indoftrioui 
,  wd  joyfol  to  compafs  ic  partly,  in  every  in- 
ftmce  where  he  can. 
It  is  commonly  f^lJ,    a  t rider   will    never 
|0w  rich  who  dcrpifcs  fmall  gains ;  and  with 
[tial  truth  it  may  be  faid  the  man  will  never 
gr<*w  Tirtuou?,  who  dcfpifcs  fmill  acccflioni  to 
bi!  virtue.      Therefore  as  we  arc  taaght  to 
Icirn  prudence  from  the  unjutl  fttward,  in  like 
wunner  wc  may  ukc  the  wile  of  this  world  for 
Car  fbodard,  whereby  to  try  the  finccrity  of 
^  lore  of  rcditode,    or  zeal  for  the  divine 
ifwjr.    The  merchant  emcni  upon  his  imffie 

B  without 
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without  bounds  to  his  wiHies,  he  would  be  glad 
to  get  a  million  if  he  could,  but  judging  chat 
impofTibley  he  fixes  his  expedations  lower:  he 
purfues  them  without  anxious  folicitude  which 
would  not  help  him  forward,  nor  does  he  think 
himfelf  undone  if  he  fhould  fall  (hort  of  them ; 
ncverchelefs  if  an  opportunity  chances  to  offer 
for  furp;ifling  them,  he  will  embrace  it  Joy- 
fully, for  he  proceeds  by  defire  not  by  fear  > 
and  his  dcfire  will  keep  him  attentive  to  all 
advantages  for  improving  his  fortune,  making 
the  mo(l  of  fuch  as  are  prefent,  when  greater 
do  not  fall  in  his  way.    So  the  man  who  feeks 
to  make  a  fortune  in  heaven  will  wifh  to  be- 
come a  Saint,  or  an  Angel  if  it  were  pofiibIe» 
but  knowing  this  far  above  his  flrength,  he 
will  not  expedt  to  run  extraordinary  lengths, 
nor  give  himfelf  over  for  loft  if  he  ftiould  fail 
of  them:  for  being  perfuaded  that  all  good 
things    proceed    originally    from    the    divine 
bounty,  he  will  reft  content   with  whatever 
portion  as  well  of  fpiritual  as  temporal  eftate» 
the  courfes  of  nature  or  Providence  (hall  put 
into  his  power  to  acquire:  yet  being  fenfible 
the  acquifition  mu ft  be  of  his  own  making,  his 
content  will  not  abate  his  induftry,  which  it 
not  the  lefs  for  being  void  of  fuch  folicitude  u 
might  obftrudt  its  operations ;  if  opportunities 
unexpededly  offer  for  making  great  improve- 
ments, he  will  purfue  thorn  eagerly ;  when  na 
OHifiderable  profit  accrues,   he  witt^  contrive 

how 
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how  10  torn  whatever  lies  before  him  to  feme 
■ccount,  the  bcft  whereof  it  is  capable.  For 
where  the  ircafure  is  there  the  heart  will  be 
alfo;  and  where  the  heart  points,  ihither  the 
fcct  will  be  moving  forwards  by  any  paflage 
ihac  opens. 

4*  Having  laid  down  thefe  preliminary  cau- 
tions, 1  (hall  now  proceed  to  draw  out  my  no- 
^  tion  of  the  perfc^  Wifeman  or  Chriftian  Sagc» 
ifting  always  invariably  for  the  Glory  X)f  God, 
which  yet  I  acknowledge  an  ideal  character 
not  to  be  found  exemplified  in  any  corner  of 
the  earth  i  and  Oiall  endeavour  to  trace  the 
fteps  by  which  he  arrives  ai  fuch  perfcdlion, 
vihcrein  I  do  not  pretend  10  (peak  upon  ex- 
perimental knowledge,  but  only  in  fpcculation, 
as  defcribing  the  progrefs  through  a  country  I 
never  faw* 

His  firft  ftep  I  apprehend  muft  be  by  a  tho- 
rough convidion  of  his  judgment,  thar  a<5ling 
for  the  divine  Glory  is  afting  moft  for  bis  own 
benefit:  for  white  he  purities  that  end  becaufe 
continually  chimed  in  his  ears,  becaufe  it  will 
raife  his  charadcr  above  the  reft  of  mankbd, 
becaufe  he  fliall  incur  the  divine  vengeance  by 
neglecting  it,  caftomi  or  vanity,  or  fear,  is  hia 
real  moiive,  and  the  Will  of  God  only  a  fecon- 
dary  aim  fubiervient  to  the  01  hers.  Thofc 
motives  may  be  expedient  and  neceflary  for 
roufing  the  thoughtlefs  to  a  fenfe  of  their  doty^ 
but  ihey  are  only  avenues  leading  iiuo  the 
M  2  I'ighi 
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right  way,  nor  is  any  man  fet  in  it  until  he  can 
proceed  with  a  hearty  defirc  of  advancing 
therein,  without  other  incitement  to  drive  him: 
which  delire  cannot  be  acquired  without  his 
being  perfedly  fatisfied,  that  it  will  condtiift 
to  happinefs  more  efFcdually  than  any  other 
way  he  can  take. 

For  1  have  obferved  all  along,  that  Self  lies 
at  the  bottom  of  every  thing  we  do ;  in  all  our 
actions  we  conftantly  purfue  the  Satisfadioii 
expectant  on  fomething  apprehended  beneficial 
in  our  judgment,  or  Toothing  in  our  fancy :  the 
pureft  afFedions  grow  from  one  or  other  of 
thofe  roots,  and  the  fublimefl:  of  our  virtues 
muft  be  engrafted  upon  the  former ;  therefore 
the  love  of  God,  to  be  fmcere  and  vigorous^ 
muft  fpring  from  a  fettled  opinion  of  his  Good« 
nefs  and  Beneficence,  and  that  every  adl  of  con- 
formity to  his  Will  is  beneficial  to  the  per- 
foraler. 

Now  to  have  this  foundation  firm  and  ftable, 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  examine  the  ground 
whereon  it  lies :  fuch  as  are  fo  happy  as  to  rc- 
pofe  an  intire  confidence  in  the  didates  of  au- 
thority, are  taught  from  thence  that  God  will- 
love  thofe  who  love  him,  and  will  give  thein* 
unfpeakable  rewards  with  his  own  hands  in  , 
proportion  to  the  endeavours  wherewith  tbeg^ 
have  drove  to  live  in  conftant  obedience  to  hk 
commands.  But  there  may  be  fome  perfoost 
left  pliant  to  convidlion>  defirous  of  haviq; 

the 
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the  dodrines  taught  them,  explained,  and  cor- 
roborated by  human  reafon,  and  believing  God 
the  Author  of  uniycrfal  Nature,  which  he 
wanted  neither  power  nor  intelligence  to  plan 
out  in  fuch  manner  as  fliould  anfwer  all  his 
purpofes  in  every  minute  particular,  they  may 
think  it  more  confonanc  with  this  idea  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  reward  accrues  by  natural  confe* 
qucnce  of  the  provifions  made  in  the  original 
confiitution  of  things,  than  that  it  (hould  be 
conferred  diredly  by  an  occafional  ad:  of  Om- 
nipotence. 

If  there  be  any  thing  in  the  foregoing  flieets 
conducive   towards   explaining  how   this  may 
come  to  pafs  by  means  of  the  fpiritual  body 
and  the  general  interefts,  it  will  deferve  their 
confideration :   but  by  whatever  procefs  they 
arrive  at  their  conclufion,  it  will  behove  them 
to  proceed  calmly  and  cautioufly,  that  there  be 
no  breaks  nor  weak  places  in  the  line,  to  ex- 
amine well  their    feveral   dedu6lions,     to   fee 
^^ty  follow    clofely  and   evidently  from    one 
another.     This  convidion  being  well  eftablilli- 
cd,  .  there   need    no   longer   be    retained   any 
thought  of  Self:  for  it  is  not  uncommon  in 
tne  inveftigations   of  reafon,  for  aflent  to  pafs 
"7  tranflation  from  the    prcmifes   to  the  con- 
clufion, which  from   thenceforward  takes  the 
nature  of  a  fclf-evidcnt  truth,  aflented  to  upon 
infpe(Jtion  without  aid  of  any  proofs  to  fnpporc 
^^«  and  fo  delire  is  frequently  tranflated  iVoni 
B  3  un 
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an  end  to  the  means  believed  certunlj  condu- 
cive towards  it,  which  thenceforth  become  an 
in::nied;aiC  cbjecl  of  delire,  exciting  an  appetite 
thereto  without  thought  of  the  end  that  firft 
made  them  defirable.  Therefore  in  whomfo- 
cver  the  cranflation  is  perfectly  formed  by  hav- 
ing thoroughly  fatisfied  his  judgment,  thatcoo- 
fulcing  the  divine  glory  is  confulting  his  own 
trued  intercfls,  the  latter  objed  may  ia&ly  be 
difcarded  as  fuperfluous  and  cumberfome  to  his 
thoughts,  and  following  of  courfe  upon  iIm 
former,  which  he  will  take  up  as  his  ruling 
principle  of  adlion^  the  main  intention  wherein 
all  his  fchcmes  and  contrivances  center. 

5.  Bat  bare  convi£tion  how  well  foever 
e(labli(hed  in  the  underftanding,  will  not  fuf* 
fice,  as  reding  in  fpeculation  alone ;  for  it  is 
apt  to  grow  languid  and  feeble  by  time,  or  be 
overwhelmed  by  continual  converfe  among  ob- 
jedts  of  a  different  kind,  and  it  is  notorious  we 
have  often  a  very  faint  fenfe  of  things  we  arc 
fully  convinced  in  our  judgments  to  be  true. 
Therefore  the  next  ftep  in  the  progrefs  towards 
perfcdion  I  conceive  muft  be^  by  turning  tbc 
convidion  into  an  habitual  and  lively  perfoi- 
fion,  poflcfTing  the  imagination  ftrongly  widi 
what  Was  evident  to  the  underftanding  befbns 
by  which  way  only  it  will  become  a  pradicil 
principal  of  adtion. 

For  perfuafion  is  the  fpring  that  confiindf 
adluates  our  condudt;  our  pleafures^  ourpoBi 

and 
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and  our  defires,   except  the  few  excited  tmmc-» 
lately  bjr  fenrauons,  arife  from  an  tmnginatioa 

1  the  thing  dclircd  will  prove  fatisfadtory  in 
the  pofleffion,  which  gives  a  prclent  plcaiurc 
in  advance  made  towards  it,  and  an  uncaiincfs 
on  being  obflruded  in  our  paOage.  And  though 
many  of  our  common  dedrcs  are  ddufivc,  bc- 

!*  '*  •  la;  upon  objddls  that  will  not  prove 
l^iiiaUwiuiV  when  obtained,  yet  while  appre- 
hended latisfadory  they  will  have  the  fame 
.n'^Ct  upon  our  mind  and  our  motions,  as  if 
shey  were  really  fo* 

Now  perfuafion  in  matters  relative  to  Rcli- 
n  is  termed  Faith,  as  1  have  already  ex- 
pUmed  in  the  Chapter  upon  that  article:  when 
tollowing  upon  the  bell  ufe  of  what  under- 
Handing  we  have,  ir  is  a  right  and  faving 
Faith  ;  when  built  upon  prejudice,  paflion,  or 
Vioity,  it  ii  a  fiilfc  faith,  a  fuperftition^  or 
h:-(j.  Therefore  the  judgment  being  well 
utistei  of  the  univerfal  dominion  of  Provi- 
itsict^  of  the  divine  Goodnc;f$  ordering  all 
igs  for  the  grcaceft  bappincfs  of  the  creation, 
ib^  connection  of  interelb  among  the  erea- 
that  doing  the  Will  of  God  with  inten- 
ib  to  do  is  incompifably  more  advan- 
5  than  doing  it  accidentally  and  unknow- 
y,  that  circry  ait  of  fucb  doing  will  re- 
_  nd  10  fismc  benefit  of  the  performer,  and 
tfu:  the  tendency  of  adions  10  the  gr 
pleaiare  of  our  fellow  creaturei 
^  4 
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earth  is  our  fare  diredion  to  know  what  is 
agreeable  to  his  Will;  thefe  points  having 
gained  full  credit  in  the  underftanding,  the  . 
bufinefs  will  be  to  acquire  a  ftrong  and  fledfaft 
faith'  in  them,  that  they  may  rife  fpontaneoufly 
to  the  imagination  with  a  ftriking  vigour  and 
unreferved  afTent :  from  whence  will  naturally 
grow  a  ferene  unmiflruilful  Hope,  and  a  fincere 
univerfal  Charity. 

Now  the  practice  of  religious  excrcifcs  hav- 
ing, as  was  fhown  in  the  foregoing  Chapters, 
a  powerful  efficacy  to  turn  conviftion  into  per- 
fuafion,  and  ftrcngthen  the  theological  virtues, 
the  proficient  in  moral  or  Chriftian  wifdon^ 
will  be  duly  affiduous  in  prayer,  meditation, 
reading  or  hearing,  and /all  other  divine  fer- 
vices,  with  a  view  to  invigorate  his  faith 
thereby.  And  he  will  enter  upon  them  with 
that  fole  intention:  not  with  the  imagina- 
tion of  their  doing  a  real  fervice  or  giv- 
ing a  real  pleafure  to  God  himfelf,  nor  of 
their  being  an  indifpenfible  obligation,  nor 
in  dread  of  incurring  his  vengeance  upon, 
omitting  them,  nor  for  gaining  the  credit 
of  Saintfhip,  nor  for  the  fake  of  furpaffing 
others,  nor  becaufe  efteeming  them  good  ,s 
in  themfelvesj  but  in  cxpedtaiion  of  fixing:- 
the  love  of  God  deeper  in  his  own  heat^  * 
and  improving  his  difpofition  to  labour  in  aflt 
things  for  the  divine  Glory, 

I  am 
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I  am  not  umpptized  that  iar^  ohligatioQ* 
(hame  and  tbe  defire  of  ucellxcg  nmft  be  cm* 


fometimes  and  with  Icxdc  perlbos>  lor 
where  the  true  priodpte  is  wunting  we  muft 
fu{^y  ics  place  with  focfa  iuccedancfuns  a$  can 
be  got,  bat  they  are  oolj  lucccdineums  very 
imperfedtly  anfweriog  the  porpole  expe^ed  from 
tbcmi  nor  is  devotion  ever  fo  complcatly  accept* 
able,  as  when  performed  upon  inclination^  becaufe 
apprehended  a  profitable  exercife.  It  is  the  wiint 
of  this  intention  that  makes  people  righteous 
over  much,  which  can  never  be  unlcfs  a  mil« 
taken  righceoufnefs  placed  in  the  very  ads  of 
devotion,  and  not  in  the  habitual  tenour  of 
miod  to  be  produced  thereby.     Which  habit 
may  be  compared  to  the  pulfe  in  the  human 
body,  fupplying  life  and  vigour  to  the  whole, 
giving  the  fpring  to  all  motions  as  well  natural 
as  voluntary,  working  fmooihly  and  uniformly, 
and  continuing  conftantly  to  beat  even  at  liinLS 
when  we  do  not  perceive  it.     But  rapturch, 
t;anfports  and  extafics  may   be  comj)artil   to 
brandy  :   it  is  an  excellent  cordial  when   the 
ftomach  is  cold  or  the  fpirits  fatigued,  aud  may 
f  be  prefcribed  fomcwhat  copioufly  to  Xmuy^ih 
>  fiegnutic  conftitutions ;  but  the  a>ntinuaj   u/c 
of  it  will  infallibly  weaken  the  pulP:,  and  ai- 
crvaie  the  body,  overthrowing   that  very   j/ur- 
pofe  it  was  firfl  given  to  proiiiOic. 

Thus  we  fee  it  is   not  ir-ttrly  tlj^  r.;/-uity 
bat  the  refiiiudc  cf  inieLiion  v.hicri  j^iv.^  u-.k 
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full  valne  to  our  mod:  pious  perfonnances,  for 
as  Saint  Paul  declared  that  if  we  had  all  faith 
io  that  we  could  remove  mountains  yet  have 
Bot  charity,  it  is  nothing ;  fo  if  we  rife  early 
to  pray,  and  (ing  pfalms  every  third  hour  of  the 
day,  which  befpeaks  a  ftrong  faith  of  fome  £>rt 
m  other,  able  to  remove  the  mountains  of  in- 
dolence ftanding  in  the  way  of  fuch  laborious 
exercifes,  yet  if  there  be  not  a  reafonabfe  pro- 
fytdi  of  encreafing  our  love  of  God  and  of  our 
neighbour  thereby,  and  they  be  not  undertaken 
with  that  intention,  they  are  not  genuine  righ- 
teoufneis,  and  confequently  may  be  done  oVer- 
shuch. 

Therefore  a  rightly  aimed  intention  will  prove 
a  guidance  both  in  the  manner  and  meafure  of 
bur  religious  duties  :  I  do  not  exped  that  every 
man  (hould  prefently  difcern  their  particular 
ufes  by  his  own  judgement,  therefore  let  him 
follow  the  rules  of  his  Church,  atid  example  of 
perfons  whofe  character  he  has  an  opinion  of; 
prcfuming  they  were  founded  upon  good  rea- 
fons  though  he  may  not  fee  them  ;  but  let  him 
obferve  their  effect  upon  his  own  mind  as  he 
uies  them,  and  if  upon  competent  trial  he  finds 
they  add  nothing  to  his  hope  in  the  protection 
and  difpenfations  of  Providence,  his  heartineis 
of  charity  towards  God  and  towards  man,  and 
that  found  faith  in  the  Attributes  which  is  the 
fupport  of  the  other  two,  much  more  if  they 
make  him  gloomy-,   miilruftful,   defponding, 

pecviflx  I 
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pecvifhs  cenforious,  vain  of  his  piety,  or  remtii 
tn  the  duties  of  bis  ftalion  or  common  inter- 
courfes  of  kindncfSi  he  may  be  aiTured  of 
kaving  been  faulty  in  the  performance,  or  that 
they  are  not  for  his  purpofc,  bat  belter  forbom 
than  continued* 

6.  But  many  a  man  feels  a  (Irong  difpofitlon 

to  righteoufncfs  daring  the    folemnity   of  a 

Church   fcrvice,   or  pious  meditations  of  his 

dofct,  which  quickly  vani flies  away  when  he 

becomes  immcrfed  again  in  his  ordinary  occa- 

pscions :  nor  can  it  tva  be  known  whether  a 

fiftue  be  compleaily  formed,  or  yet  but  in  its 

embryo  ftatc,  while  kept  foftered  by  the  helps 

that  Religion  affords,  until  it  can  fubfifl  by  its 

own  ftrcngth  amid  the  buftle  of  worldly  con- 

:  and  when  once  able  to  z6t  of  itfelf  will 

^4uier  more  vigour  and  robuftnefs  by  its  fpon* 

imcoos  efforts  in  good  works,  than   it  could 

ha^c  done  under  the  moft  careful  nurture.     For 

Ibis  reafon  it  may  be  prefumed  that  God  has 

fobje^d  us  to  the  neceflity  of  fo  much  attend- 

aace  10  fcnfiblc  objefts;  for  it  had  coft  nothing 

to  Omnipotence  to  have  provided  us  food  and 

ckmhingi  as  well  as  air  to  breath,  without  any 

are  or  trouble  of  our  own  to  procure  thern^ 

tiut  we  might  have  had  our  whole  letfure  to 

employ  in  praifes  and  adorations  in  the  manner 

the  Seraphs  are  currently  fuppofed  to  do.     But 

jie  has  fo  conftituted  our  nature,  as  to  be  mad^ 

it  by  trials,  temptations  and  avocationii 

iherefort 
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therefore  though  we  are  not  to  feek  temptations 
purpofely,  yet  have  we  caufe  to  rejoice  at  them 
when  fcnt  by  Providence,  becaufe  then  there  is 
alfo  a  way  provided  for  our  efcape  in  better 
plight  than  when  we  fell  into  them. 

The  condition  of  human  nature  upon  earth, 
and  every  thing  belonging  thereto,  is  of  divine 
aj^intment,  and  we  may  truft  the  Power  and 
Wifdom  of  God  for  having  fo  ordered  it,  as 
that  in  every  particular  it  contributes  fome  way 
or  bther  to  his  Glory ;  therefore  in  all  our  oc- 
cupations there  is  fomething  relative  to  that 
end,  and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  find  out  the  re- 
ference :  for  though  we  may  anfwcr  the  end 
undefignedly,  yet  it  has  been  fhown  above,  that 
doing  what  God  is  willing  (hould  be  done  is 
not  doing  his  Will,  unlefs  difcerncd  to  be  fucb, 
and  entered  upon  with  that  intention. 

Hence  in  every  meafure  lying  under  our  op- 
tion, there  is  a  right  or  a  wrong  courfe  to  be 
taken ;  the  right  is  that  which  to  the  bed  of 
our  difcernment  will  tend  to  add  fomething, 
great  or  fmall,  nearly  or  remotely,  to  the  good 
of  the  creatures,  wherein  the  glory  of  God  is 
manifefted.  Nor  need  we  be  diftieartened  at 
the  triflingnefs  of  the  addition,  for  if  it  was 
all  that  the  opportunity  given  us  would  allow, 
it  was  all  that  was  wanted  for  us  to  do ;  while 
we  do  our  bed  upon  the  occafion,  we  do  the 
whole  of  our  duty  in  that  inftance,  and  both 
follow  and  ftrengthen  our  main  intention  as 

well 
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vf^  a  :ndegy  as  in  matters  of  greater  rno- 


-:  The  man  then  whom  wc  arc  atfcrripfir// 
31  -iecnijc,  '.viil  endcavcur  to  lay  out  hu  v/h^!-: 
piancr  :cndac±  apan  one  bafls,  bcginrilri^  -^.'ii 
:ac3iacii3ai  branches  from  whence  ih^  r^f*  *••: 
!n  5TJW :  AC  will  lurvcy  his  talcrit^,  h.i  j/^ 
mvemects.  .lis  c:rcumftanccs  and  filu^fi.^t«  M- 
'jor  a  oruer  :a  diibcrn  how  they  rruy  fy:  fy:f» 
mnxa  co  aciVver  his  main  intention,  not  c^^v^'Xi. 
ii^ic  ncccllary  to  do  important  fcrvi/^t,  i^^* 
c  icaujc  himleif  of  thofc  whcn^jo  />t  .- 
aiini  ae  thcv  srcatcr  or  lefs.  Icff^yr..///  : 
io^nincacc  in  che  hand  of  Provicicnc^  '/t:*\  y^.- 
i^  axighry  works  by  a  muliiiu'lc  of  i^j^-..  ^, 
and  j£gns  a  aeoefiary  (hare  ^l^f:.:.  v.  'rx. 
fcUcd;  lb  that  the  common  Uf/. -f-^r  if.<  *,< 
iirz  niid  pertcrming  their  y<r.  v*-  ;  -  -.? 
txmi  imncrjr-ce  ir.  the  eye  of  ;/. .  ••  •  /» 
.  iiTiZ  ind  :he  iiero. 

Fiv:n5  £.\ed  upon  his  v/ay  o-  ,  '•:.  i    :  ;     . 
cpj  cr:ur:*es  of  employmcnr ,  r ':  '...•/", 
fccr  ^  u:  iius  he  may  uwk.A   i.  ';.:'•  ■   -/    f.. 
CiT^-.n-i  h:ci  chrough  ihern  i  7/*^.. /r.o/.     /   - 
wcr7  [liing  is  not  to  be  dor*^:  ?./  •;.' '  •  *:  '  .:  •  *  ; 
Badcr(^jr:cing,  but  rccourfc  n*  /'   .*:  ..  -:  • ,  •  , 
pCtt,  habit  and  imiginritiori,  to*:/".  ."•  ,.;„.\ 
\  Jtafca  i:a5  planed  our.     I* or  Go'l  anM  n^ifii.c: 
kve  given  as  various  appetites,  and  lYvt  fitua- 
lioo  in  fociety  wherein  Providence  hat  placed 
Is,  throws  upon  us  many  aimi  and 
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which  we  imbibe  by  example  and  fympathy  be- 
fore we  have  any  judgement  to  choofe  among 
them :  bat  thofe  fprings  of  adion  furnifhed 
by  nature,  or  fabricated  by  the  courfes  of  Pro* 
vidence,  muft  be  prefumed  to  have  fome  good 
ufe ;  on  the  other  hand,  continual  experience 
teftifies,  that  they  often  take  an  unlueky  biag 
deftrudlive  of  our  principal  defign. 

Therefore  the  buiinefs  is  not  to  eradicate  ap- 
petite, nor  thofe  propenfities  we  catch  from  the 
world,  for  then  we  (hall  make  no  progrefs  in 
any  thing  we  take  in  hand,  but  to  ftudy  hom 
they  may  be  employed  moft  effeAually  to  an« 
fwer  fome  good  purpofe ;  that  if  poffible  they 
may  never  run  riot,  nor  begin  their  play  fpoih 
taneoufly,  but  conftantly  take  the  train  that  difi 
cretion  and  prudence  have  put  them  into.    So 
he  will  cultivate  fuch  dcfire  of  felf  preferw* 
tion,  of  health,  of  accomplifliment,  of  the  ao* 
commodations  and  conveniences  of  lifer  ^ 
advancement,  of  fuccefs  in  his  profcflion,  of 
approbation  and  credit,  fuch  moral  fenfes,  iodi-. 
nations,  and  tafies,   as  may  keep  him  ftea^ 
and  bed  help  him  forward  in  the  way  whercift 
he  may  be  mofl  ufeful  to  himfelf,  and  odMli 
with  whom  he  has  any  connedtion:   alwifl 
preferring  the  more  beneficial  defire  before  A^ 
le!s,  fo  as  to  hazard  life,  or  health,  or 
tion,  or  eafe,  whenever  the  profecution  of 
more  valuable  good  (hall  fo  require.    If 
and  troubles  fall  upoa  him^  or  ^toilfooMoJlr 

reqokb. 
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require  his  dsfpatchi  he  will  ftrive  to  go  througb 
them  wich  2$  little  reludaoce  and  dUquieiude 
of  mind  as  poftible  }  fgr  God  fends  not  evils  to 
affiid  his  creaiurcs»  biit  for  feme  gracious  pur- 
]Xfc,  and  whoever  receives  them  as  fuch,  and 
can  prcfcrvc  the  moft  tranquiility  under  them, 
bcft  fulhls  his  Will  and  promotes  his  Glory* 
Nor  will  he  defpifc  the  cmbellifhments,  enjoy- 
its  and  pleafures  of  life,  nor  thoi'e  little  arts 
modes  which  contribute  to  cncreafe  them : 
the  Glory  of  God  is  maaifcftcd  in  the  hap^ 
piflcfs  of  the  crearurcs,  but  happinefs  confifit 
ia  Hit  aggregate  of  pleafures ;  therefore  ever/ 
liKkalleil  pleafure  being  innocent,  that  is,  uq* 
du^ive  of  any  fubfequent  mifchicf,  is  a 
lite  added  to  the  fum  of  happinefs,  and'wiiat- 
mr  tends  to  pron^oce  it,  does  not  only  not 
cciilradid,  but  is  an  actual  furtherance  of  hit 
ouin  intention. 

But  bcfides  (be  direft  addition  to  happincft 
that  innocent  pleafures  make  of  themfelves, 
iJicy  may  enter  as  parts  into  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipai  lines  of  the  dcfign  ;  for  they  give  a  motion 
am)  brifkncfs  to  the  bufinefs  of  mankind,  they 
promote  commerce  and  encourage  induftry, 
they  find  employment  for  the  time,  whet  in- 
genuity, afford  room  for  prudence  and  difcre- 
bon  in  the  management  for  obtaining  them, 
they  alTociate  men  more  clofely  together^  bring 
them  better  acquainted  with  one  another's  cha- 
riflcrSy  capacitict  and  ways»  afllit  the  growth 

of 
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of  charity,  make  them  readier  and  more  capa- 
ble to  join  in  any  important  work ;  they  helj 
to  prefcrve  the  heahh,  to  keep  the  vital  juices 
from  ftagnating,  and  the  fpirits  from  languor  j 
nor  is  it  a  fmall  fcrvice  they  do  even  towards 
ftrengthening  our  religious  fentiments  by  fpread- 
irig  a  fcrenity  and  chcarfulncfs  over  the  mfod. 
For  we  are  more  ftrongly  affeded  with  what 
we  feel,  than  what  lies  only  in  profped  before 
us ;  mod  of  our  difcontents,   our  murmuHngi 
and  diftrufts  arife  from  fome  grinding  uneafinefi 
or  apprehenfion  of  danger  hanging  over  oi; 
but  when  the  heart  is  at  eafe  within  itfelf,  it 
can  take  a  fair  furvey  of  the  bleflings  of  Pro- 
vidence, behold  with  a  hearty  thankfgiving  thit 
bounty  which  is  indulgent  even  to  prefent  gnh 
tification,  and  be  in  good  humour  with  all 
around,  delighting  to  communicate  the  jovit 
feels;  which  muft  avail  confiderably  to  ftrength* 
en  our  Faith,  to  enliven  our  Hope,  and  encreafe 
our  Charity. 

8.  Thus  the  common  occupations  of  Ijl^ 
the  appetites,  the  ordinary  purfuits  of  the  w'oiH 
the  familiar  intercourfe  among  fociety,  the  pro- 
penfity  to  diverfion  and  amufements  being  ie^: 
pable  of  yielding  falutary  fruits,  our  lea^ae^li 
holinefs  will  contrive  how  he  may  fandify'thtfll 
all  by  turning  them  to  fome  profitable  acooAltf 
He  will  form  general  rules,  divide  them  I||K 
others,  and  from  thence  by  many  fubdhrU^ 
under  one  another,  furni(h  himfelf  with 
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lives  far  every  occafion  thai  is  ItkcJy  to  haji- 
peo. 

Bat  he  need  not  carry  the  whole  chain  per- 

pciuaUy  in  his  ficad,  for  if  he  be  careful  to  hang 

ik  fcvcral  links  upon  c;iCh  other  ^'iihoot  fuf- 

fcrlng  any  paffion,  or  prejudice,  or  fccrct  pro* 

pcDfiry  to  flip  its  own  line  into  Iiis  hand,  they 

carry  a  general  idea  of  being  right,  and  be 

wiii  acquire  an   expertnefs   of  jn  ^        ent  or 

moral  fcnfc  enabling  bimtodiftin-u.  ,.  .*.erighc' 

tnd  wrong  in  every  adion,  upon  view,  with- 

otu  wanring  to  refa  back  to  the  fii0  tbundatiou^ 

And  whatever  is  done  with  a  confcioufnefs  <jf 

Ijcing  right  upon  the  occafion,  may  be  counted 

done  upon  the  grand  principle  from  vs^hence 

tfie  j:^pioion  of  its  rcditude  was  derived,  even 

h  appccite  and  imagination  ihould  be  the 

ting  fprings :  bccaufein  this  cafe  they  do  oat 

ad  originally  by  their  own  impulfe,    but  as 

8gents  employed  in  executing  the  work  affigncd 

them. 

But  there  being  a  difficulty  in  working  down* 
wards  from  his  higheft  aitn,  to  deduce  metho- 
dically from  thence  all  the  motives  which  are 
to  guide  him  in  the  common  tranfaftions  of 
lifc,  he  will  find  it  often  expedient  to  proceed 
the  contrary  way,  endeavouring  to  hang  his  or- 
y'  employments  upon  that  aim  by  obferva- 
of  ibc  reference  they  bear  thereto,  and 
^fideration  of  what  «. 
"upon  tbcir  omitEom     I 
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he  will  follow  them  feverally  for  the  time, 
taking  that  for  thtr  line  of  rectitude,  which 
will  condudl  moft  cffedually  to  his  prefent  pur- 
pofe. 

By  this  means  his  outward  deportment  wiH 
appear  for  the  moft  part  nothing  difitrent  from 
the  carnal  and  worldly-minded ;  becaufe  he  will 
follow  the  fam;e  purfuits  and  occupations,  pro- 
ceed under  the  fame  views,  be  aAuated  by  iht 
fame  appetites  and  defires,  partake  in  the  fame 
engagements  and  amufemcnts.    For  Providence 
hais  fo  moulded  the  delires  and  inx:Hnations  df 
mep,  that  rhofe  who  a£t  primstrily  upon  -cheiir 
impulfe  advance  the  glory  of  God  by  contribut- 
ing to  the  good,  the  accommodation  and  the 
enjoyment  of  their  fellow  creatures:  yet  they 
do  not  his  WiH,  becaufe  not  diiceming  it  to 
be  fuch,  nor  making  that  the  motive  for  taking 
up  the  other  motives  whicih  facceflively  infloenee 
them.     Whereas  he  who  derives  his  inferidr 
aiors  from  that  principle,  and  fufFers  th^in  tb 
prevail  with  httn  becailfe  bearing  a  refitrentfe 
thereto,  thoagh  he  has  nothing  of  God  nor  re- 
ligious futjcdts  in  his  thoughts  during  the  pro- 
iecution  of  them,  may  be  counted  doing  tfat 
Will  of  God ;  becaufe  if  at  any  time  th^  ap- 
peared contrAdkftory  thereto,   he  could,   and 
would  withftand  them ;  and  to  be  paying  dMi 
<dbed]ence  which  is  better  than  &crifice»  ut 
whieh  fiiorifiee  ia  no  ocherwiicgood,  thaaft 
bring  thiSHttiiiid  iMo.    Hence  ii  becMaea  mani 

fcft 


fcft;  that  Rdigion  is  no  foch  melancholy,  h- 
bortoos,   aufterc^  romantic^   and   forbkUtng  a 
citing,  as  coo  ccmimonly  ioiaguied,  and  that  it 
cfcr  appears  Co,  is  owing  lo  the  rags  of  difguiic 
fown  upon  it  by  craft,  by  error,  fuperftition, 
eaditifkifm   and   inconfiderate  zeaJ.      For  the 
cooimon  bafineft  of  life,  the  cares  of  our  healih, 
oTour  poOeflloos,  of  our  reputacion,  our  pro*- 
(knee  in  dealings,  our  conieniions  and  animad* 
wfionf,  may  be  brought  to  bear  a  part  in  it ; 
our  appetites,    tafles,    averiions  and   acquired 
hibits  may  be  employed  in  its  fervice ;  our  fa- 
ttifiir  intercoorfes,  oar  cuilomary  modes  and 
bms  of  bebaviouri  our  recreations,  amufements 
iod  pleafares  may  be  made  iubfervient  to  ic ; 
ami  we  may  many  time*  be  ferving  God  by  do- 
iflg  the  fame  things  that  are  done  by  thofc, 
who  Dcver  have  him  in  their  thoughts.     It  for- 
bids us  no  pteafures,  but  fuch  as  we  (hould  rue 
far  in  the  coofcquences  s  it  ciijoins  us  no  la- 
bcurt,  but  fuch  as  a  prudent  nun  would  gladly 
onrfertakc  lor  the  profits  accruing  from  them; 
es  into  no  troubles,  that  are  not  the  pur* 
of  greater  cnjotments ;  it  doubles  the  re- 
litb  of  inncx:cnt  pleafurcs  by  a  thankful  and  joy- 
ful reflcdion  upon  that  bounty  from  whence 
llicy  t?^^^     k  lightcDS  the  infirmities  of  nature 
wid  I  ^  of  fortune^   by  teiching  us  to 

i^  them  as  nccdlary  burdens  for  fomc 
rtant^cTfkc  whereof  wc  fliall  ft;  '>c 

and  to  (Vive  for  our  pre 
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quillity  of  mind  in  fupportiDg  tbem  manfully 
it  finds  conftant  engagement  for  our  attention, 
becaufe  in  every  fituation  there  is  fomething 
to  be  done  which  we  may  efteem  a  profit 
gained. 

For  God  and  reafon  bid  us  be  happy,  and 
Religion  is  but  the  fcience  of  attaining  happi* 
nefs ;  while  purfuing  our  real  advantages,  and 
contriving  wifely  to  increafe  our  flock  of  plea- 
fures,  we  do  his  Will ;  it  is  only  when  for  wane 
of  thought  and  contrivance,  or  of  refolutioo» 
we  follow  prcfent  pleafurc  in  preference  to 
greater  which  will  be  loft  thereby,  that  w« 
difobey  and  difhonour  him:  fo  that  we  may 
fuy  no  man  ever  yet  offended  his  Maktr^ 
meerly  by  pleafmg  himfelf,  buf  by  overlook^. 
ing  thofe  evil  confequcnces  which  fuch  indot 
gencp  will  draw  behind.  Whoever  therefore 
has  arrived  at  fuch  knowledge  of  the  ufes  audi 
tendencies  of  Religion,  as  will  make  him  dUr 
cern  it  to  be,  what  it  really  is,  the  true  art  oC 
pleafure,  need  no  longer  think  of  duty  or  obll^ 
gation  :  for  when  the  idea  of  duty  is  gone  by, 
being  turned  into  inclinatiqn  and  profpe^  <^ 
advantage  in  thofe  particulars  which  were  tljgi^^ 
objedts  of  it,  no  damage  can  enfue  from  .itit 
lofs. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  urged,  that  fuch  dt 
ment  is  not  prefently  to  be  gained :  1 
it  is  not,  nor  is  any  fcience  or  ikill  I  ever 
of  10  be  acquired  without  time  aqd  applia 
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and  during  the  progrefs  there  will  be  doubt?^, 
difficulties  and  perplexities,  which  yet  will  gra- 
dually  leOen.     But  mtn   are   To  unreafanable 
they  expett  to  buy  underflanding  and  fcnii- 
racnts  as  they  do  wares  ready  made,  at  a  fliop: 
if  they  give  orders  to  their  upholder  to  furnilh 
a  IiDofe,  as  foon  as  he  has  fent  in  what  is  pro- 
per, they  find  ihemfelves  inllantly  in  poflciBoo 
L'ry  thing  ufeful  and  convenient  for  a  fa- 
iuuv;  fo  they  expcd  that  by  running  over  a 
book  of  morality  by  way  of  amufement  curfo- 
ril/i  forgetting  each  page  as  they  go  on  to  the 
Dcxr,   it    (hould^    like   the  upholder,  without 
fiirthcr  care  of  their  own,  immediately  throw 
lfli  as  it  were  by  infpiracion,  all  the  good  qua- 
\]ur<  tv^rofximendcd  therein.     But  all   the  ex- 
,.   and    rcafonings  in    the   world   will 
sfiil  nothif)g  without  a  fpirit  of  indutlry  to 
i,  to  diged,  and  praiitifc  them. 
For  it  is  impolTjble  to  compile  a  fyftem  of 
roles  and  inftru<5^ions  that  (hall  fujt  all  capaci- 
'*•'    nd  anfwer  all  occafions,  but  the  learner 
idd  fomcthing  from  his  own  fund  to  ac- 
ecmraodate  them   to   bis   particular  ufe.     Or 
could  he   be   fupplied   with    a    pcrfcdl    Vade 
mccum  to  carry  in  his  pocket,  which  fhould 
!  dire£lions  •for  every  minute  cafe  of  con- 
'v  t  could  happen,  he  would  go  like  a 
uicd  by  whip  and  bridle,  nor  have  .inv 
\i  all  for  Iiis  own  obfervation  ac^d  u 
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fig  us  to  perform  them,  and  if 
|ht*of  good  fhoold  rcfult  there- 
to claim  the  merit  to  ourfelves« 
boafts  that  he  fapplies  the  pub- 
commodities,  finds  employment 
poor,  nurfes   up  feanicn,  and 
cuftoms;  bat  it  may  be  thofc 
purely  accidental,  and  the  folc 
ig  him  through  all  his  toils  was 
ng  riche$.     The  failor  glories  in 
the  f^imc  of  his   country,  and 
rror  to  remoceft  nations  of  the 
rhaps  the  objeils  in  hb  vic# 
ice  were  none  other  than  pay 
The  politician  is  neccffiiry 
and  good  government  in  the 
loffibly  the  nation  might  never  be 
in  his  thoughts  as  his  own  power 
Jcmcnt,     Our  indecent  and  oilt- 
pions  for  liberty  may  have  given 
■he  little  further  fccurity  being 
W^I  fear  the  love  of  conftituiional 
ittle  llKif  paffion,  that  thev  do  not 
enow  what  it  i$.     Therefore  it  is 
bat  our  aftiorrs  yield  a  real  profit 
ng  good  ground  of  aflbrance  that 
illy  entered  upon  with  that  view, 
or  impulfe  Hcenfed 
ing  judged  conducive 


But 
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But  what  was  our  judgement  given  us  for, 
unlefs  to  exercife  it  ?  and  what  better  have  we 
to  do,  than  employ  it  for  ckir  own  benefit? 
Whoever  has  Aich  a  liftlclsnefs  as  never  to  (lit 
fpontaneoufly,  can  only  be  rouzed  by  terror, 
duty  and  obligation,  and  moft  be  kept  drudging 
under  thofe  fevere  taikmalters,  until  experience 
and  pradice  (hall  bring  him  to  a  difcemment  Of 
benefit,  and  a  liking  in  the  work.  But  where 
there  is  a  willingnefs,  1  conceive  that  as  all  tht 
precepts  of  the  Law  and  the  Gofpcl  are  faid  to 
hang  upon  Charity,  io  by  continually  obferVing 
the  tendencies  of  actions  and  dependencies  <»f 
aims  upon  one  another,  he  may  hang  both  hit 
greater  fchemes,  and  his  occafional  thotives  df 
behaviour  upon  that  one  purpofe  of  perfcftn* 
ing  the  full  part  afligned  him,  in  advancing  th6 
glory  of  God,  and  good  of  the  creation. 

10.  Ncverthelcfs  there  is  great  caution  to  hb' 
ufed,  that  we  do  not  miftake  the  real  depen- 
dency of  OUT  under  aims,  nor  fancy  chett 
hanging  upon  their  proper  center,  only  be- 
caule  they  iiappen  to  lie  in  the  line  poititif^ 
diredly  towards  it ;  fcr  grofs  miftakes  of  rhil 
kind  are  committed  daily.  I  have  declared  iR 
along,  and  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  nb* 
thing  is  more  deceitful  than  the  heart  of  i&Mi; 
nor  harder  for  him  to  difcover  upon  many  Ofc» 
cations,  than  his  own  true  motives  of  conduft. 
VVc  are  apt  to  take  any  reafons  that  may  -fce 
alled^ed  in  julUfication  of  our  ac5lions/or  the 

reafofii 
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pduciog  us  to  perform  thcin»  and  ii' 
c-±oaght-of  good  fhould  rcfult  thcrc- 
frao:,  irc  fure  to  cbum  the  merit  to  ourfelves. 
The  axrchant  boafts  that  he  fupplics  the  pub- 
lic with  c&ful  commodities,  finds  employment 
fer  iadoibious    poor,  nurfes   up  feanicn,  and 
cionfes   the  cufloms;  bac  it  may  be  thofe 
faeneis  were  purely  accidental,  and  the   folc 
maive  carrying  him  through  all  his  toils  was 
due  cf  amaffing  riches.     The  failor  glories  in 
having  fpread   the  fame  of  his   country,  and 
made  her  a  terror  to  remotell  nations  of  ihe 
globe;  but   perhaps  the   objects  in  his   vlcvv" 
daring  the  fervice  were  none  other  t}i.in  pay 
aod  prize  money.     The  politician  is  ncccniiry 
to  prcftrrve  order  and  good  government  in  the 
nation :  yet  poffibly  the  nation  mij^'.ht  never  be 
half  fo  much  in  his  thoughts  as  his  own  power 
and  aggrandifement.     Onr  indecent  and   oui- 
ragious  champions  for  liberty  may  have  j?ivrn 
occafion  to  fome  little  further  fccuriry  bcino; 
added  to  it;  yet  I  fctir  the  love  of  conflitutiouil 
liberty  is  fo  little  thtir  p^fTion,  th^t  rh'  y  r!o  hoc 
(o  much  as  know  what   it  n.     '1  Lcrtforc  it  i-* 
not  enough  that  cur  actious  yield  a  real  profit 
without  having  good  ground  <;f  aflurance  that 
they  were  really  entered  ujwn  with  that  view, 
W  fome  derivative  view  or  impulfc  licenfed^ 
and  encouraged  becaufe  being  judged  conducive 
tborelo. 

But 
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But  when  apprized  how  ftrong  delufion  the 
mind  is  prone  to  fall  into  upon  this  article,  we 
cannot  be  too  frequent  nor  too  careful  in  ex- 
amining our  motives  clofely,  tracing  them  feve- 
rally  to  their  fource,  and  obferving  what  va- 
riety of  them  might  be  influencing  upon  each 
particular  occafion.  For  I  have  fo  good  an 
opinion  of  mankind  as  to  believe  the  rule  of 
rectitude  does  always  prevail  with  them,  where 
there  is  not  fome  fecret  bias  pre-occupying,  or 
drawing  a  contrary  way. 

Therefore  if  we  can  certainly  know  what  , 
muft  have  been  our  motive  or  motives;  if  it 
were  not  the  right  one,  and  are  confcious  of  \ 
having  gone  contrary  to  them  all,  this  (eems 
the  firmed  ground  we  can  have  to  build  the  ^ 
aflurance  abovementioned  upon.  If  the  mer- 
chant has  flipped  an  opportunity  of  gain  be- 
caufe  it  might  have  proved  detrimental  to  the 
public :  if  the  clamorous  patriot  has  qver  been 
prompted  by  the  love  of  liberty  to  fpeak  well 
of  perfons  he  does  not  like,  to  refifl:  an  impulfe 
of  vanity,  envy  or  petulance :  in  thofe  inftances 
they  may  claim  the  merit  of  having  adted  upoe 
a  motive  of  re(^itude ;  and  if  they  have  fit. 
quently  done  fo,  may  be  fatisfied  of  having  t 
right  principle  of  condu£l.  For  as  the  weight 
of  goods  cannot  be  better  afcerrained,  than  by 
weighing  other  things  of  certain  ftandard  agaioft 
them  ;  (o  the  (Irength  of  our  principles  is  beft 
evidenced  by  their   fuccefs   in    overpowering 
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their  antagonifts.  And  that  our  principle  may 
be  able  to  cope  with  all  antagonids  it  will  be- 
hove us  feduloufly  to  employ  every  opportunity 
for  nourilhing  and  Arengthening  it»  firft  by 
often  reviewing  the  grounds  of  conviction  re- 
commending it  to  our  judgement  as  the  jewel 
above  all  price,  the  fure  fountain  of  happineis  | 
then  by  purfuing  the  methods  efficacious,  for 
turning  that  conviction  into  perfuafion,  an^ong 
which  in  the  foremoft  rank  fland  our  religious 
cxerpifes  of  all  kinds,  as  well  of  the  Church  as 
the  dofet,  of  adoration  as  meditation,  which 
were  given  for  that  purpofe,  and  avail  to  none 
Qther,  nor  need  they  to  make  them  ineftimably 
valuable. 

Therefore  ought  we  to  be  duly  affiduous  in 
the  pradtice  of  them,  and  that  we  may  be  fo^ 
neither  excedive  nor  deficient  in  the  meafure, 
ndthtr  impetuous  nor  carelefs  in  the  manner,  it 
will  be  neceilary  to  fee  that  we  enter  upon 
them  with  a  right  intention,  which  is  that  of 
anfwcring  the  purpofe  above  mentioned :  I  fay 
to  enter  upon  them,  for  during  the  perform- 
ance it  may  be  fometlmes  expedient,  as  has 
been  ihown  before  in  the  XXI (I  Chapter,  to 
take  up  a  temporary  perfuafion  not  exactly  tal« 
lying  with  the  convldions  of  our  judgement. 
But  if  we  go  to'  our  devotions  with  an  expec« 
tjition  of  meriting  by  them,  of  doing  an  actual 
fervice  or  pleafure  to  God,  of  changing  his 
4iip9fition  towards  us^  of  acquiring  a  pre-emi* 
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ncnce  in  fanflity  above  our  fellows,  or  with  an  ^ 
idea  of  their  being  arbitrary  commands  impofed 
only  to  try  our  obedience,  or  under  terror  of 
puniftiment  upon  the  negledt  of  them,  they 
can  fcarcc  be  called  doing  the  Will  of  God,  bc- 
caufe  not  proceeding  from  that  aim  which 
ought  to  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  proceed- 
ings, and  rife  uppermoft  to  our'thoughw  in 
thefe,  I  mean  the  (Jivine  Glory  manifeded  in 
the  happinefs  of  the  creatures; 

I  know  thofe  other  topics  are  frequently  in- 
<;ulcated,  and  with  reafon,   becaufe  neceflary 
where  a  better  cannot  be  explained  or  made  to 
touch  the  heart;  for  fo  the  fchool-boy  muft  be 
kept  to  his  leflbti  by  the  rod  and  by  injun^ons> 
or  the  lure  of  applaufe,  becaufe  he  has  not  a  " 
juft  fenfc  of  the  value  of  learning :  bat  I  con- 
ceive it  is  from  the  urging  them  too  ftrongly 
that  the  extravagancies  of  the  Methodifts  and 
others  inclining  that  way  have  arifen.    They 
may  be  the  proper  ways  conducing  into  holi- 
nefs,  but  I  apprehend  we  are  not  fully  arrived 
at  it>  nor  is  our  Religion  pure  and  rational  until 
we  can  proceed  in  the  exercifes  of  it  with  the 
foJe  expedation  of  rivetting  and  habitualizing 
the  three  virtues  thereby  in  our  hearts,  and  ob- 
taining thofe  rewards  whidi  are  made  the  na- 
tural confequenjccs  of  them  by  the  provifions  of 
Heaven,  ordained  fgr  the  progrefs  of  the  human 
foul  through  her  fcvcral  flagcs  of  exiftence. 

A|id 
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And  if  this  be  our  proper  ultimate  point  of 
view*,  it  muft  be  highly  important  to, fix  our 
eye  upon  it,  when  going  upon  thofe  exercifes 
which  are  deiigned  to  give  it  an  influence  upon 
all  our  other  courfes  of  beliaviour.  But  when 
coming  forth  from  divine  fervices,  though  we 
cannot  expe£l  to  retain  the  fpiritual  ideas  ac- 
conopanyiog  them,  amid  the  buftle  of  the 
world,  yet  we  may  take  care  to  preferve  the 
cSc&  of  them  upon  our  demeanor  in  that  bu(^ 
de,  by  confideriag  our  general  en^ployments  of 
h£c  or  particular  occupations  of  the  day  that 
we  (hoU  or  are  likely  to  be  engaged  in,  how 
tlicy  may  be  bed  purfued  to  our  own  future  or 
preient  advantage,  or  that  of  others,  regard 
being  had  to  abilities,  habits,  opportunities  and 
other  circumftances,  and  to  pradicability  upoa 
each  feveral  occafion,  and  deriving  our  feveral 
mas  of  purfuit  under  one  another  from  that 
gf'and  purpofe,  the  increafe  of  happinefs  among 
the  creatures :  fo  that  whether  we  work  or  ne- 
gociate,  or  contend,  or  profecute,  or  difcourfe, 
or  eat,  or  play,  however  we  may  be  totally  at-- 
tentive  for  the  time  to  the  objedl  before  us,  that 
object  may  have  been  recommended  to  our  at« 
teotion  by  having  traced  its  reference  to  fome 
good,,  either  of  body  or  mind,  the  greateft  that 
was  feaiible  upon  the  occafion,  wherein  God  is 
glorified. 

A  man  that  has  ufed  himfdf  to  run  over  his 
fchraies  of  conduA  for  all  occurrences,  while 

the 
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they  are  fevenUjr  capable  of,  ard  what  da 
mail  eafue  if  chey  could  be  totally  eraifi 
ic  wiU  fiod  means  to  ufe  their  miniftry  % 
rying  on  the  great  delign  ;  thus  haviog  i 
naal  employment  to  be  executed  cither 
ielf,  or  by  thoie  ks  inferior  minifters.  N 
yet  will  it  want  force  to  attrad  and  fwall^ 
(hat,  which  fwallo ws  all  the  red :  for  wd 
ceiving  the  mighty  Arength  of  a  ruling  pi 
and  how  much  greater  works  may  be  uj 
by  its  aid  than  by  the  meer  dilate  of  ;| 
it  will  turn  that  powerful  ageot 
courics,  where  it  may  be  mofl  ulefa 
flrain  it  efiedually  from  others 
work  havoc  and  devadation. 

And  whatever  is  the  main  Tpnn^ 
nu)vements  will  perpetually  catch  the  ch^ 
at  times,  when  they  are  not  neceflarily  eiq 
by  other  objeds.  The  covetous  man  k 
count  over  his  bags,  he  wiU  nai  indeed  ||{ 
ing  his  money,  when  he  Ibould 
more,  but  at  leifure  hours  when  he 
elfc  to  do,  he  can  find  enter  tain  mc 
lemplating  his  riches,  laying  khcmt 
creafing  them,  ruminating  upon  goldc 
and  even  feeding  his  £incy  upon 
lucky  opponunities  that  are  not  likelj 
pen ;  and  in  the  midft  of  his  maft 
fuits  many  a  pleafing  reflcdtion  of  th«] 
accrue    from   them   wiU  occor  |^pi 
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fln^j,  as  that  other  appetites  will  not  folicit  at 
lis  when  that  has  no  work  to  carry  on: 
the  covetous  man  will  go  to  a  feafl  or  a 
pljy  if  you  treat  him*  and  it  interrupts  no  gain- 
icbeme  going  forward,  though  he  experts' 
get  nothing  but  mccr  entertainment  by  his 
pliance ;  but  though  his  ruling  padion  lie$ 
the  while  inaftivc  and  unpcrceived  even  by 
himfclf,  it  is  not  a  flcep,  for  how  deeply  fo- 
cfcf  he  be  engaged  in  other  amufemcnts,  the 
moment  any  thing  offers  ro  affcft  his  pockety 
«  will  gain  his  attention  in  preference  to  all  ob- 
kcls  befide ;  fo  that  we  may  fay  his  appetites 
tly  aft  by  licence  granted  during  pleasure 
that*  In  like  manner  wherever  there  is  a 
orough  principle  of  obedience,  it  will  conti- 
ly  keep  awake  though  not  continually  find- 
matter  of  employment,  and  though  utterly 
It  of  fight  during  engagements  in  bufinefs  or 
ifion,  while  taken  up  in  trivial,  neceffary 
ifld  bafc  offices  incompatible  with  the  fub- 
lidity  of  its  ideas,  neverthelcfs  when  any  thing 
tradiaory  to  it  offers,  it  will  inftantly  take 
or  if  fomething  pradicabic  for  promot- 
its  principal  purpoles  prefents,  ic  will  im* 
lately  fly  to  the  purfuic. 

Nor  will  it,  like  the  ruling  paflion,  barely 
t  licence   to  other    defires    and   appetites^ 
reby   keeping  them  within   the  bounds  of 
cration  ami  innocence,  but  will  bring  them 
ubfervient  to  its  owa  aim :  for  knowing  what 

they 
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ibey  are  fevcrally  capable  of,  and  what  dama^ 
mud  enfue  if  they  could  be  totally  eradicated, 
it  will  fiod  means  to  ufe  their  minidry  in  car'* 
ryiog  on  the  great  delign  ;  thus  having  cond- 
nual  employment  to  be  executed  either  by  i(- 
ielf»  or  by  thoie  its  inferior  minifters.  Neither 
yet  will  it  want  force  to  attrad  and  fwallow  op 
that»  which  fwallows  all  the  red :  for  well  per- 
ceiving the  mighty  Arength  of  a  ruling  paffion, 
and  how  much  greater  works  may  be  achieved 
by  its  aid  than  by  the  meer  diflate  of  reaibsy 
it  will  turn  that  powerful  agent  into  fiich 
courics,  where  it  may  be  mod  ufefnl,  andxe- 
flrain  it  efiedually  from  others  that  migl^e 
work  havoc  and  devaftation. 

And  whatever  i^  the  main  fpring  of  cor 
movements  will  perpetually  catch  the  thougjbtt 
at  limes,  when  they  are  not  neceflarily  eng^oflc# 
by  other  obje&s.  The  covetous  man  k>ve8<pf 
count  over  his  bags,  he  will  not  indeed  be  ficllr 
ing  his  money,  when  he  fliould  be  g^Cbqg 
more,  but  at  leifure  hours  when  he  has  n( 
elfe  to  do,  he  can  find  entertainment  ia 
lemplating  his  riches,  laying  fchemes  for 
creafing  them,  ruminating  upon  golden  projeA^ 
and  even  feeding  his  £incy  upon  wiflm  ^ 
lucky  opponunities  that  are  not  likely  to  bap- 
pen  ;  and  in  the  midft  of  his  moft  eager  pur- 
fuits  many  a  pleafing  refledUon  of  the  profit  19 
accrue    from   them   will   occur  ^ontaneoui^ 

whenever 
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whenever  there  U  room  for  rt,  wkhouc  intcr- 
mprion  to  the  bafioefs  in  hand.     So  the  ihilcr 
ifl  righteoDfnefs  will  find  his  thoughts  ran  ot 
tlieir  own  accord  when  rtoC  Cdllcd  oflF  to  other 
ncceflary  fcrvke,  he  will  be  continually  rtimi- 
la ting  upon  the  ways  of  Providence,  the  con- 
nection of  intercfts,   the   boontres  of  hetven, 
dig^fting  and  perfeding  his  fchcmes  of  conduft, 
tracing  the  reference  of  his  coftimon  tmniic- 
to  their  main  end,  and  fcarching  into  the 
oi'cs  of  every  thing  that  paffcs  around  him  :  and 
though  when  ncceffitated  co  immerfe  himfclf  in 
worldly  cares  and  trivial  engagements,  he  will 
apply  the  full  attention  which  the  prcfent  pur- 
pofc  requires,  yet  a  thought  of  .his  obedience, 
his  grind  concern j  and  cxpeda lions  as  citizen 
of  the  Univcrfe,  will  flip  in  oncalled  whenever 
there  15  room  for  it,  and  it  is  proper,  together 
with    a   pleafing  reflection   that   in   doing  his 
worldly  bufinefs  he  carries  on  his  fpiriitial,  and 
every  pleafure  that  is  innocent  is  profitable :  for 
God  has  (o  ordered  his  courfes  of  Nature  and 
F  ,  that  this  life  in  all  particulars  is  pre- 

^.\.i.jij  to  the  next,  and  whatever  he  calls 
us  10  thereby,  whether  labour  or  play,  though 
vre  do  not  diicem  itt  will  work  to  our  advan* 
tage* 

Bot  this  vital  principle  which  ought  to  be 
fobcr,  rational*  deEcrmlnate,  fteady  and  uni- 
form, degenerates  in  fomc  pcrfons  too  frequently 
ferfant  among  mcthodifts  and  entbufiafts, 
D  into 
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into  a  paflidii;  and  then  takes  all  the  irregulari*  . 
ties  of  that  uncertain  fpring  of  adtion }  ic  be- 
comes convulfive  and  aguei(h»  fometioies  boil- 
ing in  tranfports  and  exta^cs,  at  others  ftagnat- 
iog  in  terrors  and  defpondencies^  unable  -to 
lay  out  a  regular  prafticaUe  plan  of  condud, 
or  make  the  proper  jundtion  between  religious 
exercifes  and  the  common  occupations  which  . 
Providence  has  rendered  necefTary  to  the  con- 
dition wherein  we  are  placed,  flriving  to  mingle 
them  together  as  ingredients  in  the  fame  mefs,  , 
rather  than  unite  them  as  diftindfc  members  of 
the  fame  body  i  whence  their  piety  intrudes  un* 
feafonably  to  the  interruption  of  bufinefs,  and 
continually  difturbs  the  operation  of  the  very 
meafures  itfelf  had  recommended  as  expedient* 
Care  therefore  muft  be  taken  for  guarding  againft 
this  corruption,  for  if  the  light  that  is  within 
us  bedarknefs,  how  great  is  that  darknefs!  But 
when  the  governing  principle  has  been  efta- 
blifhed  upon  the  folid  grcunJs  of  rational  con- 
viction, when  the  methods  have  been  purfued 
for  turning  it  into  an  habitual  perfuaiion,  and 
for  di(lri|3uting  its  influence  among  the  feveral 
engagements  of  life,  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  recalling  it  frequently  to  mind  at 
convenient  times,  it  will  be  a  principle  of  rea- 
fon,  fobriety  and  difcretion,  not  a  predominant 
pailion, 

12.  And  I  imagine  the  bufinefs  of  life  would 
go  on  never  the  worfe,  if  men  were  to  take  this 

governing 
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governing  principle  for  the  prime  diredor  of 
all  their  motions :  for  it  would  not  lead  them 
into  idlenefs,  nor  fullenncfs,  nor  negle£t  of  rfaeir 
perfons,  nor  infeniibility  to  pleafuie  or  reputa* 
tion,  nor  perhaps  woold  it  much  alter  the  mea- 
fures  they  already  purfue.    We  muft  have  food 
and  cloathing  or  we  cannot  live  to  do  any  im* 
portant  fervices^  we  muft  take  doe  care  di  our 
healths  and    oor  fpirits,  or  we  ihall  perform 
them  but  fed>ly  and  ineffcduaily,  we  muft 
gather  fuch  bnocent  eojoymcms  as  Providence 
has  hung  in  oor  readi,or  we  {hall  become  mclao* 
dioly,  unthankful  and  murmuring^  we  moft 
Gooform  CO  the  cufioms  of  mankind  arid  yAn 
in  familiar  interconrics  among  them,   or  we 
flttll  be  utter  ftrasgo^  in  the  midft  of  fc^citty, 
without  means  of  learning  by  obfervaiion  f">m 
Qlba?,  or  CGmmur.icai23g  imprcvcniM:  to  ;h*.-n, 
or  doing  them  any  good  Q5ct». 

The  day  labourer,  ihc  mccf;i:;;c.  t?ic  ncr- 
dant,  the  ibldier,  the  mccr  :-:;;-•  ivwy^  %{ 
Icamu^  miliury  ikid  cc  ix...yz.v^,s.TXT.:,  rh^ 
ddicate  pedt  mskie  Tcrlzd.  b  a:>  fci;r.c2  b-a:  :>.ic 
rfdrtis,  arc  azi^  2id  tea-tibl*  zxr\c  :hc  z^-^t^ 
defoQgder  aai  ujc  iiLsr,  i:t  z:  fvm?:  .  f  :-i 
Acirfcveral  ib^cci-  c-crrlbcci-g  rr.cr*  -,r  \'/^ 
totis-  accc£i.Has.  i:j^  ccr.itmer.ccs,  \:.c  /i:  ;-> / 


The  i-pcecxe  c*:  hzzztz,  :hc  >.7*  ^f  >/»i,-'- ^ 
Qcdcare  cf  irncmir.i  car  :'jr:-->c,  ri>r  ;4ir;k««^ 
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lively  urge  to  the  care  of  our  perfons,  to  in- 
duftry  in  our  profefiioDS,  to  merit  the  efteem  of 
oar  companions,  and  give  a  relifli  to  our  diver- 
f:oQS :  therefore  have  their  ules,  as  bebg  necef^ 
iary  to  ftimalate  and  carry  us  through  the  per- 
formance of  things  ufeful.  It  is  only  the  dif- 
cernment  of  thofe  ufes  and  reference  thereto  in 
cntring  upon  our  conries  of  behaviour,  that  is 
wanting  to  fandify  and  render  them  fteps  taken 
in  profecution  of  our  main  intent :  for  where 
fuch  reference  has  conftantly  been  pradtifed,  no- 
thing will  be  done  originally  upon  impulfe,  nof 
for  we  know  net  why,  though  appetite  may  be 
and  commonly  muft  be  aiding  to  carry  on  die 
work  with  the  ftrength  of  its  impulfe,  butapi* 
petite  always  receiving  commiffion  to  uGt  froof 
the  governing  principle,  whatever  meafuits  if 
impels  to  which  were  before  accidentally  pio- 
duflive  of  fome  good,  will  now  become  • 
obedience  to  the  Will  of  God.  And  ow 
would  think  it  (hould  prove  no  fmall  encouragB-^ 
mcnt  with  men  to  cultivate  a  holinefs  of 
per,  to  fee  chat  thereby  they  may  turn  moftoi 
tlicir  habitual  attachments  and  defires  iaio.t 
tucs,  mod  of  their  common  occupation!^  I 
rjf  tlicir  amufements,  their  triflesi  M 
follies  into  good  deeds,  only  by  SaM 
c  otitrmpLuiiig  the  unobferved  gpoi 
tliry  were  rubfervlent ;  and  tfap 
iiiito  (loii  without  totally  d 
wnvs  of  llx  world.  rjj 
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It  icarce  needs  to  be  repeatedi  that  when  ho* 
lineis  has  fet  appetite  his  ra(k  and  limited  the 
cent  of  his  commifiion,  it  mufl  leave  the  ex* 
tion  entirely  to  ihc  fervanc  for  fear  of  de,- 
caning  and  fouling  itfelf  among  thofe  grofs 
leas  to  which  the  eye  muft  then  be  held  at- 
tentive.   But  if  habit  and  defire  be  thus  in- 
ured to  difcipline,  and  to  take  diredlion  Uaxn 
an  impartial  reference  to  the  grand  aitn  of  at- 
uining  fpiriiual  bappincfs  by  a  ftcady  profecut* 
lion  of  temporal  among  our  fellow  creatures 
^Hherein  God  is  glorified^  it  will  never  run  out 
^uito  fpontaneous  fallies,   nor  courfes  palpably 
mifchicvous,  nor  any  thing  wherein  that  refer- 
ence cannot  be  traced  :  it  will  lie  fo  qujct  when 
icalbn  and  duty  command  filence,  that  the  left 
cheek  may  be  turned  to  him  that  has  fmote  the 
hi,  and  he  that  has  taken  the  coat  permitted 
lo  take  the  cloak  alfo,  and  kind  offices  be  per* 
!   10  enemies  and  perfccutors;  and  the 
conduel  will  he  rational,  pious,  onifortn, 
blc  and  I.. 
13,  Nor  would   this  principle  do  hurt  tb 
of  the  richeft  talents  and  higheft  ftations 
hofc  rnllng  paQion  is  name,  power  and  great* 
which  it  would  not  eradicate  nor  ftifle, 
t  employ  as  an  able  minifter  in  its  own  fer- 
ccs.     For  (uch  pcrfons  above  all  others,  may 
cxpcfted  never  to  a^  upon  mecr  impulfc, 
t  to  have  a  Why  for  all  their  proceedings ; 
is  il  enough  that  their  mealprcs  arc  dcx- 
p  3  troufly 
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TTO-jily  :.:ctr:T£c  'c  2r:Vcr  iht  tim  tbcr  drive 
£1.  ur^lrfr  :hrr  krsrw  iif  wiTc  "i^-br  ihcy  took 
vp  tha:  a'::r?.  and  J  iircauic  caDdncire  to  fome 
higher  ain:,  hhTz  examined  ibat  100,  and  fo 
pjrf-ed  thtir  1  ie^t  f^o=i  point  xo  point  to  the 
fjrrhefi  bDD3d*.rT  r^f  hscan  rcaloa. 

F:t  !C'  afc  nrrrmD-ro  T^idreocnt  and  abili- 
ties in  'be  Lttilnmert  of  ars  cud,  bat  parfiie 
tbe  cr«d  o^'r  br::i.:-!*  :he:r  mDtber  tEi?ghi  than, 
b^csu/e  dr'lr-::^^  ibeir  fa->cv,  becaufe  the 
crr.fUi::  fjb;f f:  of  panrryric.  hecaofe  raifing 
the  adc::r£tj:n  -rf  the  myi'c:?.  becsnfc  every 
body  vriines  to  i^mir-  i:,  iefmF  a  prepcAeroui 
wav  of  proceeding:  it  i?  fubirrtirxg  the  maa 
23  ferr;:i:de  10  ibe  bes:!.  For  vriier  headi 
than  ir/jn-  hav^  of  eld  cMro^ed  resf^n  and 
appeiiic  ID  ibe  ridtr  ai^d  hi?  hirfe :  inr  it  would 
be  rid:ca::ui  10  fee  a  mas  on  £ril  itniog  oat 
pTt  his  hc7:e  the  cbc  ice  « beihcr  they  flnR 
travel  ccctb  or  weii,  ariu  iben  ererd^  the  moft 
ccnfomz:*:?  ikill  a'-id  masiges^est  for  aniviag 
a:  :bf  n^t^doT^s  :ao  hundred  miSesotf,  wliic|i 
be  kn?vrs  b:?  h:?rjc  is  feed  of, 

Fcr  :i:t!:  cbrice  cf  the  cliiacatc  oHedt  to  be 
rr-fjei  :-  :re  '-rr-ev  of  life  I  ihall  not  fisirf 
ihirr.  hick  :c  :he  Catschim  ror  udc  p^!t^i 
p:c:er.d  -.c  !rii  :hem  cr  :be  prooela 
ihrr  irsy   nr.d  it:  for  their  own 
pxo-.iir*:  :hty  wii!  ufe  it,  vi!!  dkeA 
tcr  :han  ir.y  ir-i'irufiiar.?  by  pcrlocs  of  Icfti 
ttr.flTc  vi^Vii  ^r^  kfs  arsple  €apackie%^~' 
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lay  fevc  fomc  iroiiblc  to  foggcft  a  few  topics 
pliereoo  to  cxcrcifc  their  judgemcoL     They 
my  plcafe  then  to  confider,  wbcihcr  h;r         \ 
not  the  proper  ultimate  objcft  for  rcaion  to 
irftJC,  whether  there  be  any  thing  elfc  to  be 
>und  beyond,  which  renders  it  defirable,  and 
whcchcr  all  other  things  do  not  become  dcfira- 
je  for  their  tcndenqr  to  tKaL     Whether  hap- 
bioefs  (lands  confined  to  the  gratification  of  a 
few  years,  or  that  diftant  good  is  likcvviie  to 
be  taken  into  tlie  computacion  :  whence  it  ap- 
pears a  mccr  impuhb  of  appetite  that  would  at* 
ach  them  to  the  fptendor  of  their  prelent  fitua* 
jdoo,  were  it  certainly  to  be  of  half  a  century 
tinuancc,  but  as  in  tl^c  fchcmes  they  lay  for 
the  profperity  of  the  nation,  they  contrive  for 
iiturc  ages  to  the  remoteft  pofterity,  fo  pru- 
nce  and  conCdcratc  judgement  will  incline 
to  confuU  their  own  happinefs  in  the  moil 
itftiturity*     Whether  their  care  to  have 
^thtir  names  dune  in  biflory  and  be  remembered 
with  honour  by  fucceeding  generations,  be  really 
tcorxem  for  the  future,  or  only  the  gratificar 
I  of  a  prdcnt  appetite  %  or  there  be  any  pro- 
afliirancei  that  they  (hall  know  a  hundred 
,    or    Ihall    feci  an/  real  pleafure 
'l^  know;:  vv  liat  is  then  faid  of 
c  they  wiil  reap  no  other 
V  irnc,    tlian   what   arifei 

ithccontcinputionof  it  while  they  Uvc« 

i'  .r  They 
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They  may  examine  what  is  properly  themr 
felves,  what  only  an  inftrament,  habitation  or 
adjunft  feparable  from  thcm«  to  whiich  of  U)e 
iwo  their  family,  their  fortune,  their  knowledge, 
their  accomplilbments  were  owing,  and  whe- 
ther they  can  depend  upon  bei;ig'  bpra  ipto 
another  Aate  of  being  under  thp  f^ipe  ftdvaii* 
iageous  circumftances  as  they  cam^  into  this^ 

It  may  then  be  expedient  to  caft  a  thoughl 
upon  the  origin  of  things,  whether  Ncceffity 
and  Chance  be  fubftances,  a6live  powers  or  t& 
ficient  caufes  of  any  thing  or  only  manners  ojf 
adding  in  other  fuhftances ;  whether  g  pecce|V 
five  Being  can  be  formed  by  the  compoficipo  d 
unpctceptive  principles ;  whether  the  order  of 
nature  and  variety  of  diverfly  qualified  fubftaft* 
ces  we  behold,  ipiuft  not  be  the  produfb'oo^C 
a  free  and  intelligent  agent,  and  what  thecb^ 
rafter  of  that  agent  may  be  conceived  toM 
Whether  there  be  not  rational  grounds  to  a 
clode  the  whole  Univerfe  governed  by  cme^ 
neral  fcheme  of  polity,  having  a  mutual 
pendence  of  all  its  parts  upon  one  another,  ^ 
a  ftrid  impaniality  of  favour  among  tfas 
ceptive  members,  preferving  an  cxad 
in  the  portion  of  each,  computed  tbfc 
the  whole  extent  of  their  exiflc 
whence  follows  an  intimate 
cereils,  every  individual  hairiif  a 
cern  in  whatever  good  ot.i 
9ther :  therefore  the  nn 
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the  few,  bat  the  few  for  thecuany,  and  what 
Mtraordinarjr  abilities  are  given  tp  fome,  were 
pot  given  in  particular  fondncfs  to  thtm^  but 
ibr  iake  of  the  jHiblic,  or  for  all  thofc  whc> 
xnay  be  beiie£ied  by  chem. 

By  competent  rdleflion  opon  thefe  topicSi  k 
puy  poiTibly  appear  co  their  fatisfa&ion  that 
the  bappincfs  of  all  for  whom  they  can  pro- 
cure Jt^  is  the  ultimate  point  which  realon  and 
jadgcmcot  will  recDinaicnd  to  their  purfuic,  as 
ftanding  next  in  otder  to  their  own  happitjcfs : 
^  it  will  readily  occur  th$tt  the  happinefs  of 
ihe  people  does  not  confifi  folcly  in  the  richer 
Ihnd  proJpcriry  of  the  nation,  but  likewifc  in 
good  interna!  n^l^ty,  decency  of  manners,  pro- 
priety of  IV,  I  I  its,  variety  of  engagements^ 
innocence  of  de(] res,  peace  and  tranquillity  oj 
m^f  f^U  which  they  will  be  attentive  (everally 
tn  itc  by  fuch  ways  and  methods  as  may 

oner.  They  may  then  contemplate  the  wea!> 
Mfs  of  human  nature  in  which  reafon  is  too 
fficbb  (o  work  its  purpofes  without  aid  of  fomc 
paffion  to  afllft  in  the  execution :  therefore  it 
h  expetJicDt  to  cultivate  in  their  breafts  a  no- 
' '  :fi  of  fcnlimcnt,  a  love  of  fame,  a  defire 
^  -'  •  r-t,  power  and  influence  among  their 
r  _l::j:-:,  making  this  the  ruling  paffion  Jo 
b  and  overwhelm  al^  other  defires  incident 
to  the  human  heart,  as  well  knowing  that 
Lit  fuch  powerful  incitement  they  could 

er  have  fpirit  enough  to  go  through  all  the 

troubles, 
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trouble-,  chc  fatigues,  the  fclf-dcnials,  the  con- 
trivances neceflary  for  the  public  fcrvicc. 

So  they  will  not  take  this  impolfe  for  the 
prime  director  of  their  conduct,  but  employ  it 
as  a  vigorous  agent  for  the  better  furtherance 
of  thofe  defigns  they  had  determined  upon  be- 
fore in  their  calm  and  fober  judgement,  as  % 
man  ufes  a  horfe  to  carry  him  further  upon  bis 
journey  than  he  could  poflibly  have  gone  with 
his  own  legs.     But  they  will  not   fufFer  the 
horfe  to  take  the  bit  between  his  teeth  and  run 
away  with  them,  nor  give  into  meafures  dcti> 
mental  to  the  public  for  fake  of  gratifying  tbe 
!)c;ift :  for  the  rider  will  never  drop  the 
though  fometimcs  loofening  them  to  give  fee 
to  a  full  career,  much  Icfs  will  he  ufe  his  fdj 
c  iiy  to  juftify  the  wanton  fallies  of  the  horfe,  <r 
find  out  by  an  after  thought,  that  they  have  ad- 
vanced him  forward  on  his  journey,  but  will 
keep  a  conftant  eye  beforehand  upon  the  coorfei 
lie  is  going  to  take. 

And  if  they  have  a  principle  of  reafon 
enough  to  rule  the  ruling  pafiion/it  will 
employment  in  many  cafes  where  the  fcf 
cannot  aflift,  or  even  would  ftand  inclined 
oppofe :  they  will  be  careful  to  encourrgt 
vices,  extravasjancics,    nor  falhionable   falir 
to  lead  infcnfibly  into  wholcfome  fcntjmcm«i 
iluir  difcourles  and  example,  to  wjucballj 
lafions  of  doing  a  real  good,  ihough 
not  contributing  to  increafc  t^ 
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tereili  to  comply  with  forms,  ceremonies  and 
codoms  ufcful  for  ihc  people,  though  perhaps 
not  cftecmcd  needful  for  themfelvcs,  to  forego 
opportunities  of  enlarging  their  power,  to  re* 
fign  ir  peaceably  and  contentedly*  to  bear  nnK 
delcrvcd  treatment,  abufcs  and  flander,  when* 
crer  the  public  good  (hall  fo  require :  &  harder 
ttfk  than  that  of  turning  the  right  cheek  to  him 
that  has  (mote  the  Icfr,  or  giving  up  the  cloak 
alfo  to  hrni  that  has  taken  away  the  coat. 

Thus  the  divine  glory  purfucd  by  the  good 
of  ihc  creatures  is  capable  of  furnift^ing  the 
pbn  of  condu€l  for  all  ftations  of  life,  and  di- 
ng the  choice  In  all  circumftances  that  can 
:o  J  and  meafurcs  of  every  kind  would  be 
j^cucr  laid  than  upon  any  other  foundation. 
For  notliing  can  fall  within  the  compafs  of  our 
afHvity  but  there  is  one  courfc  to  be  taken  pro- 
ve of  better  advantage  than  another,  be  it 
DO  more  than  of  a  prefent  momentary  plea- 
for  this  is  an  aCceflion  to  happincfs  when 
-^'--^crcan  be  made/  Not  that  the  grand 
p ti  ;  L  can  a£luate  all  our  particular  motions^ 
for  this  h  both  impradicable  and  improper; 
but  it  may  give  fan^ton  to  the  rules  dire^ing 
ikm,  geno^ate  the  aims  inviting  to  them,  and 
fe  the  appetites  exciting  them.  And  he 
t  Oioutd  proceed  in  all  his  adllons  upon 
limi  derived  direftly,  or  by  the  medium  of 
crhcr  aims,  from  that  origin,  and  by  the  im- 
polfc  of  appetites  commilEoned  thereby*  might 

be 
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aducvitig  it  J  yet  he  may  propofc  k  for  hit 
(X)Qftant  aim,  and  endeavour  upon  all  occaCions 
to  come  a3  near  lo  it  as  poflibJc»  but  without 
being  tcrriBod  when  he  miflet  his  nnirli^  or  If 
at  any  time  the  air  be  So  darkened  tliat  be  can<>. 
ftotdifcem  iu  . 

For  Gad  and  nature  Grft  put  us  under  con- 
duft  of  appetite,  from  whence  difcretion  and 
miiom  are  afterwards  to  grow  $  biK  we  mud 
not  expe£t  to  fee  the  perfe^  tree  (hoot  inflanca- 
ficoody  from  the  feed.  Therefore  appetite  if 
oor  proper  guide  whenever  we  have  no  better 
ta  follow  i  but  experience,  inftrudion  and  con- 
fcrfc  among  mankind,  quickly  difcover  to  U3 
^  errors  of  appetite,  and  create  other  deiirea 
of  hctUhj  fccurity,  improvement,  profit,  ad- 
??  iM    or   reputation,    which   fupply  us 

iiilkrr  engagement  than  tlie  natural,  be- 
.  finding  a  pleafure  in  prolpcdt^  before  ii$, 
iDd  givjttg  a  pre  feat  intrrcil  to  gratifications 
yet  to  come. 

Bui  thofe  purfuits  proving  often  delailyf^ 
ftV  '^'ing  one  another  and  leading  into  mif. 
:\fua^  confequcnces,  there  needs  a  higher 
to  guide  them;  and  this  can  be  had  only 
6om  coniemplatjon  of  univerfal  Nature,  and 
lk-p9wcr  by  which  it  was  eftablifhcd.  Thus 
darmg  the  reign  of  appetite  which  give  begin- 
ning lo  our  infant  anions,  we  were  liiilc  dif- 
ferent from  the  brutes;  difcretlon»  common 
pmdcncc  and  knowledge  in  the  ways  of  the 

world 
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world  made  men  of  us,  and  Religion  ii 

perfect  and  pradical  would  make  us 

or  as  near  to  Angels  as  onr  prefent  con 

capable  of  being  raifed.    It  would  ft9 

enjoyment  or  happinefs  for  our  ultinu 

rating  that  at  a  diilance  as  high  as  if 

near  at  hand,  and  allowing  that  at  hand 

?aloe  it  deferves :  it  would  forbid  us  no 

pieafures  that  could  be  bad  at  free  cc 

would  teach  us  to  feel  a  prefent  fatisfa^ 

profpeds  of   the    mod  remote.      TI 

would  reftrain  cither  the  natural  or  ac 

appetites  in  nothing  that  can  add  ta  the 

our  enjoyments :  it  would  only  withhok 

from  running  into  mifchiefs  they  do  no 

fee,  and  turn  them  into  couries  that 

yield  profit  as  well  as  gratification  $  i 

our  whole  lives  a  continued  fcene  of  iatit 

cither  in  the  prefent  fruition  of  innoccn 

fureSy  or  the  joyful  reflection  of  being  ai 

in  the  acquificion  of  future. 

For  whoever  has  a  hearty  defire  of  dc 
ways  what  he  difcems  to  be  right,  will : 
lail  of  having  that  defire  gratified:  and  j 
of  continual  gratification  in  a  predomii 
lire  every  body  will  allow  to  be  a  (lai 
joyment.  But  the  uneaiineires  wc  fe 
either  from  the  want  of  a  quick  di( 
and  ftrong  perfuafioi^  that  the  meaJuf 
will  conduce  to  oiti  r*"*^""^^^ 
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defire  being  too  weak  to  overpower  any  pain  or 
trouble  that  lies  in  the  way. 

Now  if  we  think  this  difcernment  and 
ftrength  of  defire  too  hard  a  talk  for  us  ever  to 
attain  compleatly»  as  indeed  I  chink  fo  too»  yec 
when  making  due  reflection  upon  the  value  of 
them  if  they  could  be  attained^  we  (hall  wifh 
to  approach  as  near  to  them  as  poflible :  and 
without  vexing  ourfelves  at  what  we  cannot  do^ 
fhall  watch  for  every  opportunity  of  making  a 
litde  advance  towards  them,  as  being  an  advan- 
tage gained,  with  as  much  attention  as  a  mifer 
docs  to  the  profit  of  every  (hilling  he  can  get  in 
a  bargain.  For  thofe  are  feldom  the  moft  thriv- 
iqg  people,  who  drive  at  none  but  vaft  pro- 
jed%  and  will  needs  grow  rich  at  once:  nor  is 
he  likely  to  make  the  beft  proficiency  in  holi- 
nefs,  who  expeds  to  become  a  faint  by  one 
eagqr  refolution,  to  pradife  uncommon  virtuesy 
aiui  never  do  a  wrong  thing  again.  But  trea- 
fiires  in  heaven  as  well  as  upon  earth  are  raiied 
by  continually  accumulating  to  the  (lock  in 
hand,  and  more  is  to  be  done  by  vigilance  and 
ndaftry,  than  by  ftrength  and  impetuofity. 

i§.  By  due  performance  of  our  religious  fer- 
vioet  with  a  view  to  that  efied  for  which  alone 
rldiejr  are  profitable,  the  improving  our  difpofi* 
i| iioDS  and  fentiments  of  mind^  every  cxercife 
will  add  fomething  to  their  vigor,  and  help  to 
reoder  them  more  habitual :  fo  that  after  pay* 
Vg  our  devotions  rightly  at  any  time,  we  may 

depend 
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depend  upon  having  made  a  profit,  which  will 
nianifeft  itfelf  in  our  lubfequent  conduft :  the 
next  thought  will  be  how  to  exemplify  our 
fentiments  by  oiir  pra&ice. 

And  here  we  (hall  certainly  find  an  infur- 
mountable  difficuky  in  laying  out  all  parts  of 
oar  condudt  upon  this  plan«  and  difcoveribg  a 
reference  in  every  employment  we  muft  un- 
avoidably engage  in  to  our  ^Intipal  intention; 
but  this  need  not  trouble  us,  fot  this  world  b  a 
fchool  wherein  we  muft  ndr  elcpeA  to  be  ma(^ 
ters  in  the  (cience  we  were  lent  hither  to  lean- 
Yet  we  may  continually  make  fome  profidenc; 
therein,  obferving  references  where  we  had  not 
diicerned  them  before,  finding  lifes  in  things  we 
had  efteemed  unalrailmg,  deducing  new  roles 
from  our  more  general  fuited  to  the  variety  of 
circumftances  that  may  befall,  correcting  them 
fr6m  time  to  time,  and  learning  better  and  bet- 
ter how  to  torn  particular  opportunities:  to  the 
befl:  account,  either  for  promoting  fome  fblid 
good  or  innocent  pleafure,  or  for  efcaping  tfaie 
mifchiefs  and  inconveniences  that  might  enfilc 
from  the  negledl  of  them. 

For  experience  and  diligence  will  do  gre&i 
mfatters  by  imperceptible  workings :  we  know 
the  frugal  proverb;  a  pin  a  day  is  a  groat  i 
year,  and  if  we  make  ever  fo  little  advance 
every  day  in  our  progrefs,  it  is  fcarce  to  be  cre« 
dited  what  lengths  we  may  arrive  at  by  the 
year's  end,  fo  as  to  feel  the  truth  of  that  pro- 

mifcj 
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a  topic  of  joyfal  thankfgiving  for  the  progrefs 
^c  have  been  enabled  to  go,  and  the  little 
(hare  wherein  we  have  been  made  inftranoental 
together  virith  others  of  our  fellow  creatures, 
towards  carrying  on  any  work  of  God,  whe? 
ther  in  the  advan(:einent  of  ReligipD,  •  fbitie 
public  benefit,  education  of  our  children,  fer^ 
vices  of  our  friends,  or  by  fooie  fmall  additioq 
to  the  conveniences  or  chearfulnefs  of  li^ 
Which  topic  may  be  frequently  refumed  with 
g<iod  emolument,  as  helping  oonGderabty  to 
flrengthen  the  three  fundamental  virtues  in  our 
hearts ;  provided  care  be  taken  to  keep  dear  of 
the  pharifaical  comparilbn  with  other  pcrfona 
fuppofed  lefs  profitable  fervants.  For  it  is  the 
property  of  found  piety  to  joy  in  good  works 
for  the  profit,  not  for  the  credit  of  them,  and 
take  a  fenfible  reli(h  in  the  fmalleil,  vAntti 
fatisfied  they  w^cre  the  bed  that  could  have 
been  dotte  under  the  circumftances  attending 
thtm. 

When  pains  and  affli6lit3rns,  toils  and  trtm- 
bles  fdU  upon  us,  we  (hall  often  ibffer  by  them 
and  often  b$  thrown  off  the  hinges,  for  we 
if^ere  born  in  vveakneis,  and  bred  up  in  fears 
and  delicacy,  but  if  we  cannot  mafter  the 
ftrong,  we  (hall  continually  make  frelh  con* 
queds  upon  the  fmalier,  and  continually  gather 
fome  acceffion  of  Arength  to  contend  with  the 
mightieft;  but  every  vi(5tory  and  every  brave 
ftruggle>    c^xn  thotigh  unfuccefefol,   will  be 

cfisencd 


Iccmcd  an  advantage  and  a  plcafurc.  Appetite 
HC  will  ftili  prompt  to  aSion  upon  ihcir 
QWo  lOipuLfei  Without  (laying  to  take  dire^iofi 
ihxn  the  nsk«  of  judgement,  ibocieiimes  w4\ 
carry  us  forcibly  in  oppoficion  thereto,  or  fomc- 
liaics  warp  us  inrenfibly  out  of  the  line,  and  \i^ 
Qull  often  loie  fight  of  our  reference^  iQ  as  ta 
dilcem  xk»  rule  drawn  frotn  thence  applicable 
to  the  prefent  occafian.  But  when  the  tidor 
docs  not  fee  the  way  himfclf,  he  cannot  do  bct- 
icr  than  let  the  horfc  find  his  own  track,  and  if 
the  bcaft  be  fcrviccable,  will  be  content  to  take 
ihc  good  qualities  with  the  had,  nor  wiili  tp 
parr  with  bitn,  or  have  hini  ioie  all  his  mettle 
becaufe  of  fome  unlucky  tricks;  for  how  often 
focver  be  be  run  away  with,  he  will  never  quit 
hold  uf  tlie  reins,  but  try  to  gather  them  up 

hen  he  can,  and  bring  biin  off  his  tricks  by 


ic 
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(irrxlucc  cfTcfts  that  could  not  have  been' work- 
ed by  (licngih. 

The  fame  principle  likewife  may  keep  us  at- 
torn ivc  to  the  ways  of  Providence  in  the  admi- 
nirtnition  of  the  moral  world,  the  fprings  of  ac- 
tion working  among  mankind^  the  courfes  oT 
rvrnt^i  the  ulcs  and  tendencies  of  thing;  mov- 
ing urmind  us,  from  whence  to  gather  who!e> 
fcimc  dirciftions  for  the  better  managenfient  of 
p^^x  own  conduct ;  to  find  matter  of  joy  and 
ihixnktulnds  in  bletVings  falUng  cat  of  our 
rcAiht  and  in  works  perfonned  b^  otben 
wherein  we  had  no  hand. 

For  the  ecnera!  conncdico  cf  inrerefls  hav- 
Jrj:  ji,\i:rcd  cv.r  tUJ!  p<::"m£cn,  will  gtrc  us  a 
OxVcr  ;*H  5:^  i'!  :hc  Zv'wi  irJ  ci;I  we  bebdd  clfc« 
\r;NCTr.    a$  iVr^  :.;  whicev^f  cocpCI^ccs  to 

r -^      ft    *'iiri     nrc 
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hurt  nor  difpicaftire  but  rciudanlly,  upon  the 
ncctflity  of  fetruring  fome  greater  good  thai 
muft  oihcrwifc  be  loft,  and  pleafed  with  any 
real  benefit  though  worked  undcfignedly  by 
perfons  a<fling  under  the  unpulfe  of  appetite  or 
lipoti  private  %'icws. 

l6.  This  pleafure  together  whh  thiS  obftr- 
▼ariofi  of  what  great  benefits  to  mankind  are  fd 
Kkcd  by  thofe  undifcerning  fprings  of  aftioni 
tijht  innruft  us  how  to  fhnpe  our  dealings 
with  the  world  :  for  thofc  who  go  about  to  re- 
form mankind  arc  commonly  too  romantic  in 
their  fchemes,  and  the  methods  of  purfoing 
ihcm.  The  Philofophcr  would  have  all  men 
inftantly  follow  their  reafon  and  then  they 
roiild  want  nothing  elfe  to  make  them  com- 
l^katly  happy*  whether  this  be  true  or  no  I 
cannot  certainly  tell,  but  undoubtedly  if  they 
rould  follow  their  reafon,  ihings  would  go  on 
Infinitely  better  than  they  do:  but  the  great 
difficulcy  lies  in  bringing  them  to  walk  ftcadily 
under  that  guidance,  and  to  this  purpofe  1  con* 
ccJve  Religion  and  religious  fcrviccs  rightly  ap- 
pUcd,  together  with  the  rules  of  condud  dcriv-* 
ing  a  ianftion  from  their  reference  ihercto,  are 
ftt  ly  conducive*     The  pious  man  wants 

every  body  a  Saint*  until  finding  the 
lUtr  unwilling  to  be  lucorcd  by  hioii  he 
wicked  creatures*  rcpro- 
^  is  to  be  done:  fo  he 
wn  iiitc^iiy,  converf* 
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ing  folely  with  his  Go^,  as  being  inc^ble  of 
doing  fervice  to  hb  fellow  creatures.  If  he 
coold  make  them  real  and  rational  Saints,  I 
have  no  objection,  and  fliootd  be  overjoyed  to* 
lirnd  hkn  a  helping  hand;  but  what  if  he  can- 
not ?  is  there  nothing  elfe  to  be  done  for  then» 
iththe  labour  of  love  ?  He  is  commanded  to  do 
good  to  enemies  and  perfecucors,  whom  w& 
Qiay  preiume  wicked  men,  fcarce  capable  of 
being  improved  by  him  in  fandlity:  thesefora 
there  mud  be  fome  other  benefit  to  be  done 
them,  for  God  would  not  command  a  duty 
that  i€  impoflible. 

Religion  and  the  governing  principle  above 
mentioned  lead  us  to  do  all  the  good  we  can, 
not  that  we  cannot  do,  becaufe  we  think  it 
better:  but  how  know  vfc  what  is  beft?  and 
ought  we  not  to  efteem  that  beft  whereto  wo 
are  called  by  Nature  and  Providence  hxfmg. 
put  it  into  our  power?  The  neceflariea  .tmi 
conveniences,  the  imbelliihmeats  and  cnfof^ 
ments  of  life  are  good  and  valuable  in 
felves,  nor  ever  Become  unholy  unfeis 
the  abufe  of  them  draws  on  greater 
which  over  ballance  their  benefit:  thcmfiM!; 
whatever  contributes  to  the  fupply  of  themdt^j 
ferves  our  attention  and  encouiagementt  wlMjfj 
to  apply  upon  all  feafbnablc  oppoctoniyek  m 
part  of  the  work  whereto  we  arecaUedi 

But  thofe  things  muft  be  procnred^'tit^ 
bour  of  muhitndcs  ailing  in  varioci^  iM^k^'' 
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of  which  they  coutd  ever  be  brought  into  by 
the  principles  of  Religion,  For  how  will  yoa 
-  '"  a  fcnfc  of  the  ^*  -^  il  intcrcft  in  the  ignp- 
_.._  plowman,  live 4,  .  ^jgh  to  arry  him  thro' 
ihc  faiigucs  of  his  daily  work?  Yet  wrthouc 
his  induftry  you  cannot  have  your  daily  bread. 
How  will  you  infpirc  the  unfeeling  feaman 
with  a  public  fpirit,  fufficicnt  to  oiakc  him  cn- 
dorc  all  hardfhips^  to  brave  the  dangers  of 
every  element  t  Yet  without  his  aid  you  cannot 
live  fecurely  at  bome»  or  enjoy  the  tranquillity 
needful  for  your  meditaiions  to  the  improve* 
inent  of  your  own  or  your  neighbours  fandticy# 
Religion    wj(h   the  generality    of  mankinj 

re  there  is  fome  fcnfc  of  ir»  operates  but  ay 
I  bridle  not  as  a  fpur^  exciting  no  defire  of  any 
kind  but  at  mod  redratntng  thofe  arifrng  froai 
orber  ibuices  |  it  is  fubmitted  to  aa  a  burdea 
nccefiary  for  avoiding  the  (liipe^  threatened  ta 
diibbcdieoce:  fo  they  ferve  God  as  the  Indiana 
do  the  d^Til,  that  he  may  not  hurt  them,  and 
:i  .de  isto  efca{>e  bell  rather  than  to 

pxa  beafen^  nor  would  they  ever  think  of  the 
kier  if  there  were  a  third  place  whither  they 
n^t  go  to  be  focure  from  the  former.  The 
fpriikgi  ^uMfig  their  movements  and  airm  in-' 
vkiog  their  purfuit  are  luftenance^  or  forfuoe^ 
or  pQwer^  or  great neft,  or  reputation  or  amufe^ 
or  Amie  liToariie  febeme  they  have 

1  csade  food  of  by  natural  app^ 
caikam  or  accident  toadbrn'^  i^ 
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Therefore  by  obfervation  upon  the  charafi 

arid  abilities  of  men,  meanE  may  often  be  to\ 

of  turning  their  defires  to  fome  advantage 

their  own,  or  of  one  another :  our  bufinefs  tl 

is  to  join  with  what  little  aid  we  can  bring 

any  thing  going  forward  for  improTemeat 

good  manners,  good  polity,  peace,  tranquil 

of  mind,  convenience  or  enjoyment   of  1 

for  all  we  do  of  this  kind  comes  properly  w 

in  our  days  work,  fo  that  if  entered  upoc 

that  light,  we  (hall  be  ferving  God,  whati 

idols  our  fellow  labourers  in  the  fame  work 

ferving.     Nor  yet  is  it  impoffible  they  maj 

ferving  him  unknowingly,  and  themfelves 

in  the  mod  effential  point :  for  neither  Rdi] 

nor  Philofophy  could  go  the  lengths  they  1 

done,  Without  the  aids  and  materials  fumij 

them  by  the  labourer,  the  mechanic,  thd 

hufddturcr,  the  merchant,  the   naturaliftj' 

mathematician,  the  aftronomer,  and  the  ft 

man. 

17.  We  fpeculative  people  are  apt  to' 
fuaJe  ourfelves,  it  would  be  a  happy  wdi 
all  men  were  good,  and  t  mufl  own  myfiSi 
in  that  perfuafion,  provided  you  alIo#v 
own  definition  of  good  men }  that  kL^ 
^vhom  reafon  is  fo  abfolute,  atid  tlte 
Vcdlitude  fo  ftrong,  as  to  ovcfpoiWtfl 
lence,  appetite,  terror  and  pain,  W^l] 
cafe  as  a  violent  fit  of  revenge,  or 
loufy,  or  ambidon,   or  covctodfiii' 
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which  will  enable  men  to  bear  any  tolls  or 
hurts  in  the  profecution  o£  their  purpofe,  with- 
out feeling  them.  But  if  we  muft  be  fetched 
down  from  our  Vifionary  ideas,  and  confined  to 
fuch  good  men  as  can  be  found  upon  earth,  I 
much  queftion  whether  matters  would  bc^ 
mended  if  all  others  could  be  brought  to  re- 
fcmble  them. 

Prudence,  that  firft  cardroal  virtue,  founda- 
tion of  all  the  reft,  difcovers  approaching  evils 
too  clearly,  and  deftroys  that  infenfibility  of 
danger  neceflary  for  many  important  fcrvices : 
good  management,  contentedncfs,  and  averdon 
to  wafte»  keep  off  chofe  necefTities  which  drive 
the  world  to  induftry.  The  (hoemaker  earns 
enough  in  four  days  to  maintain  him  the 
^whole  week,  fo  he  never  will  do  a  ftitch  of 
work  before  Wcdnefday  morning.  The  com- 
mon fiiilor  will  not  return  on  board,  while  he 
has  a  &rthing  of  the  wages  received  remaining 
in  his  pocket :  it  is  riot  and  debauchery  reduce 
iiim  to  that  indigence  which  makes  him  a  ufe- 
Ibl  mem.ber  of  the  community. 

I  do  not  produce  thefe  as  examples  of  good 
men,  but  I  fear  the  beft  of  human  goodnefs 
fau  £b  much  of  human  infirmity  mingled 
iilDong  it,  as  to  render  it  utterly  incapable  of 
'many  neceflary  fervices  which  the  bufinefs  of 
fte  world  cannot  go  on  well  without.  How 
would  you  man  your  fleets,  or  recruit  your 
ateSieSy  all  out  of  good  men  ?  they  might  feel 

great 
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great  relodance  againft  exercifing  ihe  trade  <^a 
botcher,  or  an  alehoiiie  keeper,  or  brewing  pot* 
ibnoos  liqoora  in  a  wtnecooper'a  vaults^  nor 
perhaps  might  it  be  poffible  to  find  the  two  no* 
ceflary  fninifters  of  juftice,  a  bam  bailiff^  and  a 
Jack  Ketch  among  them. 

For  Proindence  has  (b  ordered  the  coaries  df 
fublunary  afiairi,  that  wickedneft.  impolfe  and 
folly  are  made  inftramental  to  wife  md  grad- 
ous  porpofes,  and  one  vice  is  employed  to  cor« 
redt  the  poifonous  qualities,   and  prevent  the 
mirchievoos  eficAs  of  another^   fo  that  nootf 
can  be  fpared  unlefs  all  are  cured,  which  wv 
muft  not  cxped  to  fee  done  before  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  joft,  wherein,  to  fpeak  ^ 
in  Scripture  language   we  hope  to  be  boa 
again  and  become  new  creatures.    But  ft  b»> 
comes  not  us  to  intermeddle  in  that  myfierkiot 
method  of  bringing  forth  good  by  meant  ti 
evil,  for  this  is  the  ^ered  Prerogatife  of  Ymi^'- 
veup  referved  among  the   arcana  imperii,  t^l'^ 
fecrets  of  government :  we  are  to  follow  ihltl 
dilates  of  Religion  and  reafon,  thoft  goidli'^ 
which  God  has  given  us  for  out  perpetual  diH 
redion;  whatever  they  deckie  produdtiw 
nothing  but  mifchie^  we  are  to  avokl^  fo  < 
courage  vice  wherever  we  find  it^  nor  Cfcr  \ 
do  or  permit  evil  that  good  may  comedFH 
for  none  but  the  all  feeing  eye  can 
know  when  good  will  come  of  it. 


1 
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.  Nevertheless  wc  may  and  ought  to  afiift  ia 
every  work  carrying  on  for  the  benefit  of  maa- 
kind,  though  not  undertaken  with  that  purity 
of  intention  we  could  wi(h»  and  contribute  fo 
far  as  in  our  little  power  lies  to  encourage  thofe 
cuftoms,  aims  and  dciires  which  the  world  in 
any  refpeffc  is  better  with,  than  without :  for 
in  fo  doing  and  entering  upon  it  with  that 
vieW|  we  follow  the  rule  of  reafon,  which  is 
the  greater  feafible  good,  and  do  the  Will  of 
God. 

For  when  we  fiirvey  the  ftate  of  mankind 
caft  upon  them  by  the  difpenfations  of  Provi* 
denbe,  we  (hall  hardly  believe  it  intended  that 
aU  men  fiiould  be  a&uated  in  the  general  tenor 
9f  their  oondufl  by  religious  principles.  Multi- 
Ridei&re  bom  in  countries  of  utter  darknefs,  er« 
ror  and  fiiperflition :  many  bred  up  in  wicked- 
■efi  and  ignorance,  without  any  difcernment  of 
die  Ugfac  ihining  around  them  :  fome  want  car- 
te extend  a  thought  beyond  fenfible  ob« 
JDfia:  ^aeaiir  immerfed  unavoidably  by  the  pre- 
valence of  cuftom  and  exanople  in  vain  projects 
wd  worldly  cares ;  many  by  the  neceility  of  their 
(botion,  forced  id  attend  folely  to  gaining 
dttk  livelihood :  few  however  rightly  difpoied 
Mr  ahk  to^  trace  the  rules  for  their  ordinary 
9mA&ionB  to-  the  proper  four ce,  £0  are  obliged 
to  aft  ttodcr  other  impulfes  for  want  of  better 
fadion :  yet  all  theie  people  are  made  inllru- 
in  carrying  on  the  buiinefs  of  the  worlds 

by 
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by  means  of  the  feveral  impulfes.aAuatiog  chdr 
tnbtions. 

But  the  ways  of  Providence  are  all  graciout, 
and  wife  and  holy;  the  courfes  of  nature  in 
any  pare  of  the  Univerfe  eflablifhed  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  good  of  the  whole :  therefoie 
we  may  depend  that  the  tranfafUons  of  ibe 
world  anfwer  fome  higher  purpofe  than  we  are 
aware  of»   and  (ince  God   has  fo  placed  the 
greater  part  of  mankind  that  without  their  owii 
fault  but  by  the  neceflity  of  their  fituation,  chqr 
can  have  only  tranfient  imperfed  notioDf  df 
him«  we  may  conclude  there  is  a  work  of  Ao* 
vidence  which  may  go  on  without  religious  (oH 
timcnis.     So  that  while  concurring  in  meafoRi 
taken  upon  impulfe,  common  aims  and  defiA% 
fo  far  as  we  perceive  them  conducive  to 
temporal  good  or  enjoyment  of  life,  we 
ilill  moving  in  our  proper  fphere,  as  citizens 
the  Univerfe,   inheritors  of  heaven,   tl 
Religion  have  no  (hare  in   thofe  ini 
unlets  as  our  own  private  motive  for  j 
therein. 

18.  Let  us  recollect  further,  that  this  life 
preparation  for  the  next,  and  though  it  is 
feared  that  fome  unhappy  wretches  make 
paration  for  a  miferable  life  in  the  next 
immeafurable   ftage  of  their  journqr 
ftiatter,  this  is  done  folely  by  their  own 
mifcondu6t:  therefore  in  all  the  coorfei 
follow,  where  it  was  impoffible  or  impnT^ 
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ble  for  them  to  have  caken  better  for  want  of 
dearer  knowledge  than  was  afforded,  we  majr 
coofide  in  the  Goodhefs  and  Wifdom  of  God 
for  having  led  them  into  fuch  as  will  prepare 
them  for  the  attainment  of  fome  future  benefit, 
bcfides  that  they  reap  therefrom  in  this  world* 

A  Boy  is  put  apprentice  to  a  carpenter,  he  is 
bid  to  be  diligent  in  his  fervice  becauie  it  Will 
enable  him  to  get  a  comfort  livelihood,  and 
(ecure  the  approbation  of  his  friends :  he  does 
fo,  and  afterwards  plies  induftrioufly  to  his 
trade  upon  thofe  fole  motives:  perhaps  he 
might  have  got  to  be  clerk  of  the  pariQi,  and 
fpent  his  time  in  (inging  pfalms,  but  he  never 
was  taught  to  think  feriouily  of  God,  or  Reli-* 
^n  at  all,  how  then  (hould  it  come  into  his 
head  that  calling  a  pfalm  was  more  holy  em- 
ployment than  £iwing  a  board,  or  how  was  it 
pradkable  for  him  to  have  followed  a  better 
oourfe,  or  upon  better  views,  than  he  has 
done? 

A  religious  man  may  vifit  about  among  his 

neighbours,  becaafe  the  rules  of  civility  require 

j^  though  difcerning  no  reference  they  bear  to 

jdie  great  work  of  his  falvation :  but  you  fay 

s^lere  is  a  reference,  and  he  might  trace  it  if 

Jb  would;  perhaps  he  might,  had  he  fo piercing 

#%bt  as  yours,  but  if  he  has  not,  how  is  it 

['  rfinAicable  for  him  to  fee  as  diftindly  with 
IMdker  optics  ?  or  why  (hould  hp  forbear  his 
. '•  civilities 
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civilities  when  be  likewifc  perceives  no  refer- 
ence in  die  omiiiion  ? 

Since  then  there  is  a  right  mnd  a  wrong  in 
every  choice  of  a^Sbion,  and  tiie  right  lies  in 
foUowiag  the  heft  light  that  appears  at  the  timet 
finCe  right  adions  of  all  kinds  do  not  always 
redound  to  the  temporal  intereft  of  the  per- 
former, and  fince  Providence  by  which  odr 
lights  are  difpenicd,  orders  nothing  in  vain ;  k 
may  fafely  be  inferred  that  the  tranfadiions  and 
-cccopations  of  this  world  proceeding  from  com- 
mon impulfes,  aims  and  defires^  not  derived 
from  holinefs,  provided  there  be  no  check  of 
confcience  warning  of  a  contrariety  thereto^ 
bear  a  (hare  in  the  preparation  for  the  next. 
It  is  not  neoefiary  that  we  (hould  know  pro- 
<ifely  in  what  manner  they  operate,  but  our 
perfoafion  of  a  nniver(al  Providence  laying  out 
crery  ilroke  in  the  all  comprehenfive  plan,  fo 
as  to  introduce  and  make  way  for  the  next  i» 
fuccedion,  may  give  us  a  general  idea  of  their 
b^ing  profitable. 

Neverthdefe  this  idea  will  become  a  little  lefs 
general  when  we  rcflctft  upon  what  has  been 
ui^ed  in  the  Chapter  upon  divine  OeconooEiyi 
that  Religion  and  Philofophy  alone  cannot  com» 
pleat  the  great  work  of  God,  the  perfcAing 
fimnan  nattu'c,  without  aid  of  human  tcienCeSi 
ana»  policy^  indiiftry,  commerce  and  the  dailjp ' 
incercourCes  among  mankind;  from-  when<^ 
l^ay  be  gathered,  that  we  all  have  our  feveral 

parts 
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pns  allortcd  as  in  one  or  other  of  the  three 
branches,  and  every  branch  has  its  number  of 
hands  aifigned  10  carry  ic  on  :  To  thai  though  ic 
be  ncceflary  there  fliould  be  fonnc  chrifiianji 
and  fomc  Philofophers,  in  all  degrees  of  pro- 
ficiency, yet  it  IB  not  ncceflary  that  all  nftankind 
(hould  be  fach ;  as  we  may  prefume  it  necef- 
try  fiom  experience  o£  fift,  Utat  Ibrnc  fliould 
pifs  through  many  years  of  life,  but  not  fo  that 
oihcrs  fliould  ever  get  out  of  their  cradle. 

For  (here  ii  a  general  intereA  conneding  the 
whole  fpeciei  tc^getber,  and  as  the  power  of 
ibc  mighty,  the  fofgacity  of  the  prodeot,  aod 
knowledge  of  the  kaincd  were  given  them  for 
die  benefit  of  the  public,  (o  tl>e  graces  of  the 
[hteoQB  were  not  ihcd  upon  them  for  their 
fakes,  but  for  advancing  the  progreft  of 
nd  Religion  in  the  world,  and  ihey  receive 
ilaocc  again  from  the  men  of  bufmefs  and 
Idly  purfuits.  Thiw  whofo  performs  his 
ftrc  well,  wl>ercver  allotted  him,  according 
'  vouchfafed,  does  all  wanted  from 
xa^  fe  curing  the  great  common  kite  reft 
I  himfcli^  ihall  be  one  d^y  partaker: 
be  performs  little  there  is  no  lack, 
whether  be  performs  much  there  is  imtbing 


Nor  fhall  we  want  a  gleam  of  light  tt) 

ie  how  the  Jaft  performance  of  an  in- 

^part  may  qiralify  men  to  ad^  in  a  higher, 

iwcciftlmck  an  eye  opoji  the  introduc* 
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tion  of  religious  fentiments  and  good  praQical 
habits  into  ourfclves:  for  they  were  born  with 
Done  of  us,  nor  iofufed  imn^ediately  by  the 
water  of  Baptifm.  We  were  fent  hither  under 
the  fole  dire^ion  of  fenfe  and  appetite,  affe^ed. 
by  pleafures  or  pains  of  the  prefent  momenty 
without  knowledge  of  God,  without  thought 
of  the  morrow,  without  idea,  of  bright  and 
wrong.  When  memory  began  to  lay  in  her* 
ftores,  their  frictions  among  one  another  ftruck, 
out  the  firft  fparkles  of  judgement  and  fprecaft, 
which  gave  us  a  concern  for  the  next  fucceed-^ 
ing  hours :  we  could  then  rejoice  in  the  pro-^ 
mife  of  a  play  thing  to  be  bought  in  the  afteri 
noon,  and  dread  the  thoughts  of  mamma  being 
told  CO- morrow,  that  we  \i^d  done  a  naughty 
trick.  In  this  manner  we  were  furniQied  with. 
aflfedions  and  defires  whofe  gratification  afford-^ 
ed  a  prefent  pleafure,  though  fpringing  from 
obje(Ss  at  (bme  diftance*  . 

As  obfervation  encreafed,  aided  by  inftmflioa 
and  fympathy,  deiire  extended  a  little  further 
and  further  in  its  views,  fo  that  we  could  de- 
fire  and  be  pleafed  with  the  expectation  of  plea-' 
fures  to  come  a  week  or  a  month  after  •  ciiftora* 
gradually  flrengthened  thofeaims,  and^fdarged: 
them  to  take  in  a  feries  and  variety  of  pleafure^ 
2fi  one  objeft.  ,We  pretty  foon  found  or  jyere 
taught,  that  materials  were  neceflary  to  be j[xq«; 
vided,  and  previous  meafures  to  bf  taken  for^ 
|hp  ^ttainmeqt.of  qur  r^u^pte  de&fs :.  thf^  raf 

'        •  '  '  foi 


Chap.  ad.  Doing  all/or  the  Glory  of  God.      8i 

fon  began  to  open,  and  we  gathered  by  little 
picldngs  the  ideas  of  good  and  niifchievous,  of 
riglit  and  wrong. 

For  good,  fays  Mr  Liocke,    is  that  wliich 
producer  pleafure,  and  we  may  define  riglic  to 
be  that  line  of  condudt  which  leads  mod  effec- 
tually to  the  procurement  of  good,  or  pleafure : 
thos  money  is  good  becaufe  ic  purchafcs  the 
things  that  will  pleafe  us,  caution  in  contrad^s 
is  right  becaufe  it  helps  us  to  gee  money  or  to 
iave  it|  civility  and  good  humour  is  right  be- 
caufe they  enhance  the  pleafures  of  converfa- 
tioQ.     But  affedtion  which,    as  I  faid  above, 
affords   a  prefent  pleafure   in  the  movement 
towards  gratification,  often  fixes  wholly  upon 
that,    aod  then   becomes   a  pallion  or  dired: 
appetite    caring    only    for    the    prefent    mo- 
ment, or  if  it  does  pretend  co.  look  beyond, 
yet  when  violent  it  always  abforbs  the  idea  of 
right  in  that  of  gratification.     A  man  in  a  high 
6t  of  rcfentment  is  afTured  thofe  revenges  are 
rightj,  which  he  will  abhor  in  his  cooler  hours : 
a  young  fellow  ftrongly  fmitten  with  a  pretty 
face,    is  pofitive  beyond  all  power  of  convic- 
tion that  the  owner  of  it  is  a  Pamela  poflcHed 
q£  all  valuable  accompllfhments :    and  every 
paflion  or  appetite  in  proportion  to  the  vigor  of 
its  impulfe,  drives  to  refill  and  pervert  the  re- 
commendations of  judgement. 

Ic  cannot  be  long  before  we  perceive  this 
*fl|dky  of  appetite  and  pallion  to  defeat  us  of, 

F  the 
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the  benefits  our  judgement  might  have  conduc- 
ed into :  from  whence  we  learn  the  value  of 
prudence,  or  the  eftimation  of  remote  enjoy- 
ment equally  with  that  near  at  hand,  which  is 
the  foundation  and  root  of  all  the  virtues,  as 
well  moral  as  theological  s  for  in  him  that  has 
no  feeling  for  the  future,  his  fortitude  can  be 
nothing  but  infenfibility,  his  temperance  tafte- 
lefTnefs,  and  his  juflice  a  compliance  with  the 
£ifhion  ;  he  can  have  neither  hope  nor  charity, 
and  his  faith  can  be  no  more  than  unmoving 
fpeculation. 

Therefore  in  proportion  as  we  grow  in  pru- 
dence, and  as  judgement  gathers  flrength  to 
purfue  an  advantage  at  fome  diftance  againft 
the  oppofition  of  appetite,  we  advance  a  ftcp 
forward  towards  the  perfection  of  our  nature. 
But  the  firft  profpefts  of  judgement  are  fcanty, 
and  the  objefts  of  its  purfuit  but  little  remote: 
when  afterwards  we  take  up  manly  views,  they 
reach  no  further  than  to  the  pleafurable  enjoy-  '■■ 
^  inent  of  youth  in  fuch  courfe  of  life,  as^wc  - 
have  been  led  to  admire  by  tuition,  or  fympa-  • 
thy,   or  fome  (hining  appearance  ftriking  our  * 
fancy ;  for  young  people  fcldom  think  of  what  5 
{hall  happen  to  them  when  they  grow  old,  as  '^ 
too  remote  for  their  difcernment,  nor  feel  die  I 
lead  reludtance  againft  giving  into  pradices  that  t 
manifeftly  endanger  the  fhortening   of  theii's 
fpan.     Even  Religion  in  fuch  as  are  ^taught  it  l 
early,  would  have  no  force  unlefs  backed  hfh 
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ncskr  motives  j  they  are  told. of  the  bicflings  of 
God  u|)on  the  righteous  in  this  world,  that  he 
will  profper  them  in  all  .their  ways,  and  his 
judgements  perpetually  hang  over  the  reprobate ; 
they  are  renaindcd  of  the  prccarioufnefs  of  life, 
how  many  young  people  are  daily  fnatched  off 
on  a  fudden,  and  they  themfelves  may  be.  taken 
away  this  very  night :  for  if  they  were  pcr- 
fuaded  of  forty  years  certain  before  them,  and 
in  all  that  time  things  (hould  go  on  in  the  fame 
manner  whether  they  were  good  or  wiclvcd» 
I  queftioD  whether  any  impreflion  could  be 
made  that  would  fink  into  their  judgement. 
It  is  not  without  long  tinie  and  difcipline  and 
pradice^  and  by  gradual  progrefs,  that  we  ever 
Qome  to  look  upon  a  happy  eternity  as  an  ob- 
\tQi  of  real  defire^  abflraded  from  being  an 
efcape  from  its  contrary,  or  to  have  any  imagi- 
nation how  there  can  be  happincfs  without  fen- 
ies  and  (enfual  enjoyments,  or  how  our  future 
condition  can  beaffcdted  by  our  prefent  behaviour*. 
Thus  the  highefl:  prudence  fprings  out  of  that 
which  had  enabled  us  Aeadily  to  purfue  our 
joferior  aims  againft  every  bias  drawing  us  afidc: 
dierefore  thofe  perfons  commonly  make  the 
,  bigeft  proficiency  in  Religion,  who  could  ear- 
I  Ifpft  be  brought  to  confideration  and  forecafl  in 
1  -^^tlenoatterstben  within  their  fphere,  and 
were  moil  docible  to  infirudion,  or  obfervanc 

&lhe-a3eafures  taken  by  their  elders;  whereas 
h  as  have  ftrong  pafiiions  and  get  a  habic  of 
cagcrnefs  in  following  every  prefent  impulie, 
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feldom  make  any  profidcrtcy  at  all;  if  Ihcy 
have  quick  parts  they  arrive  at  a  great  cfcal  of 
cunning,  but  rarely  any  prudence,  cVcn  in 
Worldly  affairs.  For  it  is  a  valuable  ^ point 
gained  to  be  able  to  do  what  appears  to  be  right» 
hov^rever  imperfedt  or  dclufive  that  appear^ce 
may  be :  it  is  ftill  taking  the  guidance  of  our 
judgement  though  uniformed  or  mifinfbrmed, 
which  will  habituate  and  prepard  us  for  follow- 
ing it  more  readily  at  other  times,  when  it 
fliall  have  received  better  information. 

We  have  found  reafon  in  former  Chapters  to 
conclude,  that  the  mind  always  acts  by  the 
inftrumentality  of  fome  materid  organ,  either 
of  the  finer  or  groffer  part  of  our  maddiie^ 
and  her  powers  are  greater  or  lefs  according  to 
the  (Irength,  and  condition  of  the  inftruitient9 
fhe  has  to  work  with.  Now  it  feems  not  on- 
likely,  that  organ  which  the  mind  ofes  in  ex- 
erting a  refolution  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
judgement  preferably  to  prefcnt  impdlfe,  may  be 
the  grand  mufcle  of  our  fpiritual  body,  where- 
in its  main  (Irength  lies ;  and  as  this  improves 
in  tone  and  order,  that  body  acquires  a  vitality 
of  its  own,  being  able  to  perform  its  funftions 
without  aid  of  the  groflcr,  from  whofc  mecha- 
nical circulations  the  impulfes  of  appetite  and 
pafTion,  or  vehemencies  of  defire  feera  to  be 
thrown  in. 

Therefore  every  exercife,  even  of  a  miftaken 
redtitude,  helping  to  ftrengthen  this  principal 

mufcle. 
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moicle,  contributes  towards  pcrfcfting  the  fpi- 
ritual  body  within  us,  that  it  may  rife  ag^in  to 
new  life  with  better  health  and  powers,  for  at- 
taining that  perfed  endurance  and  forbearance 
which  is  our  complcat  Redemption,  and  total 
deliverance  from  original  fin.     For  though  we 
(hould  carry  none  of  our  knowledge,  our  habits 
nor  our  ideas  with  us,  but  the  founds^^Qns  we 
(hall  then  have  to  build  our  jadgemsnt.upoB 
ftiould  be  totally  different  from  the  prefent* 
yet  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  have  our 
organs  vigorous  and  pliant,  capable  of  execut- 
\f^  fuch  fervices  as  judgement  (hail  put  them 
llpon  :  as  it  was  of  importance  what  texture  of 
brain,  what  proportion  of  limbs,  and  fupplo- 
nefs  of  joints  we  were  born  with  into  this  pre- 
ient  world ;  for  our  knowledge  and  acquifitions  ' 
depend  in  great   meafure   thereupon,    though 
we  brought  in  no  flock  of  them  along  with 
us. 

20.  Hence  it  appears,  that  preparation  is 
made  in  this  life  for  better  enjp)  qicnt  of  the 
.next  by  the  praflice  of  morality,  and  worldly 
prudence ;  I  do  not  pretend  it  is  fo  large  as  that 
made  by  the  courfes  of  found  Religion,  but  if 
h  be  of  any  real  benefit  it  is  well  worth  our 
attention  to  afiift  in  promoting  it  upon  every 
opportunity  that  falls  in  the  way,  for  it  is  a 
pare  of  our  great  work,  d thrived  diredtly  from 
the  grand  intention  of  glorifying  God,  by  con- 
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tributing  to  the  good  of  his  creatures  in  thcu 
moft  important  concern. 

We  have  found  reafons  in  the  Chapter  on  Re- 
demption to  (how,  that  no  man  fully  runs  his 
courfe  or  reaches  the  goal  of  falvation  in  thfl 
life,  but  fomething  further  remains  to  be  done 
in  the  next;  and  that  God  in  his  dilpenfatioof 
of  Providence  has  marked  out  difTerenc  lengtbi 
here  to  different  perfons.     Upon  which  grouod 
we  may  prefume,  that  fuch  dominion  of  reafito 
and  maflery  over  the  paflions  as  every  map li 
capable  of  attaining,  according  to  the  cirpuiB- 
flances  wherein  he  is  placed^  is  all  that  is  nec^ 
ful  for  him  to  atchieve^  as  being  the  namnr 
way  and  the  ft  rait  gate  by  which  he  may  eiliiSr 
into  life,  though  we  could  not,  becaufe  Hai%, 
another  path  afligned  us  to  run  in.  ; 

But  it  behoves  us  to  be  fludious  and  dili^^af 

affifting  our  fellow  travellers  proceeding  m  4^ 

ferent  tracks,  upon  all  occafions  wherp  wectti 

for  in  fo  doing  we  exercife  our  obedience  vd 

pur  charity.     For  which  purpofe  it  will  ht^ 

ceflary  to  mingle  among  them,  to  obfenre  *dl 

feveral  aims  and  ideas  of  re£titude  prcvllBrij 

with  them,  and  if  we  do  not  find  them  cl!||ffl 

tallying  with  our  own,  yet  examining^nwH 

verges  neareft  thereto,  and  will  add  fofuM 

to  the  authority  of  reafon  over  mechanicslll 

pulfc  ;  attentive  to  what  is  prafticablc  in  ^ 

cafe,  and  careful  to  drive  the  nail  that'^vnflff 
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for  a   fmall  fervice  is  preferable  to  none  at 
all. 

It  is  better  a  man  fliould  work  induftriouQy 
in  his  calling  only  to  raife  a  competence  there* 
by,  than  that  he  fliould  live  idle  and  utterly 
ufelefs :  it  is  better  he  fhould  be  temperate  for 
his  health's  fake,  than  have  no  check  upon  his 
excefles  :  it  is  better  he  fliould  be  kept  in  decen-i 
cy  by  the  fear  of  cenfure,  than  that  he  (hould 
run  riot  in  all  kind  of  licentioufnefs  and  wan- 
tonnefs :  in  all  thefe  cafes  there  is  feme  exten- 
fion  of  the  view  beyond  prcfent  gratification, 
and  fome  conqueft  gained  over  the  impetuofity 
of  appetite.  And  fince  reafon  is  too  feeble  in 
the' generality  of  mankind,  ever  to  do  much 
without  taking  affiflance  from  the  appetites  to 
quell  one  another,  but  we  mud  pradice  the 
politician's  maxim  Divide  and  command,  it 
will  be  expedient  to  learn  which  of  them  are 
beft  capable  of  that  fervice,  and  to  encourage 
•fuch  dcfires,  inclinations,  purfuits,  cufloms, 
modes  and  attachments  as  help  to  keep  under 
the  more  riotous,  becaufe  without  them  it  is  to 
\c  feared  the  world  would  ruft  in  idlenefs, 
ior  wallow  in  the  grofleft  fenfuality.  For  thofe 
left  mifchievous  impulfes  help  in  fome  degree 
to  ftrengthen  the  rational  faculty,  and  make 
preparation  for  larger  advances  whenever  an 
^ippcning    (hall   be    given    for    carrying   them 

'0D» 
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Thus  we  fee  there  are  ways  wherein  We  mscf 
purfue  our  grand  intention  in  the  moft  eflential 
^art,  that  of  advancing  men  a  flep  forwards  iq 
their  progrefs  to  a  happy  futurity,  by  meant 
wherein  Religion  and  religious  fentiments  bear 
no  part. 

2  !•  But  are  we  not  to  labour  in  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  that  principle  and  thofe  fentiinent^ 
among  men  ?  certainly,  with  all  oar  might  and 
diligence :  for  it  is  the  firft  objc6t  of  a  devoat 
intention  to  bring  all  others  to  ad  with  the 
lame,  whenever  we  can.  Nor  is  this  at  all  con* 
tradided  by  the  foregoing  exhortations  to  affifl 
in  the  growth  of  morality,  and  common  pru^ 
dence :  for  our  attention  to  fliort  aims  and  par- 
tial fervices  for  want  of  better  being  praAit»- 
ble,  will  never  abate  our  vigilance  to  purfue  thi 
ultimate,  as  often  as  we  can  find  an  avenn6 
leading  thereto.  A  thorough  indu^ry  catciies 
at  every  fmall  profit,  yet  will  not  be  content 
with  common  gains  if  an  opportunity  occurs  of 
making  greater. 

But  when  going  to  communicate  our  0W9 
fpirit  to  another,  it  behoves  us  to  take  care  tha( 
it  be  genuine  and  well  reftified,  for  we  cannot 
infufe  a  purer  than  we  have  ourfelves,  but  we 
may  infufe  it  not  fo  pure  as  we  have  ourfelves: 
therefore  caution  muft  be  ufed,  that  what  we 
impart  be  of  the  right  fort,  and  do  not-corrupt 
in  the  paffage.  If  there  be  any  thing  of  terror, 
or  fervility,  or  anxious  foUicitude,  or  vanityt 

or 


H^  iinil»;rf '  MRow  ftlflduMAi' «  dchsv 
riMto-ittlei^igMI;  it  is  topy  tnd  faHtmfbdK 
9^lkef#fti^  fiSi^iv  pai&ont  M  well  if  ftn* 
lii^  iiul  W)4i  ttt^  alike  HattirAl  encmief  M 
jjrigmieiit,  yet  both muftbe employed  to tffift 
kifwifrning  a  wade  enemy:  they  firft  tfibrd 
inafci'fir  jodgbineiit  to  exert  a  vigour  hy  join* , 
||jBCiWaKh  tbetn  agaihft  the  common  tdviii* 
(9|;,oidh»'faaog  drove  out- of  the  fidd  they 
Iq^'dem  to  be  difcatded,9r  elfe  thqr  Willlije^ 
Mipi^cillrnBftefS  nnlefi  ibme  other  paflkb  as 
Ifiottadia  to  aid  in  keeping  fbemnndei!* 
:!^ii  the  want  of  this  cautioo  that  dnwtpto<» 
fl^^  bit  ri^ueoos  over  mnch,  not  dbfervkf 
ilt«  «eal  of  devodoo  which  was  once  •  ne^ 
HfcyfaraBt  of  ngyitropfiieii^  na^  PficiDdM'  il 
Hfinkmr  enemy:  bat  this  world  is  a  khodi 
Hlkada  we  are  alwajs  to  lezm,  nw  ever  think 
ttiflves  perfed  ssaStezi  ia  oor  £:isnoe  of  rec« 
tede,  or  be  too  fsrs  chsc  err  ra^es  cf  it  are 
MilHiTi ,  it  3  a  pesrecsd  wsrfjre  w!aerdo  we 
■■ftkecp  a  v'g?.ara  trr'?  £S  vd!i  epoa  tnoA,  » 
qerihra!  £=bc3».  AcgyfSpg  to  cfae  ca- 
•of  casa  ST  de  ixss^ex  "mhtsv/f  fhef 

runmeiy  is  ^ns  •mrzo'^  vjot  ^  itftii- 
I  larrTrr.  axe  rri^  sixss  }/mui  a  A«^ 
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the  lines  pointing  to  it  from  every  qaaiter^  that 
fo  we  may  difcern  what  movement  will  make 
the  nearefl  pradicable  approach  from  the  ipoc 
where  each  man  ftands,  and  in  the  circnm- 
Aances  of  his  iituation. 

.  Nor  is  difcretion  more  needful  in  fixing  upon 
the  particular  point  we  would  conduS:  to^ 
than  in  the  manner  of  conducting :  men  never 
were  fo  well  drove  as  led^  and  in  thefe  coon- 
tries,  God  be  thanked,  they  will  not  drive  at 
alU  I  look  upon  it  as  a  bleffing,  becaufe  if  yoo 
could  drive  them  they  would  follow  the  letter 
of. your  directions;  to  lead  they  muft  under- 
hand the  fpirit,  or  they  will  not  budge  an  inch 
after  you.  But  the  apprehenfions  of  men  are 
fo  various,  that  by  fpeaking  a  truth  one  may 
chance  to  convey  the  idea  of  an  arrant  falfe- 
hood,  and  recommend  a  maxim  perfectly  falu- 
tary  to  onefelf,  which  might  be  poifonous  to 
be  followed  by  another. 

Yet  if  the  truth  were  ever  fo  dear  or  the 
maxim  unexceptionable,  fiill  if  there  be  any 
thing  diftadeful  accompanying  the  delivery,  it 
will  not  be  received :  for  there  is  a  ftoutnefs 
and  an  averfion  to  inferiority  rooted  in  all  men, 
which  muft  be  managed  with  great  delicacy. 
All  parade  of  extraordinary  righteoufnefs,  au- 
fterity,  fliffnefs,  tutorage,  expreffion  of  con- 
tempt or  pity  for  the  ungodly,  or  even  looks  of 
cenfure  where  it  is  not  expreifed  by  words, 
which    very    good  people  are  fometimcs  too 

prone 
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prone  to  indulge  in,  will  certainly  ifet  them 
againft  you.  They  take  thefe  things  for  infults 
upon  their  underftanding,  or  attempts  upon 
their  liberty,  fo  will  go  in  dircdl  contradidlion 
to  what  you  would  have,  mcerly  to  fliow  they 
do  not  value  you,  but  will  afferc  their  rights. 

Therefore  the  prime  caution  to  be  obferved 
by  him  that  would  work  upon  another,  is  to 
beware  of  his  own  vanity,  remembering  that 
other  folks  have  theirs  too,  which  is  extremely 
quick  of  fenfibility,  and  muft  be  tenderly  han- 
dled ;  for  nothing  is  fo  deteftable  to  the  vain^ 
as  his  own  piAure  in  another's  countenance  or 
carriage. 

The  fafeft  way  of  dealing  with  this  touchy 
part  in  human  nature,  is  to  watch  opportunities 
for  infinuating  what  is  profitable  imperceptibly^ 
when  men  are  dlfpofed  to  receive  it;  to  ma- 
nage if  poffible  like  Socrates,  bringing  them  to 
find  out  themfclves  what  you  want  to  inform 
them  of,  and  defire  of  their  own  accord  what 
you  wifli  them  to  purfuc ;  to  carry  no  appear- 
ance of  wifdom,  or  fandity,  or  eagerncfs  upon 
your  brow,  but  feeming  to  adl  unconcernedly, 
even  when  you  have  the  moft  important  de- 
iSgns  in  your  heart;  to  (ludy  that  eafe  fpokcn 
of  in  §  13,  of  Chapter  XXI.  which  is  the  pro- 
duft  of  expertnefs ;  and  to  depend  more  upon 
example  than  document,  arguing  not  as  a  dif- 
putant  who  means  to  confute  his  adverfary,  but 
as  one  deliberating  upon  a  concern  of  his  own, 

and 
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and  ilriving  to  make  yoiv  light  fo  fliine  before 
men»  chat  they  may  fee  your  goocl  worka  and 
glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven. 

But  then  this  (hine  mufl  hot  be  a  glare  of  ad- 
miration, which  might  fhock  their  vanity  aod 
endanger  the  nourifhing  your  own,  but  a  diP 
play  of  real  advantage  aod  uoafie^Sed  enjo/* 
inent:  for  this  is  the  moft  efiafkual  method  cf 
bringing  men  to  glorify  God  heartily,  jf  thqr 
can  be  made  fenfible  by  occular  demonfhatioa; 
that  his  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all 
his  paths  are  peace.    Which  demonftration  ii 
not  to  be  exhibited  by  laboured  enoomioms 
upon  the  happinefs  of  a  pious  life^  or  exchmi- 
.tions  upon  the  joyful  tranfports  of  religiotts  ex- 
efcifes,  which  are  often  fo  counterfeit  as  to  de- 
ceive thofe  who  make  them,  for  the  world  wiV 
fee  through  the  veilf  and  difcern  that  you  aip 
not  really  fo  delighted  as  you  perfuade  yobrfelf: 
but  this  light  will  (liine  with  brighteft  luftrti 
when  it  flows  naturally  from  the  ftate  of  ttp 
mind  beaming  by  undefigned  emanation  tbf9^ 
the  countenance  and  deportment ;  when  wh3e 
following  your  own  purfuics,  thinking  nothing 
of  the  gazers  around,  they  can  yet  difcern  a 
chearful  ferenity  within,  a  contentednefs,  a  con*;. 
tinual  fatisfadtory  engagement,  a  plenty  of  a^ ' 
tainable  defircs,  an  unruffled  patience,  an  e]t«| 
emption  from  wants  or  cravings  from  turbulent;-' 
and  tormenting  paflions. 

Thd 
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Th08  you  fee  ic  is  for  the  good  oi  your 
neighboor,  as  well  as  for  your  own  ibIacCj  to 
make  your  Religion  as  pleafurable  a  work  at 
poflible ;  which  it  can  never  be,  unlcfs  accoin«> 
modated  to  the  common  occurrences  of  lifit*  I 
know  no  better  way  to  do  this,  thafi  by  tha 
folid  convidlion  and  intimate  perfuafion  here-^ 
in  before  recommended,  which  may  bring  us  to 
confider  it,  not  as  an  obligation,  nor  commaiid» 
nor  a  deliverance  from  dreadful  miferies,  not 
yet  a  ladder  to  high  reputation  and  felf-ap^ 
plaufe»  but  as  a  profitable  fcheme;  aAd  mak« 
us  feck  a  profit  from  it  upon  every  occalioti 
that  can  happen^ 

I  have  before  acknowledged  it  a  vain  imagi- 
nation to  think  we  can  ever  thus  compleatly 
adjuft  it  to  all  cafes  and  fituations  in  this  vale 
ofdarknefs  and  imbccillity ;  yet  I  conceive  A 
common  man  may  fucceed  fo  far,  as,  if  not 
to  become  a  warming  light  to  others,  at  lead 
to  feel  by  his  own  experience,  that  what  little 
progrefs  he  can  make  is  well  worth  the  troubte 
of  purfuing  it. 

22.  For  my  own  part  I  pretend -to  have  run 
no  great  lengths  of  proficiency,  nor  bech  able 
to  lay  out  my  rteafures  upon  my  own  plan  :  if 
I  have  now  and  then  hit  upon  fomething  plaii- 
fible  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  Chapters,  little  is  to 
be  inferred  from  "thciicci  for  it  is  not  iintiom- 
mon  for  men  to  talk  better  than  they  can  z&i 
and  enforce  a  fentiment   upon  others   which 

they 
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they  cannot  raife  in  themfelves.    I  evoyday 
experience  the  truth  of  what  I  have  laid  doviril, 
that  convidion  is  not  the  fame  as  perfuafian^ 
for  many  things  appearing  with  die.  deaij^ 
evidence  to  my  underftandingi  are  very  hardly 
brought  to  poflefs  my  imagination.    I  adt  ofteo 
upon  impulfe,  fometimes  for  want  of  a  better 
guidance,  at  others  becaufe  unable  to  refiftit. 
I  am  fometimes  thrown  into  doubt  by  contnty, 
appearances,    fometimes  left  in  daricnefs  fyc 
want  of  any  light;  unable  to  trace  my  refer- 
ences or  difcem  what  relation  my  comoioa 
employments  bear  to, the  grand  concern:  fb 
am  forced  to  take  direction  from  cuftom^  oc 
example,  or  other  peoples  opinions,  or  frooi 
fome  of  the  internal  fenfes,  or  indinatiohi  or 
fancy,  and  when  I  can  difcover  my  road  often 
find  ic  too  arduous  or  too  obftrudted  for  me  tb 
travel.  *'l 

Nevcrthelcfs  what  pittance  of  proficlcmyAJ 
have  made,  has  turned  wholly  to  my  benefit 
and  in  no  refpe^St  that  I  can  perceive  IcIT^gd  ] 
the  enjoyment  of  life:  if  it  has  A^h^ttt^  " 
from  fome  gratifications  of  fond  deHre  ar 
petite,  they  were  fuch   as  I  muft  havc^ 
dearly  for  in  the  confequenccsj  if  it  has  drorc 
me  upon  fome  toils  and  troubles^  they  wj 
made  eafy  by,  the  facisfadlion  in  the  pcrfoi 
ance,  and  rewarded  by  tlie  fubfequcnt 
tagcs  they  earned. 
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I  have  made  (hift  to  trace  the  reference  in 
fome  of  my  common  employments  to  the  great 
defign,  and  thereby  turned  trifles  into  matters 
of  moment :  have  deduced  fome  of  my  ordi- 
nary rules  of  behaviour  from  their  original 
fource,  which  gives  a  folid  complacence  in  the 
practice  of  them.  When  furprifed  or  over- 
powered by  impulfe,  I  efteem  it  a  damage  fuf- 
tained;  when  having  the  good-luck  to  refift 
ir,  I  regard  that  as  a  profit  made :  my  ill  fuc-i 
cefles  in  this  ftruggle  are  frequent  enobgh,  yet 
they  do  not  drive  me  into  defpondency,  as  well 
knowing  that  the  ftrength  to  will  is  given  us  as 
well  as  the  power  to  do,  and  it  fuits  with  my 
fundamental  principle  to  reft  contented  with 
the  portion  both  of  fpiritual  and  worldly  eftate 
that  God  has  beftowed  on  me,  for  whar-  pre- 
tence have  I  to  fuperior  graces  above  my  fel- 
lows ?  Yet  this  content  does  not  abate  my  rca- 
dinefs  to  make  improvements  whenever  a  fair 
opportunity  offers,  by  which  attention  to  im- 
prove all  advantages  occurring,  I  think  my  con- 
dudk  is  become  a  little  more  uniform  and  figni- 
ficant  than  heretofore,  and  engaging  employ- 
ment found  for  fome  hours  which  otherwifc 
might  have  pafled  unavailing  or  irkfome. 
When  dangers,  pains,  troubles  and  difappoinc- 
mentS)  though  not  very  fcvere  nor  grievous, 
fall  upon  me,  I  ftill  fufFer  by  them,  for  the^ 
machine  is  too  ftrong  for  the  manager,  yet  Icfs 
and  lefs  as  my  principle  gathers  vigor,  which 

as 
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as  foon  as  it  can  find  room  to  eoter,  -  takctf;  otf 

their  prcflure,  and  intircly  diiiipatcs  the  .f> 
mains  of  them  that  would  hang  opon  thi 
mind.  ,  ., 

If  I  pretended  to  ftand  exempt  from  Taoityk' 
it  would  be  a  prevarication,  for  I  often  pd^ 
ceive  its  attacks,  and  doubt  not  it  has  an  infl*» 
ence  in  lAany  inftances  where  I  dp  AOtperoeift 
it;  but  my  idea  of  intrinfic  equality  and  dif 
genend  intereft  is  the  moft  averfe  to  its  vn^ 
tions,  giving  me  when  lively  a  concern  an4 
iympathy  in  the  fucceflfcs  of  others^  indipug 
me  to  chink  the  beft  of  every  one  as  a  fellow 
labourer,  made  inftrumental,  whether  faeJunp* 
it  or  nO|  in  the  fame  common  fervioe,  the  pa> 
fe&ing  of  the  fpecies :  fo  that  I  can  foaietiiiM| 
find  juftifications  and  excufes  for  perfoas'WJ^ 
whom  I  conteft,  regard  vices  and  follieaas-M 
unhappy  diAempcr  of  the  mind,  confider  ijibl 
patient  as  a  congenial  Pfyche  inconunodiooflf 
lodged,  a  wandering  ftar  in  the  loweft  par^cf' 
its  orbit,  and  envy  no  advantage  or  pleafi|M^ 
that  I  do  not  apprehend  terminating  in;  njj^' 
chief.    If  I  fall  deficient  in  the  conunon  ba% 
nefs  of  life  or  focial  offices,  this  muft  be  J9I|« 
pated  to  my  natural  and  contracted  infirmicief^^i 
for  my  principle  urges  me  to  continual  unhqfjf  * 
rying  a^vity  in  purfuit  of  fomp  end,  in^p^^ 
forming  any  litde  good  office,  or  ob^gii^'igoi^^ 
pliance  or  entertainment  when  pothing  voMf^ 
important  is  at  hand.  ,g 

As 
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.-  As ;  my  i dependence  refts  folely  upon  the 
largenefi  of  the  divine  bounty,  I  can  fooietioies 
vhea  that  idea  fills  my  thoughts,  furvey  the 
provifioaSt  the  gratifications,  the  pallimcs,  the 
loys,  thf  copaforts  poured  around  with  unf^iar- 
ing  hahd  opoD  Aan,  and  beaft,  and  bif d,  and 
fi(b  widr^if^  with  ;more  delight  thqn  the 
ffBuA  land^ip  I  ever  behead }  nor  i^s  the  plea- 
fiire  unfi^quftmly  doubled  by  the  refledion  of 
having  fttcb  a;  ta(le,  which  I  value  at  a  higher 
late  thaa  thf^t  of  architefiure,  painting  or  mu- 
fic^  ppl  as. a  190K; briUjaot  accooipliihni^nt,  but 
ai  a  inorc  beneficial  poiTeffion. 

For  ttie  greater  fund  of  happinefs  I  can  find 
in  the  worki»  the  fuller  noanifeftation  I  Iiave  of 
tbo  divine  Goodnefs,  And  the  better  grounds  of 
czpe&adon  for  myfelfi  as  having  no  warrant 
ta  look  for  more  than  my  proportionable  fhare 
of  the  bkflings  redundant  from  that  fource^ 
While  I  can  hold  this  profpe^t:  in  view,  tjbo 
Cfila  (Gattored  among  it  leiTen  by  comparifon  t 
fiv  bow  many  more  houfes  of  commodious  ha* 
f  hiUdoDf  of  bufinefs,  of  entertainment,,  of  jolli* 
VI  are  thercj  than  goals  and  hofpitals  7  how 
Uoy  more  doors  rattling  with  peals  of  yifiting 
tlpoder,  than  Imockers  tied  up?  how  many 
moif  pcovifioos  are  bought  in  the  markets  and 
VKCt  in  the  (hops,  than  drugs  difpenfed  by 
the  apothecary?  how  many  more  hours  have 
yn  d  engagptnept,  of  promifing  purfult,  of 
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tnnquilKty^  contentr  dhrerfion  alkd  VMMrrioiait, 
.  than  of  fici^ds,  *  pain  or  meknoiu)^  h-tr     • 

If  there  be  any  excqf^tion  to  ^ledaYgNice 
of  thefe  ideas,  it  is  that  tbtfy  msike  nM^too  pa^ 
tial  to  that  hypothefis  which  ftems  to'gldQ^ 
God  in  the  higheft  conceivable  degree,  hfitfi^ 
ing  the  proportion  ofgood  to  eiril' throughout 
the  Un^erfe»  and  confequently  thraa||^iodriib 
period  of  every  creature's  exiftcnee»  fo  higjh^ 
millions df  millions  of  miUioDS  to  onei.i^i^ 
whether  it  be  true  or  no,  yet  if  finnly  bdienA 
might  render  us  infenfible  to  the  tioubici  of  &k 
by  the  joy  that  is  fet  before  us,  and  Ugbten  all  ill 
labours  by  reprefenting  them  as  neoefl^  tN^I^ 
cure  the  enjoyment  of  fuch  an  imcnenle  efliteu' 

When  the  feafons  of  grace  are  upon  fl^ 
which  I  reckon  thofe  wherein  the  n^  prilili^ 
pie  is  immediately  operating  cither  in  devotiM 
or  contemplation,  or  ftiidy,  or  the  pradUce  of 
fomeching  apprehended  a  good  work^  fhimgb 
much  verfed  in  the  mitrofcc^  I  could  never 
yet  difcover  any  fupernatural  impulfe  in  thofe 
experiences,  nor  feel  the  finger  of  God  nor 
hear  bis  whifpers ;  yet  I  fee  him  clearly  tbio^ 
the  teleicDpe  fitted  up  with  the  bbjed:  gtafi  qf 
reafon,  and  the  eye  glafs  of  &ith^  one  to  oaiii 
verge  the  rays  colledted  by  the  other,  but  it  m 
imnoede  diftance  both  of  time  and  places  vio^  J 
ing  in  the  birth  of  nafore,  providing  with  ^fim^  I 
ing  certainty  thofe  caufcSwJbiab^b}[a^ill^^  J 
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complicated  end  intricate  windings  have  pro- 
duced che  ef!e£l  I  now  feel* 

Upon  all  ibcfc  occafions  there  is  a  caltn  joy. 
•  cc?mplacenee,  a  fitttsfa^on  at  leafl  equal  to 
that  of  any  fuCcefsfal  ptirftiits,  plcafing  reflcc- 
dcms,  m  noblcft  ainas  of  other  kinds  chat  I  have 
had  experience  of^  flowing  fpontaneonfly  with- 
OQt  any  force  upon  the  inaagination  to  throw 
lliem  up,  and  when  fo  conaing  they  arc  moll 
genuine  and  moft  ftriking. 

For  our  fondncft  of  int^nfe  plcafurts  leads 
ydM^KTOfs  miftakeSi  wheri  we  think  ra  (Iretch 
f^Pmte  beyond  its  natural  tone;  neither  the 
plcafurcs  of  Religion  nor  of  fcnfe  will  be  in* 
creafed  by  being  forced,  he  chat  takes  pains  to 
believe  htoifelf  vaftly  delighted,  is  in  reality 
fearce  delighted  at  all ;  he  is  only  fond  of  tho 
credit  of  it  in  his  own  fancy;  but  true  joy 
will  operate  by  its  native  vigor  without  wanting 
oar  aid  to  give  it  motion*  It  is  our  bufinefs  to 
ply  diligently  to  our  work,  to  ufc  the  means  of 
grace,  and  follow  thofe  eouries  that  are  pro^ 
do^ve  of  fatis&£lioni  and  then  we  need  not 
fear  having  enough  of  it  by  fiich  reflexions  as 
will  naturally  fpriog  tberefromj  without  oar 
fonber  feeking, 

2  J,  But  why  do  I  dwell  upon  the  Ihtle  be- 
nefits accruing  from  this  principle  in  an  iraper- 
fea  creature  but  feebly  poflcflcd  with  it,  and 
ttoi  carry  00  the  thoughts  to  that  full  unceafing 
fgtirfi^MWb  whii?b  moft  flow  Irom  it  when  vl- 
o  z 
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goroosi  perfed  and-gCMfd  t  If  men  of  ikgidiif 
would  examine  the  grmndfiof^ititiiiipbrtHil)^ 
io  as  to  render  tbc  evidence  cl«ar.fittl  fiu^Kar 
to  their  thoughts  bejtuid  att  dajnger  ,oC;Mife« 
quent  doubt  or  miftitifti  Imd  then  rohicerdMO 
pradicsi)  ntles  fo  as  tofaavoa  seaibtt  fbr,pMif 
fuing  all  their  other  ibienccs^  fllB,  fcbenlHil 
employments  and  mahnrts  of  beha wiwifaicAw 
cible  therefrom }  their  authority  and  <^—^ 
would  foon  draw  the.  reft  of  the  iMrld  afia^ 
theiti,  as  their  Ql\\\  in  ^  commnnyating-; i^' 
might  render  the  methods  of  foUowiai^'ilNMi 
according  to  dificr«iit.  fiiaaii<Ma  aad  €iPwl|i 
fiances;  intelligible  torevery  ooa»  ^  ifr^ 

For  we  fee  by  experstoce  of  the  raKi^^piair ; 
fionSy  that  a  difbmt  aim  imi«eirQiM(lMfe||)f ' 
upon  the  imagination  is  capable  of  enl)ploM|^ 
men  for  years^  and  (haping  iSL  other  detkiMmM  i 
conformity  therewith.  And  as  idl  ooBRiliii^ 
fome  value  for  their  judgement,  dioofib^ 
ther  to  follow  it  than  nov,  when  tkntrttll'' 
impedintient  in  the  way,  the  generil 
right  might  always  influence  them^bcltitl 
currenr  rales  of  reftitode  are  not 
their  particular  circumftances, 
frequently  to  imprafticable  per! 
a  reiiftance  of  appetite  tfaby  are  not  ri^kia  A^iil 
which  gives  then:i  a  diftaftrr  tb  re£Ktndfti 
as  being  a  romantic  or'tton! 
whereas  were  it  i  clearly. ^difcdii«fc  nAufrHit 
neaneft  feafible^  advoflctf  Jithei^-^ndigiliia 
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of  appetite  within  their  forces  to  pradife  in  each 
iiuGesdiag  moment,  they  might  come  into  a 
liking  oi  it»    and  continually  improve  their 

Tito  cianfitioa  from  reditude  to  the  grand 
iMeBCioii  it  Ttry  fliort»  for  every-  right  adion  is 
a  doingriht  Wili  of  Gi}A^  and  every  man  feels 
a  AuiiidiGii  ID  the  con(ciou£i$fs  of  having 
done,  ngfir^  vrhen  he  happens  to  find  grpund 
for  i^  fvluch  m^kes  men  fo  ready  to  deceive 
ik/atSAyg^  in  tiw  motives  of  their  proceedings, 
teviile  ;l»yi]li8  mcai»fi  they  get  a  fal&  botcopfi 
joft  IbflfciftM  €o  fuppori  a  prefent  confcioufae{s 
together  with  the  fatisfadion  accogopanying, 
ihpqg^  jt;w^fail  tbeoft  in, time  of  trial  when 
<bM[6ls''V:oC^o^  examination  comes  to  preis 
^WlWiitis.v  '^heref^reTif  t^y  could;  be  fliovrii 
lIMhdlfiir^  the./ifiHlcft  cour^  of  .thofe  that 
m  ltel4»t.:»r«;Cji^,^  ?JJd^thii  the  preference 
j;i^)|f»^  tear  ;?k>r«ferfipcc  to  the  grand 

i^$pfjp«^^^  WoiU4  :gi?ftW,q|K>re  and  more  in 
4|ff1«i^Mj^^(ibs  0(v.da^g  pleafure  caj^ble 
^lSE^ffiMKf^^l^to  it,  cu^til  by  degrees  things 
fll&ifeKi^    pl«fing.:bccaulc  right,  and  b^- 
Wf.  j»3qHtBgg  thft-  rqferencc,  fron?  uoublc- 
|^ppP(:^4i4fid  that  libey  were  before. 
Ifli  'Siktf'k  iaowin^  roc  ths. want  of  that  fcicnce 
livttBnrbrldsUbai  nkaokindis  left  in  darknefs 
■•■I  mifcfy,    tmdef  tHer  dominion  of  paffion, 
f  Jlfe^Oi^icim^   vealir-ibtis  ^nd  worldly  cares: 
r  a  way  might  be  found  by  direfling  the 
I  G  3  choice 
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choice  of  pleafures,  through  which  they  coukl^ 
and  would  travel  to  the  Und  of  lig^t,  liberty 
and  happincfa. 

When  this  way  (hall  open  no  man  tu  ttll  t 
I  much  queftion  whether^  it  will  happen  io  the 
year  ef  the  world  fix  thou&nd  fix  faimdfed 
lixcy-fix,  and  have  fome  doubt  tfakit  idta)ay  not 
happen  at  all  upon  this  earth,  becaoit  Appre- 
hending it  defigiied  for  the  ofe  of  nfoipo  paftn- 
gers  than  this  earth  can  contain;     As  I  pittend 
to  no  revelations  I  (hall  not  attetnptto  find  oot 
the  day  of  which  no  man  knowcth^  noiriM  the 
iSon,  but  the  Father  only :  neverfbriefi  m  'the 
•prophet  of  reafon,  pre(iiging  upon  bbiiirvatioo 
of  'the  Divine  econooSy  exed^fficd  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,   I  prefdmc'^tb'.togDFate 
that  it  will  happen  in  fixne  part  df  oor  joitriley 
through  matter,  when  die  ten  riglMibut  dafr 
cribed  in  Chapter  XIX.  (haltaofe.'  TIm^  wifL 
dom  will  fobn  draw  others  reiembling  diein  . 
neareft  to  perfeA  themfeivca  opon  tiicir  ttaddf:  i 
as  the  nuniibers  encreafe,  the  propriety 'dfthdri 
condud,  the  juftnefi  of  tfafcir  -neiArtw^^^  A^  | 
harmony  of  their  difpofitioi),  the  arairf^teDei|;K 
of  their  charadters,  and  happinefi  of  their  liv^i 
muft  become  manife(t  to  all,  and  eiQpite  t  JE^t- 
neral  admiration  wirii  a  (^fireof  partridngiit: 
the  like :  their  unanimity  amon^  themijihii^ 
their  benevolence  toothers,  their  foberdifcifr. 
tion  and  unperverted  (agtcity  will  render  elesf  ^ 
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0  every  capacity,  how  ihcir  example  may  be 
[bHowod  by  perfans  differently  quaHfied  accord- 
ing to  the  variety  of  fituaiions  and  circa m ft an- 
Dtt  among  them,  fo  that  there  will  be  no  doubr^ 
unoeriainty  0or  difappointmcnt  to  difcourage 
my  body  in  his  progrefs  :  as  the  bent  of  imita- 
tion becomes  general,  the  torrent  of  cuftom 
inoft  drive  in  the  refti  and  happy  experience 
will  effedually  fccarc  thofe  who  have  once 
made  the  trials  (o  that  the  whole  fpecies  will 
be  bound  together  in  one  bond  of  wifdom, 
love  and  happioe& :  and  then  (hall  commence' 
ibe  kingdom,  or  more  probably  republic  of  il^ 
or  if  they  have  a. king,  it  will  be  none 
than  God  himfelf^  whofe  Glory,  and  the 
tion  in  whole  deiigns  of  Providence 
be  the  fundamental  law:  and  ba(is  of  iheir 
tution. 
In  tlie  mean  while  let  us  make  it  our  ulti- 
re  aim  and  conflanc  intention  to  advance  this 
fill  event,  though  as  yet  lying  at  an  immenfe 
nee  from  us :  for,  to  refumc  the  Stoical 
aphor,  we  are  ftill  deeply  merged  under 
cr,  and  are  fo  connedled  together  ihar  none 
|u$  can  breath  the  free  air  until  the  whole 
y  approaches  near  the  forface,  which  it  is 
fing  toH^rds  by  flow  and  fcarce  perceptible 
degrees-  So  tliat  if  we  can  a  little  eafe  the 
weight  in  any  part,  or  give  a  lilt  of  one  inch 
^y.fingle  member,  it  is  a  fervice  to  i\\t 
-^  6  4  whole 
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whole,  and  a  fcrvice  co  ^oorfelvciii  -bf  fpoediag 
4the  time  that  is  to. faring  on:OUf  tQfciyk«aMr<^ 

£on,  r..  ->.  •;    ,.»! 

Therefore  it  is  cur  bufimfs  to  ob^enK.  wfait 
gradations  of  depth  m^n  iiveniUy  ;Ue  ooda^ 
and  contrive  how  we  may  eqipUybtnboppiv* 
tunicios  for  helping  )hem.  He  that  is  -i^io'df 
•fait  piety*  his  reaibn^.  or  his  poblici  Jbrvloe^ 
hangs  a  little  higlier  than  while  he  was  Tiiii  of 
doing  mifchief,  cf  follies,  or  trifles^  :xb  be  fi> 
pcrfticious  is  fomething  of  a  rifeaboirlwrikv 
cd  infen6bility  s  induffay,  fdreca^. '  economy, 
genero^ty,  courteouihefs,  is  a  degree  of  aittance 
from  idlcnefs,  giddineft,  diffipation,  aYacbcre  and 
ill  nature ;  (he  man  of  pleaiure  'H^fao  bhooics 
difcrtetly  fuch  among  tbem  aa:aie.  uBOcent^ 
fwims  a  fpan  over  Um  who  is  hurried  Jto  iuid 
fro  by  every  prefent  appetite,  happeiuDg  to  ftrikc 
jflrongly  upon  his  fancy. 

As  the  good  of  mankind  iq  this  in^orld  iB 
made  our  diredion  for  attaining  the  good  of 
the  other,  thofe  are  the  meafiirea  of  rcditude 
-which  upon  every  occafion  will  yield  die  greater 
enjoyment  or  temporal  good  to  our&lvts^  or 
cihei^,  orthepublk;  oompucatioa  being  made 
upoa  the  whole  amoant  of  their  p-odoce.  But 
fincc  tiirough  our  inexperience  and  (hortnefs  of 
our  views,  this  diredVion  caimot  always  be  had, 
wc  muft  take  it  from  thofe  rules  wluch  have 
prevailed  among  the  moft  judicious  and  di^ 

cerning^ 


■iqgi  in  diBtticfcnil  faniocfact  o£ xaodoi^f* 
m»  tt9§tt^9g  tbe  higher  and  heft  atthoria* 
ipBSof9jtlm:,:pi  It^^  Audio 

yHjqe  put  9^^  under  them  with  a  pQnfck»fc> 
1^^  ae^tmidfe  cither  dnriagthe  perfbrmanoa 
lf/gailM8^^  ifiOan. 

^^lethcr  «€  be  eatiog  or  driokiiig>  or  whal- 
0«ciwibrbeiIdU^  Ut  pumaM 

tJP|(.ifififl(iQll»  :mdklmiyr  :|>4^qMl9b 
p^pc^Uf^M^  C2tMy 

j^^ii^c  '  i;;j:>v  ii*o  V-  -  -^  >  I^  rl.v.v  ♦.' »-. .  j/n 
:g^.ij  v^p  ny"li.ifi;.n  yl:i    .. .  :>  i^.ocn  r.  ■.  *! ..  W 
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>A  MONQ  all  the  rules  whufa^tey  bt^cpt 
dO^rploynt  asvtaedionB  ib^iiAirfyiiig-'oi  jIm 
nfittonoe  betwdeiv  wr  ultiixietfli^^iib'ttidx^lil 
common  tranfadions  of  life,  there  is  D#a^b# 
ter  capable  of  that  fervke^  than  this  of  doiof 
as  we  would  be  done  by*  For  it  cooneds  io^ 
inediately  with  the  love  of  our  neighboori  ^ 
which  we  moft  evidently  manifeft  our  loye*.<Qf 
God,  for  every  roan  will  readily  give  the  Aais 
treatment  to  one  whom  he  loves  as  himfiK 
chat  he  would  wiih  to  receive  hiaiielf,  aniit 
is  applicable  to  all  our  intercouries  among  eae 
another :  becaufe  in  bufinefs,  in  paifiog  JQd|!> 
pent,  in  difcourfe  whether  ferious  or  amufiii^ 
in  diyerfion,  in  merrimenr,  there  is  a  diipofi^M 
to  ferve,  to  be  candid,  to  oblige  and  to  plq|fe 
which  a  man  would  be  glad  to  find  in  ctbil^ 
and  may  ferve  him  for  a  rule  to  return  theUn 
to  them  again.  i 

This  precept  is  enjoined  by  Chrift  as  tbeito>  , 
of  all  thofe  delivered  by  any  revelation  beftlsi 
^hatfoever  ye  would  that  men  (hoold  do  IM 
you^  do  ye  eyeQ  fo  unto  them,  for  t)ii8  is  UfB 
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kw  and  che  prophets*  Humu  reaibo  waa 
clcarfighted  cooogh  to  perceive  the  falacary  ef- 
of  this  maxioit  )¥hicl)  fmong  Philoro- 
:rs  and  Moralifts  has  been  commonly  enr 
^Icd  the  gpldcn  role>  to  eKprpfs  its  fupcrcmi- 
mcc  in  value  above  ail  others ;  as  well  know- 
Jog  t^at  nothing  contributes  fa  pjuch  to  peace 
order  and  happipefs  ip  ihc;  worlds  as  an 
Suitable  te!np«;r  difpofed  to  weigh  the  want^ 
3d  defires  of  other  perfons  in  ojual  baUncp 
with  our  own. 

And  this  leemi  to  be  the  fir  ft  moral  fenfe 
It  fprmits  within  us:  when  reafon  begins  to 
4t  giv^  vs  a  concern  for  the  morrow, 
^hich  layf  the  foundation  of  prudence ;  after 
iving  fhot  its  [bcam^  forwards  to  difcover  the 
iturei  it  thcD  Iprcadi  chem  in  widths  making 
fenfible  of  the  pains  ;ind  pleafures  whereof 
wc  fee  ef  prefTianf  around  U9.  Fpr  compafllon 
jnaket  its  appearance  very  early,  but  compairion 
ling  elfe  than  fympathtzing  with  the  difr 
ts  beheld  i  and  the  idea  of  injury  cannot 
ibfift  without  it,  wherefore  we  commonly  in- 
troduce that  idea  into  children  by  quefttons  of 
^w  they  would  lil^e  to  be  fo  fcr ved  themfclves. 
Thus  as  prtfdence  confifts  in  a  quick  fenfibilit^ 
>d  and  evil  to  come,  fo  equitablenefs  con- 
in  a  like  qnick  fenfibility  of  the  feelings 
nd  apprehenftons  of  another :  and  both  alik9 
ferve  a$  auxiliaries  to  jadgemenC,  by  poUefling 

thf 


ten     Ikhi^'ns  W w6m*e\m^.  GBifi^. 

the  ImagiBatidfi  %ith  ofij^  tti  fet  ia  Mldfti 
t^mft  dieprefeht  ImpuKek  bC=«^&te.'!i^^'«^^ 
'"From  fiehce  Ve  may  Icttfti  wli^riMAif^  #j0& 
lier  taken  for  gaining  chis'ilttntB^/ laltttd^^ 

poffiblc  i^'  tfic'  x&j  iimubtt'k^th6r%^^ 
ftriving'to  6«tei^1nto  their,  ftntiments,  lOjg^^ 
ceptions;^ir t&(fe6»  thdr  m^c^  'd^ejr  .m^ 
land  their  fctf^Wis,  tbrt^den!^ ''wfoc  W^^       ^ 
Willi,  Of  do/  dr  toniprahend;  udde^'  t6e^fl 
circumftanc^,  whereto, it  will  be''a.fael|^^iif*^ 
^h  rccolkra  dnjr  fimilar'  fitliird&n'Whetii^m 
haVc  ftood  ourftlvcs.      •  ^"  r  : :!  r   •     :r ^  :,;d, 
^  \BiJt  Ais  like  all  other;  htbIA,  18'  ohlj  Mr^. 
acquired  by  tohtidual  iapplidttion'aDd  ptflS^^ 
^hicfa  may  inure  itnaginatioh'io'i?  retdiiaftiSilftt 
jTigor  in  performing  itsoffiSi'.-  -ite  ati  iWfli|b_ 
tncnt  to  enter  npOQ  fuch  prifftfcc'We  may  ref 
that  \!^  are  nodiing  in  ourfelves^btit  what  Qi 
by  his  courles  of  natore'anH  Ibittjoe  has 
us,  that  to  them  it  was  w^ioRy  oWir^g  we  w< 
fd  born,  fo  endowed,  fo  bred,  ib  fijpplitd, 
.improved  as  we  be,  and  if  hi'HiS!  plcifedi'i 
tnight  have  ftood  in  the  fame  caSt  in  nil  ref 
'with  any  perfons  we  fee^  arffl  thiy  might 
Wen  placed  In  ours.         '  ^  ^ .  * 

Then  to  eiicoUrage  us  in  this  eicrcife  %v^ei 
coiifider,  it  is  not  impoflible  there  may  be'"! 
rotation  through  all  the  ftAtes' of ^  Being  in 
Unlverfe,  fo  tfeat  every  pcrccptffrc 
pailTes  io  turn  through  every  onQ  of  theOi 

whidivl 
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ivhkJi  thought  mud  make  equity  a  matter  of 
pniFlcDce»  becanfe  the  cafe  of  every  other  wHl 
Gbcoer  or  later  aflually  become  our  own,  and  it . 
i»  ourjntereft  to  make  every  pact  in  this  theatre 
af  the  Uuiverfe  eafy^  which  we  ihail  one  day 
be  {MU  to  aft  oaiiHves.  ^ 

Bnt  if  tfai»  appears  a  romaiiiiit  4iaagiiiatioii» 
mluire  experience  of  the  continual  viclffitudes 
Ad  tarns  of  a€kira  in  this  world,  fo  that  wc 
know  not  how  foon  we  may  need  ihe  benefit 
tf  an  equitable  temper  and  good  will  in  the 
lery  perfoo,  to  whom  we  may  now  fet  the  pre- 
cedent: befides  that  example,  dTympatby  and 
amiablenefs  of  the  proceeding  may  generate  the 
Hdd  difpofition,  and  procure  i^  the  like  benefit 
from  others  who  are  witnei&s  of  our  condud. 
QraK  all  events,  if  we  have  any  pcefuafiov  of 
ibadtvine^tEquity,  this  will  eiorfiire  us  a  per<^ 
GRudinStreft  in  &11  the  good,  and  evil  vee  bring 
ipon  our  neighbour,  a&  being  in  fome  (hape 
sr  otbcr  certainly  to  return  upon  our  own 
iBld* 

'  -If  dien  it  be  our  own  concern  to  ad  equita- 
Hkkiidloar  dealings  withaU,  it  muft  be  fo 
iaeWife  to  obferve  diligently  their  charaders, 
hat  conceptions,  their  views,  and  every  pre- 
fo^cirtuniftance  that  may  aflford  us  better 
isofikkm  for  fo  doing,  and  to  ftifle  every  felfidi 
mstite  or  narrow  prejudice  which  might 
•iken  or  objlrot^  us  in  ourfcrutiny. 

...  ^ ..      .;     :r'  i.  Nevcrtheleft 


lib     Doif^  as  we  wmU Be dta  iy^  ChajS.S7« 

2.  Nevettheleft  there  are  ibme  perfdnl  who 
do  not  ixrant  an  equitable  difpofitibn»  yet  find 
themfelves  bb'ftnided  in  the  exercife  of  it  by  c 
feeming  contrariety  therem  to  die  ruks  of  ^A- 
tjce»  and  cbmmbn  jmidence  previ^ihg  amon{| 
mankind)  or  are  mifled  by  lofitig  fight  of  the 
ibandition  whereon  it  re(b,  the  pmpofe  to  be 
cfiefled  by  it.  The  obftnidioDS  and  g|iparait 
contrariety  Ijpring  from  their  confinii^  k 
.within  too  narrow  a  compais,  taking  in  only 
iingle  objefh  in  cafes  whoc  the  coDfeqaence  of 
their  procedure  will  extend  co  many.  Thqr 
fcfuplc  to  profecute  a  thief  becanie  they  fhonld 
not  like  to  be  puniflied  for  what  they  have  done 
amifs  chemielves,  to  fuc  a  debtor  to  jodgemenc 
and  execution.  becau&  they  (boald  chink  ic  ft 
hardihip  to  be  fo  prefled  and  ftrytned,  co  deny 
a  bc^r,  becauic  they  (hoold  find  uneftfinefs  in 
a  rehiial  of  what  they  eameftly  defired,  to  bo 
hard  or  rtienrcd  in  a  bargain,  becaDfe  they 
ihouli  wiib  CO  have  all  others  open  and  cafy 
wish  chcm.  But  it  IhouM  be  remembered  chrt 
equity  betf  ing  a  near  relackin  m  knre  of  one's 
nc^hbour,  ought  to  extend  the  iame  compa& 
that  is^  to  all  who  may  be  any  way  afiefted  by 
the  chiog  we  are  doing :  and  as  wc  mnft  noe 
iove  one  neighbour  lb  as  to  negkift  the  others^ 
lb  Qciihcr  n;uft  we  lafier  our  eqoky  to  one  po^ 
1^)  to  nuke  u$  iniqakons  co  all  the  reft. 

Thcnttv>re  in  iVmpatiun^  with  tke  crimi* 
m]*  the  debtor^  the  Qccsfiuns  and  the  nego- 

tianCf 


vrdp wdL;  beaafe ifabwill prefervc ut 
aniinoficy,   from  hard-hearifadoefi  and 
war  niflimg;  butoor  fympatby  oughc  not  to 
lift  dKn^  we  maft  carry,  it  oa  to  others  who 
codamaged.  in  their- properties  by  our 
"iNriio  may  be  drawn  into  negligence 
wimlirdnefs   by  our  encouragement   of 
cathe^publk:  who  may  luflef  damage 
in  die  produ£b  of  laboor,  to  our  fami« 
iBwitomsy  be-ii^aped  by  the  fixrcgoiog  our 
or  irfneft  in  contrafti,  to  the  fimple 
b  maj  be  hut  by  our  example  rendering 
IMC  dMaAefU  and  ridicalooe. 
If  wr  fanrj  all  aroood  as  to  obferte  what 
'  iDconveoxeiice    may  accrue  any 
idkft  how  we  ihoaM  like  to  have 
&S  opofi  ourfcliw,  then,  hnt 
(hall  be  folly  qeafified  w  p.eige 
a  cqBBBhk  r  for  equity  b-  net  herfeif  sr.- 
:   iQ  Aecas  tusm  a  lUce  re^d  ro  all  whom  the 
iie  prnm^m  ^o  maj  ccnccm,      Bot 
feanc  ta  lie  ^uiefcd  in  ev-rr  thing  hy 

■muitt;,  thee  cannot  ivmoacfaize  !inle& 

»  '  '     > 

Wie&  qfatefla  drikin?   'heir  umles,    by  whieft 

stSB  dxezaiden  -ale  -if  rc&:cn  bifr:.':me'>  rranf- 

imn.  die.  iiaik  oietai   re   o^tiion,  a;;  ^II 

oeii^aiK  antf  moral  xir-r^eE  m&v  in  ^^^  il 

r:.  iror  :an  it  he  rcjlorcn  -n  :Unrtard 

pancy  aoui.  omii  ironqht:  to  nsi^&aiL  rhe  |oo^ 

aii  eni   iiosiho^  iVom  acr  c.imini±  ,ntn  ^c 

&cxy  hrtawing  one  j^uoit  lae<jciwnr 


But  fince  we  ftUom  iit¥c  G^^tfarAi 
of  pro(jpcft  oioagh  to  ice  the.ttmoto  < 
qucDcet  of  thii^  we  mitft  take  diitSioi] 
the  beft  uthorized  rales  of  behniosrii 
ters  of  icTerity^'Obnteotibiv  oppofitiQo;iA 
end  r^trd  to;pdMtt6iotbdft  m  dfdk^^; 
lug  tht(  they  wen  eftabl^flled  ttpbn  good 
dfttjonk  forj|he.bciie6t  oftnenkiod :  tha 
by  breaking  than  we  (hall  fb  far  m  in  t 
defeat  that  btacfiti  and  do  ft  Certiia  u|arf  i 
where,  though  We  may  not  difeem  w 
but  our  equity  if  we  have,it  gpouioe,  will 
Bold  us  from  doing  what  we  fhonkl  nof 
though  to  perfons.  unknown,  for  iake  gi 
tifying  one  or  two  whom  we  have  befon 
eyes.       .  ^      .     :    -    /r 

And  thifi  prevalence  of  impulfis  above  ji 
ment  Itkewifo  mifleads  us  in'  the  applica^ 
our  equity,  which  ought  to  follow  die  < 
rules  wi(h  the  love  ef  pur  neighbQUf;,^  | 
our  felf-love  be  fond<  indiicreeci  ijueniil 
pernicious  and  deftru&ive  of  Q«r  reaJi-|Ri| 
we  (hall  dp  him  no  good  por  fulfil  ouf  4mi 
loving  him  in  the  fame  maooerj  at  wf^j^ 
felves.  ^   .  ,  .  !,;^ 

When  we  entice  another  ifata  ddwrii^ 
lay  temptations  in  hit  way,  Or  pnividi;i:fi||ij| 
his  intemperate  cravings,  it  ia.no.JnA|i| 
to  fagr  that  4¥e  (hoold  like  prori^gifyiig^ 
dealt  withiborfelves :  (br  by  indn^^  ffi^ 
defitei  ta  this  fiuore  di(iypoinHrierir  el 


d^  a7#  Doing  as  wi  would  he  done  hj,      i  jj 

iliall  have  at  another  time,  which  is  the  cafe  of 
all  vicious  aj^d  imprudent  pleafurcs,  we  are  un* 
equitable  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  own  defires 
which  arc  our  beft  friends,  if  their  friendfliip 
be  impartially  cultivated  j  therefore  if  we  pro- 
ceed the  fame  way  with  another,  we  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  be  unequitable  to  bim^  departing  frona 
the  fpirit  of  our  rule  while  feeming  to  adhere 
to  the  letter;  joft  as  if  a  man,  who io  a  fit  of 
flrong  defpair  vviflies  fomebody  will  flioot  him 
through  the  head,  ftiould  out  of  an  equitable 
difpofition  drive  to  piftol  as  many  others  as  ht 
could. 

It  is  pity  but  parents  would  take  this  matter 
Into  ferious  coniiderationt  ipftead  of  valuing 
thcmfclves  upon  their  inability  to  deny  the  pret- 
ty creature  whatever  it  eagerly  wants ;  for  they 
often  ruin  their  children  by  giving  the  fame  in- 
dolgence  to  their  cravings  and  fancies  and  fol- 
lieSi  as  they  take  for  their  own.  And  fome- 
limes  the  like  weaknefs  draws  men  into  an  in- 
turious  compliance  with  others  not  fo  nearly 
related  to  them.  But  as  charity  begins  at  home, 
fo  muft  her  twin  filler  equity  \  foi  he  that  has 
DO  prudence  for  himfclf  cannot  have  a  genuine 
charity  to  his  neighbour,  nor  until  he  has  got 
rid  of  all  partiality  to  any  particular  inclination 

his  own,  is  he  comnleatly  qualified  to  prac- 

the  golden  rule. 

And  the  art  of  conducing  impartially  be- 
tween remote  and  near  gratification  may  be  beft 

H  learned 


1 14  Doing  as  we  would  be  done  by.  Chap.  if. 
learned  by  beginning  to  praflicc  it  upon  tn* 
other }  for  as  the  fkin  is  nearer  than  the  ftH 
as  the  dired  view  of  an  objeS:  isibttelttiil 
brighter  than  the  refledion  of  it  in  %%iiifMK 
fo  our  fellow  feelings  are  hot  ig(u2te  IbithMg^ 
our  immediate  fenfatbns,  hor  the  appdtes'Ae) 
xxcite  quite  fo  ungovernable;  tfaey  do  nbC  A 
clofely  fetter  the  judgement,  which  it  ifaerdtet 
more  at  liberty  to  obferve,  and  better  aUe  tt 
Execute,  what  is  expedient  b  anotb^*t  caJb 
than  in  our  own :  and  afcer  having  fMped  <M 
friends  into  profitable  felf-denialstelbteiordlta^ 
we  (hall  learn  thereby  to  do  the  fame  with'Otti 
Selves,  equity  and  fyfnpathy  lielp&ng  ba  tttgo 
through  a  difciplltie  we  liad  exercifed  opoa  pei^ 
fonsi  in  whofe  feelings  we  had  a  ienfible  ^tiob^ 
iccrn. 

3.  But  as  a  temper  truly  equitable  extend  I 
to  all  perfons  who  may  come  within  its  iiw  1 
fiuence,  fo  it  will  to  all  branches  of  treatmetit 
In  our  intercourfes  iimong  them  1  it  will  not 
6nly  incline  us  to  db  as  we  t^ould  be  done  %j^ 
but  likewife  to  think  as  we  would  be  thoagl^ 
by.     We  are  angry  at  being  flandered,  rUJctiP 
<^d»  under  valued,  triumphed  oyer«  tliough  but 
m  ^thought,  if  we  find  it  oUt,  at  our  adii 
being  mifinterpreted,  our  words  unfavourai 
contbrued,  our  reafbns  unattended  to«  our  m 
ing  perverted,  4ind  .our.  condu^a^rl bed  toj 
wprft  motives  it  could  prpcccil  from  :  wc* 
CO  have  all  men  candid  and'evca  IkvoUrible 
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Ul,  dcfirous  of  findiog  grounds  to  give  us  their 

ipprobetioni  ready  to  make  alt  excufes  and  al* 

fowanocs  for  our  niiilakes,  to  allow  us  che  full 

iBerit  we  defervei  to  prelume  our  inteodoos 

Sc  good,  to  enter  fairly  and  willingly  into 
fentiments,  and  give  us  the  due  ftiare  of  their 
em:  why  then  (hould  we  refufe  them  what 
like  fo  well  for  ourfelvcs,  or  praftifc  upon 
ibem  what  we  are  fo  vehemently  averfe  to  have 
pra<3ifed  upon  ourfeWes  ?  This  certainly  is  the 
nxoft  oppofite  temper  poflible  to  equitableneft^ 
[and  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  a  narrow 
felfifliDcfSi  regardlefs  of  every  thing  but  the  in- 
^dulgence  of  an  eVil  habit  or  fond  humour  of 
vanity. 

Therefore  it  is  iocumbcnt  upon  tis.to  eradi- 
cate tiiis  evil  weed,  than  which  there  is  none 
obftru6tive  to  the  growth  of  charity,  for 
e  can  never  heartily  love  thofe  whom  wc 
ink  ill  off:  but  as  habits  are  not  prefently  to 
rooted  out,  it  requires  our  continual  appli- 
tion  and  vigilance  to  wither  it  by  degree! 
or  this  purpofe  it  will  be  expedient  to  llady 
e  art  of  penetrating  into  the  conceptions  of 
erfoQS  we  have  to  deal  with,  not  judging  them 
>y  our  own  ideas,  but  by  thofe  we  may  fap- 
fc  then  to  occupy  their  imagination^  didio- 
ilhing  between  the  outward  aft  and  the  mc^ ' 
from  whence  it  may  proceed,  eonfidering 
many  various  apprehenilons  may  give  birch 
ua  ID 
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to  the  fame  aAion,  and  feeking  impartially  for 
the  moft  commendable,  or  the  mod  innocent.  * 
It  is  too  common  for  people  who  defpife  the 
vulgar  for  want  of  fenfe  and  breeding  never* 
thelefs  CO  expert  the  fame  nice  difcemment  and 
exa^  propriety  from  them,  which  they  value 
themfelves  fo  highly  upon  3  which  feems  a  moft 
abfurd  notion  inconfiftent  with  itfelf,  whereas 
it  were  more  rational  to  confider  their  educa- 
tion, ways  of  living,  and  cuftomary  trsuns  of 
thinking,  to  place  oorfelves  in  their  fitnatioD, 
and  then  examine  what  ideas  we  (hould  be 
likely  to  have.    We  may  remember  likewife 
that  other  people  have  their  paiiions^  their  pre* 
judices,  their  favourice  aims,  their  fears,  dietr 
cautions,  their  interefts,  their  fodden  ynpulies 
and  \-arieties  of  apprehenfioo,  as  well  as  our- 
fdvics ;  we  mav  ftrive  to  recoUeft  how  thoft 
fevcral  ciofes  have  operated  upon  tis,  m  how 
many  di&rcnt  lights  we  have  beheld  the  fame 
obiccl,  and  how  often  we  have  judged  the  ftme 
things  right  which  we  now  condemn  in  theni. 
For  1  have  remarked  to  the  Chapter  upon  that 
faculty,  of  how  great  impoctsnce  it  is  to  have 
a  well  dlt'cirllned  imsgination  capable  of  caiting. 
up  in  lively  iJ e-^s  \^  hI^cver  Egures  may  be  vrant- 
ed  tv2r  the  tervicts  of  mibo. 

But  fuch  expenre*?  is  \^  dScuk  to  be 
attaiuevl.  tl:r  rnrti::t  cbjeSs  acd  the  mecha^ 
nioil  wozkft'J^s  cf  our  coaceramenc  fo  occupy 
oui  ;h  vga:?  tec  the  tacti  parr,  thit  we  cannot 

eafily 
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ly  recall  the  llate  of  ideas  in  our  mind  yef* 
ay,  nor  icarce  bcHevc  our  apprehcnfions 
were  ever  different  from  what  they  are  now, 
much  lefs  can  we  form  a  tolcrabk  rcprefcn cation 

(ibofe  in  another  pcrfon.  But  the  harder  the 
,  the  more  diligently  ought  we  to  apply  our 
Icavours  towards  making  fomc  proficiency  in 
t3  being  a  very  valuable  acquifition  which 
Will  prove  beneficial  to  us  in  many  refpedls 
nor  only  for  ics  own  immediate  ufes,  but  for 
the  furtherance  it  will  give  to  other  improve^ 
meotJi. 

4.  For  it  will  help  to  baniOi  animofity,  ran- 
cour, envy,  cenforicuro^fs,  deccAation  and  con- 
icmpt  from  our  hcartSi  for  we  like  to  have 
none  of  thofe  fentiments  enter  rained  againft 
elves,  and  may  learn  to  forgive  our  brother 
fcveuty  times  feven,  by  rcfledling  upon 
indulgence  we  dcfire  for  our  own  mifcar- 

In  cafes  of  feverityi  oppoGuon  and  difplea^ 
i^re,  if  will  hold  our  regards  fiiced  tipon  the 
brflit/t  never  fuflfering  us  to  exceed  the  length 
Imcn  to  by  th«,  nor  to  do  any  thing  we  muft 
cknow ledge  reafonable  to  be  done  to  us 
n  the  like  occafion :  and  the  confcioufnefs 
ving  accuftomed  ourfelves  to  proceed  in 
manner  will  render  our  contentions  com- 
ic with  cljjarity^  and  remove  any  fcraple$ 
e  cxcrcife  of  them.  It  will  bring  us  fa- 
acquainted  with  the  infirmicics  of  bu* 
H  3  ^^^ 


man  hatUTe»  the  frequency  of  mUapptdwnfiiilii  ' 
and  partial  views,  and  how  apt  tm  coi;fMlMi 
paflions  incident  to  all  men  are  to  drtve^dNOft 
into  unwarrantable  proceedings}  thereby  tdKh? 
ing  us  to  (land  upon  our  guard  cy«n  mlkf^ 
friends,  yet  without  abating  our  friendfli^, .if 
likewife  to  defend  ourfelves  i^ainft  injoiiiat 
treatment  from  others,  looking  opoD  it  at  mt 
unlucky  accident  without  doubling  the  pntfiut 
by  the  vexation  arifing  from  an  opinion  of  tfaar 
malignancy.  ?.     ' 

It  will  put  a  check  upon  our  defire  of  doiU^ 
ing,  reprefenting  it  as  an  attempt  to  bring  ^jut 
mortification  upon  others,  we  conftantly  £cA 
on  being  excelled.     It  will  teach  us  to  bop 
troubles   and  difappointments    by  confideriqi 
them  as  the  common  lot  of  human  life,  han 
which  we  have  no  better  title  to  czempdw  : 
than  any  body  elfe.     It  will  keep  our  dsfiiW 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  innooeM^j 
thereby  doubling  the  fatisfadion  taken  io  gfHt)- 
fying  them,  with  the  confcioufhefs  of  havilgi 
been  careful  to  admit  fuch  only  as  were  iojm* 
ous  to  nobody.    It  will  enable  us  to  paidci^. 
pate  in  the  pleafures  of  others,  make  as  fjjfjUt 
on  feeing,  and  therefore  quick  in  finding..«|l^ 
their  comforts,  engagements,  reliflics  aodjean 
joyments,      accuftomed    to   ccmtenoplate  ifal 
brighteil  parts  of  every  profped^  and  evca«|9 
pableof  receiving  alleviation  from  the  tbou^ 
of  joys  fiowing^elfewhere,  at  ieafou  whco.t|% 

1»^ 
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hare  none  of  our  own.  This  may  prove  the 
moft  efficacious  pIU  to  purge  melancholy,  the 
beft  mufic  to  fiience  the  common  lamentations 
of  a  wicked  and  wretched  world,  difcovering 
daily  new  fources  of  folacement  we  had  not 
difcerned  before,  and  which  the  felfi(h  and 
Darrow- fouled  never  can  difcern,  difplaying  the 
ttnfparing  bounties  of  Providence,  giving  us  a 
better  opinion  of  our  exigence,  and  gradually 
introduciog  ferenity,  content,  and  chearfulne& 
of  mind. 

Nor  does  any  thing  fo  much  alTift  to  enlarge 
oar  underftanding  or  improve  our  judgement ; 
for  it  is  the  confining  our  ideas,  the  glare  of  a 
few  objedis  poflefling  the  imagination  forcibly 
that  mifleads  us  into  errors,  fo  that  we  have 
Qot  freedom  for  our  thoughts,  but  our  very 
reafonings  proceed  by  mechanical  impulfe: 
whereas  if  we  could  preferve  an  impartiality  tq 
every  fuggefiion  occurring,  all  would  go  on 
calmly  and  fairly,  each  confideration  have  i($ 
due  weight,  and  the  decifion  muft  be  our  own^ 
as  being  truly  the  child  of  underftanding. 

For  there  is  a  conformity  in  our  manner  of 
judging  upon-  all  occafions,  the  fame  fobriety  or 
i^ABnipfir^nce  that  prevails  in  one,  will  be  like« 
If  le  prevail  in  all  the  reft :  therefore,  as  I  faid 
Vfi^c»  a  man  muft  learn  equitablenefs  to  him- 
illfi  before  be  can  be  qualified  to  deal  equic- 
ailWy  with  his  neighbour;  but  every  exercife  06 
fcbricty  in  cither  branch  will   encourage   the 

H  4  growth 
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growth  of  it  in  the  other,  and  befidtt  will  ftfp 
ply  new  lights  to  our  underllanding.  By  mx^ 
ing  ourfelves  to  enter  exadtly  and  fairlj  ioM 
the  conceptions  of  other  perfons,  we  Diay  dtf- 
cover  fomething  for  oar  own  advantage:  Ac 
no  man  knowingly  embraces  erroTi  bat  is  al* 
ways  led  into  it  by  fome  fpecious  appearaoeeof 
tmth)  which  if  you  can  find  out,  yoo  itity 
chance  to  make  a  t)etter  ofe  of  it  than  he  do^ 
or  what  is  more,  may  chaqce  to  (how  him  ia 
what  particular  circumftance  it  is  fallacioitt}  it 
leaft  by  pofTefling  all  his  ideas  you  may  make 
your  own  clear  to  him  much  better  th^i  in  the 
common  way  of  playing  at  crofs  purpoft^ 
where  each  party  has  a  quite  different  ifenle  of 
the  fubjedts  and  arguments  bandied  betweea 
them. 

It  is  the  practice  of  tracing  the  iburces  of 
mens  ideas  that  brings  us  acquainted  with  ho* 
man  nature,  overthrows  the  vulgar  notion  of 
each  man  having  a  particular  nature  of  his  owfli 
but  (hows  that  human  nature  is  the  £ime  inld^ 
e(labli(hes  our  intrin(ic  equality,  a(cribing  tbl 
difference  of  character  to  the  difference  of  bodli 
ly  temperament,  or  action  of  external  caufak  - 

By  fifing  ourfelves  to  take  concern  in  the  it» 
terefls  of  all  we  fee,  we  (hall  eafily  learn  tocdi 
the  like  in  thofe  of  Beings  unfeen,  the  oftMl 
which  fentiment  have  been  difplayed  in  feniM 
Chapters :  and  (ince  we  commonly  frame  drir 
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of  God  by  aid  of  archetypes  found  within 
felvesj  our  equitablenefs  and  the  charity  con^ 
ibntly  accompaQytng  it»  will  give  us  a  clearert 

r  apprchenfion  of  the  divine  Equity  and 

dncls,  from  whence  follows  the  mutual 
conncdion  of  intcrefts  between  all  pcrcepiivc 
mmibers  of  the  Univerie  ^  that  folid  bafis  upon 
^pcb  I  have  attempted  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work  to  try  how  all  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  Rcligiotii  morality^  and  common  prudeno^ 
)a  fcvcral  ftorics  fupported  by  one  another,  may 

aiionally  credted. 
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Indolence. 


MONG  all  the  indulgencies  abounding 
throughout  the  world,  there  is  none  fo 
ieral  as  that  of  Indolence,  for  many  men  live 
[  with  very  few  pleafurcs,  not  from  a  fcruplc  of 
jfcience  but    becaufe  there  would   be  too 
:h  trouble  in  the  purfuit  1  but  they  are  no 
liners  by  the  bargain,  for  it  is  better  to  be 
in  contrivances  for  plcafure  than  doing  no* 
Tg  at  alh    And  indeed  this  indulgence  lies  at 
boitom  as  a  principal  ingredient  of  aU  the 

reft: 
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reft :  fot  wbtc  is  it  makes  mco  ltd  fo  ttauAf  bf 
every  prefent  impiilfe,  but  becaole  tbere  fei 
trouble  in  refifting  it?  what  keeps  them  il 
ilavery  under  an  undelightii^  habit,  but  fai^ 
cauib  ic  would  coft  them  paina  to  break  kf 
what  occafibna  them  to  faint  in  oaidway  of  afr 
taining  a  noble  virtue  or  ufeful  accompKfliP 
ment,  but  becaufe  the  perieverance  growi  teik 
iomtl  For  as  the  poet  faid,  inoeflant  Idtrnv 
overoxnes  all  things,  fo  whenever  we  arc  ovep* 
^me,  it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  fuffident  api 
plication,  becaufe  if  the  thing  attempted,  mk 
really  above  our  forces,  the  failure  is  not  a  dfr^ 
fed,  nor  leaves  us  in  a  worie  condition  to  cope 
with  another  ad verfary. 

In  this  application  the  life  of  the  foul  pro- 
perly   confifl^s,    for  the   cleared    dtfcernmedt  * 
wherein  the  mind  is  always  barely  paflive^  ' 
ihows  ohly  the  vividnefs  and  good  colour  of 
our  ideas ;  it  is  by  executing  the  refolves  of  our 
judgement  whether  in  meditation  or  bodily  ex* 
ertibn,     that  our  afiiviiy  and    vigpt  >PP^* 
While  driven  by  impolfe   of  Appetites   hok 
ftremiotts  foever  our  e^tertiQnfW   the  ii«fihM| 
uppelling  us  is  the  agBntt-and  wa  notfttfii 
Biore  dian  inftrmnehts  employed  hereby  |- 111?: 
whatever  we .40  jp  dxecutiiig  the  jadg< 
9itr  un(}erftandtng,  i;  entirely  eur  pwo  a^ 
the  machinecin  turii  becemea.thp  io(|ri 
Therefpff)   by   exercifes  of  tbits    flcqlij^iMI 
ftrengthen;  thQip9Wm^iof  fiUf  pvmiddM«f^3||^ 

tioni 


givingj  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  a  tone  to  its 

ifcles;  by  comrouling  of  appetite  w?  detach 
it  %  liuk  from  the  mechaoical  fpiingSy  gain  it, 
fomcihing  more  freedom  to  play,  and  prepare 
if  to  a£i  aloae  when  fcparated  from  the  grofs, 
cof  poreaj  frame,  upon  our  diffolution. 

Whether  this  be  admitted  or  no  as  t  phyfi* 
calc  ire  of  the  manner  wherein  we  are 

jtfoficed  by  exercifcs  of  virtue,  there  is  nobody 
m\\\  doubt  that  a  Heady  application  to  the  rule 
of  jodgemcnt  or  reftitude  tends  to  meliorate 
and  perfect  our  better  part,  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  fee  wherein  this  application  confifts :  it  is 
commonly  fuppofcd  by  thofc  who  feem  its 
grcattft  admirers  to  be  fomething  violent  and 
rious,  by  which  notion  they  exhaufl:  them- 

ires  often  to  very  little  purpofe,  and  deter 
Sthers  from  ufing  any  endeavours  at  allj  but  in 
my  bumble  apprehenfion  more  is  to  be  cxped- 
Gd  from  its  continuity,  than  its  (Irength.  For 
appetite  as  juft  now  obferyed  frequently  impels 
to  very  flrenuous  exertion,  but  there  are  religi- 
ous, philofophic  and  moral  appetites  as  well  as 
natural  and  worldly,  which  without  great  cau- 
tion, cannot  be  diftinguiflied  from  the  refolu- 
bons  of  judgement:  therefore  if  a  man  could 
obfcrvc  continually  the  dircftions  of  bis  under- 

mdlng.     that   wpuld  inform  him   when   io 
Ur  himfelf  with  all  hi§  mighty  and  when  to 


:ed  with  a  gentle  hand. 
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For  there  are  many  things  which  are  beft 
done  when  done  with  eafe,  and  where  violenoi^ 
eagemefs  and  follicitode  fpoii  the  perforaianoe: 
this  is  true  in  familiar  converfation,  in  tbft 
common  forms  of  behaviour,  and  moil  of  our 
focial  intercourfes,  where  earneftnefs  and  anxielp 
are  as  faulty  as  a  total  inattention  :  even  in  bofi- 
nefs  and  iludy,  though  there  muft  be  a  laboor 
of  thought  proportionable  to  the  work,  yot. 
there  is  a  virtue  in  taking  care  it  do  not  exceed 
that  proportion,  for  by  holding  the  eye  tm 
clofe  to  an  object  we  (hall  difcern  it  as  impeiv*] 
fedly  as  upon  only  cafting  a  carelefs  glance,  -b 
general  all  arts  and  fciences  are  laborious  at 
iirft,  but  their  perfedion  lies  in  being  able  la. 
manage  them  with  eafe. 

Tranquillity  and  eafe  of  mind  is  the  fble  aior 
that  patience  drives  at,  and  there  is  a  virtoe  io 
keeping  onefelf  unconcerned  at  abuie  or  flalida)i. 
unattentive  to  noife  and  impertinencei  unrnfflfll 
by  difappointment,  unhurried  in  dangers  or  # 
luring  purfuits,  and  even  in  a  (ick  man  comp>^ 
ing  himfelf  to  fleep  amidft  his  pains,  when  tltf 
it  is  expedient  for  his  health ;  which  he  HJIt, 
be  better  able  to  do  for  having  ufed  to  foBngfl 
the  guidance  of  his  judgement,  than  ani 
who  had  always  given  way  to  his  indoleoc^: 

Religion  itfelfj  our  n>oft  important 
does  not  demand  a  continual  ftretch  of  the 
and  is  by  that  error  too  frequently  corrup**^ 
into  righteoufnefs  oyermuch:    byt  it  is  Mb  | 
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ihtis  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  faflfers  via- 

ilcnce  and  the  violent  take  ic  by  force;  for  the 

incenfe  of  ihankfgiving  calls  up  the  fweeteft 

lodoor  when  ftreaming  fponcaoeoufly  from  the 

leart,  interccfliori  is  beft  when  moft  willingly 

nude,  confcffion  flows  fincercr  from  a  caloi 

impartial  cxami nation  into  the   ftate  of  our 

nund^  than  a  laboured  aggravation  of  the  worft 

Jeatures  there  i  petition  preferred  in  vehemence 

and  anxiety  cannot  well  confift  with  that  re0g^ 

mtion  which  is  neceflary  to  render  it  accept- 

aWcj  and  upon  the  whole,  if  our  devotion  be 

fwcrftraincd  it  beromes  unfuitablc  for  praftice, 

iocapable  of  joining  in  one  fyftem  with  the 

conunon  rules  of  behaviour,  fo  as  by  mingling 

h  inflQence  among  them  to  fanAify  the  general 

ttior  of  our  lives, 

2*  Men  who  have  a  notion  of  being  induftri* 
3tis,  often  think  themfelves  under  an  obligation 
}f  doing  great  things  thereby,  but  this  is  not 
he  true  induftry  fpringing  from  a  fteady  appU* 
ration  to  the  refolves  of  judgement,  ic  is  tha 
mpulfc  of  fome  pafilon,  generally  of  fear  in 
rdigious  matters,  and  of  greedinefs  or  vanity  in 
I  worldly  concerns,    all  driving  impctuoufly  at 

le  fancied  purpofe,  without  taking  check  or 

Ipidancc  from  the  reins  of  reafon.     For  where 

flkt  can  be  Iieard,  it  will  fuggeft  that  the  firft 

[  tonCdafatlon  to  be  taken  on  engaging  in  a  pur« 

nt  is  its  praflicability  and  fuitablenefs  to  our 

Icuation;  we  are  not  to  choofe  our  workj  bat 

ta 
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to  do  tliat  which  is  fet  ss,  fsr  we  are  km 
«mpte)yed,  each  at  hi*  Anddn,  to  cairf  a 
paft  Ml  ^e'  great  iAiCtm  of  Pibvideiiib^. 
fboft  fitifc  take  opoa  us  to.candite  one  nodi 
VailoB  bccaliie  they  ow  more  sinportaiit.6r  m 
laboriduf,  we  ve  to  <ibfa;*e  XNir  oaft  nA 
tibeyit. :  .,       :  : 

Therefore  let  us  fittt^^  forbtei'.'Oiiip  < 
iportonities,  and  the  deniandB^  JHiiiiftpf' 1H 
in  our  coinpafi  to  anfwer :  for  ^ bjr  dbfCf^ 
cular  turn  of  mincl,  oureducatioB  or  ebimil 
«flife,  we 'have  a'  chuice'of  beoomlaghiftj 
^ive  or  eiteifiplary,  then  Are  we-cdloS^O-ll 
4hidy,  -tt  alAdaiiy  ia  religioat  acefcifi|f>' 
niore  than  ordinary  tiireumipc&ion  and  ilj 
ciefe  cf  condiod,  ais^the  cafe  Ihdl  leqttbw:  ll 
our  talents,  our  family  or  large  conneflkaj^ 
«inB  fpnlifirH  for  public '  ierviees»  thto'^diM 
called  to  work  fiutl^idly  and  .ftreniioo%aii|l 
Service  of  the  pnUic:  or-  if  eng^ed  ia^ 
tdilfome  profeffioo,  or  it  happens  &t=ftaril| 
nefioial  work  offi»  occafio^alty  wtfioli  (Wl 
be  acfaieve4'-^idiout  ftrong 
powers:-  ia  all  thefe  cafes  kt  os-ntt 
of  our  pains,  norgnidgeour.hboar,' 
moft  we  can  do  is  wdl  beftwuqJ' 
turn  to  good  advantage.  -      - 

But  if  our  powers  are  fizuiQ^ 
unfavourable,  or  the  occufion 
that  may  be  better  aocomj 
))licatioo«  tbn  to  fpend 
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or  necdkffs  attempts  of  doing  feme  thing  cxtra- 
Ofdltmry  would  be  ft  wafte  of  flrength  and  an 
ift^mpcfance :  induftry  then  becomes  vigilance 
MICDCfi^  to  acquit  ourfelvee  of  the  lictlc  mat- 
ters before  us  with  difcretion  and  propriety  k 
for  lo  take  as  much  pains  in  deiiberating  What 
tour  wc  rtiall  mark  out  for  an  evening  walk  as 
if  we  were  purchafing  an  eftatei  is  an  abufe  of 
choughti  in  fuch  matters  it  is  much  better  co 
follow  conftamly  what  dircdlion  our  judgement 
Iball  givre  us  by  intuition  upon  a  iranficnt 
glance* 

Boc  when  we  Tee  men  beftir  themfelves  vio- 
fcntly  and  eagerly,  it  proceeds  as  often  from  in- 
flolencc  as  from  induftry:  they  while  away 
their  time  in  trifles  through  an  onwillingnefs 
10  fee  to  the  work,  and  then  are  drove  hard  to 
difpatch  in  a  few  minutes  what  might  have 
been  done  eafily  in  an  hour;  or  they  do  not 
care  for  ihe  trouble  of  digefting  their  Ichemes, 
bttt  being  fparing  of  their  pains  and  afraid  of 
kftdwing  more  than  neceflary»  ihey  go  about 
iie  bufinefs  in  a  flovenly  manner  which  proves 
feefiof^tual,  and  fo  they  arc  forced  to  do  it  over 
a^n,  whence  the  common  obfcrvation  that 
Itoy  folks  take  moft  pains ;  or  they  want  to 
have  the  talk  over,  and  ib  make  extraordinary 
efforts  that  they  may  conK  to  the  fcafon  of  re- 
pofe  the  fooner. 

*^i:t  genuine  induftry  never  wilhes  to  be  idle, 
ajiuiug  a  fatisfaftion  hi  the  employment  as  well 
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as  in  the  completion;  therefore  is  ever  atten- 
tive to  what  is  fealible^  and  beft  fitdng  the  pro- 
lent  oocafion,  proceeds  in  it  calmly,  and  noket 
effedual  difpacch  in  every  part  of  the  pro«. 
^grefs. 

3»  Let  us  confider  that  we  have  hot  a  oec^ 
tain  allowance  of  forces  given  us,  yet  capable 
of  fome  increafe  by  good  management,  there- 
fore it  is  onr  bofineis  .to  improve,  to  hufband, 
and  lay  them  oat  to  the  beft  advanta^  In- 
temperance in  deep,  in  eating,  and  in  fiafhion- 
able  diverfions  wofuUy  wafte  the  tim^  ener- 
vate the  ftrength,  and  create  an  averfioo  to  in- 
duftry,  which  makes  it  well  worth  our  while 
to  ftudy  what  are  the  limits  of  moderation 
according  to  our  conftitotion,  and  circumftan- 
ces  of  iltuation,  and  to  know  pcediely  where 
intemperance  begins. 

Nor  will  it  be  a  iinall  benefit  to  cultivate  a 
liking  for  whatever  may  be  called  bufinefs,  and 
endeavour  as  much  as  poflible  to  keq>  our  {^ 
rits  always  alert,  ready  to  perform  any  iervioe 
that  reafon  ihall  put  them  upon,  bccaufe  by 
fhefe  practices  we  fhall  both  inaeafe  our  fococS 
and  continually  gain  expertnefs  to  do  moie 
with  the  fame  quantity,  than  was  poflible  be- 
fore learning  the  art ;  for  an  habitual  adivitf 
makes  no  wafte,  is  rarely  bewildered*  and  ex* 
tricates  itfelf  prefently  in  difficulties.    ; 

But  fince  with  the  beft  improvement  mir 
powers  will  ftili  remain  confined  within  %  ttar- 

rower 
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rower  ccftnpaft  than  there  is  work  for  them  to  do, 
it  behbves  ns  to  be  the  better  economics,  taking 
care  that  we  do  not  throw  them  away  upon 
trivial  objedtsi  nor  fatigue  them  by  flronger  e£- 
fons  than  the  bufinefs  in  hand  requires,  nor 
fpeod  them  in  hurry  and  trepidation,  nor  ex- 
bauft  thoQ  by  attempts  of  more  than  they  can 
perform,  but  allow  them  fuch  refpite  and  re« 
lantion  as  are  proper  for  their  recruit. 

And  that  we  may  employ  our  dock  to  better 
profit,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  examine  the  ieve- 
ral  uies  we  have  to  ferve  by  it,  diftinguiOiing 
them  by  their  feveral  degrees  of  greater  and 
lefs,  learning  to  difcern  the  exigencies  of  each 
panicular  occafion,  that  we  may  never  (land 
idle,  but  always  find  fomething  to  do  moft 
proper  for  the  feafon,  as  knowing  when  to  ufe 
labour  of  thought  or  labour  of  hand,  when  to 
deliberate  or  to  ad,  when  to  follow  bufinefs  or 
diverfion,  when  to  put  our  ^cultie^  upon  the 
flcetch  and  when  to  unbend. 

The  knowledge  of  all  thefe  particulars  will 
perhaps  be  thought  difficult  to  attain,  and  well 
it  may,  being  indeed  fo  difficult  as  to  render  it 
impoffible  to  be  compafied  compleatly ;  but  we 
■ay  daily  (make  fome  proficiency,  and  what 
liiv^we  ehe  to  do  in  this  (late  of  imperfedtion 
uddarknefs,  than  be  continually  learning?  for 
herein  we  manifeft  and  exercife  our  diligence, 
one  principal  objeA  of  it  being  to  improve  our 
Jidgprntnt,  and  the  other  to  pradtife  what  we 
t      ^  I  know. 
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know.  For  in  this  refpedk  we  rouft  dwgj 
learners,  changing- our  ooeafures  from  tiai 
time  as  our  flcill  encrcafcs,  and  impitDfii 
the  arc  as  well  as  the  icience  of  lilix         .^^ 

The  firft  advances  in  Religion,  are 
Acquiring  a  feriourMft  of  temper  and 
of  the  mind  from  all  objeds  of  feofb^  tidlii 
this  is  become  habitual  our  cares  muft  bcoi 
other  way  to  prevent  its  growing  into  a  "ffil 
impeding  us  in  the  common  offices  of  lifiiif 
to  gain  that  cafe  heretofore  fpokenofy  fay  wj 
we  may  pafs  readily  from  devout  ta.-  was 
employment  without  mingling,  an  oareafofl 
tinAure  of  one  with  the  other.  The  poin 
be  aimed  at  with  the  giddy  and  thmi^Mi 
to  bring  then>  to  dofe  atcention  and  ftitadii 
to  bear  labour  of  brain  and  to  puriuc  their  | 
in  trains  without  breaking  the  thread} I 
when  this  has  been  pra^lifcd^  the  trains  m 
times  wiir  continue-  to  nm  longer  than  c 
fliouldy  intruding  to  the  iDtemiptiao  of  oi 
employments,  and  defeat  the  purpofe 
creation,  which  is  to  relieve  ibe  orgai 
thought  by  bringing  ihofe  of  fenliitioik 
into  play. 

Now  this  relaxation  of  ioriQU&iors 
attention,  whenever  cxpedknCi  roqiiirei 
command  of  reafon  as  brin^i^  the 
it,  or  keeping  her  lo  pelfeveiMhcrflia^ 
dit'cipline  of  our  ^coliiea 
the  ready  diJapptanmoM 
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know.  For  in  this  refpedk  we  muft  ^ways  be 
learners,  changingour  meafures  from  time  to 
time  as  our  ikill  encrcaicBy  and  improving  ia 
the  art  as  well  as  the  fcience  of  lilix 

The  firft  advances  ia  Religion.  ar&  node-  by 
Acquiring  a  feriourMft  of  temper  and  avooatiop 
of  the  mind  from  all  objeds  of  fenfb^  biii  when 
this  is  become  habitual  our  carai  muft  bend  the 
other  way  to  prevent  ita  growing  4nto  a  (tiffiieA 
impeding  us  in  the  common  offices  of  lifep  and 
to  gain  that  eafo  heretofore  fpokenof)  by  which 
we  may  pafs  readily  from  devout  to,  worldly 
employment  witlK)ut  mingling,  an  onreafonahte 
tin^ure  of  one  with  the  other.  The  point  to 
be  aimed  at  with  the  giddy  and  thougfatlefs  i| 
to  bring  then>  to  dofe  attention  and;  ftfeadiQela, 
to  bear  labour  of  brain  and  to  purfue  their  i^eaf 
in  trains  without  breaking  th^-  thread }  but 
when  this  has  been  pra6lifed|  the  trains  ibme« 
times  wiir  continue  to  raQ  longer  than  tbef 
ihouldy  intruding  to  the  interruptioo  of  othc* 
employments,  and  defeat  the  purpofe  of  re- 
creation, which  is  to  relieve  the  organs  .of 
thought  by  bringing  thofc  of  lenfatioB  and  £wcgr 
into  play. 

Now  this  relaxation  of  (erioufiiofsand  clolb 
attention,  whenever  expedient,  requires  as  much 
command  of  reafon  as  bringing  the  mind  inta' 
it,  or  keeping  her  to  pcFfevepethereini  for  tha 
difcipline.  of  our  faculties  appears,  eqaaliy  io 
the  ready  di&pp$aranoeof  idasupoqdtfmifilGit 

given, 
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wtDted,  and  to  employ  fuch  from  time  to  time 
»are  mod  fuitable  io  the  prefent  occnfinh.  Bift 
ttnong  all  the  appetites  perhi^s  the  moft  fcr^ 
viceable  to  fortify  refolution  is  that  oi  fcohoar 
whether  fpriRging  from  the  gocKl  ^opimon  of 
other  perfons  or  from  felf- approbation,  together 
with  its  neceifary  concomitant,  the'  ablloTftnce 
of  turpitude :  for  this  has  been  known  to  carry 
men  through  toiU  and  difficulties,  and  dangers 
and  felf-denials  and  pains,  to  keep  up  their  ac» 
fmty  tliroughout  life  j  it  is  the  prime  mover  in 
the  ftateiiBan  and  the  foldier,  the  cncouragcriof 
iearoing,  the  protestor  of  piety,  the  fvlice  of 
faufinefsy  the  diredtor  of  politenefsp  and  proves 
in  moft  men  feme  check  upon  the  grccdineft 
of  gain.     Yet  it  not  onfreqiicrtiy  prjintsupon 
wrong  objcds,  and  in  fome  delicate  pcrions  irn 
ftead  of  rouzing  becomes  the  avowed  patrurj  of 
indolence ;  for  they  dtem  it  uribccomin;;  a  gen- 
tleman to  do  any  thin?,  to  t^ke  any  trouble  '/r 
forbear  any  induJgc-.cc  cf  f*r;cv,  ihro^jrfc  rTiri.t 
afiedatkn  they  ciiii'm  to  ikr.t  c-re  of   tf.<;ir 
eftate,  or  their  UmAj,  or  ;o  put  or  'i-ci:  rjw:i 
cknths. 

When  T  r^KT  ^^yh  f.-*>.-  r*e'w  I  a'D  f^r^d 
to  mske  ^toV-cVt*  for  %ht  ifi  T:'i  ''v*^*:*  *n  rt.y 
Chgprer*  prrtt-.: -^  .-  ;i  o.  \  i-jr  *.-:  ^>^::.r:^  *-v 
gratify  ^n  coc  l ^■■rrr-^r:'^ :  I  <-,r't  :.v  V/:  ':*e 
wcT-f  c '».*'*  "ii'i'-  '. '  :',"it  -.-•-*  >j»j'.c  "/ 
Re!:?'**:*',  cr  :ri''-k.  -^  -y  r-iTv:.,  :vr  *?xiit  '»  •/• 
ccilj  for  Far-i*:*  '.:.  '^  ••'    v  liV  asit  }.«uO  iMF  ll# 
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by  obfervatiofi  of  the  mifchievous  errors  th 
make.  We  are  not  indeed  to  cmpby  appet 
in  this  lad' fervice,  only- to  (land  upon  the  wat 
for  what  benefit  niay  be  reaped  from  ics.jfpc 
ianeous  excucfions ;  for  it  would  be  abfonl 
^un  ourfelves  purpoTely  into  nufchiefs  thac  ' 
jxiight  gee  experience  to  avoid  them  anotl 
jtime,  this,  would  be  doing  evil  that  good  n 
come  of  it ;  but  we  may  make  good  ufe  of  i 
|)etice  to  quicken  our  induftry  and  affift  our 
folutionin  executing  thofe  purpofes  which  jud( 
ment  has  marked  out,  to  overcome  our  aver 
nefs  to  trouble,  our  fears,  vexations,  pains, 
pncafinefTes,  and  to  quell  the  turbulence  of  otl 
rebellious  appetites. 

Therefore  parents  ftrive  to  cultivate  an  att( 
tlon  to  the  main  chance  in  their  children,  < 
playing  before  them  the  conveniences  and  pi 
fures  of  eafy  circumftances  in  order  to  g 
them  an  appetite  to  their  profeffion ;  nor  % 
a  man  proceed  well  in  any  work,  until  he  hi 
a  liking  to  the  work  itfelf,  exclufive  of  furci 
advantages  confequential  thereupon,  though 
neratrd  from  them ;  and  many  times  a  p 
or  affliction  may  be  (lifled  by  fome  flrong  < 
fire,  engaging  the  thoughts  upon  other  objcds 

Since  then  appetites  are  both  fo  beneficial  \ 
fo  mifchievous,  and  give  an  energy  to  the  fpri 
of  adion  working  either  way,  it  behoves  ui 
encourage  fuch  of  them  as  are  falutary,  that 
may  have   the  benefit  of  their  fervice  wi 

wan 
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wanted,  and  to  employ  fiich  frorh  tinwf' to  Hme 
as  arc  moft  fortablc  to  the  prefcnt  occafion.   Bi>t 
tmong  all  the  appetites  perhaps  the  moft  fcr, 
iccable  10  fortify  refolution  is  that  of  \ 
whether  fpr'mging  from   the  goftd  pinion  of 
other  pcffonsGr  from  fclf-approbiiion,  together 
With  its  neceflary  concomitant,  the  abhoTr'ence 
of  turpitilde  :  for  this  has  been  known  to  carry 
men  through  toilfe  and  difficulties,  and  dangers 
and  felf-denials  and  pain§^,  to  keep  up  their  ac- 
tivity tl  '    at  life  ;  it  is  the  prime  mover  in 
\V-  '^^    .M^i^ii  :aid  the  foldier,  the  encouragcrof 
1.         ^,  die  protcftor  of  pietVi  the  fglace  of 
bufinefs,  the  director  of  poHtcnefs,  land  proves 
in  moft  men  feme  check  tipcni  rhegrcedincfs 
of  gain*     Yet  it  not  unfrequcntiy  pointsupon 
wrong  objeft^  and  in  fome  delicate  perfons  in-i 
ftead  of  routing  becomes  the  avowed  patron  of 
indolence  ;  for  they  deem  it  unbecoming  a  gen- 
tleman to  do  any  thing,  to  tiike  any  trouble  or 
fotbcar  any  indulgence  of  flincy^  through  raecr 
a^                 they   difdain  to  take  care  of  ll-cir 
ctiate,  or  liicir  fiimily,  or  to  put  on  their  own 
cloaths.   > 

When  I  meet  wtthTuch  people  I  am  forced 
to  m^kc  apologies  for  the  pains  taken  in  tny 
Chapters  pretending  it  is  only  for  amufement  to 
gratify  an  odd  humour,  1  durft  not  for  the 
world  own  a  thought  of  fome  little  fervicc  to 
p*i;>:,.n^  or  morality,  or  rcafon,  for  that  i5  fit 
o  I'arfoufi  to  mind  who  are  paid  fur  it» 

1  %  BuL 


134  InJkhneu  Chap^c^ 

.^t  k  hoppcM  to  be  my  humour  to  £uiGy  llie 
^y  differeocc  between  a-man  of  profeffioo  ai4 
.ft  gentleoian^  is  ibat  one  has  his  lioe  of  bofioeft 
allotted  bin)»  tjie  other  has  his  employmenc  lo 
jCbopilb«:1tfid  <hac  he  ought  to  look  «poD  aa 
-cafy  Ibrtune  as  a  falary  given  by  Provident^  for 
/osh  iervices^  fis  he  (hall  jud^  in  his  diftietion 
abe  |>eft  he  can  perforai:  for  the  man  that  doos 
«bfolutely  nothings  is  the  moft  infignificao^ 
.creature  upon  the  Ijice  of  the  globe. 
'    Some  indulgence  is  neceflary  to  appetites  not 
rifiog  at  our  own  call ;  for  we  cannot  live  .wit&^ 
out  fleep,  but  in  compofing  ourfelves  thereto 
the  mihd  has  nothing  elfe  to  do  than  furoeaib 
iierafiivky,  leaving  the  machine  to  proceed  its 
own  way :  we  cannot  live  without  eating,  tbi 
quantity  whereof  is  better  afcerrained  by  appe^ 
tite^n  by  weights  or  meafures,  or  any  role  of 
Judgement,  whofe  office  is  only  to  watch  ,tbat 
a  vitiated  appetite  does  not  prolong  a  paving; 
after  the  natural  is  fatisfied :  and  in  many  otbv 
cafes  indulgence  is  not  only  allowable  and  inao* 
cent,  but  expedient,  nay  it  is  always  e^cpedi^s 
whenever  innocent  and  allowable.     Fqr  pipih 
ibre  rightly  underAopd  is  the  proper  cad  of 
a£tioa,  and  good  becomes  fo  only  becaufe  p^ 
dudive  of  pleafure ;  but  fcarce  any  thing  caa 
be  a  recreation,  diverfion  or .  pleafure  without 
ibme  indulgence. 

We  may  confider  Ukewife  that  the  power  6E 
reafon  being  feeble,  it  would  be  impra£li(ablft 

to 
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to  keep  all  our  dcfires  in  cxad  order,  therefore 
had  better  let  the  lead  inconvenleDC  rometioies 
take   iheir  coorfe,   tbac  we  may  rcfcrve  our 
ftrengfh  to   cope  with  the  more  formidable. 
And  perhaps  it  may  be  for  the  health  of  our 
fpiritual  body  that  it  receive  impulfc  from  the 
groft  machine,  for  while  lying  therein  like  a 
feed  in  the  green  haflc  it  may  derive  neurit 
mcnt  therefrom,  and  firmnefs  of  fibres  from  its 
aAion :  -fo  that  we  muft  not  attempt  to  tear 
tbcm  violently  afunder,  but  warch  all  oppor- 
ttinities  of  detach ing  one  from  the  other  gra- 
dually,  as  faft  as  fhall  be  fortind  praiflicable,  left 
fomc  concretions  from  the  drying  hufk  (bould 
Wo/sk  into  the  inner  part  which  might  provfe 
*tHTCii:cly  troublefome  and  tormenting  to  \3S 
when  rifing  to  another  life. 

Therefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  take 
aH  po^Tible  care,  that  none  of  our  appetites, 
neither  thofe  of  nature,  nor  cuftom,  nor  of  out 
own  cncooraging,  get  the  maftery  orer  us,  lb 
1$  to  hurry  u%  on  againft  our  Will,  nor  tlut  any 
indulgence  be  given  without  confent  and  ap*- 
prohatioo  of  the  judgement :  for  herein  con* 
fiftft  ^MJ^  real  liberty,  add  to  effeft  this  it  the 
proper  ohjed  of  true  induftry  and  application. 
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CHAP.     XXIX. 

fminefifor  Pkqfures. 

THIS  fondnefs  is  the  moft  deluiive  of  any 
that  beguile  the  human  heart,  becaii^ 
fixing  always  upon  intenfe  delights .  which 
vulgarly  engrofs  the  name  of  pleafurp,  h\X  are 
the  leaft  durable  Qt  valuable;  and;  (he  moft 
pernicious  becaufe  raifing  the  moft  i(Bpetuoii|s 
defires,  bardeft  to  be  controuled  by  reafon,  nor 
will  even  fuffer  it  to  work.  I  have  faid  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  lad  Chapter^  that  pleafure  ^ 
the  proper  end  of  adion,  and  fo  it  undoubtedly 
\%  if  underflood  of  whatever  engages  the  nund, 
or  throws  ic  into  a  Hate  of  eafe  and  comply 
cence ;  for  happinefs  is  nothing  elfe  than  the 
aggregate  of  pleafures,  but  then  it  lies  in  thp 
aggregate,  not  in  the  violence  of  any  ficigle 
one.  ,    ' 

Therefore  men  deceive  themfelves  egregioii4y 
In  the  point  of  happinefs,  by  their  miftalbeii 
notion  of  pleafure;  for  efteeiping  nothing  fucfa, 
that  does  not  elevate  and  tranfport,  they  over* 
look  tbofe  gently  foothing  engagements,  which 
flowing  in  continued  dreams,  fill  the  fpacei 
that  would  otherwifc  be  occupied  by  uneafidefs, 

and 
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Md  cuJce  vp  the  dt  greater  part  of  Iho  aggre« 
gate.  The  bgy  thinks  he  (hall  be  i'lipreiuclf 
happy  when  he  can  be  delivered  from  (he  dif- 
.dplinpiof  ajchgoj,  the  labourer  if  he  could  lie 
maintained  in  idlpnefs,  the  Jovcr  if  he  can  ob- 
tain liis  Beauty,  eyery  projeApr  and  Ichcmift 
if  he  can  compafs  the  thing  he  ha$  fct  his  heart 
upon ;  that  U»  hfi  (hall  be  exquifitcly  plcafcdj 
and  perhaps  he  may  be,  or  fometimcs  per* 
bap$  not,  if. the  appetite  be  palled  by  too 
tediou;  purfuit :  hot  how  long  will  the  plcaTur^ 
\sA  I  for  norhiog  exquifite  can  continue  long ; 
pur  organs  canqot  hold  on  their  emotions  be- 
yond a  certain  length,  but  what  afieacd  them 
yehemently  at  BxSt^  will  (bon  become  infipid 
pr  doying,  and  pleafure  certainJy  takes  v/iun^ 
unlcfs  there  be  a  foccedion  ci  ctbcr  en^ge« 
menis  to  keep  her  down. 

Bot  izitok  p\a(aTts  tco  much  £i  1  tht  ti/j^'^)^ 
to  leave  it  at  Itlfarc  to  provide  ior  'cirf  tj-Jx./ 
die  befiies  ihcmftivc?,  ::,trt:Vt:  'Mk:.  -^t  very 
dcarlj  bziugb:  by  Oit  r:-ir:.z,i5:ficv:.:V.^t:.*  t.;xj» 
than,  or  iaciiKJcief  wtid  iti  btfvrtr^--.c  by  •;je 
tboTLE  ci  inxpkiltzrjt^  cr  rw:i  I'jt  >.AZi-rc  v?  t 

cxcke:  £ic  psrhicft  -'.  —  ^sir.  le  iV.-iC   v:rr-  t 
feir  irr"  ~.  rjjz:  \yx  mr/^'.  'jrjc.  ytjjc.  i-yr.  j;/vw 
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%3B  'Ftm^fot  JPki^ktit:     fhnf.^^ 

In  want  of  it,  which  cannot  he  affik^^'^^ 
-hf  poffeffion,  for  'our  fenfiltidntt  being  tnrifi^ 
-uA  inoawntary,  leive  a  craving  bdiitad'^^ 
continnal  repetition  of  thett^^bflt  as  hi^^ft- 
lights  rareljr  fall  inx»Br  way,- wbiefa  the  eageMfib 
ibr  them  has  taken  away  the  fdifii  iroitt  W 
others,  the  greater  part  efow  tiaie  in*ft|«tt 
irkfome  and  uneaiV.  -;..:.: 

2.  There  is  reafpn  tiberefpre  to  t)eWtfrt  iaf 
this  fdidnefs  as  of  a  moft  dangerous^  enemy;,'  am^ 
make  it  our  principal  caution  to  guard  ^giJiMl: 
Its  acroaefaments :  fbr  Pleiaftire  is  a  %j  eriefiM- 
%e6«  (he  will  be  perpetaa!Ily  iiiTphying  heriil- 
litfements  to  bitr' iiiiaglrtatton  to  pStti  opettt^ib 
"before  we  are  awarei  the  world  joins  into  )ptti- 
'imote  her  dcfignis,  inviting' with  their  exanR|!ll^ 
infcfting  with  their  fympadiy,  Ifliaimng -WlA 
iheir  boafts  of  hop^Mfs,  and  almoft  Mting 
with  their  txckmacidns  of  how  charoiiing^  hofh 
delightful  fuch  a  thing  is ;  ib  that  we  have  neidH  ' 
of  all  our  eyes  to  keep  clear  of  her  entan^iii- 
tnents.    But  (he  is  a  very  Siren^attrading^  drily 
to  devour,  for  wheA  fwailowed  op  in  dell^^mp* 
we  are  as  &r  from  happinefi^  as  th^  ^W  Ml  - 
^at  about  in  the  boiftcrooa  ^s  <^  life  t  fll-;' 
performs  nothing  of  all  (he  ptoniires,  but  oti^' 
makes  us  barter  away  a  continued  fatlsfifflft ' 
for   a  little  prefent  gratification,   and  Hiktf 4| - 
iparkling  bubble  in  lieu  of  a  folid  fubftance.   "^ 
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TtJciuxoriow  find  no  grc^tgr  guil  in  their 
daiodesi  ihan  the  plain  man  in  his  ordi nary 
^>pdi  ibc  dcUcatf  are  rather  moved  by  ibe 
J^^dJfo^lncf&  of  thing?  coarf?  and  inelegant^ 
|ipn  any  extraordinary  joy  in  feeing  them  fprucc 
1^  fine,  fo  they  follow  pkafure  ojecrly  as  an 
avoidance  of  diiplcafure,  aiming  at  no  more 
than  to  efcape  that  difguil:  which  netrer  falls 
upon  the  man  who  has  not  tbelr  refined  taile^ 
-the  rich  man  hasi  been  ufed  to  have  bis  plenty 
^d  conveniences  about  him,  fo  they  become 
wrcefiaries  to  liim,  and  he  receives  00  more  joy 
from  (hem  than  any  one  would  feel  in  tiie  lup«- 
ply  of  wliatevcr  would  diftrefs  him  to  go  with* 
out}  to  ^y  he  has  no  wants  would  be  untrue^ 
far  though  he  has  not  the  fame  which  prefs 

Rm  the  poor  m^n»  he  has  others  relative  c<» 
edaie,  his  reputation,  his  treatment  in  the 
vvorld,  his  plans  and  projeds  which  he  has 
p9de  neceiTary  to  bis  peace  of  pwid^  but  which 
ibe  poor  man  nevpr  icnows. 

On  the  other  hand  toil  and  labotir,  penury; 
and  con fl rain t,  pain  and  affliction  grow  light  by 
life  i  sod  wlien  h^bicnaced  to  tlie  mind,  leave 
no  more  pneaHopfs  than  what  is  incident  to  all 
Aationi  of  liie;  for  defire  rifes  with  gratifica^ 
lioo  and  never  ceaica  to  grafp  more»  till  com« 
to  a  length  that  mull  end  in  dilappoiotment. 
un  upon  whom  fortune  fmilcs,  would 
iy  by  her  frowns,  and  he  to  whom 
ihc  has  been  avcrfc  would  be  greatly  tranlported 

on 
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en  finding  the  tables  turn :  tliis  Hxtt  it  no 
doubt  of,  but  from  hence,  they  infer  that  che^ 
(hoold  have  been  in  like  nianner  afle6fcBd  tf 
they  had  each  ftood  always  in  the  others  cnlk- 
dition. 

.  Thus  happinefs  depends  upon. opinion,  iben 
eftimating  one  anothers  portior^  by  their  b#B 
ientiments  without  knowledge  of  one  ahotlien 
pains  and  pleafures,  thinking  thofe  ot^y'iTudi 
Vhich  would  be  fuch  to  themfe|ves:*'B6^  u  ' 
thofe  could  be  fairly  weighed  in  the  fa^^\ 
conceive  the  ballance  of  both  'wo'kild  be  ieOi^  . 
much  nearer  an  equality  in  all  Nations  of  llfi^  \ 
than  is  commonly  apprehended.   The  man  who  \ 
Tivesin  pleiafure  has  only  a  fancied  advantf^ 
over  the  drudge  in  bufinefs,  thcf-  path  of  bdA  ^ 
wears  fmooth  and  beaten  by  continual  ueaffil^  i 
they  both  jog  on'  with  like  degree  of  eafe  iH 
engagement,  while  attentive  to  tfieir  ynffiW^ 
lefs  when  cafting  an  eye  upon  the  others  fiMl 
which  one  thinks  better  and  the  other  ^iMM 
than  his  own»  only  becaufe  the  paflage  Am. 
one  to  tother  would  refpedively  be  (b.      '*  ^'^^ 
3.  This  then  is  the  cafe  of  pleafore  wfatMl 
can  run  currently  along  in  an  habitud'fililS] 
but  it  ofien  raifes  grievous  rubs -in  its  owrfw 
reer,  and  draws  on  pernicious  confequenoeilHt; 
is  the  greateft  nourifher  of  indolence  arid 
dulgence,  giving  up  the  foul  to  every 
gratification,    or  the  profpcd  of  them 
had  in  expe^ancc  and  ruminated  upon  i 
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ittijcyi  thus  contr&ding  the  view  i^ithfo  the 
narrow  compafs  of  a  fleeting  morrlcnc^  whereby 
if  enfeebles  refrl^ition,  baniflies  judgement,  and 
ti  difcretion  off  her  guacd.     It  is  chc  bait 

luw^^vinthe  young  and  the  unexperienced, 
for  if  you  can  raile  in  them  a  ftrong  fancy  to 
my  tiling,  and  feed  them  up  with  thifH  cpedlation 
of  gratifying  ir^  you  cnay  hamper  them  in  any 
;  and  fo  you  may  fomeiimes  the  expericn- 
i:ciJ,  if  by  flafliing  this  glare  in  their  eyes  yoa 
can  hinder  them  Irom  taking  that  benefit  from 
iJbcir  experience,  which  they  might. 

What  is  it  that  fetters  the  amorous  boy,  or 
tender  girU  for  life  in  unequal  matches,  but 
ihe  imagination  of  circling  joys,  perpetual  tranf- 
ports  and  fuprcmity  of  happinels?  what  is  it 
hurries  on  the  voluptuous  to  ruin  their  healths, 
or  the  extravagant  ihejr  fortunes*  but  the  con- 
tempt of  common  enjoyments  and  the  humour 
of  being  always  prodigiQufly  delighted  I  it  is 
the  irrcfiftiblc  joy  of  growing  rich  at  once,  tbac 
drives  men  inio'gamingtill  they  become  beggars 
It  once:  and  the  fupreme  felicity  of  gaining  a 

ivourite  point  urges  people  furioufly  through 
^iis  and  troubles^  expencesi  vexationSj  dangers 

and  mifchiefs  of  every  kind. 

►  The  charms  of  riot  and  debauchery  make 

lii^waymcn  and  hoofebreakers,  and  eftablilh 
antiprudentlal  maxim  received  as  funda^ 
atal  among  them,  A  (hort  life  -''^■^  ^  "^- 
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icccfTiiy  created  by  their  avcrfioii  to  khoofi 
us  being  uttplcafant  and  therefore  intolerabhs* 
TbcaUurementsof  faiKy  prove  the  firfr 
of  wantonnefsi  of  unlocky  and  miiciucYcus 
tricks  in  the  carlicft  year?,  and  in  ihc  riper 
often  produce  more  troublefome  effcfts  i  for  t 
[flow  of  p^^Tpcrity  with  continual  indulgence irf 
die  dcfirc9,  commonly  makes  men  capricious 
fclfifli,  narrow  minded,  un tradable,  contcmptuoui 
and  overb^ring,  until  feme  galling  difappoint- 
ment  or  misfortune  has  taught  them,  that  there 
are  other  objefls  ncceflary  to  be  thought  of  be^- 
fides  chat  of  pkafing  themfelves. 

The  School-boy  will  not  mind  his  Icflbn 
while  hankering  after  his  play^,  nor  can  tbe 
trader  thrive  whofc  thoughts  are  perpctnaJly 
running  upon  diverdons  and  cleganciei ;  neither 
will  a  man  in  any  line  of  life  e?er  be  good  for 
any  thing*  until  be  can  baniCh  all  imaginitlott 
of  pleailire  out  of  his  head  iV  hours  togo* 
tbcr. 

Even  in  Religion  it  ii^  the  joy  of  being 
paralleled  faints,  overtopping    mankimi  u^  hnl 
itefs^  that  makes  people  cci 
ibperftitioua :  ihe  ootion  of  cxquifiie 
high  tranfport$  and  raptures  that  I 
into  fupcfftiiioo  r  I  1        1 
monly  followed  by 
upon  which  itkcy  a 
unfairhfiil,  in  not  gn 
ihey  had  proUi 
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Iff  indifpQniiUc  w  obligauoq  we  lie  undef 
upon  all  accounUj  to  Icaxa  an  mdlifercoce  tQ 
glU^^eSy.  bfcaufe  whea  vipkndy  anachcd  to 
ihtm^  they  win  lead  us  into  dangers  and  idcoq^ 
vcnicnccs  of  cTcry  kind 
4.  Perhaps  I  (ball  be  thought  atteoiptiDg  ta 
lex  mgDkiod  or  involving  them  in  coutrar 
tioni  hy  inveighing  fo  feverely  againft  plca- 
i?vhich  neverthelefs  I  have  acknowledged 
proper  end  of  aflion :  wherefore  it  is  iiH 
i»!>.  nf  piripn  Hjc  to  fiod  a  cluc  fof  extricating 
lyrinth  :  and  ibis  I  conceive  may 
h^  had  by  obfcrvation  of  what  pleafures  excite 
foodnef$  for  them  in  our  hearts^  and  are  ape 
10  poflef^  our  imagination  to  the  excluHon  of 
^  pther  objeds ;  for  tJmfe  only  are  the  Sireor, 
a  principal  part  of  whole  malignancy  lies  ia 
enticing  away  from  otliers  that  are  mno«» 
cent  and  valuable. 
For  pleafure  rightly  underflood  is  the  true 
' "  vaic  point  wherein  all  our  lines  of  conduft 
vugiu  tp  center :  whatever  wc  do  for  the  fer- 
\\rr  nf  RrUgion  tcrminatcs  in  the  unfpeakable 
another  life  j  what  we  do  for  man- 
lie,   for  our  friends  or  our 
tu  the  encreafc  of  happinefs 
'  il  among  them>  or  co  fome 
ce  from  whence  they  may 
Ci>  far  as  is  oonfifteni  with 
Uitv  wc  owe  ourfelves  to 
art  of  thcoi  as  plca- 
furable 
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farable  as  we  can,  with  our  beft  induftry  and 
contrivance,  only  remembering  co  concrive  for 
every  part,  nor  for  one  fnoall  portion  of  ooi 
fpan  in  negled:  of  all  the  reft. 

Bot  one  may  purfue  an  end '  by  a  fleady 
determinate  perfeverancc  without  an  eager 
fondnefs,  which  might  blind  our  eyes  fo  as  not 
to  difcern  the  whole  length  of  our  way,  of 
make  them  fee  double,  and  fix  upon  a  falfe 
Sun  inftead  of  the  true,  whoie  clear  beams 
would  (how  us  that  the  right  road  lies  where 
there  are  the  moft  pleafures  to  be  had,  not 
where  there  are  the  fweeteft.  For  thefe  cap* 
tivate  the  heart,  make  themfelves  Decef&rym 
us,  fo  that  we  cannot  do  without  them,  buf 
feci  an  uncafy  want  whenever. they  are  not  t0 
be  had,  which  no  other  pleafures  can  affiu^ 
becaufe  having  loft  their  relifii. 

Therefore  the  true  art  of  pleafure  lies  iii 
bringing  the  mind  to  take  it  in  as  many  thidgs 
as  we  can,  more  careful  to  be  alv^ys  pleafcd 
than  highly  pleafed,  to  have  many  defires  ba^ 
no  wants ;  for  then  we  (hall  be  indifierent  \A 
all  our  pleafures,  but  taftelefs  to  hone.     Want 
always  indicates  a  penury  of  mind,  when  it  batf 
but  one  folace  to  depend  upon,   and  if  thtt 
fails  mud   be  undone :   whereas  he   that  Yasd 
plenty  of  objects  to  engage  him,  need  xterA 
fuffcr  by  the  abfence  of  any  one.  Hence  it  be- 
comes a  matter  of  prudence  to  keep  defire 
upon  attainable  obje^s,  choofiog  fiich  as  wiH 

iatisfy 
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fatisfy  rathef  than  fuch  as  will  delight ;  for  fa^ 
tisfying  pleafures  will  eafier  give  place  to  the 
next  that  follow  after  them,  and  fo  the  fuc- 
ceflion  goes  on  finoothly  without  rub  or  inter- 
mption. 

Not  but  that  the  higher  pleafures  have  their 
life,  as  I  (hall  ihew  prefently,  but  in  adnniitting 
them  to  our  defire,  care  ought  to  be  taken  that 
they  do  not  endanger  the  more  gently  foothing 
which  make  up  the  greater  part  of  our  happi- 
nefi,  and  therefore  deferve  to  be  chiefly  regard- 
ed. The  principal  ftream  of  pleafure  flows 
from  the  exercife  of  our  faculties  either  of  body 
or  mind,  in  the  purfuit  of  fome  engaging  end, 
ibr  which'  reafon  hope  is  more  valuable  than 
fruition,  becaufe  hope  makes  the  purfuit  en- 
S^gnig,  which  the  other  puts  an  end  to,  unlefs 
k  can  open  new  aims  to  engage  pur  aAivity 
afrelb.  We  (hall  fare  bcft  by  keeping  atten- 
tive to  praftife  the  means  and  provide  the  ma- 
lemls  of  pleafure,  leaving  the  fruits  to  drop 
1|»ntaneouiIy  without  ftretching  to  gather 
dion;  for  pAeafure  will  not  be  forced  either  by 
vrificcs  to  ftrain  appetite,  or  by  dwelling  upon 
kin  the  imagination,  or  by  taking  pains  to  per- 
fbide  onriehres  how  much  we  are  pleafed ;  it  is 
Mtniys  moft  genuine  when  fpringing  naturally 
fdtti  the  objeift  without  efforts  to  call  it  up. 

kSL  men  agree,  though  few  remember,  that 

is  the  beft  faucej  he  then  receives  mod 

fare  from  that  appetite  who  keeps  his  body 

K  ia 
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in  healchi  and  his  organs  in  tone  by  exercife 
nd  temperance,  who  never  thinks  of  vidtuals 
until  he  fees  them»  and  forgers  them  again  as 
fooaas  the  repaft  1%  over;  for  he  finds  a  con- 
ftant  relifli  in  that  which  nature,  or  the  cuflom 
of  thofe  among  whom  he  conforts,  have  made 
his  ordinary  food,  which  reliih  he  would  infal- 
libly lofe  by  a  little  practice  of  indulgence  in 
high  fauces  or  excefs,  without  getting  any  thing 
better  in  exchange. 

The  like  reafon  gives  the  preference  to  a  de- 
fire  of  excellence  above  that  of  excelling,  be- 
caufe  it  holds  the  activity  coflftantly  employed 
in  fuch  improvement  as  can  be  made,    and 
will  afford  fatisfadion  enough  as. well  in  the 
purfuit,  as  in  every  little  acquifition  obtained, 
which  flows  purefl  when  coming  unfought,  and 
no  longer  thought  of  than  felt :  for  the  ferious 
contemplation  of  what  we  have  done  or  whiat 
we  have  gotten,   is  a  fpecies  of  indulgence 
which  ought'  to  be  very  fparingly  allowed  as  a 
matter  of  recreation.    And  if  there  be  a  real 
joy  in  excelling    (as  in  this  world  of  vanity 
where  all  things  are  eftimated  by  comparifoa 
who  can  avoid  thinking  fo  ?)  there  is  no  occa-  \ 
iion  to  let  it  grow  into  an  objed  of.defire,  b^   : 
caufe  that  of  excellence  will  anfwer  the  iaotf  ^ 
purpofe  more  effedtually,   for  the  more  4)^  \ 
gent  we  are  in  making  improvement,  we  (ball  L 
find  ourfelves  the  feldomer  outdonej    and  meet  ^^ 
oftener  with  our  inferiors.  \  ) 

But  f 
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But  this  pleafure,  fuch  as  it  is,  ought  to  be 
no  more  than  what  ftrikes  unavoidably  .  from 
the  objeds  before  us,  for  if  ruminated  upon, 
or  endeavours  be  ufed  to  enhance  ic,  there  is 
imminent  danger  it  will  lead  into  the  gloomi- 
nefs  of  pride,  the  follies  of  vanity,  the  dela- 
tions of  felf-conceit,  the  reftleflhefs  of  ambi- 
tion, and  the  torments  of  envy,  or  perhaps  the 
defpondency  of  being  tindefervedly  treated  by 
Providence.  . -:  * 

Even  in  Religion  how  fondly  foeveo:  &me 
folks  may  a£fe£t  to  talk  of  tranfports  and  ckta- 
fies,  yet  I  conceive  the  prefent  reward  of.  it 
lies  chiefly  in  that  gently  pleafing  confcioufdefs 
of  well  doing,  which  accompanies  the  exercifea 
of  it.     I  do  not  deny  that  when  having  acquit^ 
-lid  oorfelves  well  upon  fome  opportunity  offer- 
ed of  doing  an  important  fervice,  or  in  feafons 
of  contemplation  when  the  flood  of  grace  rifes 
firodgly  upon  us,  there  may  be  pleafures  in  a 
degree  to  be  called  exquifite ;  but  diefe  happen 
fcry  rarely^  for  they  are  Angels  food^  and  we 
oui.ezped;  no  more  than  now  and  then  to  have 
ii  little  foretafte    of   the   heavenjy    Manna: 
therefore  we  are  not  to  make  them  obje£ts  of 
Mr  defire  nor  aims  of  our  purfuit,  bucctake 
ifcem  as  they  come  without  draining  our  facul- 
lici  to  prolong  their  duration,  or  fwell  up  their 
•ddjcs  higher  than,  they  will  fpring  of  them- 
fivcs :  for  there  are  voluptuaries  in  devotion  as 
wdl  as  in  eatingi  and  both  lofe  mone  pjeafures- 
K  2  than 
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-€tMi  tbiey  gain  by  their  endeavours  10  xeader 
^them  excedive.^ 

But  the  greateft^abfurdity  of  all  liei  in  mal> 
ing  it  a  duty  to  be  cranfported,  for  nothiag  ii 
more  incompatible  with  pltiafare  than  doty,  mr 
'can  the^eirfermanoe  of  it  evotribe  pleofing  smil 
-what  was  matter  of  (ligation  beoomeft  an  ob- 
ject of  choice  upoti  prdpea  of  adbfinibkid- 
orantage  purfoed  therdby,  which  will  crfeaM  a 
hunger  and  third  whofe  gratification  tffr£m3ar 
:to  &ofe  sL  natural  appetite* 
.    The  principal  benefit  of  Religion  with  «i- 
ifpefi  tO'ifr  pieafurable  life,  is  that  it  ^fopplitt  us 
with  contimial:  eogagement,  for  fo  fiir  ais  we 
-can  trace  bur  refeiSDoes  home  we ihall  always 
•find  fomethihg. to  be  done  'in  the  ferviee^of 
God,  or  of  our  fellow  creatures,  or  of  cn^ 
£dvcs^  otteaded  with  that  unibught  conkkid' 
heis  of  :ftdiag  rightly,  which  neirer  doyt;  vad 
it.  is  likewifi;  an  inMible  teft  to  diftingiuft  life 
:Sirco  plea^res  frcmlheinnooent,  fiMrthofe^Aii 
4ire  fond,  or  vicious,  or  inordinate  itUl  npfir 
:.bear^lhc  reference'to^oar  ultimate  intmtiiMi.  "^ 
5.  .VTeverthelefs  pleafufes,  as  I   hinted  joft 
^now,  have  their  ufes ;  for  they  togeAier  triih 
:fears:  fiifl:  teach  us  aflivity,  and  are  modi  4ib 
better -miftrefibs  of  the  two.   Therefore^NMit 
in  oiir  infancy  gives  a  quicknefs  to  oor  tiitpak 
which  makes  them  capable  of  ftrikiag'  fttM^ 
fenfations,  and  finding  a  dcflight  in  alttluR  ctwy 
cxercife  that  is  not  put  upon  them-byttlto- 

firaint: 
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ftraint:  if  it  were  not  for  this,  children  would 
never    awake  cut  of   that  drowfy    Aupidicy 
which  overwhehns  them  for  the  mod  part  In 
their  cradles;  when  they  can  run  about,  you 
fee  them  inceiT^intly  bufy  in  their  little  plays 
which  keep  their  limbs  or  their  imagination  in . 
movement  during  thofe  long  intervals  of  time 
wherein  hunger  and  thlrft  cannot  find  them 
onploymcnt  s  as  they  grow  up  they  begin  to 
have  a  fbrecaft  for  pleafures  a  little  remote^ 
this  gives  an  engagement  to  the  profecution  of 
an  objed;  not  immediately  within  their  reach, 
and  they  can  be  pleafed  with  taking  the  right 
ncafures  for  procuring  fomething  that    will 
pleafe  theni  by  and  by,  from   whence  after- 
inxAz  by  long  procefs  grows  the  idea  of  rec* 
tioide,    and  the  fatisfadtion  felt   in  the  fteps 
ttken  towards  an  ultimate  aim. 

And  in  our  riper  years  there  mufl  generally 
be  the  expedation  of  fomething  apprehended 
very  delightful  to  make  us  enter  upon  bufinefs, 
•r  undertake  any  long  work:  no  matter  whe- 
ther the  delight  prove  fo  great  as  apprehended, 
fer  here  again  happinefs  depends  upon  opinion ; 
hk  the  opinion  is  necefTary  to  engage  us  in  tlie 
work,  and  procure  us  the  fatisfadtion  found  in 
the  engaging   purfuit.       Thus  are   we   oftei^ 
cfaoated  into  a  real  good   by  the  lure  of  an 
innginary,  like  the  old  man*s  lazy  fons  in  tiie 
fable,  who  were  fet  a. digging  to  their  great 
Ifofit  in  the  improvement  of  the  viucy^rd  by 
K  3  being 
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being  told  of  a  hidden  treafure.  Or  If  dio 
pleafure  expedted  be  real,  dill  it  is  lefs  in- quan- 
tity than  (hat  diflilling  in  the  progrefs  towards 
it ;  for  1  believe  My  lord  Mayor's  coach  hai 
been  the  remote  occafion  of  more  engaging 
fatisfa£lion  to  the  apprentice,  than  ever  Ui 
Lordfhip  felt  in  it  himfelf. 

Pleafurcs  fervc  to  recreate  and  anbend  the 
mind,  and  when  properly  interfpcrfcd  lighten 
the  burden  of  any  laborious  work  :  they  give 
a  brifknefs  to  the  fpirits,  a  cheerfulnefs  to  the 
temper,  contribute  to  prefervc  the  health  by 
quickening  and  fmoothing  the  circulations,  and 
unite  people  together  in  intimacy ;  for  notfaiiij| 
makes  friendfhip  more  hearty  than  a  partici|ia- 
tion  of  plcafures,  unlefs  it  be  a  fellowfliip  fa 
diftrcfles  which  is  a  much  lefs  dcfirable  cement: 
they  make  us  take  a  fuller  no c ice  of  the  pkcci 
we  have  been  at,  the  objedls  we  have  fceii,, 
and  the  tranfaflions  we  have  born  a  pare  mp 
and  often  ftore  up  a  fond  of  entertainment  for 
the  imagination  in  the  remembrance  of  them 
after  they  are  pa  ft,  info  much  that  Epicomi 
placed  the  happinefs  of  his  wife  man  whaij 
under  the  frowns  of  fortune,  in  the  rccoUeftk 
of  former  enjoyments-  Bot  I  differ  from  hi 
upon  that  point,  as  expeding  the  benefit  rither 
firom  a  fpontancous  refleftion  or  one  that 
eafily,  than  from  a  forced 
vroold  have  nothing  forced^ 
fiirci  aqd  conceive  \ 
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error  of  jrour  men  of  pleafurey  who  turn  it  into 
a  toil,  and  fpoii  its  relifh  by  their  great  pains 
to  enhance  ic 

'  Inilrudion  finks  deepefl  when  conveyed  in 
amufing  talcs/ or  the  manner  of  receiving  it 
cut  be  made  an  entertainment:  the  flowers  of 
rhetoric  when  aptly  fitted  on,  like  the  feathers 
tt>  an  arrow,  give  force  to  the  fteely  points  of 
argumentation :  elegance  of  language,  harmony 
of  compofition,  method,  allegory,  alIufion> 
£uniliar  example,  whatever  helps  to  illuftrare 
or  draw  up  the  colours  of  things,  at  once 
jdeafes  and  informs ;  for  it  is  the  property  of 
Hght  to  entertain  the  eye  while  it  diicovers  the 
objed  :  the  pleafures  of  converfation  make  one 
among  the  principal  links  of  fociety,  multiply 
the  iotercourfes  among  mankind,  and  help 
traofii&ions  of  bufinefs  to  go  on  the  eafier. 

Nor  is  pleafure  incapable  of  finding  an  en- 
tfanee  even  into  the  holy  offices  of  Religion,  as 
wknefs  the  trumpets,  the  choriders,  the  per- 
fbaies,  the  golden  vefTcls,  the  rich  veftments, 
die  fpkndor  and  magnificence  of  the  Jewifli 
temple,  the  love  feafts  of  the  primitive  Chrif- 
duu^  the  organ  in  our  Churches,  and  chant- 
ing in  our  Cathedral  fervice. 
But  it  is  not  at  the  altar  alone  that  pleafure 
1 1  ttay  be  turned  to  the  fervice  of  Religion  and 
E|  fhitofopby,  by  aflifting  to  work  that  largenefs 
•f  heart   which  refiders  it  their   fittcft  reccp- 
IfKle:  pain  and  uneafinefs  nccefiarily  contra^ 

K  4  the 
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the  views;  while  under  them  ic  is  fctroe  pno« 
ticable  for  a  man  to  think  of  any  thittg  b^|mid 
himfdf,  and  his  prefent  grievance;  but  m  little 
enjoyment  of  innocent  pleafures  fettiag  die 
mind  at  cafe  within  itfelf,  opens  his-profpedy^ 
he  then  can  take  concern  with  things  mroiiad 
himi  diffufe  in  fincerc  charity  to  his  fellow^ 
creatures,  comprehend  the  general  intercft,  and- 
pour  forth  in  hearty  thankfgiving  for  that  floed 
of  bounty  which,  like  the  viul  air,  expands 
every  where  except  in  fome  few  dungeons  vA. . 
loathfome  places,  and  whereof  he  now  fidt 
the  influence. 

Thus  we  fee  the  value  of  pleafures  docs  not 
lie  in  themfelves  but  in  their  ufes,  and  ttaiiy 
times  the  joy  of  having  gained  oar  point  b  wh 
thing,  but  the  whole  delight  ftands  coofined 
to  the  purfuit :  we  matter  not  the  fhillii^  we 
play  for  at  cards,  yet  if  we  played  for  nothfag 
there  would  be  no  diverfion  in  the  game;  fe  or 
the  games  of  traffic,  of  ambition,  of  accoflll- 
pliihment,  the  wealth,  the  honour,  the  por-i 
fcdtion,  when  gained,  will  not  inveft  us  wkh 
the  fupreme  happinefs  we  flatter  ourielves^  yoi 
without  fuch  expedation  we  (hould  not  pafi) 
our  time  fo  agreeably  as  we  do  in  "^P^gwg 
our  cards  well,  and  making  advances  towardt 
them. 

This  might  teach  us  the  true  fcieoce  ef 
pleafure,  which  confifts  in  di(lingui(hiag  thoib 
that  are  mod  productive  of  engagement,   cC 

•      aflivity,  » 
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aAivity,  of  agrceaUe  rcfledion,  of  chejarfolneft 
uA  ftrenify  of  mind,  or  flimukte  to  uiefiil 
icquificionSy  and  prefer  thofe  before  the  more 
oqutfice.  But  icience  will  avail  nothing  with« 
OK  m  ftrcngth  of  refolation  ro  pra&ioe  k» 
which  may  enable  us  to  choofe  for  ourlelveg 
among  our  pleafures^.  and  to  choofe  with  di£* 
crelion  not  with  fbndnefs,  nor  ever  fofier 
them  to  force  themfelves  upon  us  whether  we 
will  or  no,  to  harbour  no  wants  nor  anxious 
cravings  for  them :  for  this  is  what  was  meant 
bj  the  Apathy  of  the  Philofophers,  this  is  that 
forbearance  which  is  one  of  the  two  branches 
td  our  Redemption,  and  this  ftands  included 
ia  what  was  ftiled  in  Scripture  language,  afierc^ 
log  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God. 

6.  This  ieledlion  of  pleafures  valuable  for 
their  fruits  and  appendages  from  thofe  which 
ddigbt  only  in  the  fruition,  mod  obvioufly 
marks  the  difierence  between  a  civilized  and  a 
htfbarous  people;  for  the  pleafures  of  pure 
Urare,  the  gratifications  of  undifciplined  appe-» 
tile  are  as  intenfe,  or  perhaps  more  fo,  tbaa 
iMc  of  refioemenc. 

When  a  child;  I  have  been  more  highly  de-t 
If^ted  with  a  coloured  print  bought  for  a 
Ulpenny,  with  i  ballad  tune  fung  by  the 
.  ooarie-piped  chamber  maid,  in  reading  the 
Aigon  of  Wantiey,  in  difcovering  a  better 
way  of  building  houfes  with  cards,  than  ever  I 
fince  with  the  fined  paintings,  the  fweeteft 

mufic. 
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mufic,  the  fublimeft  poetry,   or  the  lackieft 

thought  occurring  in  the  progrefs  c^iny-Chi|N 

ters :  even  the  heights  of  Philofophy  and  eSoh 

iions  of  grace,  if  you  regard  only  the  picftM 

moment,  are  not  more  tranfporting  than  iSm 

amufements  of  childhood.     Nor  do  I  dottfal. 

that  the  American  favages  find  as  ftrong  rcfidi 

in  their  lumps  of  flefli  with  the  fkin  on,  taketf 

from  the  burning  coals,  in  their  contrivances  la 

catch  the  beaverSi   in    fuccelles  againft  their 

enemies  and  feizures  of  plunder,  as  we  do  in 

our  dainties,  our  elegancies,  our  arts  and  a^ 

compliihments.    And  after  all  perhaps  we  hm 

no  greater  enjoyments  among  us  than  thofe  of 

eating  when  we  are  hungry,  drinking  when  «•  J 

are  thirfty,  lying  down  when  fleepy,  or  a9  At  | 

iecond  Solomon  has  pronounced,  than  fcranb 

ing  where  it  itches.  uf4* 

But  arts  and  fciences  and  the  civiliswd  niddlf 

of  employment  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  Wk. 

not  by  heightening  the  gufl:  of  it,  but  by  fi||f 

plying  more  in  quantity  with  a  lefs  interra^Hi^ 

continuity:  we  muft  indeed  have  an  ima^MI 

tion  of  fomething  very  delightful  in  cho  ^Atk 

iion  of  them  to  engage  us  to  the  porAikidiKi 

this  notion  had  better  gradually  fubfide, 

deed  it  generally  does,  in  proportion, 

purfuit  becomes  habitual  and  plnfanc. 

benefic  relults  from  the  purfuit  itielF, 

finds  employment  for  our  time  by  fopi 

cpnunually  with  engaging  pipits  iq  tbe? 
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pn  towards  attainment  of  our  purpofe,  and 
1$  a  fund  of  agreeable  reflexion  on  the  ad- 
!S  we  have  made,  which  is  compaclblo 
our  other  reafonable  defires,  which  pro- 
rides  for  the  entertainment  of  other  perfong 
jefides  our  own,  and  lakes  us  off  fronn  the  in- 
dulgepce  of  thofe  natural  appetites,  that  would 
)e  troublefome  to  others  and  pernicious  to  our* 
Iblves. 

For  we  may  obferve,  that  the  ans  of  plea- 
Imhave  their  foundation  in  the  refiftance  of 
^Uure,  we  muft  get  rid  of  our  grofs  tafles  to 
Hpirc  a  refinedi  the  firll  effedt  of  manly 
kfires  is  10  give  us  a  contempt  for  thofo 
^dilli  ones  which  ufcd  to  afford  us  vaft 
Jclight  before,  and  in  all  accompliflimcnt 
there  is  fomething  of  a  fubje<5tion  of  appetite. 
?olitcncA  cannot  fubfift  without  an  eafy  un- 
ruffled cemper  capable  of  ftifling  all  emotions 
that  rife  in  the  breaft,  the  gentceleft:  players  at 
games  of  diverfion  are  thofc  who  fhow  the 
baft  cagcrnefs,  who  can  win  w^ithout  tranfport 
or  lole  without  concerui  and  in  all  arts  the 
%iorant  are  known  from  connoifeurs  by  that 
lapturous  amazement  with  which  they  are 
ftruck  upon  beholding  e:£traordinafy  per** 
(iormances. 

■*hus  the  arts  providing  for  the  embelllfli- 

u  of  life  were  not  defigncd  to  make  us  more 

fi>ni1  <-,(  » learore,  but  to  bring  that  propenHty 

.re  is  in  inoft  men  thereto  into  a  re-* 

gulaff 
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gahr  fyftem,  whereby  to  prevent  it  firom  mn- 
nxng  oat  into  extravag^t  and  dangerooa  excoN 
fions :  for  ic  is  better  to  perTuade  a  mm  to 
ftudy  any  fcience  whatever,  than  that  he 
flionld  ad  wantonly  withoat  any  fcience  at  alf; 
and  there  being  fuch  an  infinite  variety  of  d^ 
pofitions  among  mankind  malce»  it  nece&ry  W 
provide  employment  for  the  indsftry  and  in- 
genuity of  them  all;  befides  chat  induftry  of 
any  one  kind  helps  to  encourage  that  »  every 
other,  as  well  by  increafing  the  demands  fof 
its  produce  and  fo  promoting  commerce,  as  by 
rendering  the  fpirit  of  aftiviry  and  contrivaooa 
more  general:  therefore  we  ^d  diat  in  pre^ 
portion  as  countries  grow  better  policied»  Atf 
polite  arts  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  ufeful,  or 
at  leaft  do  not  wait  long  for  their  introduffiOrf 
after  the  others  have  been  cftabliflied.  % 
they  contribute  a  (hare  for  the  bentfitof  ip^ 
ciety,  making  it  the  bufinefs  of  foiiie  td 
pare  materials  for  the  entertainmem  of  of hei 
and  if  it  is  faid  they  give  ocoifion  to  vices  ul 
known  among  the  ignorant,  this  may  be  ti 
withoat  their  increafing  the  growth  ^  wick( 
nefs,  but  only  by  turning  k  Into  m  ^diffei 
channel :  for  thert  is  a  pervtrfity^  k>f  charade 
to  bp  found  among  all  families  upon  ea 
which  will  find  matter  to  work  upon,  wli 
ever  placed.  The  fame  perfons  whom  wa 
rapacious  over-reaching  and 
would  have  been  {nUeterSy^ral 
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denxs  i£  bom  Among  iavagest  thofe  who  riot 
iaiuxury  mbos^  oa,  would  have  beep  likely 
to  wallow  in  Xenfualitiw  tmoDg  them ;  for  the 
fimcicflrar  leads  ioto.  both*  namely,  their  fond- 
neftibr  high  .'delights*  »nd  ioabiUty  to  tc&&  the 
flBpnlfe  flf  Afly  aUuionenit  ftcikiRg  firoi^lf  upon 
ifaeirfapi^. 


fci  *  I  **w^— ifci^a 
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SelfdeniaU 

npHEgrcateftconqucft  iay  all  thcSa^spf  an^ 
A    dent  and  inodero  days^  is  chat  of  ourfelvcs ; 

£ir  vidory  is  never  fo  glorious  nor  fo  valuable 
mwhen  {sdned  over  an  invader  or  a  tyran<[» 

who  would  enflave  us;  hut  tjiere  is  not  a  more 
imperious  or  oppreffive  /tyrant  m  nature,  than 
'dmt  nfuaily  called  Self-iovej  though  his  true 
iBaBie  be  Self-fondnefsi  {l|e  moft  oppofice  to 
•Iwe  and  the  moft  dangerous  to  its  intereftSf 
-Itcaiiic  afluming  its  likenefs  and  thereby  be- 
^lii^  the  unwary  to  court  their  own  thral-* 


*-  fUberty  is  dear  to  alU  but  the  ideas  of  it  are 
Mrjr  difffireoti  nor  perhaps  are  there  many 
^i  terms 
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terms  current  in  language  which  are  ib  li 
underftood :  men  commonly  place  it  in  a  lice 
to  do  uDControuledly  whatever  their  defirei 
the  prefenc  impulfe  of  paflion  (haU  prompt  tfa 
to  I  but  the  liberty  of  the  fouB  of  God  ami 
in  an  exemption  from  paflion  and  a  fiiperioi 
to  defire,  fo  as  they  may  be  able  to  choofe  \ 
to  z6i  as  they  will,  upon  all  oocafions,  be 
paflive  in  none  of  their  motions,  nor  hun 
along  impetuoufly  by  any  force  whatfoever^ 

Now  the  two  great  obftacles  againft  t 
freedom  are  Pleafure  and  Pain,  which  the  i 
becillity  of  humah  nature  in  its  prefent  degrai 
flatc  renders  it  unable  to  refift ;  nor  (hall 
ever  become  freemen  until  having  attained  t 
perfedt  power  of  endurance  and  forbearaii 
which  is  to  be  our  deliverance  from  original 
and  thfe  compleating  of  our  Redemptioikii'^ 
is  a  great  work  never  to  be  finiflied  in  tfaisJ 
wherein  yet  we  muft  make  what  prcycfa 
are  able,  or  elfe  fhall  go  out  utteriy  unprq^ 
to  carry  it  on  in  the  next.  "  jd 

Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  be  dil^gfl|l 
loofening  the  bonds  that  hold  us,  which  Ji4l 
two  ways,  either  by  weakening  thejoMM 
our  defires,  or  ftrengthening  our  tfwfr^flie4| 
tion  :  the  former  is  the  more  genetaltyifei|| 
for  we  may  Aarve  deiire  by  keepings 
out  of  the  way  of  temptation,  or ; 
amufements  to  engage  us  fromit.K'i 
ter  is  the  more  defiral>le>.  as 
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the  other  withio  it»  for  every  throwing  of  the 
adverfary  leflens  his  vigor  while  it  adds  to  our 
0W9,  and  it  is  always  eileemed  more  advan- 
ttf;eous  to  beat  an  enemy  in  open  field  where 
k  can  be  done,  than  to  elude  bis  grafp  by 
^ratag^ms  or  countermarches. .  But  to  qualify 
us  for  the  day  of  battle,  it  will  be  neceiTary  to 
prepare  beforehand  by  difcipline  and  exercifes, 
and  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  fuch  parties  as 
we  can  maAer,  whereby  to  acquire  experience 
and  hardinefs  to  cope  wichthe  moref  ormidable. 
He  then  who  is  duly  fenfible  of  his  natural 
Iveaknefs  will  endeavour  to  mend  it  by  feafon- 
d)le  ielf-denials»  refufing  himfelf  innocent  plea- 
fans  that  they  may  not  get  him  within  the 
fpbci:^  of  their  attradion,  nor  become  necefTary 
10  him,  and  undergoing  fome  fatigues  and  trou- 
bles not  immediately  needful,  that  he  may  not 
be  afraid  of  them  when  expedient ;  that  he  may 
iMve  the  entire  command  of  his  own  adions, 
Itid  be  able  to  take  up  or  lay  down  his-afiec- 
ions  and  averfions  with  the  fame  eafe  as  he 
void  fie  down  to  a  game  at  cards  with  pleafure, 
ir  let  it  alone  without  hankering,  or  as  he  could 
|0  out  in  a  rainy  day«  if  there  were  occafion, 
ikb  tranquillity,  or  comfort  himfelf  with  the 
ihooghts  of  having  a  dry  houfe  over  his  head. 
r  .a.  But  there  are  grievous  miilakes  made  upon 
bb  article  of  felf*denial  for  want  of  bearing 
Ift .  jnind  the  ufe  and  intention  of  it,  which  is 
imie  other  than  to  preferve  our  independency 
n-  againft 
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Bgaioft  all  attempts  of  dcfisfti  or  fear  co  brii^ 
us  ioto  {ubjedbn  under  them.  8onK  efteem 
it  A  thing  good  in  itfelfs  «ii  acoeptabk  f^hnif 
to  God  when  they  facrifice  «U  thnr  «nj<qFmeot 
^d  thdkr  eafe  to  fdeafekimi  therefore  die  mdR 
they  affii£t  themfelves  by  abftioences  and  afr 
Verities,  the  richer  their  h<de*eauft  will  be. 

Bot  God  defires  no  fiich  facrifice,  nor  ia  he 
'pleafcd  with  -the  fufieriiigs  of  hia  creatttitk 
He  gave  4ia  our  ondence  that  we  might  be 
capable  of  enjoyment,  he  has  fpread  iniMBBieM- 
Ible  blcflings  around  us  upon  the  earth,  that  we 
xxMghc  be  happy  in  the  right  uie  of  them,  nd 
we  ferve  him  beft  when  we  take  tiie  maft^ai* 
fcAual  methods  to  fecure  happiqefi  for  oarfihm 
together  with  our  fellow  creatures,  for  ^NrUdl 
purpofe  as  I  have  ihown  before,  aH  oorrdl* 
gious  duties  and  iervices  are  calculatedi    ili 
^as  made  fatisfiidicm  the  firft  and  conftflK 
mover  of  our  adions,  he  has  fendered^n  uA 
uneafinefs  abhorrent  to  our  nature,  nor  AmM 
we  ever  have  inducement  to  Air  a  finger,  if  fH 
could  once  become  totally  indifFerenC  to  bodu 
but  as  a  man  in  trade  muft  exhauft  his  cqAm 
to  buy  merchandize,  by  the  profit  wheseof  Is 
may  replenift)  them  the  fuller,  fo  it  often  fiqh 
pens  that  our  fole  avenue  to  pleafure  lies  thcoi^ 
pain,  in  which  cafe  it  is  prudent  .to  diiharfiuMr 
hoards  of  eafe  and  enjoyment  for  jthe  fake  aCit 
larger  return,  fo  that  we  purfoe  pkaliarbiOTHI 
while  ruaniog  voluntarily  into  tfouiileSt.     .    ^ 

ThCRN 
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Therefore  the  profpedt  of  fome  addition  to. 
oar  happinefs  is  the  only  juftifiable  ground  of 
ielf-denialy  nor  as  I  hiVe  faid  formerly,  would 
I  have  a  man  ever  deny  himfelf  any  thing, 
uolefs  in  order  to  pleafe  himfelf  better  thereby 
another  time:    not  that   I  expedt  he  fhould 
alinrays  clearly  difcern  that  confequence,  for  the 
arts  of  moral  prudence  refpe£ting  remote  ad-' 
vantj^es  are  not  traceable  by  every  body,  nor 
compleatly  by  any  body^    therefore  he  muft 
take  guidance  from  the  rules  eftabliihed  upon 
the  experience  of  others,  urho  have  hung  them 
oat  as  marks  for  the  diredion  of  fuch  as  are 
iinacquainted  wich  the  road.    But  whoever  firfl 
laid  oiown  the  rules  Qughc  to  have  difcerned  the 
beneEts  refulting  naturally  from  them,  or  he 
a£b  ^ceitfuUy,  and  he  that  follows  them  pro- 
ceeds upon  a  confidence  of  their  having  been 
£>  laid  oown :  for  if  he  has  not  a  dlfcernmenc 
of  his  own  of  the  benefit  to  accrue,,  nor  the 
£ui£doD  o^  a  rule,  or  thii^ks  to  refine  upon  rhis 
teachers  by  exceeding  the  auilericies  prefcribed 
without  a  clear  view  of  their  expedience  he 
a£fa  foolifhly  and  inconfiderately,  if  not  wick- 
edly.    And  the  affliftion  of  ourfelves  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  necefTary  ingredient  in  felf-denials, 
that  we  ought  to  make  our  principal  aim  to 
adtmit  as  little  of  it  as  poflible  in  the  exercifes 
i£  them  s  for  the  cheerfullcr  and  eafier  we  can 
|p  through  the  talk,  the  fofcer  we  "can  make 
the  burden  fie  upon  our  ^(houlders^  the  more 

L  man- 


i62  Seif-dem^l  -Chap,  ja 

manfully  we  can  perfbrm  our  earerdfo,  £> 
much  the  better  and  fo  much  the  more  accept- 
able in  the  fight  of  Ketyen,  as  being  i  com- 
pleater  conqueft  over  the  enemy,  and  a  gfeater 
improvement  of  our  own  (Irength,  which  wtll 
enable  as  to  purfoe  our  advantages  for  the  fiittift 
without  trouble  from  thofe  allurements  and 
terrors  that  ufed  to  prove  an  ob(bck  before. 

For  the  only  purpofe  <rf  felf-denki  is  for 
inuring  us  to  do  the  fiime  things  we  did  under 
it,  without  any  reluAance  or  felf-denial  atalf; 
and  the Tooner  we  acquire  this  habtr,  thelfeb 
^\Ve  '(hall  fuffer  in  the  learning,  and  the  msn 
efiedtually  we  (hall  anfwer  our  purpoie.  Tfiiit^ 
Tore  it  is  advifeable  to  Mke  oar  eye  oflfasmtlA 
as  poflible  from  the  greatnefs  of  the  diffialldlb  i 
we^undertake,  and  fix  it  upon  thea^vahll^^ 
'we  promife  ourfelves  therefrom,  o^  upon  the 
coiffciDufnefs  of  reAitude,  which  is  a  certgb 
evidence  of  advantages  we  do  not  ftc: 
when  by  this  means  we  have  in  time 
the  difficulty  to  be  none,  it  will  both  encoun 
and  pKpare  us  to  furmount  greater  diffictildi 
in  like  manner. 

3.  Neverthelefs  it  behoves  us  to  ofe  condafi 
as  well  as  courage,  and  manage  prudently  it 
well  in  rcfpcft  to  the  time  of  making  our  at- 
tacks^ the  quarters  where  they  may  be  praclta* 
ble>  as  the  choice  of  fuch  adver£uics  as  prove 
our  greateft  annoyance,  and  to  aiake 
retreat  whenever  overaiatched :  lor  « 


Chap.  30.  Self-deniaL  163 

debility  is  fuch,  that  we  have  need  of  all  our 
circumfpedion  and  contrivance  to  do  any  good 
with  it. 

There  are  people  who  never  think  of  difci* 
pline  while  things  go  on  fmoothly  and  cur. 
rently,  but  when  fome  afflidion  or  pain  falls 
upon  them,  or  lownefs  of  fpirits  opprefTes  them* 
then  they  will  needs  refolve  upon  great  achieve- 
ments, when  having  enough  to  do  to  fupporS 
the  pre/ent  prefTure  they  lie  under.  This  is  ill 
timing  of  things,  it  is  whetting  the  fword  when 
the  ^nemy  draws  clofe  upon  them.  But  the 
ibfons  of  profperity  are  the  proper  feafons  for 
iclf-denial,  when  the  fpirits  are  ftrong,  the 
forces  frefh,  and  the  mind  at  eafe  to  look  about 
iHd  contrive ;  for  then  the  Siren  enemies  are 
bofieft  about  us,  then  are  we  bed  able  to  cope 
wkh  them,  and  then  is  the  time  to  lay  in  a 
4oek  of  patience  and  hardinefs,  which  we  may 
find  thA  benefit  of  in  time  of  trial,  whether 
«poii  fome  grievance  befalling  or  fomc  arduous 
ftrvioe  requiring  our  difpatch. 

Others  there  are,  who  can  be  fatlsfied  with 
nothing  lefs  than  heroifm  in  felf-denial,  they 
mnft  be  Alexanders  to  carry  the  world  before 
diem,  or  Herculefes  to  fubdue  all  monfters. 
Thole  are  commonly  people  who  proceed  upon 
Ae  -inoiive  of  fear  ^nd  obligation :  they  muft 
wage  perpetual  war  againft  all  the  enemies  of 
God,  or  they  (hall  incur  his  wrath  and  be  de- 
lliwed  over  to  the  devil. 
'  .  .  L  2  It 
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It  is  indeed  our  duty  to  fubdac  all  enemies 
we  can,  but  the  addition  of  We  can  will  make 
large  deductions  from  the  particle  All ;  and 
there  is  no  duty  in  attacking  thofe  we  cannot 
overcome,  nor  will  the  devil  lay  hold  of  us  for 
the  omiffion.  We  are  to  wage  perpetual  war^ 
but  our  warfare  confifts  more  in  vigilance  to 
take  all  advantages,  than  in  bravery  to  challenge 
every  foe,  and  even  when  we  do  exert  our 
vigour  it  mufl  be  guided  and  tempered  hy  dif* 
cretion.  When  men  drive  furiouily  on  with  a 
refolotion  to  dorm  heaven  at  once  by  violence^ 
they  become  righteous  over  much»  that  is»  er- 
roneoufly  fo ;  they  would  make  clear  work  as 
they  go  along,  cutting  up  every  defire,  root  and 
branchy  eradicating  every  ieniibility  of  pain  m 
terror  or  uneafinefs. 

But  our  defires  and  our  averfions  are  neceflary 
to  us,  for  without  them  we  could  have  no  choice 
of  adion :  the  bufinefs  is  to  prevent  their  getting 
head  fo  far  as  to  impofe  a  choice  upon  us,  that 
we  may  be  always  free  to  choofe  for  ourfelve$| 
but  we  can  choofe  no  otherwife  than  upon  the 
judgement  of  what  is  moft  deiirable,  or  cleared 
of  confequences  to  which  we  are  averfe:  net* 
ther  (hould  we  know  wherein  to  ferve  our 
neighbour,  if  we  couM  meet  with  one  who 
had  neither  defire  to  gratify,  nor  fear  to  be  de- 
livered from. 

But  it  often  happens  that  fuch  as  will  oeedi 
be  righteous  over  muchi  fail  of  being  righteoqs 

enough} 
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enough;  for  while  eager  on  their  aufteritics, 
abftinences  and  arduous  enterprizes,  the  enemy 
comes.behind  and  trips  them  up,  fo  as  to  difable 
rhfm  from  acquitting  the  common  offices  of 
life,  or  perhaps  their  very  eagernefs  turns  inta 
a  pafiien,  which  requires  a  particular  felf-denial 
to  mafter  it.  But  a  wife  General  '^will  take' 
good  care  of  his  own  territory  before  he  thinks 
of  making  inroads,  and  leave  no  little  ftrong 
hold  ontaken  behind  him,  while  marching  in- 
eonfidcrately  into  the  heart  of  the  enemies 
country. 

Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  become  perfcdl 
in  common  goodpefs,  before  we  aim  at  extra- 
ordinary: to  take  care  there  be  no  unnatural 
eravhigs  in  eating  and  drinking,  for  dainties, 
elegancies  or  curioficies,  no  indulgence  of  the 
pllow,  averfion  to  trouble,  impatience  under 
pouo,  crofs  accident  or  difappointment,  lifllef- 
Mis  or  dilatorinefs  in  bulinefs,  vexation  at  being 
put  cut  of  our  way,  pronentfs  to  murmur,  to 
defpond,  to  cenfure,  to  defpife,  to  draw  com-* 
parifonSj  no  unevennefs  of  temper  nor  other 
fitch  evil  habits  which  are  frequently  con- 
nfted  unwarily  by  giving  too  clofe  an  atten- 
tioD  to  feats  of  extraordinary  prowefs. 

Since  then  we  have  not  eyes  to  look  every 
where,  nor  forces  to  a£t  offcnfively  againfl  all 
enemies  at  once,  it  becomes  us  to  level  our  bat-. 
teries  againft  thofe  that  give  us  the  greateft 
ttooyaoce,  to  difcover  the  fms  that  do  fo  eafily 

L  3  befet 
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befet  us,  to  coDfider  our  ftation  in  lifi^  our 
particular  duties,  the  works  we  have  toiio^  md 
apply  ourfelf-denial  to  the  beft  advanuge  lor 
removing  thofe  obflacles,  which  ufed  to  rdacd 
us  in  the  performance  of  them.    If  withoat 
DcgleA  of  this  fervice  we  can  acquire  higher 
degrees  o^endurance  and  forbearance,  qualify- 
ing us  to  perform  extraordinary  fervices,  it  is  a 
glorious  achievement :  but  we  (hall  do  right  id 
be  cautious  in  ftruggling  with  a  potent  gdver- 
fary,  for  when  we  find  him  too  much  for  m 
it  will  be  prudent  to  retire  in  time,  becanie  bf 
perfifling  obflinately  to  ftrive  againft  an  infiff- 
mounuble  difficulty,     we    only   exhauft  oar 
ftrength  and  leave  ourfelves  defencelefs  againft 
the  firft  aflailant  that  (hall  afterwards  attack 
us. 

And  before  we  beftir  ourfelves  much  H 

gain  extraordinary  powers,   it  will  be 

while  to  confider  what  good  we  could  do 

them  if  we  had  them:  for  if  they^ would JlB 

ufelefs  in  our  hands,  it  can  be  but  labour  llA 

to  take  pains  in  the  acquifition.     How  wwM 

the  man  of  fortune  be  more  ferviceable  if  IM 

could  bear  the  burdens  of  the  porter,  or  M^ 

dure  his  coarfenefs  of  diet  and  naftinefi  cf  lifc 

ing  ?    We  who  are  happily  placed  in  a  comoy 

of  liberty  where  Religion  has  the  protedjoBtf 

laws,  what  could  we  do  more  for  its  intcnll 

if  we  were  able  to  fufFer  martyrdom,  to  M» 

^ce  houfes,   poflefTions^  wives^  childrGlb  («ii 

1 
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and  Ufc>  for  the  lakh?  I  do  not  deoy  that  thoib 
are  valuable  and  defirable  qualities,  if  they 
were  to  be  had  with  a  wifli ;  but  how  is  it  our 
duty  to  toil  and  Aruggle  for  them  while  we 
have  other  work  enough  upon  our  hands?  For 
in  all  our  motions  we  are  to  regard  |)i^  C3Jil  of 
heaven  fignified  by  the  talents  and  opportunities 
afforded  us,  and  the  ways  wherein  our  induftry 
may  prove  efFedtive  to  fome  beneficial  purpofe, 
and  to  pradtife  fuch  difcipline  or  other  methods, 
as  will  better  qualify  us  to  obey  the  call. 

We  are  taught  to  pray  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,  which  would  be  fuperfluous  if  it 
were  expeded  from  us  to  become  capable  of 
refilling  all  temptation :  therefore  we  need  not 
be  difturbed  at  wanting  the  firmnefs  fufficient 
to  carry  us  through  all  kinds  of  labours,  trou- 
bles^ diftrefles  and  fuflferings  whereof  we  have 
heard*  or  feen  examples.  For  though  a  pru- 
dent General  will  leave  nothing  to  chance  that 
•he  can  help,  yet  for  all  his  prudence  a  great 
deal  will  f):ill  remain  in  the  power  of  chance ; 
nor  can  we  expedt,  like  the  arrogant  Stoics, 
ever  to  make  ourfelves  fecure  againft  being 
hurt  by  the  malice  of  fortune,  for  this  would 
raife  us  to  a  Aate  of  independency ;  but  this 
will  not  dejed  us  when  we  reflect  whofe  dif- 
poial  fortune  lies  under. 

For  we  may  contemplate  all  the  burdens, 
bard  fervices  and  evils  incident  to  human  life 
•without  terror,  and  enter  upon  any  of  them, 
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when  called  thereto,  with  coarage,  as  confid- 
ing in  the  Goodnefs  of  God,  that  he  will  not 
lead  us  into  temptation  above  what  we  are  able 
to  bear,  or  will  with  the  temptation  alfo  make 
a  way  to  efcape,  whereby  if  we  are  not  nowi 
we  may  become  able  to  bear  it. 

4.  The  proper  end  of  felf-denial  is  eafe  and 
enlargement  of  power,  to  bring  oyr  defires  and 
averfions  under  fuch  difcip^ne,  a;  that  they 
may  never  obftruf):  nor  trouble  us  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  our  trueft  interefts  and  enjoyoaenti: 
therefore  thofe  are  mifchievous  and  blamabk 
aufterities  that  weaken  our  natural  powers  and 
appetites,  which  are  'the  inftruments  given  of 
whereby  to  help  ourfelves  upon  all  occafiont 
He  that  fails  till  he  has  deftroyed  the  tone  ojf 
his  ftomach,  till  he  has  emaciated  himfelf  or 
brought  a  feeblenefs  upon  his  mufcles  and  a 
poverty  into  his  blood,  has  very  ill  beftowed  hit 
pains:  for  what  avails  it  to  remove  obftacles  to, 
your  work  if  you  likewife  remove  away  all  the 
ability  you  had  to  perform  any  ?  He  who  (hati 
himfelf  up  from  all  enjoyments  of  the  worid 
until  he  has  loft  all  knowledge  in  the  ways  of 
the  world,  only  makes  himfelf  a  lefs  ufefid 
member  of  fociety,  than  thofe  who  drive  akmg 
in  the  torrent  of  impulfe  with  the  common  roh 
of  mankind. 

For  as  I  have  remarked  in  a  foregoidg  Cbap- 
ter,  fome  indulgence  is  necclTary  to  fuppoll 
the  health,  to  recreate  the  fpirits,  to  itve  <k 

ftrength 
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ftrcngth  for  great  occafions,  to  give  a  brifk- 
nefs  and  chcerfulnefs  to  our  motions,  to  leave 
us  at  Icifure  for  learning  and  obfcrvation  ot 
what  pafles  around,  and  for  receiving  the  influ* 
encc  of  fympathy  by  which  the  benefits  of 
fociety  are  principally  conveyed. 

It  is  a  very  nice  point  to  know  cxaflly  how 
far  to  indulge,  and  when  to  deny,  and  there- 
fore defervcs  the  more  diligent  ftudy :  but  what 
have  we  elfe  to  do  than  live  and  learn?  nor  is 
there  a  more  profirable  fciencc  to  be  ftudicd 
than  the  right  timing  and  proper  application  of 
our  refolution.  For  as  with  refpedt  to  the 
company  or  the  world  about  us,  compliance  is 
a  virtue  but  paflivencfs  a  fatal  error,  foit  is  in 
mt  tranfaftions  at  home  among  our  own  de- 
fires :  we  muft  fuflFer  them  to  lead  but  never  to 
drive  us,  nor  even  to  lead  unlefs  when  we  fuf- 
fer  it,  keeping  the  reins  always  in  our  hand 
though  we  do  not  always  ufe  them,  and  hav- 
ing our  eyes  conftantly  open  that  we  may  fee 
the  way  before  us,  fo  as  to  know  upon  all  oc- 
c^ms  why  we  give  way,  and  why  we  re- 
,u^:n:  for  this  b  that  common  fcnfc  which 
i$  more  valuable  than  fine  fcnfc,  that  difcretion 
which  ftcers  equally  clear  from  the  follies  of 
impulfe,  and  the  extravagancies  of  rigid  Philo- 
fophy  or  righteoufoefs  over  much* 

Excefs  of  felf- denial  often   f 
fund  of  lazinefe  larking  at  bottc 
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at  oncc»  that  they  may  have  nothing  left  to  do 
afterwards:  and  fomecimes  as  already  noticed 
in  the  laft  fe&ion»  felf-denial  itfelf  by,  growing 
eager  will  corrupt  into  a  paffion.    In  this  cafe 
it  becomes  an  enemy  as  much  as  any  other  paf- 
fion it  has  fubdued^  and  as  much  requires  an- 
other felf*denial  to  bring  it  down,  by  reiifting 
its  impulfes  that  it  may  not  run  away  with  os. 
For  if  we  cannot  break  off  our  labours  and 
our  aufterities  upon  occafion  without  vexing 
and  hankering  after  themi  we  are  not  freemeoi 
but  have  let   this  mod  excellent  fervant  eih 
croach  upon  us  till  he  is  become  our  mailer: 
therefore  it  is  expedient  to  keep  him  within  hit 
duty  by  purpofed  interruptions,  and  a  ready 
compliance  with    avocations  of  bufinefs,    or 
amufement  that  any  body  fhall  throw  in  oor 
way  \  for  without  fome  fuch  caution  we  may 
run  a  great  hazard  of  growing  righteous  over 
much. 

So  that  it  is  a  vain  imagination  to  think  of 
doing  our  bufinefs  by  a  ftrong  exertion  ODCe 
for  all,  but  the  defire  of  having  no  further  need 
of  felf- denial  is  perhaps  the  propenfity  moft  ex« 
pedient  for  us  to  fubdue;  for  this  life  is  a 
fchool  and  a  warfare,  wherein  we  muft  always 
be  exerciling,   always  improving  and  always 
contefling;  our  greateft  eafe  muft  fpringfrooi 
the  expedtation  before  hand  of  never  being  at 
reft,  and  like  the  Spartans,  inuring  our  miii4 
to  a  military  (late,  keeping  a  conilant  look  oot| 

.    and 
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St3d  ftanding  in  readincfs  to  mardi,  to  counter- 
march, and  change  our  meafurcs  alerily,  a$ 
occalioD  Oiall  require.  But  it  is  not  eafy  at  ail 
titties  to  fee  where  the  enemy  lurks,  for  the 
pafljons  often  urge  to  very  rigorous  denials  of 
one  another,  in  which  cafe  we  may  be  (Ircngth- 
ening  impulfe  by  the  very  exercifcs  with  which 
we  think  to  fubdue  it* 

Ambition  will  drive  through  toils  and  ftrug-* 
gles,  abftinencies  of  all  kinds^  patience  of  pains^ 
fatigues,  con  trad  idlions  and  indignities  >  the 
pallion  of  being  admired  has  made  fome  girls 
almoft  ftarve  themfelves  for  a  (hape^  and  do^ 
more  than  Popi(h  penance  in  (lays  uneafier 
than  a  hair  fiiirt^  nor  is  there  any  favourite 
fchcme  men  have  ftrongly  at  heart  which  may 
not  enable  them  to  do  and  fuffer  great  things 
for  accomplifliing  it :  all  this  while  they  fancy 
themfelves  miracles  of  patience  and  refolution» 
but  are  indeed  driven,  like  a  nail  with  a  ham- 
mer, by  the  force  of  one  paffion,  furmounting 
the  rcfiftance  of  another*  It  may  be  good  policy 
to  employ  thofe  champions  to  bring  down  a 
ftubborn  foe  too  ftrong  for  our  fober  reafon  to 
deal  with,  but  they  will  conquer  for  them- 
felves, not  for  U5|  unlefs  we  keep  them  difci- 
plincd  from  time  to  time  by  feafonablc  felf- 
denials  of  the  pafHoiis  they  indigate  in  us. 

5»  There  is  a  difciplinc  which  Providence 
cxcrcifes  upon  us  in  the  pains,  afflidions,  dif- 
appointment)    and    other    trials    interfperfed 

among 
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among  mankind)  of  which  we  may  make  good 
profit  by  flriving  againft  the  defiies  that  are 
particularly  hurt  by  them.  They  are  not  in-^ 
deed  felf-denials  becaufe  not  volontarily  under- 
taken, but  we  may  turn  them  to  the  ianie  ufe, 
and  they  were  fent  with  defign  tb  be  fo 
turned. 

This  refleftion  whilp  a  nuui  can  hold  it  lively 
In  his  imagination,  might  encourage  him  to 
Arive  for  his  prefent  cafe  and  future  profit  by 
endeavouring  to  leflen  his  averfion  to  the  ptef- 
fqre  laid  upon  him :  he  will  fcarce  be  able  to 
do  this  compleatly,  nor  need  he  think  amifs  of 
himfelf  that  he  cannot,  for  human  infirmity  is 
not  a  fault ;  but  the  perfuafion  of  fuch  a  power 
being  a  defirable  thing,  if  it  could  be  acquired, 
will  help  by  little  and  little  to  a  confent  and 
acquiefcence  of  the  mind  in  his  burdens  with- 
out any  want  of  a  riddance  from  them. 

But  where  there  is  no  want  there  is  no  im- 
becillity;  you  may  hold  your  hand  near  \ 
roafting  fire  fo  long  as  you  can  keep  from 
wanting  to  get  rid  of  the  burning  heat,  though 
you  feel  the  fmart  you  do  not  fuffer  by  it,  mlf 
are  forced  to  fnatch  your  hand  away.  Thil  if 
called  patience,  and  anfwers  the  fame  p\ 
as  felf  denial,  by  weakning  thofe  avc 
which  (land  in  our  way  agaioft  the  prolecD^ 
of  advantageous  fchemes.  Neverthde(s  lAil^ 
exemption  from  want  does  not  neoeflkAtT 
banilh  defire,  for  we  may  defire  a  thing  in 

OA 
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^ut  wanting  It:  neither  need  the  fulleft  confent 
:>f  the  mind  to  burdens  we  cannot  help,  with- 
hold us  from  cfFcdting  our  deliverance  as  foon 
IS  we  can;  for  as  I  have  faid  in  a  former 
place,  we  are  to  kifs  the  rod  of  affliftion,  not 
Lo  court  it. 

Enjoyment  is  our  proper  goal,  nor  are  we 
aver  to  take  the  mirv  road  of  pain  and  trouble 
vblunrarily,  unlefs  upon  a  reafonable  profped 
of  its  leading  thereto :  when  God  calls  to  trials 
wc  may  depend  they  are  for  our  benefit,  but 

k  moment  he  opens  a  way  to  efcape  the  call 
fcs,  nor  (hall  we  ever  ferve  cither  him  or 
ourfelves  by  running  into  them  needlefly. 


CHAP.     XXXI. 


Habits. 


jf  T  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  laft 
■  Volume  I  made  a  triple  diviCon  of  the 
numan  compound  into  Body,  mental  organiza- 
tion, and  perceptive  Spirit,  The  laft,  which 
Nnc  is  properlf  ourfelves,  the  other  two  hav- 
;  only  a  borrowed  perfonality  while  in  vtrsl 
union  therewith,  can  receive  no  altc 
cither  in  form  or  quality,  but  muft  coi: 
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for  ever  the  fame,  unlefi  it  fliould  pleafe  God 
by  an  immediate  zGt  of  his  Omnipotence  to  it- 
create  it  in  another  natare :  for  every  alteration 
proceeds  from  a  different  diipofition  of  part^ 
or  acceflion  of  new  parts,  or  fubtradion  of  okj^ 
none  of  which  can  happen  to  the  Spirit,  at 
being  an  individual  having  no  parts,  nor  capa- 
ble of  admitting  any :  it  can  only  change  its 
condition  by  having  a  different  fet  of  otpsA 
whereby  to  perceive,  and  of  inftruraents 
wherewith  to  ad.  But  the  other  two  bdif 
material  compofitions,  may  admit  of  aken» 
lion,  and  it  behoves  us  fo  far  as  in  our  powe^ 
lies,  to  work  fuch  as  may  prove  an  amcndmeot 
of  them  in  form  and  quality :  more  efpecially 
the  fecond  part  in  the  divifion  which  is  oar 
more  infeparable  companion,  and  to  fhare  in 
our  perfonality  for  a  long,  long  continuance, 
after  we  (hall  have  taken  final  leave  of  the 
other. 

But  how  (hall  we  go  to  work  for  managing 
either  of  them  ?  we  cannot  come  at  them  \xj 
manual  operation,  nor  take  their  fpringjB  to 
pieces,  as  one  might  the  works  of  a  clock,  fa 
order  to  file  or  ftraighten,  or  clean  or  redify  them 
in  any  refpeft.  The  bodily  movements  we  illty 
help  a  little  by  diet,  medicine  and  exetcii^ 
but  none  of  thefe  methods  will  touch  the  f^ 
ritual  body,  nor  even  the  finer  circulations  (tf 
the  carnal,  wherein  its  paflions,  inclinatioo^ 
aver(ions,  imaginations,   combmations,   traiiis 

of 


rf  idcMi  and  all  the  modhanical  SmpQlfes  de- 
pend. Tet  thefe  are  the  fabj^  ^e  are  to 
vrork  lipon/tbe  engines  we  have  to  employ, 
IS  well  for  fccaring  ourfetves  and  our  fellow 
nwreilers  an  agreeable  pafllge  along  thik'pre-  < 
lent  ftage  of  our  journey,  as  providing  a  good  ' 
conftitDtion  for  the  ihncr  body  whdi^ewieh  it 
may  rife  to  health/  and  vigor  and  hapjpinefs^ 
b  the  next 

Bat  we  can  fcarce  have  profited  fo  littl<;  by 
o^ierience  as  to  fait  of  ohferving,  that  ijaeas 
rife,  whether  in  clufters  together,  or'fnccef- 
fivdy,  in  the  fame  otder  yherdn  they  hay^ 
been  fieqtiently  introddced ;  the  animal  ipirits 
wlddi  tadl  them  up  drCuflSitibg  more  res^ilyj 
tte tfaegro^ -fluids,  in ibofe  channels  ^bich 
have  been  worn  finooth  by  contintriEit^paila'ge. 

From  faeAce  proceed  our  habits  both  of 
afiing  and  thinking,  for  both  depend  upon  the 
fame  caufe,  to  wit,  the  fpontaneous  or  me- 
chanical rifing  of  ideas  in  our  thought ;  For  our 
ifiions  coqftantly  follow  the  apprehenfioos  and 
motives  occurring  firom  time  to  time,  which 
diOBgb  they  may  be  fometimes  called  up  by 
die  onderltanding,  yet  ariie  for  the  mofl  part 
fiom  our  cuflomary  trains  of  thinking :  or  if 
judgement  does  dired  to  an  end,  the  ileps  to 
lie  taken  in  profecution  of  it  muft  be  fpggefted 
%y  habit,  or  the  buiinefs  will  not  go  on  readily 
ud  curreody. 
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This  is  particularly  evident  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, which  how  thoroughly  foever  a  maa 
may  be  ikilled  in,  he  will  not  be  able  to  tilk 
without  much  practice,  whereas  in  our  volgv 
tongue  if  the  fubjedt  does  not  require  thoa^ 
there  wants  none  to  run  on  fluently  with  a  tor- 
rent of  words  by  the  hour  together,  and  fome* 
times  people  will  blurt  out  things  inadvertent- 
ly, which  if  judgement  had  been  awake  it 
would  have  fuppreffed. 

All  our  arts  and  ways  of  a£ting,  the  mtnage- 
nent  of  our  limbs  and  expertnefs  of  every  luod 
derives  from  habit,  nor  can  fcience  proceed 
without  a  peculiar  art  in  mar(balling  the 
thoughts;  the  turns  of  genius  too  and  acquind 
taftes  were  taken,  I  conceive,  from  fome  hJtAh 
tual  bias  the  young  imagination  had  fallen  into 
early,  for  elfe  were  they  the  fole  gift  of  nature 
why  (hould  they  be  fo  various  among  man- 
kind, but  fo  generally  fimilar  in  particok 
times  and  countries  ?  But  all  habits  muft  have 
a  beginning,  being  generated  by  fihgle  aAl 
either  of  external  objeds,  or  example  and  fymr 
pathy,  or  of  our  own  induflry,  and  may  W 
loft  again  by  difufe,  occafioned  either  by  dif* 
continuance  of  the  like  caufes,  or  their  workr 
ing  out  different  channels. 

Since  then  habits  are  of  fo  great  eflSlcacy  to 
determine  the  colour  of  our  lives,  and  the  laft 
mentioned  only  of  the  three  caufes  prodadqg 
them  lies  within  our  power,  but  the  other  two 

no 
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further  than  as  we  may  afc  that  to  put  our 
s  within  their  influence  or  to  avoid  it,  wc 
1  do  wifely  to  apply  our  beft  fkill  and  dili- 
gence for  encouraging  or  contra<fling  fuch  of 
ihem  as  may  be  lalutary,  and  elcaping  or 
king  fuch  as  are  pernicious. 

But  the  principal  habit  bed  deferving  our 
ivation  is  that  of  induftry  itfelf,  which  as 
y  fhown  does  not  He  fo  much  in  a  conti- 
1  laborious  application,  as  in  a  calm  fteady 
vigilance  to  aft  always  with  confcioufnefs  or 
jadvertcncy  as  well  in  matters  of  fmall  as 
greater  moment,  and  with  a  confent  of  the 
jgdgement  whether  paffcd  deliberately  or  in- 
ively  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  occa- 
;  if  this  cannot  be  done  without  ftrenuous 
tion  it  indicates  a  deficiency  of  habit,  for 
igs  wc  are  well  habituated  to  wc  do  eafily, 
ith  no  ftrain  upon  the  mind  to  hold  it  attcn- 

^crhaps  it  will  be  faid  that  fuch  habit  is  not 
pcrfciflly  learned  ;  I  know  it  is  not,  there- 
fore would  not  have  it  impofed  as  an  indifpen- 
ible  taik,  for  I  am  for  making  as  little  ufc  of 
obligation  as  poffiblc,  becaufc  in  difficult  cafes 
}t  oficoer  diflieartens  than  ftimulates:  but  if 
ihc  benefits  of  fuch  habit  were  contemplated, 
defire  of  obtaining  ihem  drawing  men  to 
all  opportunities  of  advancing,  they  might 
iaily  make  fome  progrefs  in  it ;  and  moderate 
forts  continually  repeated  will  fuffice  to  work 
M  a  habit 
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a  habit  mach   better  than  violent 
which  can  be  made  only  now  and  thea 

This  confirms  what  I  have  urged  befoK 
cerning  the  imprudence  of  beii^  rigfateout 
much,  which  would  attempt  to  live  in  fervoa 
of  devotiony  or  to  (hape  the  whde  coiidu&  hf 
the  higheft  rules  of  abftrajEt^  re£titude^  fir 
fuch  ftrenuous  exertions  exhauft  the  fpirink 
and  in  die  intervals  while  they  are  cxhaiiflBdi 
things  muft  be  done  inadvertently}  wb^r^fixf 
an  attention  to  the  lights  flowing  almoft  %i^ 
taneouily  frpnx  the  rules  of  coounon  phi^cofil 
or  propriety  in  the  ordinary  tranfad^o^s  a^ 
intercourfes  of  the  world,  is  neceflary  to  fednff^ 
the  habit  of  ading  advertently,  which  wa  huA 
begun  in  our  ferious  exercifes :  for  it  is  tb^  natt 
imporunt  of  the  two  to  bring  the.coqdiiAlt 
follow  fteadily  the  judgiCipi^pt  occurrjog,  4feMl 
to  have  the  judgement  itfelf  exadly  iBfeniial»r. 

The  refidence  of  this  habit  feems  to  bo^lv 
the  fpiriiual  body,  wherefore  the  acqiufidoB 
of  it  is  the  bed  improvement  we  can 
therein:  not  that  I  fuppofe  any  of  our 
our  appetites,  our  expertnefs  or  ftores  of  knoiA 
ledge,  (hall  remain  with  us  after  our  difiHlF 
tion;  for  fince  the  objeds  we  (hall 
converfe  with,  and  functions  we  (hall 
perform  are  likely  to  be  totally 
the  prefent,  the  retention  of  our  old  idcMu^ 
ways  would  make  them  extremely  tronfaldapli^ 
and  render  every  thing  (Irange.    For  novol^olfc 

diftRAt 


different  from  ftrangcocis,  one  is  engaging,  the 
other  unplcalant,  but  new  objc^ls  are  made 
ftmnge  only  by  fome  difcordance  with  old 
trains.  When  children  arc  fir  ft  born  every 
tiling  mud  be  new  to  them  but  nothing  ftrangc, 
Dmil  they  become  familiar  with  nurfe  and 
mamma,  and  then  they  take  violent  diftafte  at 
ilrangc  faces. 

But  ufe  and  habit  are  well  known  to  ftrengthen 
the  powers  employed  in  them,  nor  do  they  fail 
to  work  alterations  even  in  the  ftrufture  of  our 
bodily  frame :  why  elfc  do  our  right  arms  grow 
ftrongcr  and  the  palfcs  in  them  more  vigor- 
001,  than  the  left?  why  is  the  flefh  of  the 
laborious  firmer,  and  their  mufcles  better  knit, 
than  of  the  diflolute  and  effeminate,  unlefs  by 
the  efficacy  of  exercifc  to  draw  them  into  a 
clofcr  contexture  ?   A  man  that  had  learned  to 
dance>  or  been  much  praflifed  in  other  exercifcs 
of  ajflivity,  though  by  drinking  the  waters  of 
Lethe  he  (hould  utterly  lofe  all  bis  (kill  and  ex* 
pcrtneiV,  would  neverthclefs  retain  his  ftrcngth 
of  limbs  and  fupplenefs  of  joints,  and  be  able  to 
Icara  the  fame  a^n  or  othdr  feats  of  dexterity 
much  quicker,  than  one  who  had  fpcnt  his 
time  in  lumpilh  indolence.     So  the  faculties  of 
the  fpiritual  body,  though  to  be  employed  in 
irts  inrirely  new,  yet  will  be  better 
n  robuftnefs  and  agility  to  make  pro- 
» them  for  having  been  habituated  to 
M  2  follow 
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follow  the  judgement  direding  upon  its  prefent 
lights. 

3.  Now  the  firft  diredion  of  judgement  n 

to  promote  the  general  incereft  of  the  Univerie 

wiih  which  our  own  (lands  always  infeponblj 

conneded,  as  it  is  the  firft  rule  in  worldlj 

economy  to  uke  care  of  the  main  chance :  bat 

fince  we  know  not  how  to  do  this  for  want  of 

difcernment  to  fee  in  what  particulars  the  great 

general  intcrcll  may  be  affcded,  we  muft  ub 

guidance    from   the  intereHs    of  our    fcUov 

creatures  with  whom  we  have  a  vifiblecoD* 

ne^lion ;  for  thofe  are  the  marks  which  God 

has  given  us  whereby  to  know  his  Will,  lol 

what  courfcs  help  to  carry  on  his  great  de%^ 

the  good  of  the  creation.     Therefore  it  betfovcf 

us  to  provide  ourfelves  with  fych  habits^  a$  wS 

,rfn^r  us  expert  in  promoting  the  b^efic  tt 

enjoyments  of  mankind  whether  in  mind^  bo^ 

or  externals,  and  of  ourfelves  as  being ^iddndW^ 

in  the  number.  ';  t  '  v,.  J 

The  principal  of  thofe  are  faith,  and^-jiipp 

and  charity,  prudence  or  the  faculty  of  lakilsg 

equal  concern  in  t[ie  future  with  the  prefeoi^ 

endurance  of  pain,     trouble  and'  dlfappoiiit- 

ment,  compofure  in  danger,  felf-coromand  ii 

joy,  moderation  in  pleafure,   equitablcncfs  Of 

the  capacity  of  judging  in  another's  caic  as  wc 

would  in  our  own,  adivity  of  Ipirit,  chcarfiil* 

nefs  of  difpofition,  evennefs  of  temper,  utiptr* 

five  compliancej  seadinefs  to  pleai^ 
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10  be  plcnfcd^  and  all  the  other  virtues  that 
contribute  to  ihe  folid  good,  or  innocent  entcr- 
tatfiment  of  life  \  which  are  not  virtues  until 
grown  into  habits  urging  fpontaneoufly  to  adlion . 
Without  needing  to  dive  for  the  reafons  whereon 
chey  were  grounded  and  rendering  the  cxercifts 
of  them  eafy. 

For  eafe  and  pleafure,  as  I  have  often  faid 
before,  are  the  proper  aims  of  purfuit,  but 
then  it  is  that  eafe  which  is  the  offspring  of 
cxpertnefs  not  of  lazinefs,  and  that  pleafurc 
which  has  the  fanflion  of  Judgement.  The 
wife  and  the  foolilh  follow  pleafurc,  though  in 
different  ways,  for  fince  it  is  not  to  be  had 
without  feme  trouble,  the  one  choofes  to  make 
his  paynoents  before  hand,  to  take  pains  for 
fccuring  himfelf  greater  eafe  and  enjoyment, 
like  a  good  economift  who  going  to  market 
with  ready  money  buys  at  the  bcft  hand  and 
has  his  provifions  the  cheaper:  whereas  the 
giddy  fpendthrift  who  takes  them  up  upon  tick, 
never  thinking  of  payment  till  fucd  for  it,  al- 
ways gives  more  than  they  are  worth,  and  is 
badcd  with  a  bill  of  cofts  befide.  This  eafe 
then  which  flaws  from  habit  it  is  both  ouf 
praifc  and  our  interefl  to  dcfire,  and  confe- 
qucntly  to  cultivaie  the  habits  that  will  procure 
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them,  by  the  perfonnance  of  good  works,  and 
by  tracing  oar  references  to  fuch  as  are  nol 
ufually  ftiled  good :  and  as  it  vill  be  very  cafy 
to  fee  the  relation  thofe  other  focial  and  felf« 
fdacing  virtues  bear  to  our  gnmd  intention  of 
glorijfyiog  God,  by  contribadi^  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  creatures,  while  we  keep  this  ida- 
tion  in  mind  we  (hall  ftrengthen  oor  higher 
virtues  in  the  very  z8t  of  improving  the  lower) 
which  are  likewife  to  be  cultivated  by  the  fame 
methods  of  refledion  upon  the  benefits  of  tben^ 
and  affiduicy  in  the  ejcerci(es  c^  them.  For 
affiduity  wUl  do  more  towards  gaining  a  habk 
than  labour  and  esgernefs^  the  latter  may  tie(r% 
neceflary  in  cafes  of  difficulty  to  make  a  be^ 
ning,  but  the  former  mufV  perfed  it,  as  cBe 
fpade  and  pickax  may  be  fervkeablc  to  lefd 
hillocks  in  the  road,  bat  it  is  the  oxitiniiiti 
beating  that  lays  it  fmooth  and  even*  1 

I  do  not  deny  that  what  ftriket  a  ftrong  bi 
predion  upon  the  mind  may  poflibly  give  it  a 
holding  turn  that  (hall  continue  ever  afterwardSi, 
as  a  diftorted  limb  is  fometimes  kt  to^ightis  by 
a  violent  ftretch  ;  and  fo  a  deach  bed  repentance 
may  have  the  like  efied;  upon  the  fpiritual  body 
as  an  habitual  holinefs,  by  forcing  the  joiats  of 
it  into  a  fuppleneis  that  is  ordinarily  the  pco^ 
duce  of  frequent  applications :  but  it  is  veiy 
hazardous  making  fuch  experiments,  and  then* 
fore  much  fafer  to  enter  upoo^ 
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of  falattry  habits  while  we  have  time  before  us 
for  a  gradual  progrefs* 

And  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  the  be  ft 
ufc  of  our  time,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  ftand 
always  upon  the  watch  for  opportonitres  of 
cxercifing  them  j  for  by  accuftoming  ourfelvcs 
fo  10  do,  we  (hall  fall  into  another  habit  intro- 
dudtivc  of  all  the  reft,  I  mean,  that  of  quickncfs 
in  difcerning  our  advanragcs  with  their  par- 
tioilar  ofes,  and  of  eafe  and  readinefs  in  applying 
them  thereto.  We  may  likewife  take  the  be- 
nefit of  example  and  fympathy  from  the  per- 
fons  we  converfe  amongft,  inftead  of  criticizing 
their  drefs,  their  faces  or  their  faults,  we  may 
obferve  what  good  habits  they  have,  and  their 
manner  of  proceeding  in  them,  in  order  both 
to  improve  our  jadgement,  and  ftimulate  our 
indoftry  in  catching  whatever  is  valuable  from 
them :  for  this  is  an  allowable  theft  bccaufe  ic 
enriches  the   taker    without  endanjaging  the 


^r^ 


184  Haiits.  Chap.  31. 

haviour,  mod  of  our  taftcs  and  inclinationis 
and  the  compoiitions,  aflbciations  or  trains  of 
ideas  whereon  knowledge  and  judgement  de- 
pend, are  but  their  cuftooiary  uniting  together 
in  aflemblages,  or  following  fucceffively  in  ha^ 
bitual  tracks. 

Since  then  we  muft  have  fome  habits  or 
other,  and  they  frequently  grow  awry  to  ow 
great  inconvenience  and  damage,  it  will  be 
necefTary  to  guard  againft  evil  habits,  as  Well  ai 
to  cultivate  the  good  ones ;  for  there  is  much 
lefs  trouble  in  preventing  than  remedying  a 
mifchief,  as  it  is  eafier  to  pick  out  weeds  oa 
their  firft  fprouting,  than  after  they  have  (hot 
their  cluflers  of  roots  deep  into  the.grooodt 
therefore  this  ought  to  be  made  a  prnci|Ml 
part  of  our  felf-examinations,  to  obferve  what 
unlucky  cuftoms  are  growing  upon  us,  and  to 
break  them  before  they  become  inveterate. 

Plcafures  as  well  as  toils  and  difficulties  fa^ 
come  indifferent  by  growing  habitual,  for  diD 
one  lofe  their  relifh,  and  the  other  their  irkiaob 
nefs.  The  man  who  goes  to  plow  every  6$fi 
and  he  that  drudges  at  cards  every  day,  pdi 
their  time  much  in  the  fame  degree  of  iklkbo* 
tion,  which  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  fiitt-rf 
eafe ;  but  there  is  this  very  material  diflSsrcnOD 
between  them,  if  you  give  the  labourer  t 
holiday  he  throws  away  his  tackle  with  joyi  tf 
you  debar  the  man  of  pleafure  from  hit  dif 
tomary  amufements,  he  fits  upon  thorns  lillh . 

CIO 
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can  return  to  them  again.  This  we  may  fee 
exemplified  every  Sunday  which  proves  a  day 
of  recreation  to  the  one,  but  a  lamentable  bur- 
den to  the  other,  under  the  weight  of  which 
be  don'c  know  what  to  do  with  himfelf,  unleis 
by  the  two  potent  arguments,  a  laugh  and  an 
exclamation,  he  can  prove  there  is  no  harm  in 
playing  at  cards  on  Sundays  too  :  therefore  if 
there  were  no  other  ufe  in  the  obfervation  of 
that  day,  there  would  be  this,  that  it  ferves  to 
break  into  our  habits,  thereby  preventing  them 
from  gaining  fo  entire  an  afcendant  over  us^ 
that  we  can  never  live  at  reft  without  them. 

For  diverfions,  which  were  at  firft  the  objed 
of  genuine  defire,  by  too  frequent  indulgence 
corrupt  into  wants,  they  then  ceafe  to  delight 
when  we  have  them,  but  only  make  us  uneafy 
when  we  have  them  not :  fo  they  cheat  man- 
kind into  a  falfe  eftimation  of  their  value  by 
the  e^ernefs  perceived  in  the  purfuic ;  but  men 
will  beftir  themfelves  to  efcape  uneafinefs  as 
eagerly  as  to  hunt  after  enjoyment.    Therefore 
thoie  are  the  fafer  and  more  profitable  habits, 
which  inure  us  to  labour,  trouble  and  difficulty 
ia  the  profecution  of  our  genuine  defires,  for 
they  are.  not  likely  to  get  the  maftery  over  us, 
nor  become  necefTary  to  our  peace,  but  only 
lemove  the  impediment  of  irkfomnefs  lying  in 
the  way,  bring  us  into  greater  expertnefs,  and 
leave  the  thoughts  more  at  leifure  to  contrive 
meafures  for  accomplifhing  our  defigns. 

5.  As 
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5.  As  there  are  hibics  of  adiiif  fii  dxre  ift 
liknnie  thofe  of  apprdbendmg,   jodipig  ui 
thinking ;  the  former  indeed  prooesd  from  cbe 
latter,  for  what  che  mind  2&B^  Uronglj,  die* 
hand  will  be  ready  tP  ezeaise,  but  dim  ne 
jome  cuftomory  trains  the  ideas  are  thrown  inn 
by  objedb  occorring,  and  odieo  ibey  ran  in 
^ontaneoofly  wichoat  any  thing  external  to 
occafion  their  motions.     Thole  which  lie  la 
the  refleoion  are  hardeil  to  be  guarded  ^oift 
or  CO  be  cnred,  for  imagination  can  von  upon 
her  own  fond,    without  needing  any  forcipl 
marerials  to  employ  her;  ha  wanderings  ^i 
ncder  no  coDtrcuI  of  other  perfons,  beanfe 
they  cannot  be  known  by  than  ^  they  do  tM 
break  forth  in  outward  ads  by  which  oor  foAt 
might  take  alarm,  fo  we  pradiie  them  witboot 
knowi:^  of  it ;  they  creep  upon  ds  inieafiblf| 
we  think  only  to  indulge  a  momcn^ry  pkafun 
till  by  frequent  repetitions  it  grows  into  m  Uij| 
renderii^  us  incapable  of  entertaining  any  odMi 
fabjeft  whenever  the  humour  iets  in  for  thi^ 
Ic  is  chiiv  ^^7  ^^  vanity  ftrikcs  its  fibrooi  loaiii 
that  pride,  ambition,   covetoojheis, 
fchemes  of  pleafure  and  rainous  pcofe^ 
To  flrong  hold  upon  us ;  this  fooKOts 
and  produces  the  delirious  fondneli  of 
For  there  feems  no  harm  in  imagining 
to  be  as  we  wi(h,  it  is  an  innocent  smuTemcMi 
and  fo  indeed  it  would  be, 
end  there;  but  wbco  indi 
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«aot,  till  we  caooot  be  eafy  wtthoot  it»  nor 
coficent  with  any  other  amufcmcnt,  it  then  be-^ 
roQies  highly  nocent,  not  termioaiing  with  our 
own  difquiet  and  torment,  but  fooner  or  later 
breaking  into  extravagant  and  pernicious  ac- 
uoa% 

Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  watch  over  our 
imaginaiion,  and  a$  foon  as  we  perceive  any 
fach  trains  beginning  to  form  there,  to  break 
■ki  off^  before  they  grow  into  inveterate 
^■itti  by  refufing  ourfelves  that  innocent  amufc- 
Wmt  which  would  rivet  them  deeper :  or  if 
they  have  already  taken  hold,  to  loofen  it  at 
lad  as  poflible^  by  avoiding  fuch  obje^s  as  are 
likely  to  foment  them,  and  occupying  our 
tbooghts  fome  other  way.  Any  bufinefs,  diver- 
fioD  or  amufement  that  can  keep  the  attencion 
engaged  elfewhere,  is  allowable  in  a  cafo  of 
this  importance:  for  liberty  is  the  perfedlion 
Dd  happinefs  of  man,  and  liberty  of  mind 
c  fo  than  that  of  body  j  but  we  (hall  never 
freemen^  until  we  can  turn  our  thoughts  as 
well  as  our  hand  which  way  we  pleafe  without 
relsAaiice,  difficulty  or  obltacle. 

6*  But  there  are  habits  contracted  by  bad 
eximple  or  bad  management,  before  we  have 
jodgctnent  to  difcern  their  approaches,  or  be* 
cmie  the  eye  of  reafon  i$  laid  aHeep,  or  has  not 
compafs  of  view  fufficient  to  look  around  on 
every  quarter.  The  world  on  all  fides  aflifls 
covert   workings  of  vanity,    entices  into 

fclfifhncfs. 
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felfifhnefs,  indolence,  and  various  kinds  of  plea- 
fures:  company  fometimes  draws  unwarily  into 
habits  of  drbking,  fwearing,  over-delicacy,  and 
diffipation.  There  are  habits  of  mifapprehen- 
fion  and  misjudging  common  among  all  degrees 
of  men;  fretfulnefs  induftrious  to  feek  or  even 
feign  and  chew  upon  matter  that  may  nourilh 
it;  captioufnefs  ingenious  in  perverting  the 
meaning  of  words;  partiality  warping  every 
thing  to  its  own  purpofe ;  cenforioufnefs  unable 
to  difcern  a  bright  part  in  charaders ;  felf-con- 
ceit  averfe  to  difcern  the  real  motives  of  ading; 
itoelancholy  augurating  always  for  the  worft  j 
beiides  many  more,  fome  of  which  I  am  afraid 
every  man  may  find  lurking  in  his  own  breaft 
if  he  will  but  look  narrowly  enough. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  there  is  not  a  want  of 
fagacity  nor  information  to  judge  better,  but 
the  cuflomary  turn  of  imagination  will  admit 
no  ray  of  light  but  fuch  as  coincides  with  it 
Therefore  where  we  are  too  late  for  preven- 
tion, we  muft  be  the  more  diligent  in  applying 
a  cure,  which  is  effcded  not  only  by  a  refolnte 
reftraint,  but  lefs  painfully  and  perhaps  more 
fuccefsfully,  by  ftirring  up  fome  dcfire  which 
may  draw  us  off  from  our  cuftomary  ways  5 
cfpccially  where  the  fault  lies  in  the  imagina* 
tion,  for  if  you  rcfolve  to  bear  in  mind  that 
you  will  not  think  of  fuch  a  particular  thing, 
you  make  ic  the  objeft  of  your  refleftion  by  fo 
doing;   therefore  it  is  better,  feek   for  other' 

things 
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things  you  will  refolve  to  think  of»  for  then  of 
courfe  you  will  keep  clear  from  that  you  would 
avoid. 

Bat  we  mufl:  not  defift  from  the  application 
too  foon»  for  though  habit  has  not  the  force  of 
paflion,  ic  is  more  tough  and  ftubbom ;  when 
you  think  you  have  quite  weakened  its  fpring, 
it  will  recoil  again  with  wonted  vigor :  like  air 
kept  condenfed  between  two  brazen  hemi- 
fpheres,  which  will  not. expand  at  firft  upon 
^viog  it  vent,  but  very  foon  recovers  all  its 
.'former  elafticity.  The  keeping  our  habits  in 
order  may  ferve  for  a  good  fchool  of  felf- 
denial,  wherein  the  leffons  are  eafier  than  thoie 
of  bearing  pain,  (icknefs,  lofles,  hard  (hips  and 
labours,  befides  that  we  but  rarely  have  calls  to 
thofe  arduous  exerciies. 

: !  And  I. cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  pious 
women  iuAead  of  humiliations  and  felf  affli^tings 
would  fet  themfelves  in  good  earneft  to  pafs  a 
day  without  any  motions  of  fretfulnefs,  peev- 
iflmefi,  cenforioufnefs,  dilatorinefs  in  the  bufi^ 
nefs  of  their  families,  forebodings  of  mifchief, 
lamentations  upon  the  wicked  world,  or  other 
infirmity  that  does  fo  eafily  befet  them,  it  would 
prove  a  more  acceptable  facriiice,  and  a  more 
profitable  fervice. 

But  good  habits  will  want  reftifying  feme- 
times  as  well  as  bad  ones,  for  without  warping 
into  a  wrong  bias  they  may  become  improper 
by  )i  change  of  circumllanc'es,    like  childrens 

cloaths 
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cloaths  oat  grown  befeic  they  are  worn  oat.  The 
man  redaced  firom  afflacooe  by  lofles,   nmft 
take  up  other  thoughts  and  other  mcafures  thu 
he  was  nfed  to  before :  the  attentioa  to  finall 
profit!  aud  parfimony  habitoal  to  the  trader 
muft  be  thrown  afide  when  by  his  elder  bro- 
ther's death  he  comes  into  pofleffion  of  the  fox 
hounds,  and  the  tabs  of  eledion  ale^     The 
iame  ways  are  not  fuitaUe  to  the  boy,  lb 
youth  and  the  old  man,  the  new  convert  aod 
the  well  exerdfed  in  Religion,  the  learner,  and 
the  proficient  m  any  art  or  fcience.    Scarce  a 
year  palles  but  new  connexions,  new  eng^g^^ 
ments  or  accidents  call  upon  us  to  depart.fiua 
ibme  of  our    former    cuftoms,     and 
ourfelves  to  new  ones.     Therefore  we 
always  be  learning,  and  always  ihapiai 
Gonr&s  according  to  the  ieverai  windioigsiav 
our  line  of  life  :  for  it  is  a  mifiaahk  tUng^Jfe 
a  man  to  have  no  empbyment  for  his. 
UDlefs  in  hankerii^  after  pradices  tfaac 
reafonaUe  for  him  afbrc-time  though  now 
come  unfeafible  and  unfuiuble. 
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Credulity  and  Imredulitym 

thefc  two  bccaafc  they  generalty  go 
icr,  ooc  bebg  a  cotilequcDce  of  the 
►r  it  is  the  ftrong  attachment  to  par- 
^^^^rfoBS  thai  makes  meo  averfc  againft 
ning  to  others,  aDd  lefs  attentive  co  mind 
is  ^d^  than  who  iaid  it.  Nature  made 
rcmely  credulous  in  our  in£mcy  until  the 
m  kanied  from  our  parents  and  tutora 
imsed  us  with  an  infloLibility  to  whatever 
diOs  the  priacipka  imbibed  from  diem, 
we  become  refradosy  to  parents  and  biiora 
commonly  owtog  to  the  foggoftioos  of 
*  u^  to  which  we  have  given  an  cafy 
ion :  thus  in  bodi  caiea  we  ci^cgittd  one 
p  wily  bff^ofe  fin^l^fy  htg  wiigigA  oar 
DOofidefioe* 

the  tcxfM  of  mj  preloir  iiib|e&  do  ooC 
fokly  to  the  txt&t  Focmd  with  os  by 
perfi»i%  they  eneod  liieevnie  to  all  kinds 
prefeoting  to  the  thought  which 
to  bie  their  fA  wd^  by  the  food- 
ve  for  whatever  they  tend  co  Inva- 
fo  tliflC  we  becotne  incredulous  opofi 
by  bemg  two  credoloos  of  othopf, 

for 
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for  the  fame  prejudice  that  draws  dowQ  one 
fcale  muft  neceffarily  raife  up  the  other.     This 
truth  (lands  exemplified  in  perfons  of  all  de-  < 
nominations:  the  bigot  and  the  free-thinker, 
the  orthodox  and  the  fedary^  the  courtier  and  ' 
the  patriot^  the  lover,  the  projedor,  and  the 
fchemift  will  receive   whatever  favours  their  < 
humour  upon  the  flighteft'  evidence,  and  rejefi 
whatever  thwarts  it  though  comiog  with  tk 
ftrongeft. 

For  there  are  three  caufes  of  the  errors  m 
commit,  one  the  want  of  fufficieat^  jighn  tt 
inform  our  judgement  or  of  fagacity  to  di^jbea 
them :  this  may  draw  us  into  fome  pre&nt  j»- 
conveniencies  but  cannot  zScGt  our  matn  tm^ 
cern,  the  errors  will  be  meer  errors  witkit 
carrying  any  thing  biameable  in  thein»  ih^  iflMf 
excite  pity  or  perhaps  a  fmiie»  but  can  dhv 
cenfure  from  none,  except  thofe,  whofe 
fure  we  may  juftly  defpife.  Another  is  Ai 
wane  of  refoluticn  to  execute  what  our  ]udg^ 
ment  clearly  difcerns  to  be  right  %  this  is  oulf 
to  be  excufed  by  the  imbeciUStf  (^  haii)in 
nature^  and  where  fuch  excufe  cannot  be 
pleaded,  is  indeed  a  fatal  error  which  we  mA 
flrive  to  redtify  by  the  exercifes  of  fe!f->daiial 
and  vigilance  before  recommended  The  tbifd 
is  an  unlucky  cuflom  we  fall  into  pf  blindisfg 
the  judgement  by  fhutting  out  i^mt,  of  tht 
lights  that  would  flow  in  upon  it|  and  mi^oi^ 
ing  others  with  the  glafs  of  eagjCfi  '^  ^ 
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cmplatc  them;  this  though  a  fault  of  the 
Will  is  fuch  a  one  as  no  man  Hands  lotally  cx« 
caipt  from,  for  it  proceeds  often  from  fecrec 
Enotives  which  we  are  not  aware  of,  nor  is  ic 
eafy  10  know  when  we  ought  to  give  our  a  (Tent 
and  when  to  withhold  it,  or  when  the  fcalc 
hitches  in  the  briars  of  prejudice;  therefore  it 
pehoves  us  to  be  very  attentive  in  looking  abouc 
tor  fuch  impediments,  and  careful  to  loofcn 
ihcm  when  difcovcred. 

But  it  will  be  alked  to  what  purpofe  wc  arc 
exhorted  to  give,  or  withhold  our  aflcnt  ?  5$  noc 
aflfcnt  involuntary,  the  aft  of  the  objeds  before 
b%  not  of  the  mind  ?  can  any  man  with  all 
his  efforts  diflcnt  from  the  truth  that  two  and 
two  make  four,  or  aflcnt  to  their  making  five  ? 
All  this  is  very  true,  nevcrthelefs  though  wc 
cannot  command  aficnt,  we  may  many  times 
command  the  means  that  will  infallibly  work 
it :  as  a  man  cannot  help  reading  the  page  he 
looks  upon,  nor  fee  things  otherwife  than  arc 

tc  contained,  yet  he  may  fliut  the  book  or 
to  any  other  page  he  pteafes,  and  fochof)fe 
;i  he  (hall  lee,  although  he  be  purely  pallivc 
be  faculty  of  vifioo. 
2.  Aifent  belongs  to  proportions,  and  is  an 
additional  perception  over  and  above  thofe  of 
the  termi  coniaincd  in  themt  c  called 

an  opinion  or  judgement  i  f~^  i^s 

be  taller  than  John,  they  t:  e- 

)re  m^  and  1  may  have  a  \r 

N 


1 94  Credulity  and  Incredulity.     Chap,  3a. 

perfons,  yet  without  obferving  which  of  thctn 
is  the  taller,  that  is,  without  framing  any  mep- 
ral  propofition  concenung  their  height  to  which 
I  may  afTent.     And  aniong  the  objeds  we  are 
daily  converfant  with,    there  are   a  thoufaod 
judgements  might  be  paiTed  upon  them  which 
never  come  into  our  heads,  nor  indeed  is  ic 
poflible  they  fhould  all  find  room  there  :  there- 
fore befides  the  power  we  have  by  our  handti 
our  eyes,  or  our  memory  to  bring  objecls  be- 
fore us,  we  have  likcwife  a  choice  of  whal  pro- 
pofitions  we  (hall  form  out  of  the  materials  ip 
our  refledtion. 

But  our  prefent  fubjeft  (lands  concerned  with 
fuch  propofitions  only  as  occur  fpontancotp% 
to  our  thoughts,  or  are  fuggefted  by  other  per^ 
fons ;  yet  even  here  we  have  a  choice  in  wlw 
manner  we  (hall  receive  them^  whereon,  lb 
affent  they  fliall  gain  very  frequenily  dcpeodi 
For  except  in  things  very  familiar  to  our  ac- 
quaintance, where  ihe  judgement  has 
joined  in  aiTociation  with  the  terms^  it 
rile  immediately  upon  infpedion,  but  tbcj 
mud  be  held  in  contempUtion  fome  Utile  tirnc 
before  it  will  follow  ^  and  as  oi)r  Ueas  fludlujc^ 
for  a  while  both  in  ftrengch  and  colours,  the 
determination  will  be  very  different  accon 
as  taken  from  them  in  their  htgheft  or^ 
lowed  (late.  Therefore  in  all  argumeati 
ther  occurring  to  the  thou^t  or 
another^  a  man  mull  aid  7      " 
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the  decifion ;  by  giving  them  a  due  confidera- 
tioii  and  waiting  till  the  flu£tuation  ends. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  herein  is  what  I 
take  to  be  underftood  by  giving  or  withholding 
aflent,  which  is  done  haftily  or  fairly  according 
as  you  drive  to  fix  a  colour,  while  they  arc 
tranficnt,  or  ftay  till  they  fix  of  themfelves  \ 
for  you  neither  can  nor  ought  to  give  any  other 
aflent,  than  that  which  refults  naturally  from 
the  colours  of  your  ideas.  But  the  colour  of 
our  ideas  is  often  affected  by  the  mixture  of 
others  (landing  in  company  with  them,  there- 
fore if  you  hold  one  fet  in  your  thoughts  to  the 
exclofion  of  all  others,  they  may  have  a  very 
different  afpeft  from  what  they  would,  had  you 
given  thofe  others  admittance. 

Thus  affent  may  be  wrongfiilly  given  or 
withheld  two  ways,  either  by  a  partial  choice 
of  the  objeds  ycu  will  contemplate,  or  by 
fixing  your  judgement  upon  them  at  fomc  par- 
ticular moment  during  their  fluduation  of  cd- 
lour ;  as  a  witnefs  depofing  pofitively  to  a  faft 
will  be  credited  if  you  refufe  to  hear  other 
teflimony  by  the  weight  of  which  he  may  be 
overborn,  or  may  appear  to  prove  a  point  if 
yon  (lop  him  fhort  as  foon  as  he  has  related  the 
drtamtlances  tending  to  confirm  it,  without 
fafiTering  hini  to  proceed  in  the  reft  of  his 
endence  which  might  make  the  contrary  ma- 
nifdl. 

N  2-  .    '  This 
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This  is  innocently  pradifed  every  day  in 
that  temporary  perfuallon  we  affume  in  reading 
a  poem,  a  fable,  or  a  novel,  where  we  ima« 
gine  incidents  to  be  true  while  going  on 
with  the  ftory,  but  whenever  admitting  our  old 
ideas  to  return  again  into  view,  we  prefently 
know  the  whole  to  be  a  fidtion.  The  fame  ii 
done  in  following  the  rule  laid  down  by  Tully 
for  an  Orator,  that  he  fhould  aiake  his  client's 
cafe  his  own  :  and  that  prefcribed  by  Horace 
to  fuch  as  would  touch  the  paflions,  which  be 
fays  they  cannot  do  without  putting  on  the 
very  fcntimcnts  they  would  infpire.  So  lib» 
wife  in  ftudy  and  deliberation  it  is  ofien  uttM 
to  imagine  things  for  a  while  otherwife  dtta 
they  really  are,  for  a  falfe  fuppofitlon  may  kt 
in  lights  for  our  better  difcernment  of  the 
truth. 

Yet  there  is  fome  limitation  to  this  power  of 
temporary  perfuafion,  for  though  one  mVf 
imagine  Fortunatus  to  poflfefs  a  purfe  m 
which  he  (hall  always  find  ten  Guineas  mtf^ 
diately  after  he  has  emptied  it,  yet  we  cotiU 
not  imagine  him  endued  with  a  faculty  d 
making  twice  ten  guineas  to  be  a  hundred,  Cf 
any  other  number  he  (bould  want :  and  ihoo^ 
wc  might  fancy  a  Fairy  cauling  a  houfe  to  ri6 
at  once  out  of  the  ground  with  a  Aroke  of  |iff 
wand,  or  contract  PauPs  Church  10  the  fittof 
a  pea,  yet  while  continuing  in  its  own  diqg', 
fions  we  could  never  conceive  hcr^ 
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within  a  nutfhell :  which  (hows  that  we  cannot 
create  a  new  colour  in  our  ideas  or  our  appear- 
nnces,  but  can^only  catch  fuch  as  they  take  in 
their  fluctuations  by  fome  iimilitude  with  things 
we  have  feen. 

Therefore  Poetry  whofe  province  lies  chiefly 
in  fidtion,  ncverthclefs  is  reft  rained  to  probabili- 
ties>  that  is  fuch  things  as  imagination  can  fup- 
pofc!  to  be  real:  and  for  the  fame  reafon  as  we 
grow  up  we  become  Icfs  and  lefs  delighted  with 
extravagant  tales,  becaufe  to  children  the  com- 
mon works  of  men  appear  conjuration  and 
miracle,  fo  that  the  marvellous  and  the  preter- 
natural is  nothing  flrange  to  thein,  for  they  can 
always  find  fomething  fimilar  in  their  appre- 
henfion  among  the  things  they  have  feen. 

3.  By  frequently  fuppofing  things  true  we 
may  bring  ourfelves  to  believe  them  true,  the 
temporary  perfuafion  fettling  into  a  fixed  one. 
This  happens  not  fo  often  in  fadls  fuppofed 
already  paft,  as  in  the  expedation  of  iimilar 
events  likely  to  fall  out  in  the  world.  For 
though  the  probability  of  incidents  required  in 
fiction  be  no  more  than  a  pofTibility,  yet  it 
implies  a  poflibility  that  the  like  may  happen 
again,  which  being  continually  fed  upon  in  the 
imagination,  will  turn  into  a  high  degree  of 
probability. 

Hence  fprings  the  mifchief  done  to  fuch  as 
KC  much  converfant  in  plays  or  novels,  for 
having  perj)etually  filM  <heir  bead  with  ideas 

N  3  of 
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of  Strephons  and  Phillis^s,  they  expeA  to  find 
a  faithful  nymph  or  fwain  in  whatever  their 
fancy  fets  upon  ;  the  charming  creature  whofe 
beauteous  form  or  engaging  prattle  ftrikes  irre- 
fiftibly  mufl  needs  be  pofleiTed  of  all  valuable 
perfedions,  the  difcovcry  of  a  prince  ftolcn 
away  in  his  cradle,  or  the  fudden  death  of  a 
rich  uncle,  or  fome  extraordinary  chance  that 
has  happened  in  the  world  before,  and  fo  may 
happen  again,  may  reconcile  parents,  fet  all  to 
rights  and  prove  they  have  made  a  lucky  choice^ 
which  will  do  full  as  well  as  if  they  had  nude 
a  wife  one. 

Hence  like  wife  the  fpirit  of  gaming,  for  luck 
may  run  on  one's  fide  for  a  month  together,  tod 
if  it  may  why  {hould  it  not  ?  hence  the  fury  of 
lotteries,  for  though  the  poflibiUty  of  each  ticket 
getting  the  great  prize  be  no  more  than  CHie  in 
iixty  thoufand,  yet  by  .  continual  rumioitiflg 
upon  this  little  fhrimp  of  a  pofTibility,  it  b  com- 
monly  fwelled  into  a  probability  to  be  depcudb'; 
ed  upon  fo  far  as  to  lay  fchemcs  for  di 
of  the  produce. 

For  the  moft  part  we  arc  led  to  dwell 
fappofitions  by  the  pleafure  they  give  the 
gination ;  therefore  it  is  a  common  obfervacioo» 
that  men  eafily  believe  what  they  wt(h  to  hfl 
true,  for  they  firft  fuppofe  it  to  be  true  as  mat- 
ter of  entertainment,  until  by  frequency  of  fu 
pofal  it  grows  into  a  pcrfuafion:  ii 
very  Icldorn  trace  our  judgemeQli 
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rft  prtPiCiplcs,  ihcrcforc  the  charaftcr  of  truth 
yr  have  ufcd  co  bear  in  our  ihougliis  is  an 
Icncc  of  therir  being  true,  and  it  is  not  cafy 
ici  remember  wbcthef  fnch  charafter  was  afiix- 
yy  a  continual  amufing  fi:ppofition,  or  by 
convidiion.     In  lan^e  lempcrs  imris^ination 
:s  the  (Contrary   lurn^  ihcy  ruminate   con- 
Ifly  upon  ibc  things  they  dread,  and  always 
ifc  ihc  worll  that  may  happen :  this  prao 
not  oniy  irtcreafcs  evils  by  drawing  up  their 
jgeft  colours,  but  likewife  magnifies  chances 
ing  a  bare  poiTibility  into  an  imminent  dan- 
|ger.      Where  either  of  tliere  habits  has  been 
itradcd,  it  is  the  harded  matter  in  tlie  world 
idmit  a  fuppofal  that  doe$  not  tally  with 
:  the  fanguine  man  can  fcarce  form  an 
|inaiion  of  any  thing  that  mtiv  crofs  his  de* 
nor   the  melancholy    niafl  of  any    iJiing 
tcan  give  him  con>   ^^r 

^^  n  ftiffneA  (  '            calty  h  ^  >^>^'n  ob- 
Mift   out-    t'             ;  the  {         -   rule, 
eln  we  mud  be  aided  by  a  reidinels  of 
flAg  curftlves  in  the  eon  ind  cir- 

^s  of  aiothef  \  *?t  coniraLi»^  our  notions 
ig  us  incajv  ^^^ -  -^  ^  jr  tor  a  mo- 
Others  of                    ..    i:  it  makes 
tiling  ftran;?e  ami  abfurd  that  we   were 
i  \vi(h  before:  and  it 


ihcy 
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they  come  to  their  full  colour  before  we  ftt 
them  in  comparifon  with  their  antagonifts. 

Therefore  it  is  a  very  valuable  art,  hard  to 
be  learned  but  well  worth  the  puna  of  acquir- 
ing, to  fufpend  our  defires,  our  prepofleffiou^ 
our  cuftomary  trains  and  former  judgementi 
for  fo  long  as  is  requificei  and  be  able  to  fix 
our  attention  upon  things  the  mod  oppofite  to 
them :  for  without  this  we  (hall  never  attain  t' 
perfe<A  impartiality  nor  true  freedom  of  thought^ 
and  if  we  could  accomplifli  this,  though  we 
might  ftill  remain  liable  to  involuntary  mit 
takes,  we  (hould  never  more  pafs  a  faulty 
judgement.  However  as  fuch  intire  command 
over  imagination  is  not  to  be  gained,  it  behofa 
us  to  be  conftantly  fufpicious  of  inclination  aad 
prejudice,  to  obferve  which  way  they  draw,  to 
make  allowances  for  their  attradion,  and  evea 
to  flir  up  a  partiality  againft  them  which  VUBJ 
fufiice  to  counterbalance  their  weight. 

4.  But  it  may  be  afked,  is  there  not  a  pee- 
fumption  in  favour  of  old  opinions  ?  TlUs  I 
never  have  denied,  nor  would  have  them  cdlei 
in  quedion  upon  every  (light  obje<5tion  (bg- 
geAed,  nor  even  call  afide  when  queftieoed 
unlefs  the  oppofite  weights  vifibly  prepondcr- 
ate ;  for  while  the  balance  hangs  even,  or  keeps 
nodding  to  and  fro,  the  prefumption  ought  A31 
to  prevail.  I  do  not  pretend  to  lay  down  mks 
for  direfting  when  an  examination  ought  to  faa 
entered  upon,  which  perhaps  might  be  vaxfioi 
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iible,  at  lead  is  pad  my  ikill,  therefore  moft 
be  left  to  every  man's  difcretion:  I  only  fay 
that  when  be  does  think  fie  to  enter  upon  it,  be 
cannot  keep  his  imagination  too  open  for  re- 
ceiving every  confideration  his  own  fagacity,  or 
that  of  another  perfon  can  fugged,  and  giving 
them  room  to  expand  with  all  the  colours  they 
are  capable  of  exhibiting.  During  this  opera- 
tion the  former  judgements  ought  only  to  fu&- 
pend  their  action,  but  not  to  lofe  their  vigour^ 
which  will  be  wanted  when  they  come  to  be 
called  to  mind  again  in  order  to  make  a  fair 
comparifon  between  them  and  their  opponents. 

For  there  is  a  defeft  in  the  faculty  when  it 
cannot  diftinguilh  between  a  fuppofition  made 
to  be  examined  into,  and  an  approved  truthy 
nor  cftimate  the  ftrength  of  oppofice  evidencea 
confronted  together  in  their  full  colours,  nor 
can  give  fair  play  to  one  without  its  quite  ob« 
(curing  the  other,  Perfons  who  labour  under 
this  infirmity  are  perpetually  wavering,  they 
have  a  hundred  different  opinions  in  a  minute, 
or  rather  never  have  any  opinion  at  all,  but 
wander  in  a  labyrinth  of  doubts  without  ever 
ooming  to  a  determination  that  they  can  con« 
fide  in. 

Bot  fome  confidence  in  our  judgement  is  ab« 
'fidutdy  neceffary  in  time  of  action,  for  elfe  it 
will  be  of  no  ufe  to  us,  nor  (hall  we  ever  pro^ 
coed  fteadily  and  vigoroufly  to  compleat  any 
defign:  and  in  feafonsof  deliberation  it  ought 

not 
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not  to  be  parted  with  during  the  time  of  deK- 
berating,  nor  until  fome  decifion  be  maturely 
formed  upon  which  we  may  place  the  like  con- 
fidence. For  if  a  fuggeftion  occurs  that  ite 
meafures  I  have  refolved  upon  may  be  wrong 
I  (hall  iliil  prefume  them  right  until  fuHjft- 
tisfied  of  the  contrary;  and  if  the  bufineis  ft^ 
quires  immediate  difpatch  fo  that  there  it  odt 
time  for  obtaining  fuch  faiisfadioii,  I  flul 
porfue  them  without  heeding  the  fuggeflioD* 

Nor  is  it  needful  the  judgement  (hould  be 
founded  on  demonftration  to  dcferve  our  coih 
fidence,  for  this  is  very  rarely  to  be  found  \if\ 
the  human  underflanding  upon  matterfe  dt 
greateft  importance  in  prudence  and  praStcet 
therefore  it  is  expedient  to  ftudy  the  art  of 
judging  accurately  upon  probabilities,  w! 
where  they  can  be  dearly  difccrned,  arc  a 
ficient  ground  for  confidence  to  remain 
them,  until  new  lights  break  in  or  cireiii 
ftances  alter,  whereon  a  new  judgement 
be  formed  with  the  like  accuracy.  I|  Is 
vain  expedation  of  abfolute  certainty  that  h 
men  continually  wavering  and  irrcfohite, 
being  afraid  of  trading  to  any  thing  that  has  w 
fuch  certainty,  and  being  able  la  find  it 
where,  they  live  in  a  round  of  doubts  withc^i 
fettling  upon  any  one  point:  but 
as  well  as  caution  is  requifite  to 
dom  of  thought,  and  open  | 
cieocy  in  any  fcience.         .  d 
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Bat  you  mud  not  al^^ays  take  people  at  their 
j^ord  whea  they  talk  much  of  doubtiug,  for 
this  kngoage  is  often  ufed  as  a  civiller  way  of' 
contradidtbg  than  telling  you  bluntly  that  you 
arc  in  an  error,  which  they  would  be  ready 
enough  to  do  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  putting 
you  out  of  humour.  Jf  you  obferve  thofepeo* 
pie  who  pretend  to  be  fuUeft  of  doubts  you 
will  find  them  moft  fond  of  that  pofitivc 
phrafe,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  and  they  employ 
both  cxpreflions  with  equal  propriety,  for  as 

they  never  doubt  of  a  thing  without  being  per« 
ieftly  fure  it  is  falfe,  fo  they  never  venture  to 

lay,  unlefs  when  confident  they  ran  no  hazard 

of  being  confuted. 

II  am  apt  to  think  there  never  yet  has  really 
been  fuch  a  monfler  in  the  world  as  a  tho* 
roagh  fceptic;  but  he  that  doubts  of  what  is 
igrocd  to  by  every  body  clfe,  docs  it  upon  be- 
.  ing  fully  poflefled  of  notions  that  never  found 
admittance  in  any  other  head :  and  there  is  an 
air  of  pofitivenefs  in  all  fcepticifm,  an  unre* 
fcrved  confidence  in  the  ftrcngth  of  thofc  argu- 

Iments  that  are  alledged  to  overthrow  all  the 
knowledge  of  mankind. 

5.  Thus  partial  judgement  fprings  from' a 
feeUenefs  either  to  retain  former  decifions  in 
their  original  vigor,  or  to  give  due  confidcra- 
don  to  ^natters  oppofite  to  them :  the  one  ren- 
ders us  credulous  and  the  other  incredulous. 
This  weakneft  being  natural  can  never  be  to- 
tally 


niEf  cared,  haz  saj  he  hefxd  bw  geod 
M^flKae,  thersfcre  die  ^IsiDe  Iks  n  boi 
^jBtug  oar  dSvsKKC  to  week  2S  caadi  aa 

Tie  &ft  cars  ihoaki  be  re  mzke  oar  ( 
Styra  nuturelT,  for  h  ii  ooaamc  chrcosh  i 
hzitjch  to  tike  them  up  in  hafte  before 
are  half  formed,  and  tbcn  there  alwaji 
mam*,  a  latent  fbfpicioa  whxh  renders  I 
usable  to  masntam  their  grcond  ^ainft 
fj>eciou«  oppofitton :  but  where  there  is  t 
fcfoulhefs  of  the  beft  information  poflible 
log  been  taken,  it  fixes  their  colours  br 
hazard  of  being  faded  by  the  approach  of  c 
ol:ge£ts.  Then  with  refpeft  to  fuch  of  the 
are  of  importance  in  our  conduct  or  oar  ft 
reafomngs  the  next  pcMnt  is  to  habitoatt 
imagination  to  cafl:  them  up  fpontaiM 
with  the  fame  lively  vigor  wherein  they 
delivered  to  her  by  the  underftanding,  ifi 
fs  what  I  have  called  turning  convidioo 
perfuafton.  By  this  means  we  (hall  bdl 
Icfs  credulous  of  other  perions,  of  the  luj 
lions  of  pflion  and  fancy,  or  appcartno^ 
the  fcnfes. 

For  avoiding  the  other  cxlrcme  it  wi 
pedient  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  lui 
£oai  may  poff/  1  Mi 

is  nothip-  '" 
with 
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Rccuftom   ourlelves  to  obferve    and    e^camifie 

upon  a  fair  opportunity  ofTcring,  and  acquire  a 

rcadtncfs  to  depart  from  old  notions  upon  cogent 

rcafcns  -,  I  know  fuch  pradlice  may  lometimcs 

endanger  the  fimple  being  impofed  upon   by 

artful   perfons,    but   there  is   fomething   lying 

within  the  fphere  of  every  ones   obfervation^ 

and  if  he  does  not  exercife  himfelf  therein  he 

can  never  learn,  bccaufe   all   learning   implies 

fome  alteration  of  the  judgement :  for  a   fcnfc 

of  our  ignorance  and  an  aptnefs  to  learn  upon 

information  fuitcd  to  our  capacity  I  take  to  be 

Ac  two  bcft  prefervatives  againft  incredulity. 

But  it  will  be  needful  to  ftand  always  upon  the 

guard  againft   pafllon,    inclination    and   every 

habitual  bias,  for  they  will  bring  on  a  diftem- 

pered  weaknefs  upon  the  faculties  more  hurtful 

than  the  natural ;  and  I  conceive  it  is  in  the 

freedom  from  thofe,    in  an  exemption  from 

tcnacioufnefs  of  old  notions  and  fondnefs  for 

new  ones,  that  fdund  judgjment  and  difcrction 
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CHAP.     XXXIII. 

Employment  of  Ttme. 

TO  know  the  fources  of  our  enjoymentl 
what  things  arc  good  and  ufeful  for  m^, 
and  to  acquire  an  habitual  diHgence  In  proQ#^ 
ing  them,  are  certainly  very  valuable 
nientSy  becaufe  they  fupply  us  with  aiodfl 
defircs  which  ftrike  the  brlghieft  colours  of 
lives ;  but  fomething  further  is  wanting  t^ 
up  the  fpaces  betvfreen,  and  make  the  whole  m 
entire  piece.  For  our  delircs  do  not  alwijf 
find  fuel  to  feed  on,  materials  and  opportune 
ties  are  not  always  to  be  had  for  carrying  oa 
our  purfuics,  and  when  they  are  eodcdi  the  jof 
of  having  gained  our  point  can  entertain  us  bol 
a  little  while,  ere  we  want  frelh  raaitcr 
engage  us.  The  bufy  mind  of  man  cannot  icft 
in  a  (late  of  indifference^  if  it  has  not  fatis^KH 
tion  it  will  fall  into  uneafinefsi  and  every  fleeu 
ing  moment  muft  have  its  diftinA  poriim 
one  or  tothcr:  it  avails  nothing  to  me 
how  much  I  was  delighted  an  hour  a 
(hall  be  delighted  an' hour  hence,  without 
prefent  refleAion  on  the  future,  or  ibaie  di 
objeA  to  engage  in  the  lotervaL 
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Therefore  I  have  laid  down,  that  intenfp 
pleafures  are  not  fo  valuable;  as  generally  ap- 
prehended, unlefs  when  they  give  fcope  for  a 
length  of  agreeable  purfuit,  or  furnilh  materiab 
to  the  imagination  and  briflcnefs  to  the  fpirits 
for  our  better  entertainment  afcer^vards,  becauJfc 
dfc  the  benefit  "we  receive  from  them  lies  (hut 
Dp  within  a  very  fmall  compafs  of  time :  buc 
bappinefs  mufl  be  computed  upon  the  whole 
bglaoce  of  pleafures  and  pains  compared  toge- 
tber,  fo  that  great  delights  with  large  vacuities 
of  uneafinefs  between,  may  dill  leave  the  conr 
^tion  miserable. 

Hence  appears  that  the  true  fecret  of  happi- 
Qcis  lies  in  contriving  to  be  continually  pleafed 
9ther  than  highly  pleafed,  and  this  is  bed  ef- 
fcdcd  by  providing  conftant  employment  for 
DOT  time ;  for  fo  long  as  the  thoughts  are  em- 
ployed in  any  thing  jufl:  fufficient  to  engage 
their  attention,  the  mind  is  fatisfied,  it  is  only 
vheo  there  is  a  ftoppage  of  motion,  when  there 
is  nothing  more  defirable  to  be  done  than  omic- 
ttl,  when  under  fome  pain  or  want  without 
iDeans  difcerned  on  any  fide  to  do  fomething 
br  removing  them,  that  the  time  pafTes  irkfome 
uui  heavy :  for  things  infipid  are  always  dif- 
)kafiog  as  well  to  the  mental  tafte  as  to  the 
iilate. 

The  world  commonly  feck  for  engagement  of 
beir  thoughts  from  external  objects,  circles  of 
ieafures  and  amufing  ideas  fuggefted  to  their 

imagina- 
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ima^ation ;  all  thefe  may  do  voy  wdl  while 
there  flows  in  an  aninternipted  fupply  of  them, 
and  fo  long  as  they  continue  really  eogagmg; 
but  the  misfortune  is  they  are  not  always  to  be 
had,  or  they  quickly  cloy,  and  then  recourle 
mufl:  be  had  to  fome  hew  fancy,  until  having 
exhaufted  all  their  taftes,  novelty  icfelf  becocnei 
nothing  new,  and  variety  grows  a  ilale  expedkiiC 
unable  any  longer  to  force  a  rdifli* 

One  may  fee  how  lamely  this  method  of  ets* 
ployment  anfwers  its  purpofe  by  the  great  dibh 
tcrinefs  there  is  in  going  to  engagements  hy 
which  means  they  have  been  put  olf  later  ted 
later,  until  our  hours  of  amuiemcnt  are  almtaft 
run  into  midnight.    Whereas  where  there  it 
an  expectation  of  real  delight,  people  arc  eager 
to  run  to  the  place  before  hand,  inilead  d 
which  they  do  not  care  to  think  of  one  indole 
gence  until  another  is  grown  wearifomc  1  til 
rife  becaufe  tired  of  lying  a  bed,  they  comil 
home  to  dinner  becaufe   tired  of  fauntcrio 
about,  for  while  any  little  trifle  amufcs  the 
care  not  how  long  dinner  waits,  and  do  not  § 
abroad  until  driven  by  the  irkfomnefs  of  i)( 
knowing  what  to  do  with  themfelves  at  home 
it  is  ridiculous  to  fee  how  many  (hiftstremK 
to  kill  time,  as  it  is  called,  and  how  lucky  it 
thought  when  fuch  can  be  found  i  (o  that  of 
may  fay,  they  are  perpetually  upon  the  hui 
for  engagement,  but  very  rarely  oitch  it  ofi 
aflually  engaged,  ^^ 

i 


t.  Therefore  bufiocfs  and  thofe  preparatloni 
lor  plcafarc  which  partake  of  the  nature  of 
cfs,  as  requiring  long  contrivance  and 
cation,  arc  more  produdtive  of  engagement 
n  picafurc  itfelfj  for  chcre  theadive  powers 
re  employed  as  well  as  the  palTive,  but  what 
nds  upoti  our  own  adivity  is  much  lels 
ious  than  what  we  receive  from  other 
Therefore  we  may  prefame,  God  ha$ 
ccd  the  far  greater  part  of  mankind  under 
ceffiiy  of  working  in  fomc  way  or  othcr^ 
fubjcded  the  reft  to  their  portion  of 
re,  contrivance  and  application,  bccaufe  he 
with  other  eyes  than  we  do,  and  may 
w  thofe  are  the  happieft  parts  of  life 
h  appear  burdcnfome  10  us. 
e  that  plies  to  his  bufinefs  finds  it,  when 
n  ^miliar  to  him,  a  flate  of  fatisfa£tioii| 
mind  is  wholly  intent  upon  ir,  it  is  only 
vacancies  of  attention  therejo  that  he 
thinks  or  feels  a  want  of  the  advantages 
eficd  by  others  above  him,  he  returns 
krly  to  his  work  without  flaying  till 
lircd  of  what  he  had  been  doing  before,  and 
es  off  not  becaufe  fatiated,  but  bccaufe 
time  or  ius  tale  is  en  '--^  V-  r—rtves  a 
fblacc   from    fccuu?   tlie  1  as  he 

along,  and  r 

^SA    to  find  a  reUfh  in  aps 
^cnts  that  may  fall  iti  his 
diflinguifliirig  1 


2X0  Employment  of  Time.        Chip.  33, 

the  civilized  and  the  iavage,  that  the  on 
fpend  their  days  id  idlenefs  and  gaping,  nnkii 
while  fighting  with  man  or  beaft,  whereas  dM 
others  have  a  muhitude  of  employmencs  n 
bufy  themfclves  upon.  Even  pain  and  dif 
appointment  have  their  ufes  in  finding  tvofiaf* 
ment  to  guard  againft  them :  a  total  diicDgBig& 
ment  with  an  utter  inability  of  finding  any,  ii 
more  likely  to  make  men  weary  of  their  Bdq 
than  hurts  and  vexations ;  for  we  may  fa 
perlbns  grievoufly  opprelTed  with  them  defiroui 
enough  to  live,  nor  do  they  ever  become 
otherwife  until  there  appears  nothing  to  be 
done  for  removing  them ;  whence  it  is  be- 
come an  exprefHon  of  the  heavieft  comphini 
to  fay,  I  am  fo  ill  I  dont  know  what  to  doi 
which  implies  that  fo  long  as  we  know  what 
to  do,  things  are  not  at  the  worft. 

Men  are  reidy  to  own  thit  what  comes  iq 
them  by  the  choice  of  their  Will  is  more  likc^ 
to  plcafc  than  wh^t  comes  i:om  another  qoar- 
tcr,  but  they  do  not  ccnfiier  that  the  Willi| 
generally  nrK>re  aftivc  ir;  ^  j..^^..  ,  :.^r,  .a  },^^ 
fore.  It  may  be  true  indeed  that  pec^  ki 
work  unlefi  when  they  cannot  help  it, 
ifctf  eflcncc  of  bufinef^  ucms  to  lie  in  its 
no  matter  of 
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oortafk,  when  entered  upon  it  all  the  ftcpj 

y|kcn  in  the  performance  arc  feverally  the  choice 

l^'tht  Will  preferring  thofe  that  are  proper 

kfore  others  that  would  tend  nothing  towards 

compleating  the  defign :  whereas  in  pleafures 

indolence,  there  is  only  one  choice  made  of 

neral  indulgence,  and  the  Will  has  nothing 

e  to   do  afterwards  than  keep  the  fenfcs 

ipc  for  receiving  whatever  agreeable  objcils 

1  happen  to  prefent. 

Therefore  aftive  pleafures  wherein  there 
bmething  continually  to  be  done  for  carry- 
tlicm  on,   arc  the  moft  valuable  bccaufe 
hing  neareft  to  hufinefs  and  furniihing 
ment  together  with  objcfts  of  delight, 
arc  they  apt  to  fatiate  even   when  they 
ry:  but  faiiety  is  worfc  than  wearinefs,  be- 
Sfc  it  does  not  give  that  relifli  to  the  bare 
1  of  objcds  one  is   cloyed  with,  as    is 
.*v*  in  reft  after  a  fatigue. 
rfrm^  who  ftand  exempt  by  their  fituation 
n  the  ncceffity  of  application  to  any 
,  yet  find  another  neceffity  obliging  them 
for  employment  of  their  time,  without 
'V  would  be  left  in  a  worfe  condition 
whom  they  dcfpife.     So   that   if 
Ar  hijfinefs   fup plied  them  by  the 
le  art  or  fticnce,  by  the  ma- 
itatcs,  by  fome  ufcful  fer- 
:»  their  friends,  their 
they  my  ft  create  bull 
xieis 
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ncfs  by  an  attachment  to  fome  fanciful  ichemci 
or  innocent  undertaking.  Building  a  fine  houft^ 
laying  out  an  elegant  garden,  making  a  colkc- 
tion  of  butterflies,  working  a  carpet,  pickii^ 
up  curious  pieces  of  china  at  auftions,  ferve  to 
make  a  gentleman  or  lady,  while  carneft  in  ibe 
profecution,  juft  as  happy  as  a  carpenter  b 
when  fawing  his  boards,  or  a  feamftrefs  when 
ftitching  her  linen  :  for  they  are  alike  intent 
upon  their  work,  they  think  of  nothing  elie, 
want  nothing,  and  regret  nothing,  and  fo  long 
are  in  a  ftate  of  enjoyment. 

This  ufe  I  have  already  found  in  my  ChafH 
ters,  for  if  they  (hall  do  no  benefit  to  any  body 
elfe,    they  have  been  of  benefit    to   me,  1^ 
keeping  me  engaged  for  many   hours  whkh» 
otherwife  might  have  pafled  vacant  and  irk* 
fome :  nor  am  I  follicitous  to  prove  my  engage- 
ment more  delegable  than    that  of  the  car- 
penter fawing  his  boards,  or  the  comaioner 
purtiing  his  intereft  for  a  title,  or  the  fine  lady 
afliduous  at  her  routs  \  for  I  wi(h  to  pais  Hi 
much  of  my  time  as  poHible  with  a  (atisfiad ; 
mind,    but  care   not   how   many   others  ^ 
theirs  as  well  fatisficd,    the  greater  nufxlbcM.^ 
titcni  can   be  found  1  efleem  it   the  mottltf 
my   incerefl,   for   reafons  formerly  nieU&iiK 
and  needlefs  here  to  repeat.  - 

Neverthelefs   as  there  is  no  benefit*  16 
reaped  in  this  world  but  what  is  attended* 
ibme  inconveniences,  I  have  foroetiooiesl 

1^ 
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that  ihifi  engagement  of  mine  draws 
off  from  more  obligatory  en  gage  men  ts  i 
irther  this  be  fo  I  cannot  i ell  being  no  judge 
he  fcvcral  degrees  of  importance  among 
t^  nor  am  I  fare  that  my  monitors  fpca^ 
n  fall  cogniUnce  and  mature  deliberation 
ht  oufe,  therefore  do  noc  look  npoo  the 
It  as  complcatly  fettled.  However  there  \% 
tion  necefiary  to  be  taken,  that  no  par- 
r  attachment  be  fuffered  to  fwallosv  op  all 
ihct  defires»  or  take  out  all  the  xelUh  wc 
to  find  in  4he  objc£b  of  ihcm ;  for  thea 
is  a  hazard  it  may  lofe  its  own,  and  we 
not  ib  much  follour,  as  be  driven  into  It 
knowing  what  to  do  whh  otirielv^ :  or. 
does  not  happen  k  wiU  ofurn  corrupt 
a  want,  for  whenever  r^^llcd  olT  lOrOfher 
fiiry  offices,  wc  ih-  ^  upon   tenters 

e  they  detain  tia,  and  be  cominiialiy  want- 
to  return  to  the  iavoume  cmplo)*oieat 
[). 

bt  it  co:^'Jce5  greatly  to  a  hapj         '   :> 
\  as  many  deUres  and  as  few  wani^  .>  ^;^-^i- 
for  defire   makes   work  engaging   xnJ 
by  quickens  ibe  adivc  power%  boc  v 
h  ii  aiwaTS  of  foo:  canxic 

bangs  as  a  dealt    v^^igiit  u. 
it  opens  no  career  ' 

it  diicogagss  from  l..   ... 
and  tUM   whasaer   t^    nec^r 
;  ioto  a  toil  aad  a  tro. 
03 
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well-worth  while  to  take  care,  that  oar  dcfir 
hang.loofe  upon  us,  fo  as  readily  to  give.plai 
to  one  another,  according  'as  judgment  ai 
occafion  fhall  require :  for  by  this  means  ¥ 
(hall  preferve  our  freedom,  nor  be  run  awi 
with  by  any  of  them  againft  our  Wi 
And  if  we  can  (lore  up  a  great  v^triccy  wc  (hi 
oftendr  meet  with  opportunities  of  ^ratiiyji 
one  or  other  of  them,  nor  fcarce  ever  be  n 
duced  to  have  abfolutely  nothing  to  do,  whic 
is  the  mod  uneafy  iituation  imaginable. 

4.  Yet  variety  fometimes  creates  confofioo 
if  it  be  not  gathered  with  a  proper  choice,  c 
not  difpofed  in  feme  regularity  of  order, 
have  elfewhere  offered  what  occurred  concern 
ing  the  feledtion  of  defires  for  their  ufefulnefi 
I  am  here  only  to  guard  againft  vacuities  c 
difengagement,  that  may  be  occaGoned  by  i 
management  among  them.  Too  great  a  mn 
tiplicity  might  crowd  them  fo  fa(^  togedie 
that  none  could  find  an  iiTue  ;  but  this  is  raip 
the  cafe,  for  people  are  more  prone  to  i 
their  hearts  upon  one  qr  two  fancies  to  thp  e: 
clufion  of  all  others.  But  fotpetimes  they  i 
upon  too  great  undertakings  above  their  fore 
to  achieve,  or  fo  laborious  as  to  exhauft  tl 
flrength  and  fpirits  before  the  work  cap  1 
compleated :  in  thofe  cafe^  difappointment  ma 
enfuc,  which  is  a  fpecies  of  want,  an4  as  foe 
always  caufes  a  Aagnation  of  aftivit/. 

.    Ikooii 
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I    know  that  laborious  exercifes  whether  of 
body  or  mind  are  very  engaging  where  they 
cagage  at  all,  becaufe  there  muft  be  a  flrong 
deQre  to  bring  us  into  then):   the  fatigues  of 
hunting  or  other  fports  of  the  field,  the  toils  of 
ambition,  and  turmoils  of  avarice  are  ofcen  very 
great,  and  there  are  fome  fervices  of  virtue  that 
require  a  painful  application  of  all  the  powers  to 
perform  them  well.     No  doubt  there  are  reafons 
of  duty,  of  neceffity,  of  expedience,  fometimes 
urging  to  works  of  ftrong  exertion   liable  to 
frequent   hazards    of  difappointmenti    but  in 
^ntriving  to  have  fources  of  condant  employ- 
JHcnt  the  point  of  aim  is  rather  to  be  always 
^'^gagcd,  than  deeply  engaged.     For  the  exhor- 
tations to  patience  of  labour  and  pain  are  not 
*otcndcd  to  multiply   them  upon  us  as  being 
either  defirable,   or  laudable  in  themfelves,  but 
to  enable  us  to  bear  them  without  being  dif- 
conccrted  fo  as  never  to  drop   an  engagement 
Vre  had  chofen  to  enter  upon,  becaufe  of  the 
^ftacles  they  throw  in  the  way  :  neither  does 
ioduftry  fo  much  confifl  in  labour,  as  in  a  per- 
petual a£livity  of  mind  never  to  be  flopped  nor 
turned  out  of  any  courfe  by  the  irkfomnefs  of 
it:  to  defcrve  the  denomination  of  a  diligent 
man,  one  need  not  always  be  taking  pains,  it 
js  enough  if  one  is  able  to  do  it  whenever  ex- 
pedient, and  whenever  one  will. 

In  order  then  to  manage  matters  for  the  bed 
(ulvs^^tagei  it  will  be  convenient  to  take  a  furvey 

04  of 
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of  oar  defires,  our  powers,  and  the  materials 
ive  have  to  exercife  them  upon,  to'  form  a 
regular  plan  of  condud  containing  ibme  prin- 
cipal aims  and  others  occafional,  the  whole 
accommodated  to  our  fituation  in  life ;  to  take 
care  we  harbour  no  incompatible  defires,  but 
part  with  fuch  as  are  inconvenient,  and  noari(h 
up  others  which  there  are  frequent  opportunities 
of  gratifying,  for  it  is  a  pity  we  (hould  lofe  any 
fund  of  engagement  in  our  power  for  wanlttif 
a  rclifli  to  make  it  agreeable. 

But  defires  not  naturally  incompatible  may 
become  fo  by  accident,  therefore  care  is  reqoi- 
fite  to  lay  out  our  engagements  in  fuch  manner 
as  that  they  may  not  interfere,   and   fince^  tiiik 
cannot  be  fully  provided  againft  beforehand, 
to    acquire  a  facility  in  flopping  that  deftt 
which  the  prefent  judgement  (hall  pronotm06 
lead   expedient.     Perfons  who  lead  a  life  dF 
difHpation,    feldom  knowing   one  hour  whitt 
they   ihall   do    the  next,    meet    with  mffl)fj 
tedious  vacuities  wherein  they  have  abfbldtdf 
nothing   to  do;    to    prevent  this   it  will  lib 
expedient    to  have  a  fcheme  of  employnKHk 
for  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  every  fi^M 
of  the  year,   and  every   circumftance  aOMH' 
thofe  that  ordinarily  furround  us :   the  OitKki 
fities  of  nature  draw    feme  of  the  prindh 
lines  in  the  dated  meals  and   timet  ot  m 
wherein   the   more    regular   we   can  b^  ^^ 
better;  trades  and  profeffions  of  all  l^Adl 
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more  in  the  ccruin  hours  of  attendance  to 
the  bufiocfs  of  ihcm  5  and  where  thcfc  foarces 
tfoil,  ic  is  oblbrvibic  how  apt  men  arc  to  run 
into  chibs,  parties  of  plcafurc,  rounds  of  vifils, 
-and  particaUr  cuftoms  of  difpofing  of  tbem- 
(dves:  for  there  is  no  finding  a  conftant 
courfe  for  oura<aivity  wkhoot  providing  chaa- 
ticts  for  it  to  run  in. 

Bat  all  roles  whofe  aim  ie  only  to  keep  the 
iiaods  employed  ought  not  to  be  made  inviolable 
tews  like  thofe  of  the  Medes  and  Perlians,  for 
then  they  generate  a  iliiFner^  and  precifenefs 
which  does  more  tnifchicf  than  benefit,  render- 
ing men  troublefome  and  uncompliant^  defee* 
tiye  in  fervices  that  might  be  expeded  from 
them,  and  unattentivc  to  their  own  advantages 
when   lying  out  of  the   ufaal  road. 

The  ufc  of  thofe  roles  is  only  to  lie  ready 
in  referve,  that  we  may  never  be  at  a  lofs  what 
to  do  with  oarfelves,  to  fupply  us  with  bufinefs 
when  none  offers,  not  to  ftartd  in  the  way  of 
it;  they  defeat  their  own  intention  unlefs  they 
«n  give  place  without  reluftancc  to  whatever 
other  engagements  we  arc  called  to  by  the  rules 
of  duty^  or  prudence,  or  civility,  or  even  ro 
•fiich  amufements  as  the  fancy  ftrongly  recom- 
mends,  and  th6  judgement  does  not  di&p- 
prove. 

5.  Religion,   accon^'--  r-At 

will    prove   eith^- 
the  greateft  dc 


accon^'-- 
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be  found.  While  placed  io  obligation,  fervile 
fear  and  perfanftory  afliduities  to  forms  and 
ceremonies,  howmuch  focver  it  may  take  up 
'  of  the  time,  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  Itid 
(o  engage ;  for  engaging  is  many  times  fynof 
nymoos  with  charming  or  delightful,  as  wbca 
applied  to  a  beauty,  a  drcfs,  a  behaviour,  a  talck 
a  diverfion  ;  and  though  a  man  may  fay  he  wv 
engaged  in  a  bufinefs  which  was  not  agree- 
able to  him,  yet  this  is  upon  a  fuppofitioa 
that  while  intent  upon  it  his  procedure  in  the 
fevcral  fteps  taken  therein  was  voluntary  upon  a 
profpe6t  of  fome  advantage,  for  where  the  whole 
adion  is  manifeftiy  relu^ant,  as  in  appearing 
upon*  a  recognifance  the  firft  day  of  teroo^ 
we  do  not  ufe  the  word  engaged  but  obliged. 

Nor  is  that  word  applied  to  every  thiqg 
that  draws  the  attention  unlefs  there  be  a  fice 
confent  of  the  Will  to  give  it,  for  a  mai 
who  would  excufe  himfelf  for  failing  at| 
meeting,  will  hardly  fay  he  was  engaged  ^ 
home  by  a  violent  tooth  ach,  though  perhapi 
the  pain  engroffed  his  whole  attention^  aod  Itf 
was  bulled  all  the  while  in  applying  wanp 
flannels,  or  toafled  figs,  or  other  remediGI 
for  afliiaging  it.  So  he  that  ling$  piak^ 
every  third  hour,  or  goes  to  Church  cveg^ 
week  day  becaufe  necefTary  to  fecure  hin^ 
from  the  Devil's  clutches,  or  becaufe  he  thinkl 
the  holy  Spirit  would  be  grieved  and  Cq^ 
made  uneafy  by  being  flighted^  docs  it  oq^ 

to 
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to  remove  a  preiBng  dread  and  anxiety,  with 
a  forced,  not  a  free  confcnt  of  the  Will,  and 
for  the  moft  pare  is  fo  far  from  being  intent 
upon  his  work,  that  his  thoughts  run  a  hanker-* 
ing  all  the  while  after  fomething  elfe ;  or  if 
they  do  enter  upon  it  by  choice,  it  is  like 
that  made  of  their  cards  by  fuch  as  drudge 
ac  them  every  day,  namely,  to  relieve  them- 
ielves  from  the  infupportable  burden  of  hav- 
ing abfolutely  nothing  to  do  by  having  contrad- 
ed  9.  taftelefTnefs  for  every  thing  «lfe. 

Bat  thefe  painful  afliduities,  the  taik  of 
fear  or  cuftom,  like  the  dog  in  the  manger, 
not  only  afford  no  engagement  themfelves^ 
but  ftand  in  the  way  of  other  innocent  and 
u^ful  engagements  that  might  keep  up  a 
voluntary  attention  during  the  performance 
without  drawing  on  any  damage,  or  leaving 
any  remorfe  in   the  refIe6lion  behind. 

On  the  other  hand  when  Religion  is  under- 
ftood  to  be  a  profitable  thing,  and  that 
judgement  grown  into  an  habituate  intimate  per- 
.  foaiion  branching  into  the  three  fpiritual  virtues, 
by  which  means  every  part  of  it  will  be  purfued 
as  a  ftep  to  our  truefl:  intereft  without  thought 
of  obligation  or  of  the  Devil,  whom  one 
would  wi(h  to  deal  with  as  little  as  poflible, 
it  is  then  more  fertile  of  real  engagement 
than  any  other  fcheme  we  can  propofe.  For 
ambition,  avarice  and  all  the  ruling  paflions 
diat  give  life  to  the  bufinefs  of  mankind,  meet 
^^  with 
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vith  frequent  rubs  and  diiappointments,  manj- 
gaps  of  time  pafs  infipidly   wherein  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done  for  advancing  their  purpoTe, 
and  they  are  fometimes  wrefted  from   us  by 
age,   infirmity,  difeafe  or  fatiety. 

Whereas  he  who  takes  for  his  aim  to  do  all 
things  for  tlie  Glory  of  God  manrfefted  in  the 
good  and  perfection  ofthe  human  fpecies,  whe»- 
on  his  own  happinefs  depends  for  ages  to  cquKi 
lias  an  objeA  the  moft  engaging  he  could  ht?6 
chofen  for  his  purfuit,  being  the  amaffingdf 
treafures  in  a  place  where  neither  moth  nor  nft 
do  corrupt,  where  thieves  do  not  break  throng 
and  fteal,  which  will  continue  to  engage  in  dH 
age,  in  ficknefs,  in  diftrefs,  in  all  fituatioM 
of  life,  and  even  in  the  hour  of  death ;  .add 
which,  fo  far  as  he  can  trace  his  reference  to 
the  common  occurrencies  of  his  ftation,  idU 
leave  no  gaps  nor  intermiffions  of  employmtdt: 
for  there  is  always  fome  ufe  to  be  madti  of  Ul 
aAivity  either  upon  the  ideas  of  the  miad  IDT 
motions  of  the  body,  there  is  a  right  tad  Hi. 
wrong  in  every  a£lion ;  fo  that  his  induftry  dis 
never  want  a  fubjedt  to  exercife  itfelf  Ofia 
in  obferving  and  pradtifing  that,  which  is  r^it 
according  to  the  circumftances  of  every^oomk 
that  oflfers.  -  '^/ 


^^i-' 
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RU  D  E  N  C  E  and  virtue  for  the  moft  part 
coafift  in  preferring  greater  cnj<^nient  to 
come,  before  prefent  gratification;  theconteft 
between  tfiem  and  appetite  being  whether  we 
(ball  be  moft  pleafcd,  or  fooneft  pleafed ;  for 
^leafuTc  is  the  objeA  of  both*  only  appetite 
lirgts  to  that  which  may  be  had  now,  and  pfu- 
dence  choofes  that  which  is  the  greateft,  whe- 
ther to  be  taken  now,  or  not  till  to-morrow. 

But  upon  the  article  of  content  the  ftrugglc 

fcems  to  be  of  a  quite  different  kind,  both  par- 

^  pulling  the  very  contrary  way  from  what 

H^  ufed  in  all  other  cafes.     Reafon  exhorts  us 

lb  reft  eafy  under  our  prefent  fuuation,  and  fuf- 

petid  our  defires   until   the   time    fhall  come 

when  they  may  find  materials  of  gratification : 

paffion  and  evil  hnbit  folliclt  us  to  fret  and  vex 

"gd  torment  ourfclves  in  prefcnr,  with  the  tan- 

King  imagination  of  cafe  or  pleafures  at  a 

olaRce  lying  out  of  our  reach,  or  to  make  the 

|h(1  of  an  uncafinefs  by  ftudioufly  aggravating 

^nhe  grievous  circumftances  attcrr^-- "^  'f.    For 

endeavours  ufed  to  quiet  the  n  ve  for 

If  objed  the  prefent  l 
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prcfTure  actually  hanging  upon  it,  they  have  no 
refpedt  to  the  future^  nor  purpofc  to  accomplifh 
beyond  their  immediate  efiedsj  for  it  may  be 
all  one  to-morrow  whether  we  have  bom  our 
troubles  ealily  or  reludtantly  to  day. 

On  the  other  hand  the  impulfes  of  difconteot 
drive  us  upon  the  thorns  every  current  momeo^ 
through  a  perverfe  kind  of  prudence,  under  u 
apprehenfion  hard  to  be  accounted  for  of  feme 
benefit  to  redound  therefrom.  Discontent  is  t 
ipecies  of  grief,  which  I  have  remarked  upoa 
that  article  in  the  chapter  on  the  paflions,  we 
are  led  into  by  having  experienced  that  an  at- 
tentive refledion  upon  the  object  that  troubki 
us  fometimes  difcovers  a  way  to  remove  it,  and 
excites  to  more  flrenuous  endeavours  for  throw- 
ing it  off:  the  apprehenfion  of  this  benefit  fie- . 
quently  entertained,  gives  an  habitual  bent  to* 
the  reflection,  which  is  continually  turned  tfaM 
way  by  a  mechanical  impulfe  very  difiicult  to 
be  overpowered  by  the  utmoft  ftrength  of  re- ' 
folution. 

But  there  is  another  caufe  infenfibly  draws 
the  will  to  indulge  a  greater  difcontent  tbari 
would  be  cad  up  by  the  mechanical  fpriogs  of 
paffion:  as  we  live  in  fociety  where  wefte*/ 
quently  (land  in  need  of  other  people's  affift- 
ance  to  relieve  us  from  our  diilrefies,  and  fini  1 
them  generally  difpofed  to  help  us,  we  very  foon  j 
obferve  that  their  eagernefs  to  offer  relief  rifii 
in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  diftrefs ;  from 

hence 
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hence  we  learn  the  artifice  of  oppreffing  our* 
fehres  as  much  as  poflible,  that  we  may  become 
the  greater  objeds  of  compaffion  and  have  others 
fly  the  fader  to  our  aid.  Therefore  grief  and 
difcontent  generally  abound  in  complaints^ 
which,  though  fometimes  a  little  eating  them, 
more  frequently  double  their  preflure  and  ftrike 
their  roots  deeper  into  the  mind. 

Therefore  Hkewife  children  who  have  beea 

foodled  by  their  parents,  and  perfons  who  have 

bien  much  humoured  in  their  way,  mofl  com- 

monly  grow  fretful  upon  every  lictle  difappoint- 

mcDt ;  whereas  fuch  as  have  been  always  forced 

to  buAle  for  themfelves,  and  nobody  cared  a 

ftfthing  whether  they  were  plcafcd  or  angry^ 

bear  with  troubles  the  beft,  for  they  feel  only 

the  immediate  preflure,    and  are  fo  far  from 

drawing  it  down  with  additional  force  by  re* 

fledion,  that  they  oftener  want  the  fenfibility 

icquifite  for  putting  them  upon  a  proper  guard 

ag^'nft  the  like  evils -for  the  futuref 

Neverthelefs  this  which  was  artifice  and  low 
conning  at  firft,  having  by  long  praftice  given  a 
turn  to  the  wheels  of  the  machine,  becomes 
JDVolantary  habitude  or  fpontaneous  impulfe; 
lod  then  men  cannot  help  fretting  inwardly  or 
by  themfelves  where  it  can  do  no  good,  nor 
cveo  murmuring  againft  Providence^t  repining  at 
Ibe  bardnefs  of  their  lot,  or  ruminating  upon 
I  cruelty  of  their  fate^  all  which  powers  have 

no* 
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no  pafliona  to   be  touched  with  their  com- 
plaints. 

2.  One  would  think  there  (hould  need  no  ex- 
hortations with  men  fo  beftir  themfelves  for  dieir 
own  prefent  eafe,  nor  arguoients  to  perAude 
thenfi  they  are  then  mod  fecure  when  having 
their  fecurity  in  their  own  hands }  for  thoci||i 
we  can  never    make  ourfelves  wholly  inde- 
pendent on   one  another,  and  therefore  it  ii 
prudent  to  apply  the  proper  means  for  obtain* 
ing  fuccour  in  our  needs,  yet  the  lefs  we  ftaod 
in  need  of  fuccour,  the  more  we  can  help  oar- 
felves,  the  better ;    becaufe  no  aid  lies  fo  CCF* 
tainly  under  our  command  as  that  of  our  owl 
refolution ;  befides  that  many  of  the  grievanoH 
men  vex  at,  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  relievrf 
by  any  external  application  whatfoever,  aoddk 
tendernefs  (hown  to  them  does  but  aggraHll 
their  vexation  by  the  influence  of  fympathy. 

But  men  are  fo  fond  of  indolence  that  tbcfi 
will  not  take  a  little  trouble  for  their  own  itt-| 
mediate  relief,  or  the  force  of  habit  is  fo  gmtl 
that  even  the  prefent  fmart  of  the  thorns  it  drivtf  | 
them  upon,  cannot  overcome  it,  which  is 
more  extraordinary  becaufe  in  avoidbg  die 
thorns  they  would  fall  into  a  flowery  path  tod 
obtain  adlual  pleafure  by  efcaping  pain. 
though  content  be  in  itfelf  nothing  more 
a  negation  of  uneafinefs,  yet  fatisfiidtioa  and 
eafinefs  conftantly  follow  fo  clofe  upon 
other,  that  the  moment  one  difappear^*] 
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place  is  occupied  by  the  other,  nor  is  the  mind 
ever  without  fome  degree  of  either,  unlefs 
when  afleep,  and  that  it  is  fo  then  is  more  than 
any  man  can  demonftrate. 

Content  when  obtained  by  our  own  efibrts  is 
t  deliverance  from  vexation ;  but  there  is  a  joy 
ia  the  bare  deliverance  from  evil,  ia  joy  in 
finding  ourfelves  able  to  throw  it  off,  a  compla- 
cence and  folacing  felf-approbation  in  having 
nfed  our  power  well  for  our  own  benefit :  there* 
fort  in  common  language  a  contented  temper  11 
onderftood  to  imply  a  cheerful  or  a  happy 
temper.  On  the  ocher  hand  difcontent  always 
carries  with  it  a  want  to  get  rid  of  the  objeS  it 
feeds  upon ;  but  any  gnawing  want  banifhes  all 
defires  out  of  the  thoughts  which  might  find 
prefent  means  of  gratification,  the  bitter  of  it 
giving  a  tafteleffnefs  to  every  thing  elfe:  fo  there 
needs  only  to  forbear  chewing  the  want  for  re- 
ftoring  our  relifh  and  putting  us  into  a  ftate  of 
Jtal  enjoyment,  for  when  that  is  gone  out  of  the 
thoughts,  there  will  be  litde  defires  enough  ready 
It  hand  to  engage  our  a<ftivity  in  fomething  or 
other  that  (hall  make  the  time  pafs  agreeably. 

It  is  true  that  wants  mud  fometimes  be  en- 
couraged, as  being  neccflary  upon  particular  oc- 
cafions;  for  we  have  not  always  fldll  or 
ftrength  enough  to  raife  defires  fufficient  to  carry 
Di  on  to  our  remote  advantages,  in  which  cafe 
nre  muft  fubmit  to  drudge  for  them  through 
be  thorny  paths  of  uneafinefs. 

P  Therefore 
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Therefore  fear  and  obligs^tbri  have  their  6»^ 
fons  and  their  fubje£ls  wherein  thece  k  imi 
enough  of  them  for  driving  thofe  who  c»uh| 
be  led :  compundioQ^  .  v.oxaitloo^  and  reomfe 
at  having  done  amii^a^'e. generally  the  harbin- 
gers of  virtvie,  for  where  there  is  no  Icivq  qf  ie«^ 
tttude  you  mud  plow  and  barrow  and  tear  ijp 
the  ground  to  prepare  for  its  rcceptioa.  Isgr  t 
Aaqiq  and  abhorrence  of  vice  \  and  where  tbm 
is  but  little  refledtion  you  cnud  engage  it  fifft 
by  raifing  a  quick  fenfibilicy  of  mifchiefs  he^- 
ing,  or  dangers  impending  ^  thus  making  mm 
uneafy  and  difcontented  with  their  prefent  £ti|it 
tion  in  order  to  put  them  upon  exerting  ttiM 
endeavours  to  amend  it ;  and  when  any  k^ 
or  laborious  work  is  to  be  undertaken,  U  11  d^ 
ficult  to  raife  fuch  a  fervency  of  delare  as  tmt 
be  necefTary  to  carry  us  through,  but  thai  u|C||| 
rubs  or  difappointments  it  wiO  fometimes  de||^ 
nerate  into  a  want.  But  then  in  all  thefe 
where  we  run  ourfclves  upon  uneafiucfs  or 
danger  of  it,  we  ought  always  to  know  what 
do,  to  have  the  confent  of  our  calm  judgcoKat 
upon  the  necefiity  or  expedience  of  the  ihii^ 
to  make  it  our  own  voluntary  aft,  bat  flcvei 
fubmit  to  be  dragged  along  by  impulfe  of  paf* 
fion  or  importunity  of  habit, 

3.  Therefore  it  will  be  erpcdicnt,  fo  far 
IS  feafible,   to  keep  the  eye  of  undcrfbi 
perpetually  open,  to  watch  the  little  motions 
Qur  ideas,  and  obferve  whether 


acpf 
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rrom   mccr  mechanical  impulftf,    or  whether 
they  can  anfwer  the  end  propofed  in  thcnn  :  for 

Ku  13  the  moft  likely  means  to  prevent  an  evil 
bit  from  taking  root,  and  to  ^xar  it  off  again 
when  unhappily  contrafted. 

For  habits  fteal  inlenGbly  upon  us  before  we 
aie  aware,    and  this  of  dtfcontent  has  many 
HSifes  contributing  to  its  growth :    the  folly  a£ 
Vvants  and  indifcretion  of  parents   fow  the 
feeds  of  it  in  oar  childhood,  and  when  we  coiiie 
011C  into  the  world  there  arc  cacamples  around 
us  more  than  enow  to  cljerifli  their  growtUc 
the  godly  fret  at  the  profanencfs  and  Hcentioofp 
of  mankind,    at  the   profperlties  of  thd 
ked,  at  their  own  wanr  of  more  than  human 
ngth  to  perform  pund:aally  all  the  rigorous 
s  they  have  enjoined  thcmfclves  j  ihe  poor 
at  being  fabjedcd  to  labour,  the  rich  at 
5fing   opportunities   of   growing  richer,    the 
rotid  at  having  their  tribute  of  homage  with* 
eld,  the  accompliflied  at  the  want  of  due  en- 
ragcment  to  merits  the  connoilTeur  in  mu- 
if  one  may  ufe  the  cathacbreGs,  delights 
^  make  himfelf   miferable    on    hearing    any 
fhing  that  is  not  Italian,  the  elegant  on  fcc^ 
bg  things  vulgar  and  oat  of  taftc  about  them- 
n  flior  ^'    *    — '?   foever  we  are  provided 

»?ith  HL- .: : t  mrrtf^  there  is  fomcihing 

,  houieity 

ranting : 

that 
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that  cruel  fomeihing  unpoflefti  corrodei^  ud 
poifons  all  the  reft. 

Efpecially  in  thcfe  countrksy  whether  from 

the  gloominefs  of  our^tlimate,  the  plenty  tf 

frefli  meats,  or  the  warxonnefs  of  libertj,  then 

18  more  difcontent  and  lefs  ground  for  it»  ihut 

in  mod  nations  upon  earth.    The  fpirit  of  ceti» 

forioufneis,  criticifm,  detradion  and  catomdf 

make  us  torment  ourfelves  to  plague  one  «mfc 

ther,  and  many  times  without  that  effect  hf 

vilifying   in    fecrec  thofe   who   cannot  fuScr 

thereby,  becaufe  they  will  never  know  of  it  i 

but  a  nun  cannot  be  pleafed  within  himfilf, 

Vihtn  difpieafed  with  his  company,  nor  wbll 

lominating  upon  odious  objefls.     Since  then  ne 

live  in  fuch  an  infe£lious  air  and  mufl  perpetoiBy 

run  hazards  of  catching  this  diftemper  of  ifel 

mind,  which  many  times  generates  a  limikr  dif* 

temperature  of  the  bodily  humours,  it  behovetDS 

to  ftand  upon  our  guard  againft  the  contagion,  uri 

keep  our  own  minds  in  tranquillity  whatever  W* 

bulence  we  fee  boiling  around  us,  refolved  nemr 

to  part  with  our  prefent  eafe  unlefs  opoii  feea«, 

rity  of  tome  future  good  to  be  had  in  ex€llillgF^ 

for  enjoyment  is  the  treafure  that  makes  everf 

tiling  relative  to  it  valuable,  therefore  it  is  a  fol* 

ly  to  give  up  one's  pleafures  without  a  feafooibk 

profpedt  of  greater  pleafures  to  be  purchafedby 

the.facrifice. 

It  may  be  expedient  fometimcsto  cefiiklfi-al4j 
complain  heavily  as  an  engine  to 


pailtotss  of  other  people,  bat  tie  it  an  unikilful 
manager  who  is  catched  in, his  own  artifices^ 
1^  is  like  an  anlucky  boy  that  foatches  the 
wachtnan's  whip,  and  whips  out  his  own  eyes 
in  going  to  lafli  the  horics.  And  though  Tully 
aad  Horace  have  admoniflied  their  orator  and 
poet  to  be  vexed  and  grieved  themfclves  if  thcyj 
would  excite  compaifion  and  vexation  in  theau* 
ncc,  yet  there  is  a  wide  difference  betweca 
aflbmed  fentiraent  the  efftdl  of  judgement^ 
and  a  fpontaneous  emotion  the  impulfc  of  habit  j 
Tcfore  we  muft  learn,  like  the  orator  and 
:,  to  raife  a  temporary  paffion  to  fuch  dc* 
gtte  and  continuance  as  is  requifite,  and  to 
i^row  it  a  fide  again  as  foon  as  the  bufinefs  is 
over  ;  for  this  fccms  to  be  the  laft  pcrfcftion  of 
a  well  diiciplined  imagination. 

4.  But  if  we  find  any  fymptoms  of  the  fplc* 
ijaic  difeafe  in  our  temper  (as  who  is  there  who 
y  not  find  them  if  he  watches  carefully  for 
ir  appearance?)  it  will  be  a  ufeful  applica-* 
o  of  our  induftry  to  refid  their  convulfions 
eocvcr  we  perceive  them,  taking  care  we  be 
dilcon tented  at  being  unable  to  quiet  our  dif* 
content  upon  the  firft  efforts,  for  this  would 
deter  us  from  returning  to  the  charge  again^ 
t  habit  is  not  to  be  worn  off  prefently,  for  as 
athcrcd  ftrength  by  repeated  afts  fo  it  caa 
y  be  weakened  by  a  continuity  of  repeated 
ftances ;  therefore  dilieencc  will  do  more 
on  it  than  ftren^  icady  rcfo' 

lutioaj 
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lutlon  will  prove  better  efkStml  than  yiakat 
ejcertion. 
'  The  point  of  aim  for  our  vigilance  to  bold  ia 
view  is  to  keep  judgement  conftantly  opon  hcr- 
feat,  to  prefervean  even  ft^dyiemper  unruffled' 
by  difficulties,  untranfported  by  allurements,  to* 
dwell  upon  the  brighteft  parts  in  every  profpeftii 
to  call  off  the  thoughts  when  raAtoing  upondifit*' 
greeable  objects,  and  ftri^  to  be  pleafed  wirii^ 
the  prefent  circumftances  furroanding  us.  Vf& 
ihay  pra6life  this  firft  ki  little  matters  fudi^ft^ 
occur  within  the  cbmpafs  of-every^day.  whm 
Called  away  from  a  parfuiti  we  are  earneft  upoOi; 
\Vhether  writinjg  chapters*<>r  fonnetSj  wbetlec 
finging  a  third  hour  hymn  or  reading  -a  novc|/ 
or  finifbing  a  head  drefs ;  when  obliged  to  fll> 
in  humdrum  company  or  wait  for  the-fiftblielcl 
of  a  tedious  heavy  fermon,  when  reducfed  ^to 
coarfe  fare  and  bad  accommodations  at  an  uu^-: 
or  having  wandered  out  of  our  way  upon  a  jonm 
ney,  when  forced  upon  a  bufinefs  we  do  not 
like,  or  debarred  a  pleafure  we  had  promifei 
Ourfelves  a  long  while.  For  by  maintaining  < 
ferenity  and  compofure  in  thefe  lefier  triala 
iliall  wean  our  minds  from  an  attachment  .to 
humour,  break  the  force  of  habit,  and  prepnt 
Ourfelves  for  patience  in  labours^  pains  aol  difi 
trcflcs.  ^  : 

And  the  confideration  of  thefe  conlequence» 
may  encourage  us  to  put  in  ufe  the  means  fofi 
obtaining  them>  for  nothing  happens  to  at  ^ 

vain. 
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wii^  dn^li  we  aif^  .iMi  n^mft  tmi  mt  in 
%nificinc7 ;  bat  we  may  look  upon  tH^  ««« 
CRilcsasai^kftiiisfeciMia.uwlti|((niCft  t^  oar 
wcdoKfi,  to  fitat  for  learnuig  (|M|MiM«t  iiriM^ 
ever  funMnoned  to  thM^-  tnd  bring  jm.  m  ji 
pUaney  (^.attentioa  rqidjr  to  tam  latUitly  |p 
«ny  new  autier  as  oc^Qwit  ^1  rt(|iHil^  lOfji 
enter  fiiUy  into  every  fnkoi  bufiftflir.whkoul 
awliflty  o(,relu£UincA$  tBi.«Ni:^a«f(p)y;to  our 
€^,4ix*tci£c^  of  M^<jt.:w«  m«]B  Miiimu«il|r' 
iM^e;  ftorok  fof  vretiihaU^'raat)  'ft'hMiclli  Iram 
thafl».  ihoiigh  we  Oiould-oevM  bt.MUiil  .V}l  IP 
ihc.hardcr,'  .      .    ;,•,;/;•  -^  -  .,.,  .. 

ii,Fnofthi$  will  fonnrafiL:tti.«on  •or  progrcTi  Ifi 
Jfflfa9^;thc.art;o^;foflMa^Ooe  oi  w«|l  M.Pif  ,ClV 
48HeaACtti  ^becaufe  f  leafuff »  enflavf,%^iib4  ui»> 
t$iy  jirant  they  raifir  of  (hefnrelv4l  HQmo  Mi(K 
^efliad^  how deligiitful  Coevtr  f^.pion^j^ tmy 
be  a  while  enjoyed  yet  if  a  man  dof  ti.  im/c  wmi^ 
i^  if  he  cao  content  hinifelf  witi»out  U».  lli  WlU 
always  have  the  free  ufe  of  bf9  judg<m»()tc»fl»«r 
to  gratify  or  forbear  -,  for  thougli  aCUia)  plwie 
fine  may  lull  the  e}'e  oifoSou  'dOu^  Uy  pntMy 
eccapjing  the  tlMWghts,  It  i*  tlte  sumiloKip  Ok' 
a  craving  appetite  thi»t  driven  \iti;im\nt%  imQ 
Willi*!  aotSti.  hud  by  a  im^iity  <^  ci;<<><<}; 
Ally  into  any  ensployounl  l^eiore  iw.':  ^«e  may 
Aide  the  iirp'^tu:.;!)'  ci  }a<0)x,  -^hWii »  <i>/>x 
fviafted  i<x  a.  iirSk.  t^rJit  u.^  %^  Wa  4  lfi:^t  1^(4 

1^   4  i» 
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is  not  room  for  the  foHicitations  of  i 
intrude. 

A  calm  and  unrufBed  mind  quickens 
patch  of  bufinefs,  as  it  lies  more  open  tc 
the  means  of  extricating  ourfelves  firon 
greeable  iituation,  and  employs  the 
ftream  of  aAivity  to  the  beft  ^  wntage ! 
vexation  or  difcontent  fciog  and  divi 
thoughts  and  the  forces,  wafting  more  i 
of  both  in  unprofitable  emotions,  they 
convulfions  in  the  legs  which  make  a 
kicking  about  without  gaining  a  ftep  ft 
Nor  do  they  unfrequendy  defeat  the  Vi 
pofe  originally  propofcd  by  them,  for 
mankind  are  generally  helpful  in  propc 
the  expreflions  of  diftrefs,  we  (hall  fo 
meet  with  fpitcful  or  artful  people  ^ 
have  their  ends  in  making  us  vex  as  1 
they  can  :  the  beft  honeft  revenge  we  c 
upon  the  one,  and  beft  caution  aga 
other,  will  be  to  bear  their  utmoft  prov 
unmoved. 

A  command  of  temper  is  abfolutel] 
fary  for  a  politician,  an  orator,  an  ami 
and  a  general ;  nor  csn  a  man  enga 
law  fuit  prudently,  nor  maintain  an  ai 
foundly,  nor  fcarce  tranfadt  any  bufinei 
portance  fafcly  without  it.  But  it  is  to 
ftand  whetting  the  fword  when  the  mo 
adion  is  come ;  therefore  we  muft  inv 
ielves  early  to  the  work,  or  vexation 
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coDtcnt  will  force  in  upon  us  in  fpiic  of  all  our 
mlaludon,  which  will  only  make  as  vex  the 
more  zt  its  weaknel$. 

5.  Ncverthclefs   there  is  a  fpurious  content 
h  is  the  child  of  indolencet  when  men  ac- 
fee  in  the  prefent  condition  of  things  as  hap-» 
ning  to  fell  out,  bccaufe  rhey  do  not  care  for 
trouble  of  mending  them ;  fo  they  ftifle  a 
ingdefire  that  would  flimulate  to  fome  great 
liadvantage  left  it  fliotild  co(l  them  pains  in  the 

Puifitiom  But  this  is  making  havoc  of  appe^ 
inrtead  of  corrcfting  it,  it  is  plucking  up  the 
I  corn  together  with  the  weeds :  for  when  our 
dcfires  are  gone,  our  eafc  will  become  infenfi* 
faility,  if  we  have  no  pains  neither  will  there  be 
any  pleafurcs  nor  adivity  to  proctrre  what  11 
good  and  profitable. 

Genuine  content  lies  in  the  abfence  of  wantf, 
not  of  defircs  j  for  it  is  one  principal  branch  of 
it  to  be  content  to  labour  whenever  there  is  a 
^ood  reafon  or  upon  profpeft  of  fomcthing  dc- 
Arable  10  be  earned  thereby,  which  difpofition 
will  be  aided  by  a  noble  ardor  taking  off  che 
weight  of  difBculties,  fo  that  they  may  not  fret 
upon  the  (houldcrs.  A  man  may  reft  per- 
fedly  fatisHed  with  his  prefent  fituation  without 
being  a  whit  the  more  reraifs  whenever  a  fair 
opportunity  offers  of  exchangbg  it  for  a  better^ 
nor  is  tranquilUcy  of  mind  at  all  Incompatible 
with  induftry:  but  that  is  vicious  content^ 
" '  "   ftands  as  a  bar  againft  improvement,  for 

though 
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though^  ft  ebe*coixuneiidybloit<f3aoikfUl»^aur|H^ 
ient  cafe  we  tnoft  mt&>  lioRfult  ;the  prdeiit  m 
tonegle£fc  the  future,  but  ^opply^  out  caits  n 
pkhtt  ftscfirudeiice  fiiaU  34irQd«; .  AcqiikiQCDce 
like  aU  .other  'fentioieikfisiQughk  to  -lib  MtaMick 
aa  poffible  iinder  controul  of  the^yif  d^m^oi^  Mai 
depenfi  afi  jittleaa  pofiible  lipon  Oder  h«hk  «r 
^ioipiiirc  of  meehanical  fpringa^  Mbc.n^ 
fio  ^€t  of  the  .wiil  chMHAg  -by;  thel  iigtttt'pf  riH^ 
^firiandltig^  «od  the  pdbcipul  haibit  govcfO^ 
all.  the  reA  ouglit  t^  be  ihat'of  r«adiiieft  ib  jd» 
ioiaginatioa  to  take  thp  f^y  that  dtf<^tloo.MvIll 

gweW^;   V  ■  •   '. ...  :  .   .  ^:.3 

-i*  For  witfa  good  snanagenmt  we  tmy  mafaui 
noeileat^'iife  of  the  power.  gi?en  us  oircr  tfal 
ideas  in  our  imaginatiotiy  tD:(hocoat  foaio  mL 
dwell  upon  others,  to  join,  to  feparqte  or  oooih 
j>ne.thetB,  to  brighten  or  fade  their :coloiM& 
"by  this  means  we  may  often  ftir  up  a  defirc,  or 
Adp  it  when  corrupting  into  a  want,  raife  a 
-temporary  perfuafion  for  our  prefent  ufe  orfi^ 
lace,  excite  a  fervid  earneftnefs  when  needing 
and  calm  it  again  when  the  completion  of  iQ 
purpofe  or  a  change  of  circumftances  render  in 
ihiiilefs  or  hurtful. 

But  the  misfortune  is  that  men  chooib  la 
be  paflivc  even  in  their  a<5tivity,  beiiig  drifcA 
by  fomc  favourite  error  or  fond  paflion  to  ezatt 
the  power  over  their  ideas  in  ihutting  out  faA 
as  would  thwart  them,  and  encourage  fuch  il 
confirm  them :.  like  the.  fox  in  the  fable^  wht 

cried 
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[cried  down  the  grapes  for  four  bccaufe  he  could»j 
[nisr  reach  tbem.    If  hb  paUioa  really  Mindcdt 
Ills  judgement  (o  as  to  put  him  out  of  «>n«iCf1 


1  r  f      rr  f    1  «-!,► 


«-►  1  -  lO  f*      n  r  f 


r,  he  was  a  beafl  inr^ 


.  .^j  ,' 


^  ,  -re  gencrallvmcn,  I  li.^-.^ 

ihcr  fuppoi  .3  an  he  ce  to  flop,. 

he  difccmeni  riiing  upofi^j^s  dj%paintiMjenty 
s  were  the  cafci  ^  ^vaa  a  pattern  v^pr-j « 
uy  ijjr  imitatioDt  ^ 

i?or  every  method  dcfcrves  our  pra^lLilog 
:h«t  may  mure  us  to  tranquillity  without  Icf-* 
rcniug  our  ioduilry  or   abaiing  our  difcrciiDn: 

t  the  h^ppieft  temper  oft  cnind^  if  k  ceuld 
W  acquired^  is  that  of  bctng. never  xonteuiei 
with  onr  condition  when  a  icafible  meariicx:^. 
cars  of  improving  it  in  any  rcfpeift,  and  never 
diicoDtcnted  with  a  prcfiure  we  cannot  hdp,  or 
that  cannot  he  removed  wichout  imprudence. 


CHAP.     XXXV^ 

Rule^  CuJIom,  and  Fa/him* 

A  S  much  as  we  may  nfFcft  to  define  Man  a 
JLjL  reafonable  creature,  daily  experience  will 
roanifcft  to  him  that  obferves  it  aticniiyely,  chat 
icafon  has  a  very  fmall  fliare  in  our  motions ;  it 

can 


'%2^     ItuU,  Cujlm^  dndFafiitm.     Clicp«3j^/ 

oui  only  dircA  fbmc  of  the  prindpal  of  dMB^ 

l^it  the  intermediate,  fpaces  are  occupied'  hf 

trains  of  ideas  and  impulfcs  rifing  mecbuicdf 

ID  onr  imagination :  and  it  is  well  if  the  prind^ 

psd  be  directed  by  reafon,  for  the  farther  ik 

t3Xk  elttend  its  authority  fo  nfiuch  the  happier  fer' 

11^  but  with  all  our  diligence  wc    can  nem^ 

make  it  compleat,  but  the  machine  wiH  ftill  vy 

tain  a  greater  influence  upon  our  coiidofi  diii' 

we  can  gain  for  ourfelves.    For  we;mtBy  linka 

enter  opon  courfes  of  adtion  untbinki^jTr^ttiz 

iathe  profecution  of  them  proceed  fiauncciitt: 

aiiy  confeioufnefs  of  the  minute  fteps  we  fah^ifi 

fffiD^ioD  does  plainly  mark  out  our  padi  wiii. 

not  always  follow  it,  being  hurried  aquice  oai»' 

trary  way  by  the  impetuofity  of  paffion  or  fcni- 

ne&  of  ddire ;  and  when  bcft  difpofed  coab 

the-benefit  of  our  underftandingi  itproveihi 

an  imperfedt  guide.    For  the  proper  gpal  fiv 

reafon  to  lead  us  to,  is  the  greater  good|  or 

btllance  of  enjojrment   to  refult  from  ^^ 

confequences  oif  an  aflion ;  but  thefe  it  is  fii« 

dom  quick  lighted  enough  to  difcern^  ib  as  to 

diake  a  fair  computation  among  fhcm. 

This  being  our  conftitution  it  is  in  vain  to 
think  of  fctting  our  underflanding  to  lead  the 
active  powers  continually  by  the  hand,  or  ex- 
pedt  to  hold  in  contemplation  the  whole  txgfr 
dience  of  every  meafure  we  take  \  the  exercjli^ 
of  chat  faculty  are  befl  bellowed  in  habituauvg, 
the  internal  wheels  of  the  machine  to  mo  fpoa-. 

taneoully 
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tancoufly  in  fuch  irains  as  appear  moft  eligible 
when  the  lights  of  reafon  Ihine  cleared,  or  the 
<ye  of  contemplation  has  ihe  fuUefl,  diftinfteft 
profpe^ft  in  view  ^  and  in  floring  up  rolct,  maxiras 
,nd  judgements  in  the  memory,  which  may  iervc 
occafionally  for  immediate  direflion  in  fliaping 
Dur  condud. 

For  in  time  of  adion  we  have  not  leifure  to 
examine  the  expedience  of  things^  we  iliould 
make  no  difpatch  among  them  if  we  were  ta 
^o  about  it,  but  muft  follow  implicidy  the  rule 
refolved  on,  or  the  judgement  occurring;  be- 
fides  that  what  reflection  we  are  mafters  of  is 
little  enough  to  guide  us  in  making  application 
of  them  to  the  particular  circumftances  before 
Hi:  fo  that  when  we  a<5l  mod  rationally  we 
cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to  know  why,  as  ta 
remember  that  we  formerly  did  know,  nor  do 
we  march  immediately  under  the  banner  of 
reafon,  but  under  the  leading  of  thofe  fubalrern 
impulfes  which  (he  has  chofen  for  our  go- 
vernors. 

Since  then  this  is  the  cafe  with  men  of  the 
beft  natural  and  improved  underftandings,  what 
can  be  expedlcd  from  the  bulk  of  mankind  who 
want  capacity  or  leifure  lo  trace  the  long  and 
intricate  line  of  expedience?  to  tell  them  of  a 
perpetual  dependence  upon  their  reafon  ie  the 
fame  as  bidding  them  be  different  creatures  than 
they  were  made :  they  mull  have  a  clue  put 
into  their  hands  by  which  they  may  find  their 

goal 
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goal  wichont  kiunTing  where  it  lies,  for  tb^ 
goal  is  happtnefs,  btit  their  cine  wiH  fbii)eriifi6 
lead  into  labour,  trouble  and  oneafinefs,  a  nidi 
by  which  they  little  think  to  find  it:  and  it  to 
hoves  every  man  fo  far  as  he  is  able,  to  lenji 
helping  hand  towards  fpinning  the  clue.  Vit 
we  were  neither  born  nor  talented  for  onriUvck 
alone,  we  are  citizens  of  the  univerfe,  inhibi- 
tants  of  the  little  corner  thereof,  the  dirty  p^ 
where  we  are  now  (lationed,  and  whatevernl 
can  do  ior  our  compatriot  reptiles  crawUif 
about  us,  is  the  beft  thing  to  be  done  fit 
ourfelves. 

But  rule,  euftom,  and  fafhion  are  the  eogjnik 
by  which  men  may  be  drawn  into  an  expediBDiDi 
they  do  not  difcem :  therefore  we  ought  to  hb 
very  cautious  of  weakening  the  authority  of' 
a  good  rule  becaufe  we  may  fancy  it  needKA 
for  ourfelves,  much  lefs  becaufe  it  lies  Dndef^ 
fome  prefent  inconvenience.  It  were  to  tt 
wiftied,  that  rules  could  be  formed  attended 
with  no  inconvenience  or  mifchief  j  but  in  thfc 
elementary  globe,  the  offspring  of  a  chaos  not 
yet  grown  to  perfeft  fymmetry  of  parts,  ^ 
mufl  expe£t  to  find  nothing  good  without  iH 
alloy,  fo  (hall  do  wifely  to  take  the  good  widi 
the  bad;  better  fubmit  to  one,  than  lofedM 
other. 

2.  Rule  is  the  fubftitute  of  reafon  to  direft  ilk 
times  of  darknefs  when  there  are  not  tighn;  i 
blaze  fufficient  for  informing  the  underfbaidili^ 

and 
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iVetliain  the  ravings  of  apn^thr:  by  ksaci- 
&orlty  :  but  ta  do  the  latter  tl  ift  be  %n 

Itachnieat  to  it,  and  it  muft  it  va 

)fio  fomething  of  an  appetite,  for  etfe  it  wiU 
main  an  unavailing  fpeculatianwt^ich  i»«j 
oly  fcrve  tomak  eour  enors  wilful,  bccaufe  it 
I  the  depariitrc  from  a  known  rule  which  ren^ 
crs  a  procedure  f^^uliy ;  agreeably  to.  What 
iaint  Paul  has  remarked^  that  where  there  is  tm 
IW  there  can  be  no  traoCgreiSon*   - 

t  it  is  necellary  there  fliould  be  many  ru lea 
fwer  the  fcveral  ejcigejKies  that  may  occur, 
here  they  are  few,  they  will  be  too  gene- 
to  fcrve  for  diredion  In  particular  cafcf^ 
ut  a  greater  ftrength  of  reafon  than  we 
ve  to  employ :  but  when  numerous,  it  i&  uiif 
able  that  they  mufl  fometimes  clafti,  and 
c  a  rife  the  perplexities  we  meet  with  in  the 
ice  of  morality  j  for  where  there  is  but  on< 
ulc  applicable  to  the  bufincfs  in  hand*  the  road 
I  plain,  fo  that  we  cannot  mife  of  it  unlefs  by 
vant  of  refolution  to  execute  what  we  know ; 
lut  when  two  rules  point  to  oppofite  nieafures, 
:  13  not  always  eafy  to  know  whether  we  have 
akcn  the  right,  or  the  wrongs  i 

A  man  is  urged  by  his  bcnefaftor  to  what  bo 
Unks  not  quite  expedient  for  the  public,  hi* 
^fece  is  due  to  boEb,  which  then  (hall  he  pre-* 
?r  why  the  public,  undoubtedly,  whofe  ia^ 
trefts  he  lies  under  a  higher  obligation  of  put** 
bing  tlun  thofe  of  any  finglc  petfoii  whatevar^^ 

fo 
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ib  you  think  here  is  a  clear  decifion  of  the  point 
if  he  have  hot  virtue  enough  to  follow  it|  wd 
indeed  there  is  in  matters  of  importance,  but  a^ 
tlie  decifion  equally  clear  in  things  of  fimlkr 
concern  ?  what  if  lus  fiiend  defires  Fresidi 
wine,  mnft  he  not  gradfy  him  for  fear  of  en- 
couragiog  a  trade  detrimental  to  the  pob- 
lie  i  for  a  oian  may  be  fimltily  (crapfiloQ%  m 
well  as  laudably  confdentious :  but  who  m' 
diftinguifh  preciiely  in  all  cafes  between  tiift% 
and  matters  of  confequence  to  the  pufalic, 
which  no  rules  of  civility,  cuftom  or  privw 
obligation  ought  ever  to  fuperfede  ?  and  in  com- 
mon tranfadtions  there  is  a  rule  of  juftin  isd. 
of  equity  rcquirmg  an  exa&  impartiality  toJ^ 
yet  fomething  is  due  to  favour  and  to  private  pm* 
dence }  but  it  is  hard  to  fettle  the  precifc  bom- 
daries  between  them  fo  as  never  to  ftaod  at  a  Id 
in  what  inftances  we  are  to  fide  with  a  frkn^i 
or  deal  equitably  with  a  ftranger,  to  take 
of  ourfelves  in  a  bargain,  or  proceed  with 
honeft  open  fimplicity. 

Thefedifiiculties  have  been  made  the  ^ 
of  declamations  wherewith  to  exercife  fcbobn 
in  the  art  of  prudence;  and  we  may  find  foisr 
of  them  canvafi^ed  in  Tully*s  oflices  :  but  il  b 
impofiUble  to  fmooth  them  all,  nor  Ihould 
be  much  gainers  if  they  could  be  totally  r^ 
moved,  becaufe  they  put  us  upon  excrtirig  cur 
underllanding  to  extricate  ourielvet 
them.    Experience  (hows  the   Utde  i 
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thofc  comes  bf  cafuiftry  which  have  been  com- 
piled  in  former  times,    attempting   to  frame 
rules  for  every  occafion  that  can  happen,  rule* 
for  govcrniDg  the  exceptions   to   be   made  ir 
thofc  rules,  and  fettling  the  precedence  amon^ 
them:  if  fuch  a  fcheme  could  be  compleatedi 
lb  as  [ofuit  every  one's  apprehenfion,  we  flioutd] 
thco  live  by  apprehcnfion  alone  having  no  uAJ 
for  our  ration  1  facolty  to  deliberate,  to  weigh,! 
to   ballance,  and   ftrike  out  new  lights  for  our- 
fclves. 

But  we  have  all  fome  little  portion  of  under- 
ftanding  given  us  which  will  admit  of  improvc- 
mcoc  by  conii  lual  ufe,  and  though  we  can  fcl- 
dom  aift  entirely  by  reafon  we  may  often 
take  afllflancc  from  it  in  the  conftruftion 
and  application  of  our  rules,  in  comparing 
them  together,  penetrating  into  the  fpirit  of 
them,  and  trying  them  by  the  more  general 
irom  whence  they  branched. 

If  whenever  the  eye  fees  double  fo  that  the 
point  of  reftimde  appears  on  oppofite  fides, 
wc  could  look  along  the  line  of  expedience  to 
lis  origin  the  greater  good,  we  might  then 
infallibly  diftlnguilli  the  reality  from  the  ap* 
pearance  :  but  fince  opportunities  for  fuch  large 
difcermnent  very  rarely  happen,  the  fole  remedy 
to  fupply  the  want  of  it  lies  in  determining 
ibe  precedency  of  our  rules,  and  fettling  the 
degrees  of  authority  among  ih^m,  fo  that 
ifc  may  know  which  ought  to  fuperft^c 
Q^  aooilKi 
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another  by  the  fliock  we  (hould  feel  upon 
breaking  through  it :  but  then  great  care  muft 
be  taken,  that  fome  fecret  prejudice  do  not 
intrude  in  the  decifion,  and  the  vexaiioQ  of 
difappointing  fome  favourite  inclinacion  be 
not  miftaken  for  the  (hock  of  an  ofieoce  ag^iaft 
,re£ticudes  for  it  is  very  common  for  felf* 
intereft  to  pervert  judgement,  and  for  defire  to 
aflume  the  garb  and  likeoefs  of  a  rale. 

Therefore  it  is  the  part  of  every  man  to  add 
what  he  can  to  the  fandlion  of  falutary  nilcf, 
and  preferve  the  fubordination  among  themt 
which   he   may  be  encours^ed  to  do  for  hk 
own  fake  as  well  as  that  of  the  generality;  for 
nobody   can  attain  a  through    knowledge  of 
all  points  neceflary  for  his  conduct  fo  istt 
proceed  by  fcience  in  all  the  feveral   branches 
of  it,  but  he  chat  is  able  to  prefcribe  in  focm 
things  may   be  glad  to  follow   the  leading  tf 
his  neighbours  in  others.     Nor  how  well  /<►• 
ever  lie  may  be   qualified  in  point  of  ikiti  10 
prefcribe,  has  any   of  us  authority  enough  l^ 
attempt  it  with   probability  of  fuccefe;  tbeifl 
fore  we  Ihall  be  mofl:  ferviceable  by    joining  m^ 
with  our  example  and  recommendation  to  tdd 
weight  to  the  bed  of  thofe  which  arc  alri 
prevailing. 

3.  But  as  the  bcft  plants  are  npr  to  loxori 
if  not  carefully  watched  and  IkUfulIy 
fo  the  attachment  to  rules  fomedmes  grows 
ilrong,  making  them  a  cloginflj  ' 
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to  our  morions;  the  hunger    and  thirft  after 

rightcoufnefs    turns    into    a    vitiated   appetite 

producing  rightcoufnefs   overmuch,    and    the 

love  of  rectitude  becomes  a    precifenefs  and 

rigidity  •unpliant  to  the  common  occafions  of 

life.     This  indeed  feldom   happens,  and  then 

it  is  by  an  attachment  to  one  or  two  favourite 

rules  in  negleft  of  .all  the  reft,  for  while  we 

pay  a  due  regard  to  them  all  they  will  n1oderite| 

one  another,  or  fubmir  to   the  moderation  of  ^ 

fobcr  judgement.     But  as  they  are  not  all  to 

be  learned  at  once,   for  knowledge  comes  by 

flow  degrees,    I  (hoiild    wi(h   tb    fee   young 

people  a  little  over  fcrupuloiis  in  adhering  to 

the  few  they  are  acquainted  with,  for  the  fame 

rcafon  that  Cicero    liked    better  to   find  his 

icholar    in    rhetoric    exuberant    than  barren; 

becaufe  luxuriance  is  much  eafier  cured  than 

fierility,  as  a  vigorous  plant  may  be  pruned 

with  lefs  trouble  than  you  can  nourifh  up  a 

weakly.     For  the  over  ftridt  will  run  them- 

felves  into  inconveniences  which  muft  teaeh 

diem  experience  to  correct  their  error,  but  the 

licentious  can  never  be   made  fenfible,  how 

fcverely  foever  they  fufFer  by  their  licentioufneis^  - 

becaufe    having   no    obfervation  they  cannot 

profit  by  experience :   befides  in  one  cafe  you 

will  hive  appetite,  the  natural  propenfity  to 

eaie  and  pleafure,  and  the  world  to  affift  you, 

whereas  in  the  other  they  will  all  join  ftrongly 

with  the  enemy. 

Qji  The 
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The  greateft  mlAakes  fpring  from  an  apprc^ 
heqfion  of  intrindc  value  in  rules,  wliereai. 
ncUher  the  rules  of  Religion,  nor  of  reAitude, 
nor  of  honour,  nor  of  prudence  .ace  gQod  in 
themfelves,  they  are  only  meafu  res  tending  to 
a  good  beyond,  they  are  expedients  to  make 
up  for  our  (hort  fightednefs,  and  fupply  the 
place  of  reafon  :  therefore  when  recourfc  can 
be.  had  to. the  principal,  the  authority  of  the 
fubflicute  is  fuperfedcd.  So  it  behoves  us  to 
ftudy  the  uks  o\  our  fcveral  rules,  and  where 
they  can  be  ^difccrned,  no  attachment  to  .the. 
letter  ought  to  withhold  us  from  procuring  tBT 
fpirit>  or  gaining  the  end,  propofcd  th^rrin 
by  any  methods  moft  effeftual  /6r  ibc  par- 

.  But  then  the  difcernment  ought  to  be  very 
clear,  for  die  prefumption  lies  always  flcci^- 
on  the  fhie  of  received  rules >  nor  mufl-i 
)ddgment  be.pafibd  upon  a  Angle  incot^veni^ 
but  computaiion  likewife  be  made  of  the  i 
chiefs  that  xwzy  enfue  at  other  bmes, 
to  the  public  or  ourfelves  upzjn  invnlidi 
their  force.  Such  difcernment  is  mofl 
to  be  had  where  ic  appears  evidcoUy  iherefaii 
been  an  alteration,  uf  circumftanccs,  wl 
may  render  a  rule  Iiurtful  that  was  higl 
hcneficial  before,  or  where  it  has  bcca  pJs»" 
pably  mirundcrftcod,  or  whcnt  tliere  is  a  pecs* 
liariiy  of  htuation  incompatible  w^i  "^ 
o\  ic. 
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Int   though  rules  ought   to   be  founded  on 
ton,  fbmctimcs  the  reafon  is  none  other  than 
regularity  aod  method  fake,  ia  v.  fe 

K|y  may  be  fo  far  arbitrary  or  acci^jcu  ji  aS 
^utve  a  preference  between  form$  pcrfe^ily 
Plmerent  before.  If  there  be  a  long  cauiey 
^rith  a  hollow  way  by  the  fide,  it  is  all  one 
vbetbcr  ihe  pafleng^ers  gouig  and  coming  give 
sach  other  ibc  right  hand  or  the  left,  yei  when 
>ne  ha§  been  pitched  upon,  it  would  caufe  great 
:onfuUon  to  break  into  it.  Men  ai!^ing  in 
:onccrt  can  perform  much  mors  than  if  each 
wtre  left  to  take  his  oWo  way,  buc  there  is/10 

(lifig  forces  unlefs  all  will  fubmit  to  fome 
e:  and  a  fingle  perfon  may  difpatch  his  work 
^'1-^^  -r  by  adhering  to  the  method  he  had 
,  abed  himfelf  at  fir  ft,  though  perhaps 
(here  are  a  hundred  other  methods  which  might 
lave  anfwered  bis  purpt^fe  as  well.  One  pdi 
ipal  benefit  of  government  and  fubordination 

Pat  the  word  of  a  fnperior  may  be  a  rule 
fl  dependants,  whereby  numbers  are  made 
fejotn  in  the  fame  work,  and  ad  as  efFedtually 
Btbe  firengch  of  all  could  be  gachered  int^ 
^gle  perfon. 

4*  The   proper   fanftion  of   rules  is    fear, 
le,   or  obligation;    there  is  alway    fomc- 
irkfomc   and  reftric^ive  in  them   wljch 
not    choofe,   btit    fubmic  to    !hrf>tt^b 
Id   rule  is 


nil 


in 
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appellation  for  the  pleafure  it  gives  when  fol- 
lowed  with  full  acquiefcence  and  confent  ti 
mind,  but  becaufe  It  a£ts  as  an  imperious  tyrant 
driving  upon  difficulties  and  fatigues,  and  forcing 
us  to  do  things  againft  our  judgenrvcnt.     kidced 
while  we  can  hold  the  benefits  attainable  by  a 
rule   ftrongly  in  contemplation,  the  defire  of 
them  may  take  out  all  fpice  of  irkfomnefs  belong- 
ing to  it,  yet  ftill  the  end  remains  the  fole  objefi 
of  our  choice,  and  we  purfue  the  means  becaufe 
obliged  thereto    by   their  being  ncccflary  to 
compafs   our  end.    When   rules   are    growa 
familiar  and  the  pradice  of  them  Tpontaneooi^ 
fo  that  it  becomes  ea(ier  to  follow  them  tbiQ 
abftain,    they  lofe  their  efTence  thou^  tbef 
retain  their  name ;  being  now  no  longer  nilei 
governing  the  conduft,  but  habits  or  ways  of 
ading  fallen  currently  into,  without  care  of 
refledlion. 

But  the  language  of  mankind  is  not  i?ti^^ 
curate  as  to  keep  the  terms  always  ftddtfytt 
the  fame  fignlfication,  therefore  it  is  ufual  to 
call  thofe  habits  by  the  name  of  rules  which 
were  firft  contraded  under  the  idea  of  obliga- 
tion, by  the  neceflity  of  efcaping  fomc  mifdikf 
or enluring feme defirablc  benefit.  Hence  conxf 
it  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  \&L 
ing  a  regular  life,  and  living  by  rule  ;  the  ois 
is  pleafant,  eafy,  fmooth  and  difpatchfulj  d» 
other  unengaging,  toilfome,  ftiff,  and 
wafleful  both  of  time  and  ftrength. 
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rrfonswholivcby  rule^  though  of  ihcir  own 
ing  and  many  times  whimfical  enoughi 
:*  nor  cfteemed  to  pafs  their  time  the  moft 
tafafably  while  they  make  a  point  of  procced- 
g  in  certain  particular  forms  and  methods, 
r  they  ftill  a<S  under  an  obligation  though 
Ipofed  by  themfelves,  their  movements  are 
ira  whit  theJcfs  a  talk  for  being  a  tx(k  of 
eif  own  letting*  Wherefore  prudence  fliould 
cUne  us  to  fet  ourfelves  fuch  tiiks  as  may 
hm  into  engaging  and  profitable  habits,  f^x 
■  wc  may  get  into  a  courfe  of  ailing  accord* 
^o  rule  without  being  reftraincd  by  ic : 
U  ibis  is  poflible,  appears  in  matters  of 
Httage,  ihofe  who  fpeak  corredly  never  dc- 
Ste  from  the  rules  of  grammar,  yet  never  are 
Jided  by  them  nor  once  think  of  them:  it  is 
cU  known  how  laborious  are  the  exercifes  of 
hool  boys  while  forced  to  put  their  words 
gether  by  rules,  but  when  the  ftru£lure  of 
irafe  is  become  familiar  to  them,  there  is 
\  end  of  rule,    whole   ufe  ceafes  in  proportion 

» regularity  of  diction  grows  to  be  habiiuaU 
wc  learn  upon  the  authority  of  Cicero,  ihat 
rules  taught  by  rhetoricians  were  not   of 
sir  own  invention,  but  drawn  from  obferv: 
I  upon  the  ways  of  managing  an  argument 
Hfed  by  orators*     So  that  the  purpofc  of 
is  nothing  more  than  to  lead  iir  ^     '    - 
Harity  of  fpecch,  and  of  worktnn  th 
crfualiont  wWch  was  firft  a.^ 
Q.4 
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any  rule  at  all  ^  and  the  efiedl  of  proficiency 
in  learning  is  to  get  rid  of  the  oeceflity  of 
rules. 

The  fame  it  is  with  the  arts  of  religioDi 
morality  and  prudence ;  we  muft  fubmit  to 
rules  at  firll,  fome  of  them  irkfome  and  rigar-' 
ous  enough  to  the  novice,  and  this  is  the  thorny 
way  leading  into  virtue:  but  trouble  is  not 
wifely  undertaken  onlefs  for  the  fake  of  tbit 
eafe  which  is  the  child  of  expertnefs,  therefore 
our  bufinefs  is  by  a  fleady  adherence  to  (a- 
lutary  rules  to  bring  the  mind  as  faft  as  pofSbk 
into  a  liking  of  them  and  turn  them  into  habiu; 
for  then  imagination  will  be  difciplined  to  tm 
fpontaneoufly  in  regular  trains  mod  conducive 
to  our  benefit,  and  defire  will  anticipate  jud^ 
ment  by  prompting  continually  to  the  vcff 
courfcs  which  that  would  recomaiend:  iu4 
then  are  we  paft  the  thorny  way,  and  atriYcd 
in  the  delightful  champain  where  all  is  fcaoodl 
and  clear  and  engaging. 

Nevcrthclefs  while  groveling  in  this  vale  of 
mortality,  we  fliall  Aill  find  many  quarters  o£ 
the  country  bcfet  with  the  like  thorns,  throii|jk 
which  we  muft  open  ourfelves  a  pafifage  by  die 
like  refolution  and  perfeverance,  flriving  W 
work  as  many  beaten  roads  as  we  can,  that  W0 
may  range  about  in  purfuit  of  our  own  advin* 
tagcs  and  thofc  of  our  neighbour,  with  the 
better  eafe  and  difp.itch. 

5.  There 
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5.  There  is  aa  afiimty  between  Fule,  jkbir^ 
afid  cuftam^  for  they  all  tend  to  produce  a 
onifi^rmiiy  of  condu£^  to  prevent  our  motiona 
fiom  being  delbltory,  and  join  them  together 
iato  certain  couifes.  Rule,  as  {  fald  before,  is 
generally  fouiided  on  obligation,  and  begun  with 
£ime  d^ree  of  relndance  %  but  cuftom  is  of- 
teoer  fallen  into  accidentally,  or  introduced  by 
convenience,  or  if  it  were  fometimes  impcfed  l^y 
role,  the  orinn  is  ufually  forgotten^  and  men 
fidlow  it  without  other  reafon  than  becaufci 
they  fee  it  followed. 

There  is  often  a  very  flrpng  attachment  li| 
coftoms  not  only  for  the  troubje  and  au]^wafd< 
aefi  found  in  going  an  unbeaten  road,  but  for 
the  veneration  they  are  had  in,  which  ratios  & 
fcmd  of  a  fcruple  of  confcience  againft  departs 
log  from  them :  they  are  conceived  to  be  good 
in  th^mfelves,  to  make  a  redtitude ;  for  it  is 
a  cpnftant  argument  among  the  conunan  peor 
^,  that  a  thing  muft  be  done  and  ouglu  to 
be  done  becaufe  it  always  has  been  done. 
Hiftory  produces  initances  of  infurreftions  that 
llive  been  raifed  by  endeavouring  to  put  people 
out  of  an  infignificant,  and  perhapsinconvenienc 
coAom:  and  every  nation  efteems  its  own 
coftoms  wife,  becoming  and  laudable,  but  thofe 
)f  other  countries  abfurd  and  ridiculous^ 
ifiany  forms  in  religion  have  been  held  iacred 
od  ftickled  for,  tooth  and  nail,  without  other 

reafon 
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reafon  affigned,  than  their  ancient  and  gCKnl 
nfage,  and  you  may  obferve  people^  very  dift- 
rent  with  refped  to  the  principles  of  thdr4& 
fubmit  to  many  inconveniences,  rather  thank 
put  cue  of  the  way  they  have  been  accaftodied 
to. 

Nor  does  the  prevalence  ftop  at  adions^  it 
reaches  to  the  fentiments  too :  for  men  hafc 
as  high  a  veneration  for  their  ufual  ways  of 
thinking  as  of  behaviour;   what    thqr  never 
queftioned  in  their  own  minds  and  never  heard 
queflioned,  pafies  for  an    innate  principle^  1 
ii^f-evident  truth  needing  no  evidence  to  fop- 
port  ic,  and  which  no  evidence  can  overthrow. 
It  was  upon  this  foundation   I   fuppofe  tkt 
Lucretius  aHerted  fo  roundly  that  nothing  eic^ 
body  can  touch  or  be  touched,  and  that  thto 
can  be  no  underftandlng  unlefs  in   a  hanil 
fhape,  becaufe  he  had  never  feen  an  intel%ll 
creature  in  any  other.     And  this  I  fufped  In 
at  the  bottom  of  all  fpeculative  atheifm,  ftr 
being  condantly  accuftomed  to  the  operatiQali 
and  to  feek  for  the  caufcs  of  all  phenooieaft^i 
the  qualities  of  matter,  men  cannot  bring  M^ 
imagination  to  depart  from  its  cuftomary  tiMlt- 
fo  far  as  to  conceive  any  other  power  coopORlK 
This  likewife  makes  it  foextreamly'     "^^ 
diftinguifh  between  creation  and  com[ 
or  change  of  form,  between  eflence  u4^ 
ence,  between  the  acceffion  of  quality- 
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uftion  of  fabftance,  becaufe  it  has  been  af- 
's  cuftomary  to  apprehend  things  by  their 
lilies,  to  give  them  new  names  when  m 
Mbrtment  which  they  had  not  while  fcparatc, 
and  efteem  them  diiTercnt  Beings  from  their 
conftituenc  parts.     This  keeps  men  fo  little  ac- 
quainted   with    their  real   fclves  and    where- 
in their  perfonality  confifts,  becaufe  they  have 
been  conftantly  accuflomed  to  denominate  the 
pcrfon  by  the  bodily  appearance  or  the  charac- 
ter, and  becaufe  they  never  remember  them- 
fclves  exifting  without  organs,  therefore  count 
the  organs  component  parts  of  themfelves. 

Nevenhelefs  cuftom  has  its  ufes  and  thofe 
I  not  inconfiderable  as  well  for  thinking  as  adling  j 
our  fureft  reafonings  proceed  upon  principles 
already  known  and  never  doubted  of,  fome  cuf- 
tomary apprehenfions  mufl  ferve  for  the  bafis 
even  of  thofe  difcoveries  which  wean  us  from 
others;  our  knowledge  of  an  immaterial  agent 
fprings  from  having  conftantly  obferved  upon 
every  clofe  examination  into  the  operations  of 
matter,  that  it  never  begins  nor  cncreafes  an 
impulfe,  but  only  tranfmits  precifely  the  fame 
ic  had  received  from  elfewhere. 

Cuftom  begets  expcrtnefs  and  renders  things 
y  which  were  difHculc  and  irkfome  before : 
gives  us  our  ereft  pofture,  for  nature  made 
prone  like  the  beafts^  and  cndo\vs  us  wiihi 
cch  which  one  cannot  f        ""     '     ""  '^ 
rnt^   nor  can  you  teach  yw^i  vi 
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and  grammar :  it  cements  focictyy  Ug  QodMnt 
knits  men  fo  firmly  together  as  a  ^ommuq|iQQ  1^ 
uj&ges«  and  if  you  know  thecuftomsofacoiuin 
you  may  know  where  to  find  company,  mJi 
how  to  join  with  them  in  their  ways  of  pr<^ 
ceeding:  ic  is  the  retailer  to  dilpenfe  thewi 
ful  imports  of  icience  among  the  volgar^-  u 
whom  many  practices  of  Relig}on^    of  gQo4 
polity,  the  management  of  their  children  «ih( 
meafures  of  private  prudence  are  meer  cuftoiq 
though  introduced  originally  by  wifdom,  exteo- 
five  difcernmcnt  and  mature  deliberation ;  nor 
is  there  any  merchant  in  knowledge  of  fo  iipi7 
verfal  correfpondence  as  to  import  commodities 
of  all  kinds,   but  muft  Aill  refort  to  the  ihopoff 
general  ufage  for  fomc  things,  nor  has  a  betted 
reafon  to  giver  for  many  of  his  proceedings,  tfi^ 
becaufe  other  people  do  the  like:  it  multipIU 
engagements  and  gives  currency  to  the  bufinett 
of  life,  for  moft  men  would  (land  idle  unlcu 
when  fome  orgent  defire  is  a- float,  utterly  at  t 
Jofs  how  to  difpofe  of  themfelvcs  if  there  wcii 
not  certain  cuflomary  methods  of  emploj^ 
their  time.     Though  it  influences  by  attradin  . 
without  addrefling  to  the  reafon,  yet  it  alwayi 
carries  the  prefumption  of  reafon  on  its  fidie^ , 
for  no  body  would  begin  a  pernicious  or  incoor 
venient  cuflom;  and  fometimes  ic  makes  reafin^ 
for  where  there  are  feveraj  roads  of  equal  lei^ 
leading  to  the  fame  place,  the  beaten  is  v\vwj% 
the  fmoothen:,  the  faicl^  and  the  mofl  fociable. 


\'IR(t  tuRcnfsmty  become  bad  by  an  alte*^ 
rstifdn  t)f  churaders  or  circumftances^  or  maj^ 
lii^  ^bikA  "fiillen   into  untfainkiiij^j  withooS 
Vaf&firitit   ihf6h&M5ob  of  the  inconveniendcar 
dttttdlia^.  tli^    tHertfore  h  ii  dangeroos  -  to 
d6tttira€t  ibcK  to  attachment  for  did  ufages  a» 
db  tnepi^ience  dor  cdifideratton  c^n  loo^,  for 
dbtji^ftg  ought  to  fuperfede  the  aathority  oP 
t^fUfn  wtcn  ihcf  jadgements  of  it  are  dear :  to' 
SKihir^iLitj  Mfiti-ior  guide  implicitly  is  taTcry,* 
dbr  ^diicipline  :  but  then  We  ought  to  be  rerf 
fBHk.6f 'hai4^^^g6od^;farraht  for  the  liberties 
-ttlfcn  with  preir^iling  csftoms^  for  the  burden 
of  tbfe  proof  liea  ilrongly  upon  him  that  would' 
ittbdtch  them :  no  tnan  is  -  juftMed  in  breaking- 
AnEi'becaufe  he doeshot  fee  their  expediences' 
n&c^U&ht  plunly  ftes  a  mifcfiief  attending 
tiiem« 

6.  Rule  opemtes  as  a  motive  of  neqefilty  to 
cfcape  an  evil  or  daniage  confequent  upon  the 
negled!  of  it,  Caftonii  as  a  motive  of  ufe  for' 
tome  real  or  imaglDary  expedience  apprehended 
in  it,  and  Fa(hion  as  a  motive  of  honour  being' 
idiowed  to  raifc  our  credit  or  fgve  us  from 
difcredit.  There  is  a  iimilitude  between  the 
*hree,  they  often  rife  from  one  another,  and 
^ow  into  one  another,  and  common  language 
h  not  fo  exad  as  to  prevent  their  being  fpoken 
of  promifcoudy ;  but  if  we  make  the  diflindion 
thofc  fetm  to  be  the  proper  marks  for  afcertain- 
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ing  ic :  for  a  man  in  a  defolate  ifland  might  fbrm 
rules  for  his  conduct  and  fall  into  feme  cnL 
tomary  methods  of  employing  his  time,  bqt 
could  never  have  any  fuch  thing  as  fa(hioD. 

The  proper  province  of  fafhion  lies  in  litde 
matters  fuch  as  drefs,  furniture,  diverfidob 
equipage,  difpofition  of  houfes  and  gardeii%. 
compliments,  variations  of  language  or  of  idiomb 
and  the  like,  for  which  there  is  not  pro^dfioi 
made  by  the  other  two:  therefore  it  has  tk 
greateft  influence  upon  perfons  of  much  libeny 
and  much  leifure,  or  in  hours  of  leifure  upoi 
high  days  and  holidays,  at  lead  in  this  coxxvlrf. 
where  our  arci6cers  think  nothing  of  it  wjjds 
buficd  at  their  work,  but  the  French  carpeonc 
cannot  faw  his  boards  without  a  long  pig-nl 
and  ruffled  Aiirt,  nor  calling  to  his  feUoiii^^ 
Monfieur,  have  the  goodnefs  to  reach  me  d^ 
file.  It  (lands  in  lieu  of  all  obligations  with  ^ 
ladies  who  tend  a  fick  relation,  take  care  ofUxir 
children,  go  to  church,  and  perform  the  mpH 
important  duties,  becaufe  what  would 
fay?  how  (Irange  and  odd  it  would  look  if 
were  to  omit  them  ?  Nor  are  fome  men  be! 
hand  with  the  fair  icx  in  alledging  for 
cation  of  what  they  do  in  prefervation  of  tllQr 
eftates  or  maintainance  of  their  rights,  tte 
other  wife  they  (hould  be  laughed  at :  as  if  thMr 
were  no  other  grounds  of  conduft  than  flfr^^ 
eftimation  of  the  world.  In  (hort 
there  is  more  honcAy  and  good  order 

among 
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moDO'  us  by  the  fear  of  one  anothers  cenfure, 
ban  of  the  divine  judgements,  the  (lings  of 
^nfcience,  or  the  reproaches  of  our  own  rea- 
bn. 

As  fa(hion  prevails  by  the  defire  of  admira- 
ion  and  (hame  of  difcredit,  it  neceiTarily  occa* 
ioDS  perpetual  fluduations  in  matters  of  indif- 
'crence,  fome  taking  up  new  modes  to  diftin* 
roilh  them  from  the  vulgar,  and  the  vulgar 
:reeping  after  them  asfaft  aii  they  can,  to  pnc 
m  end  to  that  diftindion  by  which  they  are 
Qiortified.  So  the  conteft  rifes  upon  much  the 
lame  foundation  with  that  between  Pompey 
ufi  Cefar,  the  courtier  cannot  bear  an  equal, 
Dor.:thc  citizen  a  fuperior  s  the  country  dame 
VQuld  have  you  ready  to  think  (he  had  lived 
in  London  all  her  life,  and  the  town  lady 
firives  to  make  the  difference  fo  great  you  may 
Ice  it  a  mile  off. 

Therefore  the  recommendation  of  a  fa(hion 
ii  oat  that  Jt  is  the  prettieft,  the  neateft,  the 
aoft  commodious,  or  moft  ufeful,  but  the 
oeweft,  and  adopted  by  perfcns  of  higheft  rank 
m  the  place :  nor  does  there  need  ocher  .^om- 
meodation^  all  others  being  virtually  contained 
ia  that,  for  novelty  and  high  example  will 
nike  things  beautiful  and  ufeful  that  were 
nmefteemed  fo  before,  nor  ever  will  be  again 
•hfa  thofe  caufes  ceafe. 

How  camberfome,  how  ugly,  how  ridicu- 
Ibri  do  wc  think  the  ruffs  and  farthingales  of 

former 


2$t      RkJe,  Oiflcm^  and  Faflion.      Chap.  |^ 

former  times !  yet  no  doubt  they  were  vaftly 
pretty  when  in  vogae,  and  oor  great  gnnd 
mothers  could  trip  about  as  nfanbly  \tt  them  u 
our  daughters  can  in  their  wide  flat  hoops  made 
like  the  mercers  coutiter  co  fet  off^  the  filk 
thcr  than  the  wearer.  The  mothers  chofe  tfael 
ornaments  for  the  intrtnfic  value,  a  ^w  dk- 
moods  of  good  water  or  firing  of  oriental  pert 
ixrere  thought  to  out(hine  a  multitude  of  cawdrjr 
trinkets:  but  now  if  there  are  any  real  iciM|| 
they  muft  be  overwhelmed  with  t  profufiore 
falfe  ftoncs  and  filver  flourilhing  to  be  new  fe 
every  two  years :  and  the  ears  art  often  \m^ 
with  French  pafte.  coloured  gkis,  and  otber 
fanuilic  baubles.  A  few  years  ago  the  hoc^ 
could  not  be  pretty  unlefs  it  rofc  on  each  &te 
in  a  earners  hump^  fo  that  the  flecves  wm 
forced  to  be  ftiffned  and  made  to  ^land  up  lite 
a  bantam  cock*s  tail,  that  they  might  not  hiich 
in  the  petticoat.  One  principal  fourcc  of  bttatf 
is  exprefTion,  but  it  is  not  long  Gnce  the  bezs, 
alnioil  throttled  in  a  large  folitairCt  and  hir  hair 
flratned  tight  to  the  bag,  till  ready  to  IV^rt  ivait 
the  temples,  was  thought  to  appear  wA 
charming  under  an  exprefiion  of  the  uttnoft 
diftrcfs. 

I  wasgrievoufly  mortified  tothct  diry  onhtp* 
pening  unthinkingly  to  produce  ten  pennywoRb 
c  f  half- pence  out  of  my  pockets  in  prefeoced 
a  fine  gentleman;  he  raifed  a  violent 
upon  me  for  the  abfurdiiy  of  kndiBg 
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wich  fuch  an  enormous  weight,  and  of  fuch 
filthy  oirtal  that  one  could  not  touch  without 
daubing  one's  fingers:  now  he  always  lugs 
ibout  a  fwinging  fword  with  him  that  weighs 
ten  times  as  much  as  my  half- pence,  and  has 
left  an  Indelible  mark  of  its  neatnefs  in  a  long 
footy  fmudgc  upon  the  lining  of  my  coach  ; 
bat  I  durft  not  retort  upon  him  becaufe  I  knew 
very  well  that  faflilon  has  a  ma'^ical  power  to 
make  any  thing  light  or  heavy,  cleanly  ornady 
by  a  laugh  or  an  exclamation. 

Nor  does  fafhion  W3nt  the  like  power  in 
tther  inftancefi  to  change  the  qualities  and  ap- 
pearances of  things :  we  prefer  dry  veal  becaufe 
it  is  white,  and  adulterated  bread  for  the  like 
teafon,  taking  for  our  fupport  a  withered  kecks 
inftead  of  the  AafF  of  life:  we  admire  white 
bathes  and  ftewcd  cucumbers  that  look  as  if 
cbey  had  been  eaten  once  before,  and  garnifh 
the  rims  of  our  difties  with  dabs  of  chewed 
greens  :  boiled  rabbits  are  truflcd  up  to  appear 
as  frightful  as  poflible,  and  made  to  refemblc 
that  terror  of  our  childhood  Raw  neck  and 
bloody  bones.  Our  town  houfes  are  thought 
mod  commodious  when  the  family  is  fqueezcd 
Qp  in  fcanty  clofets  for  the  fake  of  having  a  Ifm- 
cious  hall  at  the  entrance,  and  in  the  country 
we  are  forced  to  cut  down  our  (hady  groves 
and  arbours  that  a  vifitcr  may  have  a  iull  view 
of  the  houfe  half  a  mile  off;  thus  contriving  ibr 
ihow  in  preference  to  ufe^  and  for  momeotary 
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pleafures  in  prejudice  of  the  more  durable.  Per* 
fons  of  no  ear  learn  to  die  away  ia  extafy  at  the 
charms  of  mufic  they  have  been  told  is  Itatiuz 
contradidlioDS  become  elegance  and  proprictj  tif 
language,  for  a  thing  may  be  exceffiyelyjOM^ 
derate^  vaflly  little^  monilrous  pretty,  vnif 
drous  common,  prodigious  natural,  or  devSift 
godly ;  and  a  lady  laft  winter  walking  firpQidy 
nextftreet  to  fee  my  Serena,  told  her  (helqqa4 
the  way  (he  came  along  fo  dirty,  that  in  oat 
part  it  was  abfolutely  impanfable. 

Nor  are  the  learned  exempt  from  chtin* 
fiuence  of  fafliion,  for  as  that  impels  chcy  ffn^ 
their  Greek  by  its  own  accent,  or  by  cbo  Ra- 
man ;  and  in  reading  Latin  perpetually  nuiii 
falfe  quantities,  judging  of  the  found  hj  ikit 
fpellii.g,  or  what  i3  more  extraordinvy  hf^M 
fignification,  fo  that  Cano  prooounced  qtlfilj^ 
in  the  fame  manner  fliall  ncverthclcis  be  %ft(Mf 
found  when  it  fignifies  I  fing,  but  a  loi^^v^ 
condrued  Giey  headed:  and  on  hQar4B§»4f 
word  Manus  you  cannot  pofiibty  meai^di' 
quantity  by  your  ear,  until  you  knoiVrftMl 
the  context  whether  it  was  ufed  for  botfacbNll 
or  only  one.  .^^ 

7.  Yet  is  fafliion  not  without  irs 
tliofe  no  contemptible  ones :  it  furniflial 
pcrlbns  with  the  whole  employment  q£ 
tin^c,  thereby  reltuing  them  from 
forlorn  condition,  the  having  abfoliil«ly< 
to  do,  and  fills  up  the  vacancies  betweiB  1 
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occupations  for  die  rdl  of  the  world.  How 
\VQ\x\d  the  fine  lady  or  the  pretty  gentlenun  dif- 
pofe  of  thcoifeUes  if  it  were  not  for  the  labours 
of  the  toilette,  for  audlions  oi*  exhibitions,  till 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  duty  Of 
vilits,  the  attendaoce  at  plays,  routs,  drums  or 
Ranelaghs,  from  feveo  in  ihe  afternoon  till 
one  in  the  evening  ?  and  ihofc  engaged  in  any 
profcffion,  employment  or  fcience,  might  be  at 
a  lofs  for  recreation  in  their  intervals,  if  cherc 
were  not  methods  iv\  vogue  ready  marked  out 
to  their  hand.  Nay  perhaps  we  plodding  folks 
might  plod  on  to  our  mifchief,  like  a  hen  that 
3froald  fit  till  (he  ftarves  herfelf,  were  we  not 
forced  oflF  our  neft  by  fome  neceflkry  compli- 
ances with  the  mode. 

Religion  and  confidcrate  reafon  can  determine 
only  the  main  branches  of  our  condu6t,  yet  wc 
mtiil  always  be  doing  fomething,  but  (liould  have 
BO  choice  in  matters  left  indifferent  by  them, 
if  we  had  not  the  example  and  recommenda^ 
tion  of  the  world  to  dire6l  us.  It  is  this  in- 
fluence that  chiefly  fupplies  defires^  nourilhcs 
habits,  conditutes  elegance^  and  gives  a  relifli 
Ibc  the  ordinary  employments  it  leads  into* 
The  men  take  dire<5lion  from  hence  what  books 
to  read,  the  ladies  in  what  works  to  employ 
their  needle,  and  both  to  touch  ncitlier  books 
nor  needle  when  the  prevailing  modo  of  the 
lime  or  place  happens  to  run  againil  them« 
The  lame  tcft  determines  what  fliall  be  deemed 
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an  accomplifhment,  what  game  at  cards  or  dice, 
or  what  exercife  (hall  be  agreeable. 

Nor  is  it  in  our  adlions  alone  and  likings  tf 
external  objects  that  we  drive  with  the  ftiieaiD^ 
but  the  fame  impulfe  likewife  guides  the  tsaxm 
of  exprefiion  and  models  the  caft  of  imag^- 
tion,  as  is  evident  from  the  tafte  and  gemM 
peculiar  to  different  ages  and  countries,  wUck 
cannot  be  owing  to  the  foil  or  climate,  nor  aqr 
^  other  caufe  than  the  prevalence  of  cuftom  draw- 
ing thofe  who  confort  together,  into  fimilir 
trains  of  tMHting.  Many  order  their  hoofe- 
hold,  breed  up  their  children,  regulate 
expences,  and  take  their  mod  important 
fures  according  to  what  they  fee  done  by  ochen: 
fo  that  this  lies  as  a  ready  rule  for  multitadci 
who  could  not  ftrike  out  any  rule  for  cfacm- 
felves  by  their  own  reafon  and  obfervatioa^  ImC 
muft  elfe  wander  at  hap  hazard  or  ftagnfltB.ii 
.uncertainty.  \ 

And  it  is  the  eafier  rule  becaufe  it  opeiaMI , 
by  attraction  rather  than  compuliioh,  not  dri^ 
ing  upon  a  difagreeable  ta(k,  but  raifing  a  gnd 
opinion  and  liking  of  the  pradices  it  enjooik 
In  which  circumftance  I  wiih  the  rules  of'  pM^ 
gion  could  be  brought  to  refemble  it,  aiid-Wi 
might  be  taught,  as  recommended  in  Cbtlfi 
XXVL  to  ferve  God  in  contemplation  of  ^ 
benefits  accruing  therefrom,  rather  than  of  lbs 
mifchiefs  incurred  by  difobedience.  But  Ar 
fuch  as  think  themfelves  able  to  form  nks 
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upon  the  reafon  of  things  by  their  own  faga- 
city,  flill  an  attention  to  general  pradice  is  not 
fuperfluous,  for  the  meafures  of  conduft  proper 
for  the  different  occurrencies  in  life  are  fo  va- 
rious, that  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  trace 
them  all  to  their  foundations,  but  he  that  is 
qualified  to  lead  upon  one  occafion»  will  find 
faimfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  following  upon 
others,  fiefides  as  we  live  in  fociety,  common 
ufage  makes  the  reafon  in  many  cafes,  becaufe 
without  a  regard  to  that,  our  feverai  manners  of 
proceeding  would  be  fo  uncout|i|K^one  another 
that  we  could  never  join  in  intercourfe  either 
for  mutual  afliftance  or  entertainment:  there- 
fore  when  people  are  attached  to  their  own 
particular  ways,  you  find  it  very  difHcult  to 
traniad  any  bufinefs  or  partake  in  any  diverfion 
with  them. 

Were  people  never  to  confort  unlefs  when 
fome  bufinefs  of  importance  brings  them  to« 
gether,  occafions  of  this  fort  happen  fo  rarely, 
they  would  continue  in  a  maniicr  Grangers  to 
one  another  ;  but  the  rules  of  civility  are  the 
threads  compleating  the  jundion  of  fociety  be- 
gun by  our  mutual  needs.  The  forms  of  good 
breeding  and  general  topics  of  difcourfe  lying 
DpoQ  the  level  of  every  capacity,  enter  us  inco 
cpnverl'ation  or  ferve  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  of 
it,  thereby  furnilL  an  opportunity  for  introduc- 
ng  matters  of  greater  moment  without  folem- 
i;ty,    for  difcerning  one  another's  charadlcrs, 
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and  lead  into  the  knowledge  of  die  woridL 
They  give  a  larger  fcope  to  good  nature  by  pie« 
paring  a  beaten  tiack  wherein  to  exetcife  kfidf 
in  trifles,  for  how  well  foever  difpoTedy  «e 
fhould  not  know  how  to  proceed  in  pleafingooB 
another,  if  there  were  not  certain  metbodi  «f 
behaviour  which  cuilom  has  made  agreeabfelt 
every  body. 

8.  The  fages  of  old  have  ranked  Conitefy 
among  the  virtues^  though  the  loweft  of  tfaef 
number  :  nor  is  it  only  a  virtue  itfelf  but  intro- 
duces a  fmall  degree  of  many  others.     It  firft 
weans  from  boyl(h  humours  and  fudden  im- 
pulfes  of  wantonnefs,  reconciles  to  (bmcthing 
of  difcipline  and  orderly  deportment^  curbs  the 
eagernefs  of  appetite  and  inures  to  bear  little  con« 
fbraints  and  felf-denials ;  thus  teaching  fome  fimff 
rudiments  of  endurance  and  forbearance,  l»hk& 
how  fmall  foever  are  yet  a  valuable  acquifitioii 
being  one  degree  better  than  uncontrouled  licen- 
tioufnefs.     It  creates  a  fenfibility  of  apprbbt* 
tion  and  cenfure  more  attentive  to  the  reditode' 
of  adions  than  to  prefent  pleafure  or  profit^  ts 
finding  fupcrior  fatisfaflion  in  the  confciou^libil' 
of  having  adlcd  right,  a  difpofition  rendring  Afe 
mind  fufceptiblc  of  the  fublimeft  virtues:  and  thc? 
the  rule  of  redlitude  be  far  from  the  moft  ^tt>* 
fedt,  yet  is  it  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  fucli  as  htfe 
not  a  better,  nor  a  ufelefs  monitor  to  (bch^  as 
have,    for  it   has  been   conftantly  remarkedi 
that  thofe  who  affcdl  an  utter  contempt  of  tfcc 

world 
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wteM  al^ys  £iH  into  fome  fatal  error  or  grofk 
^kfGfLvAfKfy  for  no  man's  jodgement  is  fo  coqi- 
{rftat  as  •  10  fet  him  above  learning  any  thing 
£roiD  liit^ndghbours. 

<  -By  preferving  this  rega^^d  to  others  it  throws 
ibfftie  check  upon  fdf-iufficiency,  making  men 
fenGble  of  a  mataai  dc^ndence;  as  it  Hke« 
wife  draws  them  nearer  to  an  idea  of  their 
intrinfic  equality  by  the  affiibility  and  con*' 
dcicenfion  it  recommends  towards  inferiors, 
and  the  Tohinttry  refpedt  and  reverence,  inftead 
of  Xervile  dread  and  forced  obcifance,  towards 
faperiorft  For  in  defpotic  countries  where  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  powerful  leaves  no  room 
for  courtefy  to  interfere,  the  populace  are  fcarce 
confidered  as  human  creatnresj  and  the  women 
treated  as  ilaves  or  pofiefTions,  many  times  fold. 
to  the  beft  bidder  as  one  would  a  horfe  or  1^ 
pi6lure. 

If  Coortefy  be  the  loweft  of  the  virtues,  Po- 
litenefs  is  the  loweft  of  the  fciences ;  yec  a  ici^ 
encc  it  is,  therefore  well  worthy  the  careful  at- 
tention of  fuch  as  are  not  qualified  for  any 
higher,  as  it  will  keep  them  to  fuch  obCerva- 
Vion  and  exercife  of  their  judgement,  as  they 
are  capable  of  making :  nor  is  it  below  the  rt<- 
gard  of  the  mod  profound  fo  far  as  ic  can  be 
profecutcd  wiihout  -interruption  to  things  of 
greater  moment,  for  it  will  make  ihcm  more 
generally  ufeful,  abating  the "ftiftnels  of  che  clo- 
^ec^  ancl  enabling  them  to  accommodate  their 
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conceptions  to  the  trains  of  thought  and  ezprc£- 
fion  current  in   the  world.     This  icience  te-.. 
quires  no  great  ingenuity  nor  laborious  applict- 
tion  \  a  defire  to  learn,  aod  afiiduity  under  the 
bed  mafters,    that  is,  the  politeft   cpmpanyj 
will  fuffice  s  for  it  i$  more  to  be  catched  by 
fympathy,    than    taught    by  inftrudtion.     It 
wants  little  previous  preparation  to  qualify  dw 
fcholar  for  making  proficiency,  for  a  man  mvf 
be  very  well  behaved  without  other  learning 
than  that  gotten  under  the  dancing  mafter  to 
give  an  eafe  and  grace  to  his  motions :  yet  it* 
admits  of  many  grafts  if  there  be  capacity  aod 
inclination  enough    to    cultivate  them,  whidi; 
render  a  gentleman  more  accompliflied,    and 
afford  him  a  larger  fcope  wherein  to  exercii9> 
his  politenefs ;  fuch  as  mufic,  painting,  boiU-: 
ing,  gardening,  agriculture,  manufadures^  pom^' 
merce,  characters,   cuiloms  and  manners  Ahj 
reign  and  domeftic,  poetry,  wit  and  humotu; 
criticifm,  together  with  fuch  fmattering  ofiiln.. 
tural  philofophy  and  the  profounder  iciefices»  |t. 
may  ferve  to  give  a  folidity,  without  clQgp^pi:! 
the  eafe  or  damping  the  livelinefs  of  convcrfbr^at 
tion:  for  good  breeding  is  mod  fully  exempllp;-' 
fied  when  one  appears  to  underhand  fomethi^g.  « 
of  every  thing,  but  it  is  not  needful  \o  puHot  ; 
any  thing  to  the  bottoni.  ■  *•  i- 

9.  It  would  be  a  vain  attempt  in  ine  tQ  gO'  -"■ 
about  drawing  a  perfedt  character  of  politcoefib 
a  quality  for  which  I  never  was  famous  myielC. 

as 
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IS  being  too  much  taken  up  with  my  fpecula* 
tipns  to  pay  thofe  afCduities  to  the  bed  mafters 
vehich  I  have  juft  now  pronoun  ced  neccflary 
for  gaining  the  full  and  genuine  completion  of 
poUtenefs  :  but  as  in  a  former  place  I  have  called 
it  the  ikin  anc}  outfide  of  virtue,  and  the  fkin  air- 
ways coipforms  itfelf  to  the  lying  of  the  folids 
beneath)  the  fhape  though  not  the  colour  feems 
to  Fall  properly  wijthin  my  province,  and  ho^y 
deficient  focvcr  in  the  pradical  part,  I  may  ftill 
examine  the  principal  foundations  \yhereon  the 
theory  ftands  eredted, 

Politenefs  then  I  conceive  fp^y  t>e  ftilcd  the 
reprefeotative  of  Jpharity,  employed  where  (he 
i$  abfent^  to  execute  her  office  in  little  matters : 
for  Chari^  though  principally  driving  at  the  fo- 
Ijd  good  of  our  fellow  creatures,  yet  whenever 
oppoFtfinitie^  for  fuch  fervice  do  not  ofier,  (he 
prompts  to  pleafe,  to  oblige  and  to  gratify : 
for  prefent  pleafure  is  a  good  when  not  bring- 
11^  oa  any  fobfeqpent  inifchief,  and  adds  a  mice 
to  the  dock  of  happinefs.  In  this  refpeft  po- 
KtcDcft  imjtates  her,  urging  to  the  fame  works 
that  (he  does,  though  not  with  the  fame  view ; 
fiir  Charity  fee^eth  not  her  own,  fhe  proceeds 
diredly  upon  a  principle  of  goodwill  to  the 
pfijrty  gratified,  but  Politenefs  carries  felf  in 
Hiew  suming  at  the  credit  of  the  performer, 
and  to  gain  the  good  liking  of  thofe  whom  he 
i;oDverfes  with.  Yet  is  it  a  confiderable  ad- 
ipntage  to  become  habituated  to  works  of  vir- 
«  tue 
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tue  though  done  upon  another  motive,  bcctiife 
this  will  render  the  genuine  virtue  more  eafy  tt> 
be  acquired  ;  for  virtue  has  a  natural  beauty  en- 
gaging to  moft  men  while  held  in  ccmtempla- 
tion  alone,  but  when  they  come  to  the  pniddoe^ 
it  is  the  difficulty  of  breaking  oflF  their  old 
courfes  that  fets  them  againft  her,  therefore  if 
they  can  be  previoufly  led  into  the  courfes  flie 
recommends,  this  obftaqle  being  removed  (he 
will  find  an  eafy  reception. 

Nor  is  it  unprecedented  that  men  have  been 
drawn  inlenfibly  by  the  practice  of  good  breed- 
ing into  a  hearty  benevolence  of  temper :  and  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  doubtecf  that  in  countries 
where  civility  and  good  manners  prevail,  there 
are  more  inlbnces  of  true  poblic  fpiritanddif* 
inrerefted  kindnefs,  than  among  the  baibtroos 
and  uncultivated.  I  have  before  iaid  that  pri- 
vate affedtion  is  the  proper  avenue  to  Charity, 
and  politenefs  helps  coniiderably  forwstfd  on 
the  way :  affedion  firft  draws  us  out  of  our* 
felves,  but  then  it  fixes  our  regards  upon  a  few 
particular  objeds;  whereas  politenefs,  like  dia<» 
rity,  fpreads  them  more  diffufively,  fb  that  att 
objedts  indifferently  prefendng  to  the  view,  be- 
come qualified  to  artradt  them. 

Ic  is  the  rule  of  charity  to  love  your  neigh- 
boar,  that  is,  every  perfon  who  comes  wirhiii 
the  reach  of  your  good  offices;  and  it  is  the' 
rule  of  politenefs  to  make  yourfelf  agreeable  to 
the  company  whatever  perfons  it  happens  to- 

conull 


Chap.  35^.  Rule,  Cuftom,  and  Fa(hion.  267 
CQiifift  of.  As  the  one  covers  a  multitude  of 
fio8»  ib  the  other  covers  a  multitude  of  defeats : 
if^there  be  any  unpcrfcftion  or  deformity,  any 
Goarfencfs  or  inelegance  of  drefs^  gefture  or  lan- 
guage, any  mark  of  ignorance  or  peculiarity, 
any  variance  of  fentiment,  it  overlooks  them  all,* 
and  ftrives  to  fnit  itfelf  to  the  tafte  of  thofe  that 
are  prefent. 

Superior  fkill  and  ability,  as  all  talents  ought; 
are  efteemed  given  for  the  benefit  of  others, 
and  employed  for  the  greater  cafe  and  entertain- 
taent  of  fuch  as  want  them ;  fo  that  imbecilKty 
of  all  kinds  gives  the  larger  title  to  deference 
and  complaifance.  The  weaker  fex,  who  in 
nnpolifiied  countries  are  confidered  as  the  pro« 
pcrty  of  the  ftronger,  have  by  far  the  greater 
(hare  both  of  the  legiflative  and  executive  au- 
diority  in  the  kingdom  of  fa(hion :  they  arc 
likewife  the  depofitaries  and  judges  in  matters 
relating  to  form  and  ceremony,  fo  that  the  fol- 
&r,  the  fcholar,  the  divine  and  the  metaphy- 
fieian,  unfkilled  in  the  niceties  of  ceremonial 
kw,  ftand  in  awe  of  their  decifions;  as  Hedtor 
dreaded  the  Troadas  elkifepeplous,  the  Trojan 
ladies  with  their  fweeping  trains. 

As  politenefs  (lands  in  the  pafTage  between 
aflS^ion  and  charity,  it  affumes  the  count e- 
jiiance  of"  the  former  as  well  as  of  the  latter ; 
whoever  makes  one  in  the  circle  around  you  is 
to  be  treated  as  ^our  particular  friend  \  you  arc 
to  rgoice  in  whatever  has  fallen  oqt  to  his^ 

wiflies^ 
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wi(hes,  and  fympathize  with  his  difpteafureii 
to  be  foUicitous  for  the  heahh  and  profperiqr 
of  his  relations  or  intimates,  and  cake  his  pan 
againft  all  that  are  abfent,  to  exprefs  a  predUec* 
tion  of  his  perfon»  an  efteem  of  his  qoali6catio« 
and  deference  to  his  judgement^  or  if  for  kequg 
op  the  ball  of  difcourfe  you  may  <^er  a  varifr» 
tion  of  opinion,  it  muft  be  done  by  way  of  fog* 
g/eftion  in  order  only  to  obtab  his  determinatioik 
The  police  man  has  no  will  of  his  own,  bat 
takes  the  pleafure  of  the  company  for  the  guid- 
ance of  his  motions :  he  is  fuperior  to  pun,  ibr 
]f  this  tooth  aches  or  (hoe  pinches  him,  he  maft 
not  make  wry  faces,  nor  complain  left  ic  gif« 
Qther  people  uneafinefs :  he  has  the  ftoical  ajMK 
thy  capable  of  making  all  things  indificr^nc  aod 
fubmitting  his  humours  to  thofe  of  any  bodf 
elfe,  no  pertubation,  anxiety,  nor  eagemeft|bal 
poffefles  a  calm  unruffled  ferenity,  and  y^ 
ceeds  with  awakened  eafe  which  is  the  child  of 
expertnefs  not  of  indolence.  If  any  thing  dt^ 
contention  be  unavoidable,  he  (hows  a  reluA*^ 
ance  in  entring  upon  it,  manages  ic  with  Ms* 
dernefs  and  good  manners,  and  never  foffisti 
you  to  think  his  efteem  or  good-will  fufpende4v 
for  a  moment.  Upon  proper  occafion  he  qn 
give  advice  without  infulting,  admonifh  of  sf . 
indiicrction  without difpIeaHng,  and  r^Uy  with- 
out  giving  ofFencc. 

Aflurance  or  courage  is  a  neccffary  ingrediefX. 
of  politenefs,  for  if  people  are  fatisfied  you  ^\\^ 
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do  a  rude  thing  if  you  had  d  mind  but  never 
have  that  mind  in  any  (ingle  inftancc,  your  me- 
Tit  is  greater  with  them,  than  if  complaifance 
were  forced  from  you  by  dread  of  their  cen- 
Aires :  for  there  is  a  difference  between  refpe£l 
«Ad  iervile  fear,  the  one  is  amiable,. the. ojLher 
contemptible.  Some»  who  would  be  thought 
extremely  well  bred,  how  obfequioufly  foever 
they  behave  to  every  body  in  their  prefencc, 
ipake  a  pradice  of  cenfuring,  criticizing,  and 
calumniating  them  as  foon  as  their  backs  are 
turned :  now  with  fubmiffion  to  the  bed  mif- 
trefles  in  the  fcience,  this  feems  to  me  a  de- 
fedl  of  politenefs ;  perhaps  I  may  be  mifled  by 
my  notion  of  its  fimilitude  with  charity,  which 
.{lopeth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  and 
thinketh  no  evil ;  but  to  my  apprehen(ion,  the 
eflcDce  of  politenefs  requiring  a  difpa(ilonate 
temper,  whatever  betrays  the  marks  of  env)r( 
rancour,  animofity,  ill  nature  or  other  intem- 
perance of  mind,  mnfl:  be  inconfiftent  with  ic. 
One  may  indeed  gratify  the  humours  of  the 
company  by  depreciating  others,  but  then  if 
they  have  any  refle£tion  they  muft  fee  that  the 
•fame  talent  will  be  turned  againfl  themfelves 
another  time ;  fo  they  love  you  for  a  moment, 
bat  will  be  afraid  of  you  ever  after. 

Therefore  I  conceive  that  the  polite  man  who 
defires  to  raife  a  durable  credit  with  the  world, 
will  not  be  forward  to  fpeak  ill  of  any  body, 
bot  fele6t  the  bright  fpots  of  a  charaAer,.and 
ifcck  for  extenuations  in  thofe  parts  which  can* 

not 


zyo  Rule,  Cajhm  andFaJhimu  Qiap.  35] 
not  entirely  be  defended ;  for  by  iffiog  to  pH 
every  body  their  due  commendauop»  lui«ii|> 
lilies  to  perfons  prefent  will  appear  to  be  fipeep 
lity  and  not  meer  compliment*    .   . 

In  £3rmer  times  there  was  a.  good  deal  of  CM^ 

ilraint  in  the  modiOi   ways  of    treacnig  «ll 

another,  people  were  forced  to  -eat  and  dfttk 

more  than  they  liked,  and  prefled  to  ftay  dfill 

a  vifit  longer  than  was  agreeable;  but  nowdMJI 

nuifances  are  happily  removed,  and  libertf  ll 

become  the  bafis  of  our  laws,  as  well  of  fiifliAaii 

as  of  the  land :.  but  liberty  is  beft  advanoad  bf 

every  one  reilrainiog  himfelf  in  fach  fiuKNiil 

muil  prove  a  reftrainc  upon  thofe  of  other  ptik 

fons,  indulging  thofe  defires  only  which  aiecoM^ 

patible  with  theirs,  and  making  it  his  prinoigt 

deiire  to  contrive  and  labour  for  tbeir  eoitlMil 

ment.    Therefore  where  there  is  a  aoi 

thorough  well  bred  perfons  joined  10  an 

tion,   I  conceive  it  the  trueft  miniasuse 

Utopian  or  paradiiiacal  (late :  things  lio  I 

mon  among  them,  there  is  no  greedioefi^ 

teiuion  or  fufpicion,  no  trouble  is  gruc^eA.iv 

the   general  accommodation,  and  everj. 

Arives  to  make  things  as  agreeable  as  poffifahll 

the  refl.  ij^ 

10.  But  as  there   is  no  good  thing  ift  dl 
world  without  its  alloy,  politeneia 
have  fcen  of  fuch  excellent  ufe  to  pri 
harmony  and  enjoyment  among  maakiadi 
duces  its  evil  weeds  copioufly  enough  «  wA 
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its ialucary  fruits.  I  have  faid  juft  now  that  it 
affiunes  the  countenance  of  afFed:ion  and  charity, 
but  too  often  carries  the  countenance  only 
without  an  atom  of  the  fubflance.  It  is  become 
a  proverb  that  the  Spaniard  often  kifles  the  hands 
he  wifbes  were  cut  off;  and  your  very  courtly 
people  appear  extreamly  obliging  to.  perfons 
ihey  do  not  care  a  farthing  for;  nor  does  the 
affability  of  the  well  bred  always  make  them  a 
whk  the  more  candid  to  think  well^  or  more 
iqclined  to  wifh  vvell  to  others. 

•  This  proceeds  from  their  taking  the  credit 
of  politenefs  for  their  ultimate  point  of  aioH 
purfuifig  it  rather  as  a  brilliant  accomplifhment, 
<han  aS'  a  valuable  quality,  which  renders  the 
rtality  fuperfloons,  becauie  credit  muft  refult 
hoxBk  appearances,  not  from  fiocerity  and  hearti* 
fwfr  ^hich  cannot  be  difcerned.  This  accom- 
f^i(hsicnt,  as  obferved  above,  is  an  avenue  to 
virtiie,  but  he  that  has  gone  no  further  on  his 
wi];tban  juft  to  enter  the  avenue,  has  made 
very  little  progrefs,  it  is  well  if  he  does  not 
ftrifce  afide  into  the  bypaths  of  error  and 
inifchief.  The  cafe  here  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  of  Reli^on,  where  forms  and  cere- 
monies are  the  neceflary  avenues  conducting 
iolo  the  fubflance :  but  it  is  well  known  what 
extravagancies  have  been  run  into  by  thofe  who 
BM(Uke  the  form  for  the  fubflance.  As  indif- 
fOpet  head  longzeal  has  proved  the  fource  of 
IqperfUtion^  cenforioufnefs,  animoHty  and  per- 

fecution 
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fecution,  fo  an  eagern^fs  to  be  admired  for  th^ 
pink  of  policenefs,  has  fometimes  given  occafion 
to  a  pernicious  delicacy  and  refinements  in  yice» 
making  men  worfe  than  they  would  haVe  beeft 
by  meer  natural  inclination }  whence  fome  have 
maintained  that  the  polite  arts  have  been  a  mit 
chief  to  the  world,  becaufe  enormities  abouml 
in  countries  where  they  prevail,  which  are.uih> 
known  among  favages. 

This  may  be  owned  without  proving  them 
a  mifchief,  if  their  benefits  greatly  overballancC 
the  abufes  made  of  them ;  for  the  beft  thingi 
when  corrupted  turn  into  the  wofft,  which  does 
not  deftroy  their  value  unlefs  the  corruptioo 
were  to  become  general.     Wc  have  fcen  in  Afc 
lad  fe£lions^  of  what  excellent  fertices  an  atten- 
tion to  politenefs  is  capable  when  under  ttfe 
guidance  of  judgement,    and  directed  to  the 
advancement  of  virtue,  but  when  tak^n  op  fof 
a  firft  principle  of  a£lion,  when  made  an  objeft 
of  ambition,  it  produces  direft  contrary  eficAs. 
In  (lead  of  promoting  charity,  condefcenfioirr, 
and  a  better  fenfe  of  intrinfic  equality  it  gene- 
rates contempt  and  loathing,  and  widens  the 
difference  between  man  and  man,  making  the 
rude  and  vulgar  regarded  as  an  inferior  ipecies 
of  creatures.     It  infpires  with  vanity  and  the 
defire  of  excelling  inftead  of  that  of  excellence! 
for  things  are  not  coveted  for  their  intrinfic  va- 
lue or  ufefulnefs,  but  for  their  being  elegant  and 

modilh  , 
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EDodiih.  Perfons  under  cbis  influence  difdain 
very  thing  that  is  vulgar  or  docs  notdiftioguifh 
them  from  the  comnnon  heard,  ihey  perpetually 
vie  with  their  equals  and  emulate  their  fuperiors : 
which  gives  them  an  utter  averfion  to  trouble, 
to  confideration,  regularity  and  difcipline,  as 
mean  things  fit  only  to  keep  the  populace  ia 
ortler,  and  runs  them  into  all  fadiionable  follies^ 
difSpation  and  ruinous  expences* 

The  iuperfinc  gentleman  muft  not  put  on  his 
own  cloaths,  look  into  his  own  eftate,  nor  cat 
nor  talk  nor  do  any  thing  like  the  bulk  of  man- 
^jod:  he  has  no  judgement  of  his  own,  but 
^^es  his  meafures  of  all  kinds  from  the  modifli 
Randard,  and  even  choofes  his  divcrfions  not 
becaufe  he  likes  them,  but  becaufe  followed 
by  the  beau  monde :  he  fcorns  application  and 
ferioufnefs,  economy  and  jufticc  to  his  tradcf- 
DoeOg  becaufe  he  fees  them  difregarded  by  per- 
fons of  fafhion,  and  would  be  afliamed  to 
>arfuc  a  clofe  train  of  thought  or  argumenta- 
tion as  being  pedantic,  but  decides  every  thing 
at  once  by  pofitivenefs  and  exclimation:  he  can- 
tiot  endure  to  be  alone  becaufe  then  having  no 
[Opportunity  of  ihining,  but  aims  to  fparkle  in 
all  companies  even  before  his  own  fervants,  and 
b  as  proud  of  undcrftanding  all  the  punduali- 
lics  and  niceties  of  elegance,  as  Alexander  was 
C^f  conquering  the  world. 

It  his  been  obfcrved  in  thelaft  fcdion,  that  po- 

ttenefs  teaches  CO  fubmit  your  own  humours  to 

S       *  thofe 
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thofe  of  the  company  ;  therefore  fo  farnuf  In 
deemed  afpeciesof  ufeful  felf«denial;  batdM 
It  affords  no  check  upon  their  humours,  fortht 
when  made  the  fole  principle  of  a£tion«  il.«» 
courages  the  indulgence  of  every  humoKfii 
folly  wherein  others  will  join,  and  yco m^ 
even  lead  them  into  wliatever  fancy  yoa  pkii| 
fo  there  be  no  conftraint  ufed,  but  you  can  mk^ 
the  thing  agreeable  to  them :  Thus  the  deiiiil 
iof  private  defires  ferves.only  to  inftigate  andgbc 
a  larger  fcope  to  the  general.  .. 

Its  objedt  being  topleafe  and  entertain,  ntlNl 
than  to  do  a  real  benefit,  it  naturally  fixes  the  tttBfe^ 
tion  upon  little  forms  and  modes  of  behsnMlft 
which  beft  anfwer  its  purpofe,  or  if  it  mj^OBB 
any  learning  or  ac^ompliihment,  they  are  Uk 
only  and  to  be  cultivated  fo  far,  as  may  ouk^ 
man  more  agreeable  in  converfation,  not  jinA 
ferviceable  to  himfelf  or  others  in  life ;  as  if  di 
fole  bufinefs  of  mankind  were  amufemenL  % 
this  means  things  of  moment  and  trifles  are  owde 
to  change  their  nature,  great  flrefs  is  laid'Ofjail 
the  latter  fo  as  to  engrofs  the  thoughts  iocofi^ 
tempt  of  the  former:  and  a  man  is  eftimaiij^ 
not  by  his  ikill  in  any  fcience  or  merit  iiK^ 
profeflion,  but  by  his  manner  of  enteiiii§|# 
room>  the  fluency  and  livelinefsof  his  diftoi^ 
and  readinefs  in  making  a  handfome 
ment 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  where   the  IcgHlMJH 
power  in  matters  of  faihion  refides,  the 
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d  before,   have  a  confidemble  (liare^  l^ut 

f  do  not  proceed  by  feilion,  deliberadoo  or 

ily  lb  thcic  lUfUces  are  many  times  fan- 

c  and  arbitrary,  9ind  if  chance  and  whiqi 

vc  to  influeiice  any  where,  it  muft  ccruinly 
be  here.  The  adminiilrauon  is  carried  on  with 
IJie  uimoft  rigour  of  legal  jufticc  untempcred 
by  equity,  no  allowance  made  fcir  miftake  c^ 
ignorance  or  want  of  information^  but  who- 
ever does  not  conform  exa<5lly  to  the  letter  of 
the  law,  is  cried  down  as  a  brute*  For  thougli 
Uie  thorough  polite  overlook  all  involuntary 
failings,  there  is  always  a  fet  of  people  one  may 
ftile  the  eyccuiioners  of  the  law,  who  pretend iqg 
10  every  thing  of  politenefs  except  an  equitable 
temper,  pafs  very  feverejudgement,  for  though 
the  regulations  change  every  year,  it  is  the 
ligheft  crime  with  them  to  be  unacquainted 
with  the  fever al  alterations  as  foon  as  made. 

The  wants  of  nature  are  foon  latisfied,  but 
men  multiply  wants  to  themfelves  by  their 
inordinate  defires;  and  if  they  can  moderate 
their  own  defires  within  a  reafonable  compals, 
ilill  the  world  will  be  perpetually  tirging 
them  to  new  cravings,  and  impofing  many 
vhiags  J5  neceflary  in  order  tp  keep  up  their 
<ppcarance  and  eftimation  :  if  it  could  be  com- 
muted how  much  we  arc  forced  to  do  for  fatisfy- 
ing  others  which  we  fliould  not  choofc  of  our 
own  accord,  perhaps  it  would  be  found  that 
many  of  us  pay  higher  taxes  to  the  fdihion  lUan 
}^  s  a  ta 
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to  \\\t.  national  fupplics.  Nor  are  we  only  con^ 
trouini  ill  our  cxpcnces  but  cramped  in  oar 
lihMiy,  much  of  our  time  and- activity  being 
iliipoUil  ot'  ;it  the  will  of  others,  and  the  ne- 
\\ itatv  compliance  with  modes  and  ceremonies 
LuiK'iimcs  prove  a  grievous  interraption  to  eiv- 
gji^cuKius  wc  mi^ht  have  purfoed  with  Hiorc  , 
fiU Uud ion  and  emolument. 

1 1.  Since  then  we  fee  fomnch  good  and  evil  . 
tli'W  tVoin  the  ilimc  fource,  it  will  behove  us  to 
pro^.eeJ  with  difcretion,  that  we  may  avoid  the  ■, 
one»   and  gather  the  other :   bat  there  is  do  ■ 
making  a  choice  while  driven  by  the  torrent 
and  moving  by  impulfe,  nor  unleis  we  employ 
the  current  to  carry  us  more  comoKxlioufly  to 
fome  certain  mark  we  keep  in  oar  eye,  for 
which  purpofe  it  w*ill  be  necefiary  to  confider 
the  ufcs  of  politenefs  and  what  courfe  it  takes  *" 
to  arrive  at  them.    • 

The  ufcs  I  conceive  are  to  make  our  time 
pif?  more  pleafurably  in  thofc  many  intervals 
wherein  there  i?  no  room  for  important  iervices, 
to  fjpplvus  with  methods  of  exercifing our  cba* 
ri:y  in  l:u!c  matters,  or  enable  us  more  eafily 
to  coi:imun:cate  the  benefit  of  any  improve* 
ments  we  have  atrained :  and  the  courie  lies  by 
makirv:  v.s  agreeable  to  one  another,  and  ma- 
tually  indulgent  to  our  defires.  Upon  this 
view  it  appears  cvklent  that  poiitenefs  ought  , 
not  to  be  taken  up  as  an  ultunate  aim  but  J 
employed  in  iabi'cr  vieocy  to  fiuther  ends^  nor'^ 
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\  compleat  without  fomething  more  foHd  to 
[vc  it  a  fubftancc,  for  the  art  of  commune 
liing  one's  thoughts  handfomely  when  one 
as  nothing  to  communicate,  is  but  a  jingling 
lav  thincr  at  heft.  Neither  will  a  fondncfs 
brilliancy  help  to  fleer  in  the  right  courlc, 
fch  is  better  purfucd  by  ftriving  to  be  agrec^ 
ble,  than  to  gain  admiration  :  many  think  to^ 
low  themlelves  polite  by  extraordinary  clegan- 
les  not  10  be  paralleled  elfewhere,  but  this  is 
deviation  from  the  rule  of  politenefs,  as  ex- 
^rcfling  a  felfifhncfs  and  defire  of  excelling 
IOC  of  gratifying  others,  who  they  may  fappofe 
gfinoi  bQ  well  pleafed  at  feeing  chcmfelves 
XceJled  and  outdone. 

But  the  polite  man  will  take  the  real  plea- 
iirc  of  others  for  the  mark  of  diredlion  whcrc*^ 
y  to  Acer  his  condu<fl :  he  will  not  think  of 
If  any  further  than  to  beware  of  things 
inbccoming,  which  might  render  him  dif- 
roftfol  to  them,  nor  will  he  do  any  thing  for 
how  unlcft  it  be  of  hi$  readintfs  to  ohligc, 
br  this  he  may  wifti  to  fliow  as  being  a 
^"*^  in  its  very  nature  footlung  to  the  be- 
,r.  For  the  like  reafoti  he  will  ncitlier 
forcmoft  or  hindmoft  ia  the  fadiians, 
icither  fcrupuloufly   exail  nor  carclcfly  dcii- 


ifi  forms  and  pundti 
Eve  fo  much  refpeiS!   for  tbi 

rfons   with  whom  be  r    i 
rcfs  a  contempt  of  u 


:lcfly 
for   be  will 
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gularity  or  by  undertaking  to  farpafi  than. 
He  vrill  fee  that  politenefs,  like  charity,  tx* 
tends  ics  verge  to  all  ranks  thoagh  ezerdng 
icfelf  in  different  nunners,  fo  that  the  low,  diD 
ill*bred  and  the  ignorant  ftill  are  objeds  of  iB- 
regard:  therefore  he  will  condefcend 
place  himfelf  upon  the  level  with  all,  avQiAf 
whatever  might  mortify  or  lay  them 
difficulties,  yet  without  denteaning  him^w 
{looping  to  things  unfuitable  with  h^s  chanNk 
ter;  for  this  would  render  him  lefs  \ 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  by  whofe  mlei^ 
decorum  he  will  be  guided,  and  not  by  1 
fondnefs  for  dignity,  even  in  the  hounds  hti  ii 
to  his  condefcenfion. 

As  there  are  various  talents  of  all  fbrtt  iod 
iizes  among  mankind,  thofe  whom  natsMlt 
education  have  rendered  unfit  for  any  tUl| 
elfe,  do  right  in  making  it  their  bufinefi  l| 
(ludy  the  modes,  for  any  bufinefs  is  prefedlk 
to  total  indolence  and  inattention :  but  bfelMI 
they  value  themfelves  upon  their  proficidl^l 
would  have  them  fatisfied  that  they  weretfttfl^ 
incapable  of  better  employment.  If  tldl  tl 
their  cafe  they  ftand  approved,  as  having  jpol 
formed  the  part  allotted  them,  for  ndtfafn 
infignificant  in  the  hand  of  Providence:* 
butterfly,  the  goldfinch,  the  fiddler,  and  die 
have  their  feveral  ufes  in  this  fublunary  ij 
and  he  that  does  his  beft  how  triffin^ 
it  be,  does  all  that  was  wanted  firom  Vklk 
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I  kWc  do  Ao(  reckon  our  houfes  finidied  as  fooa 

.  mAhc  nuibn.  god  the  carpenter  have  performed 

jdw  ptr%9  but  there  ftill  remains  employment 

lor  the  punter,  the  carver,   the  gilder  and  the 

.-ji^ar-hanger :  nor  is  the  condition  of  life  com* 

>]^t  when  the  ufes  of  it  are  fi^plied,  but 

^-ibitietfaing  is  ftill  wanting  to  be  done  for  embel* 

'  .lUhmpnt  and  amufement ;  and  in  thofe  feafons 

"'wherein  no  opportunity  offers  of  promoting  a 

:',  Sbiid  benefit,  enter cainment  and  prefent  picafure 

I*  is  our  bufinefs,  which  will  then  bear  a  reference 

\  to  ;the' grand  intention.     Therefore  thofe  inno-' 

I  ijc^ts  vfha  ftand  in  no  fituation  to  do  any  fer* 

,,  ifHS^in  life,  may  deferve  our  applaufe  if  they 

contribute  what  they  can,  to  the  cheerfulnefs 

4114  enjoyment  of  it;  for  this  world  is  a  f):age, 

add  it  is  not  the  importance  of  the  part,  but 

the  performing  it  well  that  merits  a  plaudit. 

Yet  if  there  be  any  feeds  of  genius  or  appli- 
cation, they  may  be  better  bellowed  in  cul- 
tivating feme  of  the  police  arts  than  in  mat* 
ters  of  meer  fliow,  and  form  anii  fafhion; 
ftill  remembering  that  thofe  arts  ferve  only 
•  for  cmbeliilhmenc  and  engagement  of  the  time, 
therefore  muft  not  grow  into  a  paffion,  nor  be 
madeanobjedt  of  vanity,  nor  fufFcred  ro  cn- 
grols  the  thoughts  from  all  pi;idcntial  con- 
fideracions.  Such  as  have  no  judi;rnuMU  of 
their  own,  mufl:  take  their  mealurcs  fc/tiy 
upon  what  they  fee  done  by  others ;  but  with 
(lie  bed  judgement  there  is  ftill  a  deference  due 

s  4  to 
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to  the  ways  of  the  world,  which  deibrve  to' 
aulhority,  not  a  ffervilc  fubmiffion.  'Wc  htm 
feen  in  the  laft  feAion  how  many  mifcUefi 
are  endangered  by  driving  impetuoufly  with 
the  impulfe  of  fafliion,  thereforo  we  mft: 
learn  to  ftem  the  torrent»,to  dare  to  be  fingular. 
to  bear  the  cenfures  of  the  multitude:  yet  tUl 
need  not  abate  our  difpofition  to  comply,  but' 
rather  is  a  nccefTary  foundation  to  fupport  11^' 
for  compliance  is  not  itfelf  when  {breed,  noc 
can  fubfift  in  a  feeble  paffive  temper. 

I  have  obferved  in  a  former  place,  that  ha 
who  can  never  refufe  a  favour  can  fcarce  ever 
be  faid   to  grant  one,  for  it  is  wrefted  fitm 
him,  not  given ;    in  like  manner  he  tliat  fol^ 
lows  the  mode  becaufe  he  cannot  help  it,  cul 
no   more  be  faid  to  comply,  than  a  prifooer 
complies   with  a  conftable  who  carries  him  M  < 
goal.     Yet  there  is  no  need  to  rcfift  for  refiiU  ' 
ance  fake,   nor  affcd  (ingularity  meerly  to  (ham 
our  fturdinefs,    for  occafions  enow  will  ofe 
wherein  we   fhall  find  it  expedient  to  jod|gil 
for  ourfclves,   and  whenever  fuch  do  not  oflbi  - 
non-compliance  is  a  fault. 

For  the  prefumption  lies  ftrongly  on  the  fide 
of  general   pra6ticc,  which   therefore  ought  lit    . 
prevail  unlefs  when  the  judgement  clearly  dif>  '  | 
cerns  an  inconvenience  therein  :  and  even  theft  ''  \ 
the  dilpoHtion  to  compliance  ought  not  toabat^  ' 
but  always  weigh  in  the  fcale^  nor  even  fiul  tt  *' 

diiw 


draw  down  the  ballance  becaufe  become  light 
ia  our  eftiniation,  but  becaufe  overpowered  by. 
a  greater  weight.  Ttiere  is  that  deferei^ce  due 
to  the  world  and  to  the  company^  which  re*, 
quires  to  fubmit  our  particular  hiimours  to  theirs, 
lyjt  i)ot  to  fubpiitqurreafon  ;  and  hence  arifes  a 
difficulty  in  the  commerce  of  the  worldt  for  hip- 
mour  fo  often  aiTumes  the  garb  and  countenance 
of  reafon,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  know  them  apart  j^ 
therefore  liere  4  caref^l  and  thorough  exami* 
nation  is  requifite,  that  we  may  be  very  fure  of 
having  a  fufficient  warrant  from  the  neceffity  or 
manifeft  expedience  of  the  cafe^  whenever  wp 
venture  to  move  in  an  excentric  orb. 

12.  Rule,  precedent,  and  mode  fupply  the 
place  of  judgement,  therefore  are  neceflary  for 
thediredion  of  thofe  who.  cannot  trace  the  rea- 
(bos  of  things  themfelves,  and  of  all  perfons  in 
ibch  matters  whereof  they  want  experience  or 
opportunities  to  forma  judgement  upon.  They 
L  are  the  means  whereby  the  judgement  and  ex* 
^  perience  of  fome  become  ferviceable  to  many» 
and  the  principal  channels  through  which  the 
benefits  of  fociety  are  mutually  communicated. 
It  is  by  their  aid  that  theory  may  be  made  prac- 
tical, nof  is  fpeculation  of  any  better  avail  than 
to  ftrike  out  fome  falutary  rule  or  manner  of 
pondud:,  which  is  frequently  the  refult  of  many 
pbfervations  and  trials,  correcting  one  another 
fO  accommodate  it  lo  general  ufe» 

Therefore 
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Therefore  there  iii  ft  reverence  doe  to  thni 
not  to  be  deftroyed  by  any  little  deficAs:  for« 
my  lord  Coke  fays,  the  law  wHl  rather  fofir 
»n  injury  than  an  inconvenience,  fo  it  is  bcov 
ibbmit  to  a  prefent  inexpcdience,  than  break 
chroogh  a  prevailing  u&ge  convenient  for  ihi 
commerce  of  the  worM. 

Mode  and  example  are  more  efficacioui  mft 
tafier  methods  of  conveying  improvement  tte 
inftrudion,  becaufe  there  are  more  people  ditf . 
]{iave  fcnfes  than  underftanding,  or  that  canM 
low  your  ways  than  enter  into  your  teaJSacSapi 
beiides  that  the  benefit  you  do  will  be  liU^i 
to  fprcad  more  diffufively,  for  he  that 
what  he  fees  done  may  become  an  ezampli 
draw  others  after  him,  but  it  is  not  fo  a^ 
him  to  communicate  the  knowledge  he 
learned  without  dropping  the  greater  part 
the  way.  Add  to  this,  that  the  infloenct 
general  pradice  lightens  the  work  to  the 
rendring  it  fcarce  needful  to  ufe  any  efibnr< 
his  own  s  for  it  allures  and  aflifis  him  ii 
progrefs,  it  operates  upon  the  machine  by 
of  fympathy  and  the  paflions  whofe  fprinp 
ftronger  than  thofe  of  the  underflandingi 
will  carry  him  on  almoft  whether  be  ¥nil 
no.  Therefore  we  fometimes  fee  peribn 
move  always  mechanically  without  any 
deration  or  vigour  of  mind  to  help 
yet  led  infenfibly  into  a  propriety  of  » 

fentioK 
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mtiment>  by  having  fallen  among  good  com-- 
any. 

It  were  much  to  be  wiftied,  though  little  to 
le  expe6):ed,  that  rules,  cuftoms  and  model  for 
he  common  tranfa£tions  of  life  might  be  in- 
roduced  by  difcretion  and  mature  judgement  of 
heir  feveral  ufcs,  inftead  of  fprouting  up  acci- 
lentally  from  a  coincidence  of  paflionf  and  fan- 
^,  or  the  wanton  hnmoors  of  iuch  aa  have 
be  eyes  of  the  moltitode  turned  upon  them: 
Mir  then  regard  mnft  be  bad  to  the  paflioDtaod 
cempeis  of  men,  to  what  is  feafibic  rather  than 
what  is  rigprooflj  right,  and  they  ms&ft  be 
condodcd  lotti  £sch  ways  ai  are  paffiibk  by 
them  widioat  cocdraist  or  ftfaftanct^ 

And  I  fcecQ  to  prrcfSre  that  vik  n  ssarjrt  ott^ 

fulted  in  Aofe  issisn  by  =t  trrjtz:yprjrtJM  ihaA 

in  former  ritr^c  :  bs:  licz,  i  it  a  rfe  r^af.  \trAx 

as  often  to  rrrr  i^ai-T^icKt  kic  tt;-.*;^'.- 

mcnt,  as  to  sor-  :V;it  &' v^j^a^^     Jjm:''-  trjvic 

dcfcrvc  a  fbsrr  x  trLriorrr  rjt.  ir  zrj^ir  yi^r^ 

places,  Tc:  ^br*  i  pr^^cux  'ja:   vt   v:vui;:r 

into  vogue  t-.-a:  kls:-  n  ^ictninsgt  ir?;  y.^/ju^ 

bk  fclf-dcnkl.  st^  v*'  tir»rh*r:  irrcu?  **     ^-7 

encreafc  oi'mrmrr.-'  atr:  nrs'r^i  r'-^^  v  :!     -r 

any  improvemrrr.  v.  t!ft  Tar.rr:^^  '--■- .  rr.  rv-  • 

it  ought  to  czt;  ::?^  :rp??r:^::r.»- 

Some  pcrbKi  z::r  Lrrr 
ampfes  of  v:^  :  -r;—  T 
fore  our  r^   ▼^r:Cr    ::.rr: 

cally  to  f  ulioiF 
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for  private  judgement^  which  derives  its  dor* 
nefs  from  obfervation  of  the  errors  of  others,' 
and  its  Arength  from  oppofition  to  their  pervcr* 
.  fities  driving  like  a  torrent  upon  us :  but  I  opa« 
ceive  we  (houkl  flill  find  a  ofe  for  our  reafbnkl 
applying  the  example  we  would  ioiitate,  to  ihe^ 
particular  circumftances  of  our  own  (ituatioD,  Ibr 
he  that  follows  another  blindfold,  may  plin^ 
into  a  dirty  hole  the  other  fteps  x>ver ;  and  a  db 
for  our  refolution  in  making  continuallj  frefll 
conqdefts  over  the  frailties  and  paflions  of  oitf 
nature,  which  can  never  be  totally  maflered^ 
But  there  is  no  need  to  fear  we  (hall  ever  waol 
employment  for  our  uoderftanding  by  JMfiag 
the  path;  of  redicude  and  propriety  beaten  ott 
before  us  wherein  we  might  he  conftvKlj  ki 
by  our  fellow  travellers,  without  mal^g  mf 
o\yn  obfervatipns  vpon  the  roadi  for  there  wil> 
always  be  fo  much  of  the  cafual  and  the  fnft 
taftical  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  as  will  fio^* 
exercife  enough  for  our  reafon  and  our  refidoir 
tion  to  guard  us  againft  the  mifchiefs  of  thcni. . 
Unlefs  the  ten  righteous,  feveral  times  ipokttr 
of  before,  (liould  arife;  for  they  we  may  iiqH 
pofe  will  make  good  ufe  of  thofe  powerfiil  ea» 
gines  by  which  imagination  may  be  bcoi^gPt 
into  any  train,  and  made  unknowingly  to  sbK* 
cute  the  works  of  reafon :  they  will  ibcp  twf^  C" 
credit   by  the  importance,  the  regularity,  Aft^ 
propriety,  the  eafinefs  and  the  amiablcBefi  ff^ 
their  own  deportment;  and  having  g^uaed^   ' 

autfaoriiy 
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aulharity  of  leaders  they  will  penetrate  into 
the  fccret  fprings  of  human  oature,  difcern  the 
chara<ilcrs  of  mankind,  and  know  what  piac- 
liccs  n^ay  moft  ufefully  be  introduced  among 
lliein.  They  will  keep  iheir  ultimate  end,  the 
;pcrfedion  and  happinefs  of  the  fpecics,  coo- 
Iftanily  in  view,  and  obferve  by  what  line  of 
bearing  every  thing  may  tend  to  promote  iL 
Nor  will  they  negled  matters  of  iriflc,ihc  com- 
moa  tranfaftions  and  daily  occurrences  of  life, 
as  well  knowing  that  thcfc  may  be  made  re- 
motely fubfervient  to  important  ufes. 

They  Will  prevail  to  fix  the  point  of  horwrnr 
upon  endeavours  to  advance  the  general  good, 
and  bring  an  unafieded  Charity  to  become  the 
genuine  mark  of  Politenefs ;  to  make  a  juft  con- 
iidence  in  the  proiedion  of  Providence,  a  pro- 
fped  of  futurity  and  unmiftruflful  Hope  in  the 
divine  Goodnefs  be  reputed  falhionable  kiui* 
ments  ;  10  caQ  a  general  difrepute  upon  all  felf* 
ifhnefe,  indulgence^  indolence,  over  delicacy^ 
vanity,  grcedincfs,  dread  of  pain,  labour  or 
felf* denial,  and  lead  men  into  a  true  fenie  of 
that  nice  but  ufeful  diftindion  between  a  defirc 
of  excellence,  and  a  defire  of  excelling*  Nor 
y«l\i  they  only  employ  the  impulfe  of  example 
nd  fashion  for  leading  the  world  into  courfes 
of  condud  without  knowing  their  expedi* 
cnce,  but  inure  them  likewlfe  to  obferve  the 

netits  refalting  therefrom »  and  fearch  for 
e  reafoQs  making  one  manner  ofproceedtng 
fcferabU  to  $notlicr.    For  ihey  wUl  ; 
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their  cares  to  redify  the  reafonings  at  ^dltf 
fldions  of  tnankind,  introducing  aiethodft  ht 
chooiing  the  otgeds  fuiced  to  their  icvent  t^ 
pacities,  and  judging  foundly  according  •to  4l 
lights  refpeftively  afforded  them  i  (b  that  tA 
man's  improvement  V9\\\  be  the  fhHts  of  Ik 
own  induftry  and  judgement,  taking  only  ikt 
afTiftance  of  example  to  fuggeft  .materials  itf 
exercifing  them  upon;  and  thus  when  all liaaiii 
«re  brought  to  unite,  the  work  of  reforfnaABi 
may  be  expedled  to  go  on  with  a  rapid  pregrdi, 

13.  In  the  mean  while  until  fachcoofbit- 
mate  mafters  appear,  it  will  behove  ds  infie^ 
fe£t  creatures  to  keep  an  attentive  eye  upcNl  f|to 
modes  and  pra£tices  current  around  os,  atft 
to  take  dire6lion  from  thence  for  our  own  adm^ 
du£t  and  commerce  with  one  another,  butUhif" 
wife  to  employ  them  as  engines  for  brio^ng'dil 
reft  of  the  world  into  a  little  better  order :  ^ 
we  are  all  public  perfons  Rationed  here  nociiK 
ourfclves  alone,  but  to  improve  every  6ppil^ 
tunity  that  opens  for  working  a  benefit  '^'^ 
refpefl  for  others  with  whom  we  have  inlii^ 
courfe.  *' 

But  it  will  be  faid,  we  are  not  of  oooM- 
quence  enough  to  flrike  out  a  mode  or  becoitt, 
a  pattern  for  the  generality  to  follow :  tWl'l 
am  f^nfible  of,  and  would  have  it  never  flip  dk 
of  mind,  that  we  may  not  take  upon  naidMlb 
than  is  becoming,  for  then  we  (hall  never  cftft 
any  thing.  It  is  the  grand  miftake  iif  the  wdl 
intentioned  to  aim  always  at  dobg  migliljiBrt^ 

icnb 
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.  bui  true  indudry  Hcs  aucimve  to  ImaU 
^ts  wherever  accruing* 

private  manmuft  not  think  of  introducing 
^pratticcs  into  vogue,  nor  ^  i  fudclcft 

10  thofe  hediflikcS;  yer  n.  i^^yaUctb 
^e&  (he  torrent  he  cannot  (lop,  an4  tdd  n 
of  briflcaels  to  the  (lrt:am  he  dicl  noL  (^ 
Igt.    For  cuftoms  ^prevail  by  degrees  and 
idc  by  degrees,  as  individuals  fucccfuvely 
^inlo  tJbeni,  or  lay  them  afide,  fo  that  each 
is  proportionabk  fliare  in  the  force  thw 
the  ftream  i  nor  can  it  be  forefecn  what 
Tc&  one  man's  perfevcrance  roay  have  to  giv^ 
a  general  turn,  at  leaA  Ills  example  may  havp 
in  ir^iluence  upon  his  family,  his  neighbours  or 
^,intimates>  or  by  their  means  may  fooietimes 
jnd  el  fe where  further   than  he  could  have 
led.     Therefore  let  him  not  think  himfclf 
(q  infignificanc  as  to  make  it  wholly  indifferent 
Uhh  refpcd  10  other  perfons  how  he  behavcf, 
Lor  fo  important  as  to  pretend  an  autlooricy 
pver  them,  to  dictate,  to  rebuke,  to  cenfure  or 
^^d  in  open  detiance  againil  them:  for  gentle 
Upding  will  do  more  than  force,  nor  need  thi^ 
bending  be  attempted  avowedly  by   premedi- 
tated dedgn,  for  a  fteady  cenour  of  condu^ 
purfued  upon  good  foundations  for  a   man*s 
own  convenience  or  good  liking,  will  attraft 
•the  courfcs  of  other  perfons   to  warp  the  fame 
ray^  almoft  without  their  perceiving  it. 
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By  this  means  a  man  may  enlarge  his  fchemfr 
of  condud  and  add  many  little  ftrokes  to  fill  up 
his  plan  bf  rcditude,  fo  as  fcarce  ever  to  (land 
idle  or  ufdefs  itx  want  of  fome  conunendabk 
aim  to  purfue.    For  his  virtue  will  not  be  coo- 
fined  to  arduous  and   bardenibme  talks,   but 
taught  to  tread  the  paths  of  pleafantnefs,  and 
will  find  employment  in  his  familiar  conver£i« 
tions :  fo  he  will  not  think  the  time  loft  thatii 
not  fpent  in  devotion  or  importaot  fervice^ 
while  it  can  be  beftowed  in  adding  fomediiog 
to  the  good  order,  the  decency,  the  conveoi- 
ence,   or  innocent  enjoyment  of  thofe  about 
him.   He  will  feldom  proceed  folely  by  the  im- 
pulfe  of  pleafure,  but  for  the  moft  part  find  fbme 
good  end  whereto  his  pleafures  may  be  made 
fubfervient,  which  he  can  refled  on  afterwards 
as  a  profit  gained;  thus  by  continual  pradioe 
learning  more  and  more  the  art  of  fan<^jriog 
his  common  a6tions  in  the  intercourfe  of  Hfi    , 
world :  for  whatever  makes  a  little  profit,  the 
beft  that  the  occafion  would  permit,  will  beaf 
a  reference  to  his  great  ultimate  aim,  the  glory 
of  God  purfued  by  every  acceflion  of  happinefi 
among  his  creatures. 


CHAP. 
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•pAii A  ^f  4  Man  ^  may  be  cou  ntcd  by  n^ 
tpW  a  rciafbnabid  crcafurc,  ctrtsih  it  Is 
siSftftbnt  i^xpcriencc  that  W  is  ntH  Borp  \\\ 
lori  jif  that  facully :  Numre  only  f^ninidl 
H"  aod^fo^rCh'c  feeds  Wiicreout  jjcafon  is 
iw*  afttrwaraj,  in  long  ^rocefs  of  time, 
jlant  IS  liot  reckoned  to  fliow  jtfi:lf  antil 

y^li^oVSty  jftrid  mtn  jippcnrs  fctbic  and 

'^peifife^iblc  J  /during  ibc  Wi^rmth  of 
,  it  lies  choalced'  under  the  tWecds  of  paffi 
ppetite,  whimfy  ahd  inoalinarc  dcfirc,  nor 
;ved  toarriveac  maturity  until  forty.  B.itf 
ler  it  lliall  ever  come  to  fall  maturlty^^t  all, 
at  condition  of  health  and  Vigbuf  it  (i\2\\ 
ittain,  depends  as  much  upon  cultivatiofij 
favourable  circumdances,  and  u^on'fbr* 
as  upon  nature.  Nay  the  gifta  of  nature 
f  may  be  ranked  among  thofc  of  fortune : 

was  chance  to  us  at  what  time,  i\\  what 
ry,  and  of  what  family  we  were  born, 
was  the  conftirution  zr\&  (late  of  Iicalth  of 
from  whom  we  derived  our  own,  v/li.it 
pcrancies,  follies  and  accidentia  our  mo- 
have  efcaT>ed  which  might  have  ruined  our 
T  Lvily, 
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, .  ..i.i    rDwers:    and  when  come 
.     :ru    wjrid,    we   lie  at  the  mercy 
Of.,  or.anis  by  whofe  carelcflhels  ct 
...    fc  r;.:^ht  have  contracted  difeafes,  or 
—    hu^,    the  bad  efFeds  of  which  \vc 
.  •.•^r  have  gotten  over. 
I.     v^srn  lale  from  thefe  hazards  with  all 
.,^A.%$and  facuhies  entire,  fliU  the  degree 
:  I  icvemcnt  to  be  made  wi:h  them, depended 
.w.i  ^-^e  care  or  negligence,  the  prudence  or 
xilCT^ion  of  our  parents  or  tutors;  nor  upon 
.;•..:  d!one,  but  upon  the  examples  before  our 
.  .s^  the  companions  conforting  with  us,  ihc 
;  v.icmcnis  to  good  behaviour  ftriking  our  no- 
i.vC,    the  temptations  felling  in  our  way,  the 
uvrct  turns  our  inclination  happened  to  take, 
^r.ii  a  thoufand  external  accidents  which  no 
jTuJence  could  fertile,  no  care  nor  judgement 
icTtainly  pruvicw,  or  prevent.     While  under  the 
gc\crnmc:it  of  c:;:er$  :he  dinger  is  not  fo  great 
or  not  fo  appirji;:,fv:r  what  mifchiefs  have  been 
conir^cicd  eiiiv  :iuy  he  generally,  though  not 
al^vav^,  clfccvered  ir.d  rcc^tified  bv  their  aatho- 
rity  an.i  g:>od  manigen^en: ;  but  when  the  reins 
01   i!be:iy  begin  t^  be  b:)ftned,  then  is  the  cri- 
ilcJ  tinic,  :"or  t;.e  \r.t?.i  I'ceis  of  evil  weeds  will 
i:  c^n   L\v^;t  vi^crouiiy,  ::nd  others  be  received 
f  V  :n  o.ur:c:s  where  liic  ground  wi>  well  lliel- 
u:..i  b.:Vr.\     So  ::— :  i:  is  in^.poiuble  to  know 
oc::*ri.  !y  h.nv  a  l^J  \\\\\  prove,  ncrwidiftand- 
:  g  ^'.1  \\u  gsX>j  govcrnAnoe  ihit  h::^  been  be- 

ftowci 
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upon  him;  but  fome  fond  paflion  mif- 
love,   fome  ill  placed  friend  Ihip,  fome 
^vagance  or  debaucheryt  Ibme  violent  fancy 
^gernefs  of  plcafure  may  fruftratd  the  befl 
re^  and  overturn  the  mofl  promiiing  hopes, 
le  years  from  fixtcen  to  twenty-five  may 
rf|ckoned  the  moft  important  part  of  life,  as 
Hnining  the  colour  of  all  the  refl :  the  time 
then  can  very  rarely  be  retrieved  by  fubfc- 
Dt  diligence,  nor  is  there   room  to  cxpeft 
fubfcqucnt  diligence,  after  a  habit  of  idle- 
:ontraclcd  then;  but  the  manner  of  dif- 
that  interval  muft  decide  whether  the 
lall  be  good  for  fomething  or  nothing, 
j^t  he  fhall  be  good  for  cv^er  after :  and 
>(al  depends  principally  upon  himfelf ; 
5CC1VC  afljftance  from  friends  and  pa- 
It  it  lies  in  his  own  bread  what  ufe  he 
of  their  afiiftancc.     In  this  impor* 
yn  which  h  to  fix  his  fate  as  well  m 
M  the  other  world,  what  lure  direAioo 
cany  him  through  the  bufinefs  of  it  ? 
ms  are  then  mod  impetuout^  the  joy 
Ucn  liberty  urges  him  to  throw  off 
even  of  his  own  reafoHi  or  if  he 
ofrcaibo,  be  lies  liable  to  millakc 
pafTioa  for  iu  dictates,  and 
lajids  ilroogly  iodined  to 
hk  f«fl»ftnciit  if  crode^ 
,  foisodedopOD 
iiazsmt  as  wgoa  afa(a* 
lut0 
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bodily^  or  mental  powers:  and  when  cocne 
forth  into  the  wprld^  we  lie  at  the  mercy 
of  nurfes  and  fervants  by  whofe  careleflheft  or 
giddinefs  we  might  have  contracted  difeafeSt  or 
received  hurts,  the  bad  efieSs  of  which  we 
could  never  have  gotten  over. 

But  when  fafe  from  thefe  hazards  with  all 
our  or^ns  and  faculties  entire, .  (till  the  degne 
of  improvement  to  be  made  with  them^dependad 
upon  the  care  or  negligence,  the  prudence  or 
indifbretion  of  our  parents  or  tutors  1  nor  upon 
that  alone,  but  upon  the  examples  before  our 
eye$,  the  companions  confortmg  with  us,  the 
incitements  to  good  behaviour  ftriking  our  b^ 
tice,   the  temptations  fidling  in  our  way,  the 
fecret  turns  our  inclination  happened  to  taki; 
and  a  thoufand  external  accidents  which  no 
prudence  could  forefee,  no  care  nor  judgemctt 
certainly  provide^  or  prevent.     While  under  die 
government  of  others  the  danger  is  not  fo  g^ 
or  not  fo  apparent^  for  what  mifchiefs  have  beoD 
contracted  early  may  be  generally,  though  not 
always,  difcovered  and  rectified  by  their  autho- 
rity and  good  management ;  but  when  the  rdtt 
of  liberty  begin  to  be  loofened,  then  is  the  cri- 
tical time,  for  the  latent  feeds  of  evil  weeds  will 
then  fprout  vigoroufly,  and  others  be  receivfjl 
.from  quarters  where  the  ground  was  well  (hd- 
tered  before.     So  that  it  is  impoflible  to  koQir 
certainly  how  a  lad  will  prove,  notwithftaad- 
iijg  all  the  good  governance  that  has  been  b^ 
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(lowed  upoD  him;  but  fome  fond  pafllon  m\(^ 
called  love,  fome  ill  placed  friendfliip,  fome 
extravagance  or  dcbaocheiy>  fome  violent  fancy 
or  eagerncfs  of  plcafure  may  fruftratfi  the  bcft 
culture^  and  overcuro  the  moA  pronufing  hopes* 
The  years  from  fixtcen  to  twenty-five  may 
be  reckoned  the  moft  important  part  of  life,  as 
determining  the  colour  of  all  the  reft :  the  time 
loft  then  can  very  rarely  be  retrieved  by  fubfc- 
quent  diligence^  nor  is  there  room  to  expcft 
any  fubfequcnt  diligence,  after  a  habit  of  idle- 
nefs  contrddcd  then  j  but  the  manner  of  dif- 
pofmg  that  interval  muft  decide  whether  the 
man  fliall  be  good  for  fomething  or  nothing, 
or  what  he  {hall  be  good  for  ever  after :  and 
the  difpofal  depends  principally  upon  himfelf ; 
he  may  receive  afliftance  from  friends  and  pa- 
rents, but  it  lies  in  his  own  breaft  what  ufe  he 
(hall  make  of  their  afliftance.  In  this  impor- 
tant feafon  which  is  to  fix  his  fate  as  well  ni 
this  as  in  the  other  world,  what  lure  direflion 
has  he  to  carry  him  through  the  bufinefs  of  it  ? 
his  paltions  are  then  moft  impetuous,  the  joy 
of  new  gotten  liberty  urges  him  to  throw  oflF 
the  reftrainc  even  of  his  own  reafon,  or  if  he 
has  a  notion  of  reafon,  he  lies  liable  to  miilakc 
the  ii^pulfes  of  palTioo  for  its  dictates,  and 
think  whatever  he  ftands  ftrongly  inclined  to 
dcmonftrably  right:  his  judgement  is  crude,' 
hafty,  opinionated  and  obftinate,  founded  upon 
two  or  three  favourite  maxims  as  upon  abfo« 
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lute  certainty,  which  if  they  happen  to  lead  the 
right  way,  it  is  rather  An  effedl  of  good  luck 
than  of  difcernment. 

Thus  how  true  focver  it  be  that  each  man 
makes  his  own  fortune  in  happinefs,  it  is  ss 
true  that  the  previous  indulgence  of  fortune  led 
him  into  the  proper  difpofitions  and  methods 
for  making  it :    and   any  one  who  will  reflcft 
im^partially  on  the  follies,  the  erroneous  hoiiorisi 
and  Arong  propenfities  of  his  youth,  muft  think 
it  almoil  a  miracle  that  he  has  efcaped  the  mif- 
chiefs  of  them  fo  tolerably  as  he  has  done. 

2.  But  fortune  is  but  another  name  for  Pro- 
vidence, from  whofe  difpofition  of  caufes  all 
fortuitous  events  as  well  as  the  dated  laws  o\ 
nature  flow ;  therefore  to  that  origin  is  owing 
that  we  are  what  we  are,  as  well  in  our  moral 
charader,  as  in  our  fituation  with  refped  to 
externals.  For  though  we  have  undoubtedly  a  ; 
freedom  of  will  and  our  actions  follow  pre-  ?. 
ciftly  upon  our  volitions,  yet  we  (hall  ufe  our  I 
frccilum  according  to  the  judgements  and  fen-  f 
timcnts  of  our  mind,  derived  to  us  from  ex-  f 
ternal  czwks  not  of  our  own  procurement ;  fo  \ 
that  we  have  as  much  reafon  to  thank  heaven  ? 
for  any  good  (iccds  we  have  performed,  as  for  ? 
tlie  daily  bread  we  eat.  ^    I 

Thus  without  entring  into  the  fiibtilties  of    [ 
Freewill,  we  may  fatisfy  ourfelves  by  experienoe    ' 
of  the  world  around  us,  and  by  cC>n(en>platiBg 
■the  progrefs  of  the  htmian  faculties  in  their  fe- 
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vcfal  ftages  of-  growth,  that  there  is  a  certain 
line  of  life  marked  out  to  every  man,  not  by  a 
compqlGve  fate  or  predeftinatidn,  but  by  the 
provlfion  of  caufes  for  furnifhing  him  with 
tbofe  natural  parts  and  fubfequent  acquirements, 
thofe  ideas,  habits,  inclinations  and  ways  of 
thinking  which  iliape  the  whole  of  his  con- 
duft.  He  is  left  in  numberlcfs  Inftances  to  do 
gis  he  pleafes,  but  derives  from  prior  fourccs 
the  fprings  of  adion  determining  what  he  (hall 
pleafe  to  do  in  every  one  of  them.  Had  he 
been  pthervvife  conftitutcd  or  inftruftcd,  beheld 
other  examples,  fallen  into  other  company,  met 
with  other  accidents  of  the  difguftful  or  allur- 
ing kind,  though  his  choice  might  flill  have 
been  equally  free,  he  would  have  made  it  in 
another  manner. 

•j  From  this  confideration  that  nothing  falls 
0Bt  cither  in  the  moral  or  natural  world,  either 
JWiong  the  aftions  of  man  or  of  matter,  without 
^  pjermiflion  or  appointment  of  our  almighty 
CoYcrnor,  arifes  a  flumbling  block  noi  pre- 
fWfly  to  he  gotten  over,  for  we  cannot  eafily 
IKoncile  ourfclves  to  the  thought  of  evil  pro- 
f^^ing  originally  from  the  fame  fountain  with 
{f)pd.  But  the  ways  of  heaven  are  all  efta- 
l^lifticd  inpcrfcdt  wildom,  goodnefsand  equity  : 
^refore  we  may  reft  allured  that  whatever  is 
|kil,  fo  fdf  as  we  can  fee  of  it,  terminates  in 
JQ^lc  greater  good,  to  us  unfeen :  we  can  dif- 
Ctta  that  vices  often  correal  one  other,  and  the 

X  2  mifcries 
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miferies  they  involve  fome  peiibns  in  ferve  ftr 
a  warniag  to  deter  multitudes  from  inclining 
the  like  j  lb  although  a  grievous  hurt  to  ptcti- 
culars,  they  are  a  behefit  to  mankind  in  gene- 
ral, and  we  can  underftand  them  fent  in  voacf 
to  thofe  who  profit,  not  in  anger  to  thofe  who 
fuffcr  by  them. 

But  the  fiifl:  fall  of  man  and  that  proneoeA 
in  human  nature  to  offend,  which  renden  1 
continual  warning  and  an  oppofition  of  contrary 
vices  neceiTary,  cannot  be  thought  permitted  in 
kindnefs  to  the  human  fpecies,  therefore  we 
muft  conclude  them  redounding  to  fome  neoet 
iary  fervice  of  the  Univerfe,  and  that  there  ire 
other  creatures  to  whom  the  profits  accraing 
therefrom  are  greater  than  any  fuflfcrings  occi- 
fioned  by  them.  This  refleAion  may  ferve  far 
a  clue  in  the  moft  myflerious  difpenfaci0itttf 
Providence,  and  afford  us  comfort  under  all  Ai 
evils  of  fin  and  fufFering  we  fee  in  otherSi  er 
have  fallen  into  ourfelves,  as  being  perfuadel 
that  all  things  are  ordered  ultimately  for  dife 
beft,  and  whatever  yields  nothing  but  mi^jftf 
to  man,  tends  by  fome  unknown  way  to  lit 
advantage  of  the  fpiritual  hoft,  whofenomWl 
are  infinitely  larger,  and  their  interefts  moievi* 
luable  than  thofe  of  the  vifible  creation.  Aid 
as  we  have  hope  in  the  divine  Equity  of  beiiy 
ourfelves  incorporated  into  that  hoft,  tbpp^ 
perhaps  at  a  very  remote  diftance  of  time,  Jd 
xhc  rcmoteft  time  will  one  day  be  the  preient» 
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ind  we  (hall  then  find  our  happinefs  fupportcd 
If  the  like  diTpeafations  among  inferior  crca^ 
tures  wich  thofe  which  afflid:  and  gall  us  now. 

Yet  fuch  refle<!lion  can  only  fumifli  ground 
of  content  in  what  evils  we  cannot  help,  hot 
none  for  being  remifs  in  warding  off  thofe  we 
can  any  ways  avoid  :  Providence  indeed^  which 
is  flilcd  Chance  in  the  language  of  men^  dif- 
pofes  all  things  for  the  heft,  yet  is  it  of  the  cf- 
fence  of  prudence  to  leave  as  little  to  chance  as 
poflible ;  but  prudence  muft  take  her  nieafures^ 
Dot  upon  what  is  befl  in  the  all-feeing  eye  which 
we  can  never  know^  but  upon  what  appears  fo 
to  our  befl  difcernment. 

We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  line  of 
caufes  lying  behind  which  brought  us  our  know* 
ledge,  our  fentiments  and  abilities  ^  it  is  our 
bulinefs  to  look  before  along  the  line  of  confer 
quences  which  may  refult  from  our  adionb*, 
and  fleer  our  courfe  according  to  what  we  dif* 
cover  there.  We  have  a  certain  coinpafs  of 
powxr  and  freedom  allotted,  and  a  portlot)  oi 
onderftacding  to  direct  us  in  the  proper  ufes  to 
be  made  of  them^  but  cur  urideiflaiiding  is  of  tiie 
provifion  of  heaven,  therefore  what  go<A  con* 
dud  flows  from  ther.ce,  may  be  prtfumtd  to 
promote  the  gencriii  inte:cri  of  the  univtrfr,  >>. 
well  as  v.:.ii  H'^v.  r  by  '^:y  oiaer  C''j^k:-c!  ;  i) 
thar  fmce  v.t  ur.r.oi  ct"a''.*;.  1.  •',.■;:, 'aJ/^v 
in:'i£i:Cti,  c^::?v;..  ^-  ':■'!:  c^:.-    "  .'..."  j'lO'.':; 
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hnvr»  us  to  piirfue  our  own  advantage,  and  that 
i»l  oiM  Irllnw  crcauircs  with  whom  wc  have  a 
viiil'lo  inirrivnirtc,  by  fuch  methods  as  our 
VI  iUi»n  Mu\  (liofc  Uhuary  rules  which  were  the 
ivH)U  oi  Unracrrtatbnings  (hall  diredt;  and  the 
%Mhcf  l<\\mre,  10  lar  a>  we  can  judge,  the  doing 
v,v>ikI  t\>  iny  l:rcvc  niits^bcr  is  the  moft  likely 
v^;fcY  v.'^  c 'c-r.?Sf  the  wvanmon  ilock,  and  pro- 

:.  .*  V  ">,'  .vr  c?i:^^r:ri.?»rr  sr-i  induftry  is 
Av  V  rV  ;.vc  .=•  ."c:  r»i: prcc?,  that  is,  any 
^•\.  .^v  V  *  r ,  ••  ''-r  hi'*:  1  rrr!:r«ifl  of  being 
,  NsT  V  .•\^  i  .ST.-  '^r,  Tr^  "r-rltuil  hoft  lies 
,\v  \  "v. ;:  --1-T.  jc:  i:-:^.f::?t  :T::ind  inany 
,.nr^^**  ^r:  z^j^z):':c:':.zr*i  v  riy.  ■::?.  lb  we  have 
x"-  01-^  r*  riie  frr  th-r  ler^irr.  hit  may  trail 
rrr.>f^nc*  :t?  r-i-'e  -=  -i.s.rri?-^Iy  into  the 
•^-ri-.b::^?  :bii  ii'l  r^f:  ir.:  .rr"  r^r  cccafions : 
7!:'i:  rur  r^  r.  ::xci«,whofc 
t's  r'Tcri\  ^'t  mi"  have  op* 
IV— jr::>^  ::  rr^.r. M.rr.  Arji  :'r.ir;  :hc  intro- 
i:;:^^::or.  izr:  Izfz  :r  rr.ii;  rv  hi'r'jy?  infancy, 
L'lpji'c'i  ir.  zr^i:  ne:::.::?  ::*  rclrz  r::;iie  the  pre* 
luvie  to  i   ^-r?"   -   niuri'r:?  ":i:r.    ct  being 

V  :'   i'cj:-:y  iscrri:-^  :r   :::;   hirf?  therein  it 
lu/.N    ihrrt.-re  v.-  cvc':::   ::  ^xi   upcn  cur 

•««...•  .^  ..«.•  M  •     •»     «  ■*.*   ^.*.--»*»^    ••*»     «---  r*'*'^'*  T>ml^C- 
t:  whcin  cj:  cirr?  mv   r-r  n::';:  ;;:>:'u":ly  sp- 
'ivi,  i2  vhc/.  fj:  ihiir  :-.v::  r-^^^f:,  as  that  of 

the 
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rofld  whereia  they  are  afterwards  to  bear 

Perhaps  I  Ihall  be  counted  roo  fpeculjt- 
^n  recommending  a  thought  to  be  had  of 
children  even  before  their  birth,  but  it  h 
inly  of  great  importance  to  them  in  what 
inner  we  brir^g  ibcm  into  the  world,  and 
ercfore  defcrvcs  to  be  eftccmed  a  naatter  of 
ipcftance  by  us,  if  wc  can  extend  a  regard 

td  ourfelves  to  thofc  who  are  ncarcft,  and 
to  be  dearcft  to  us.  Were  this  confidc- 
:ion  duly  attended  to,  it  muft  put  a  check 
►on  unlawful  amours,  which  how  much  fo- 
pr  a  fport  to  the  parties  engaged,  may  prove 
A^  or  what  is  worfe  than  death,  a  miferable 
t^  to  the  unhappy  produce  of  them. 
Nor  let  people  fancy  their  offspring  indebted 

Kem  ior  an  entrance  into  Being  ;  for  how 
they  by  w^hat  laws  the  creation  of  fouls; 
introduction  of  them  from   fome  former 
le  are  adminiftcred,  or  that  the  fame  foul 
jiild  not  have  found  an  entrance  by  fome  other 
Sige  into  a  better  ftation,  where  it  would 
ve  had  (he  fti'*  ^    ""^-  nf  that  parental  affec- 
»n  ^nrl  tenderi...   .....n  now  it  is  likely  to 

u.  .  ?  For  children  drawn  into  the  world 
Hgh  thii  by-way  are  looked  upon  as  a  bur^ 
Ba  (hame  and  a  misfortune  to  thetr  pa* 
TO,  often  made  away  witf 
[led,  and  very  rarely  fir^ 
ndnefs  and  countenance  :. ,  - 


igZ  Educatiml.  Chap.  ^^ 

Ids  condition,  and  to  which  they  are  natural^ 

entitled.     There  are  thofe  who  think  to  cxcuft 

themfelves  in  thefe  pranks  by  pretending  tofdl* 

low  the  impulfes  of  nature ;  but  furely  it  is  a 

firange  way  of  following  nature  to  do  thil^ 

which  tends  to  choak  the  growth  of  all  natural 

tffedlion,  a  proviiion  which  nature  has  rendered 

as  neceffary  for  the  well  being  of  her  infagt 

productions,  as  the  mother's  milk  for  their  fa£- 

tenance ;  or  rather  more  fo,  becaufe  if  the  milk 

fails,  there  are  other  ways  of  fupplying  its  phre 

by  nurfes  and  paps  s  but  parental  inftinA  is  not 

to  be  bought  with  money,  nor  a  fuccedaneom 

to  be  gotten  that  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  efto- 

tpally,  for  no  man  can  have  the  fame  heartf 

tendernefs  for  another's  badard,  as  for  his  o«^ 

children. 

But  fuppofe  the  father  ever  io  flronglyi^r 
clined  to  procure  all  advantages  for  his  clliU^ 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  do  it  completely,  ibr  M 
fucceed  herein  he  will  want  fome  afliftanoeail 
countenance  of  other  people,  which  he  mift 
pot  expcd  to  find :  he  cannot  introduce  Mm 
among  his  friends,  relations  nor  acquainlaiw 
nor  teach  him  that  ufeful  fcience  of  the  woild 
which  is  only  to  be  learned  by  experience  «id 
obfervation  s  he  has  not  a  continual  oppoftB- 
nity  of  infpeding  his  condudt,  but  his  cares  ef 
him  muft  be  taken  by  Aealrh  or  at  a  diftaocet 
in  cafe  of  mortality  he  has  nobody  to  tnift  irin 
might  prove  a  fccond  father,  for  nobody  wS 
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regard  him  as  a  friend  or  a  relation,  cnluled  to 
any  more  than  mecr  charity  and  compaffiofi 
demand  for  a  fellow  creature  in  ditlrefs  %  and 
with  all  his  endeavours  he  can  never  feciire  hinfi 
from  the  difcooragements  and  brow-beating  of 
ccnforioas  and  ill-natured  perfons.  In  fhort  let 
jy  man  confider  how  he  would  like  to  have 
snborn  himfclf  under  fuch  difadvantagei?,  and 
ben  apply  the  golden  rule  to  ihofc  who  are  to 
be  of  bis  own  flefli  and  blood. 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  avoid  the  hazard  of 
bringing  them  into  the  world  in  a  manner  that 
(hall  make  ihem  a  {hame  to  us^  fome  little  confi* 
deration  feems  requifite  of  what  other  parent  we 
give  them  upon  whom  their  future  health  of 
body  and  mind  is  to  depend  jointly  with  our- 
.  People  choofe  folely  for  their  own 
ifure  or  convenience  without  a  thought  of 
their  rifing  families,  unlefs  perhaps  to  provide  a 
maintenance  for  them  by  fettlements,  and  that 
not  always,  for  your  novel  hunters  learn  to 
defpifc  all  common  prudence  under  the  notion 
of  mercenary  views,  their  fancy  of  circling  joys 
which  will  never  end  makes  them  giddy,  fo  that 
fli^y  can  behold  nothing  calmly  and  fteadily 
.  fo  little  remote,  an  engaging  perfon,  t 
talent  for  diverting  convcrfation  includes  all  me- 
rit with  them,  and  conftiiutes  the  whole  of 
happinefs.  But  if  tliey  like  to  live  in  a  hollow 
-*^  themfclves,  or  could  be  fure  chey  fhall  like 
,.  ,:  well  ten  years  hence  as  they  do  now,  wiH 
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their  children  bfe  happy  by  being  bof nja  OMjaoi 
having  nothing  but  the  flender  bark  and  bf  rn| 
leaves  for  their  (helter  and  fupport  ?  It  is  fudf 
of  concern  to  them  that  both  parents  fliooU 
have  fome  difcretion,  coniideratenefs,  knov* 
ledge^  and  abilities  capable  of  difceroing  atfaff 
obje6l€  beyond  the  circling  joys,  and  theil 
ihould  be  a  harniony  and  mutual  eftecm  by* 
tween  the  families  on  both  (ides :  for  all  thd| 
things  will  have  a  (hare  of  influence  in  dfitUfi 
mining  the  colour  of  their  lives* 

But  happinefs  is  made  up  of  many  ingr^kM 
requiring  forethought  to  proyide  for  tiMHl 
and  if  any  principal  ingredient  be  wanting  k 
will  render  all  the  reft  of  no  avail  -,  therefore 
it  is  a  cruelty,  or  at  bed  an  unpardonable  nef> 
ligence,  when  people  entail  difeafes^  diA)eiiir 
perature  of  brain,  weaknefs,  or  poverty  ttplQ 
their  offspring  by  unfuitable  matches,  or  pro* 
vide  them  with  a  parent  who  knows  'Dottiing 
but  trifling  difiipation  and  amufement^  i^atfsf 
ble  of  fteadinefs,  or  confideration,  or  of  htlp* 
ing  them  either  .  by  inflrudtion  or  exampk 
This  is  facrificing  their  children  to  their  OWB 
fond  fancy,  or  the  glare  of  riches  and  iptcoddtA 
which  ever  of  the  two  idols  happens itD  pol^ 
fefs  their  imagination.  It^ 

I  know  one  cannot  hope  to  have  tlibgS  at  all 
points  exactly  to  our  wifli,  but  mufl  do  the  hcA 
that  is  feafible ;  therefore  fliall  not  fi;t5>ii*^ 
far  the  interefts  of  the  parties  themfelvM^ll 
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^ve'Way  to  thofe  of  their  children  yet  unborn, 
which  mud  be  left  to  every  ones  own  judge* 
tnent^  upon  this  circumftances  of  his  cafe :  I 
oply  fay  the  latter  ought  not  to  be  fo  totally 
overldbked  as  too  commonly  is  done,  efpecially 
by  v6ry  young  perfons,  but  deierves  admits* 
tan6e  into  the  fcale  of  confideration  and  to 
have  its  due  weight  in  determining  the  choice. 
Aed  if  fuch  weight  has  been  given  in  makipg 
die  connection,  I  prefume  it  will  not  ceafe  to 
operate  afrerw&rds  during  the  time  of  geftation : 
Kot  the  mother  will  abftain  from  fuch  tntem* 
peranciea,  diverfions  and  hazards,  as  might 
prove  hurtful  to  the  burden  fhe  bears,  prefccv- 
ing  fuch  a  fteaditfefe  and  fobriety  of  temper; 
as  may  fecure  her  againft  frights  and  longings ; 
imd  the  father  will  ftrive  to  ward  off  whatever 
tbight  excite  any  turbulent  paflions,  or  urge  to 
afly  improper  exercifes  which  would  difturB 
die  vegetation  of  the  growing  plant,  or  vitiate  its 

4.  But  all  that  could  be  urged  upon  thefe 
ti^c&  is  fcarce  likely  to  be  much  heeded  or 
jMiFail.  on  any  to  fbrego  a  fond  pafHon  or 
favourite  defire,  which  has  nothing  more  than 
ielf  for  its  objeft  :  therefore  I  Jhall  fuppofe  the 
children  already  come  into  Being,  and  then  it 
may  be  prefumed  there  will  be  a  motion  of 
inftind  towards  them  ;  but  it  is  very  material 
whether  this  principle  be  left  to  operate  at 

rafidom. 
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random,  folely  by  its  own  impulfes,  or  gDiU 
by  judgement  and  difcretion. 

If  due  confideracion  be  had,  they  will  Mt 
be  regarded  meerly  as  play-things  for  the  paicMI 
to  divert  themfelves  with,  or  ihow  about  tmai| 
their  friends  and  vifitors  to  remark  how  i4 
how  lufty,  and  how  lively  they  are;  bat « 
an  important  charge  committed  to  our  hafidf 
as  our  neareft  neighbours  whofe  fortune  io  Ail 
world  and  the  next  depends  upon  our  manage 
ment,  which  therefore  deferves  to  be  efteemsd 
a  ferious  affair,  and  be  made  the  objed  of  ov 
conftant  attention.  For  the  conftancy  of  d* 
application  is  of  more  confequence  than  da 
vehemence  of  it,  as  a  little  negligence  or  isdil^ 
cretion  will  overthrow  the  good  effeds  ofmuf 
cares.  People  are  apt  to  be  prodigionfly  annul 
for  their  children  by  ftarts,  juft  when  it  ooOMI 
firongly  into  their  heads,  and  then  think  Bl 
more  of  them  for  long  intervals  afterwards  k 
their  ferious  moods  they  colledt  treatifet  of  dh^ 
cation  in  hopes  to  find  a  fecret  there  ibr  bccai 
ing  excellent  managers  by  the  bare  pemfal :  Ik 
ihefe  aids  at  moft  can  only  dired  them  in  ftm 
particulars  how  to  apply  their  induftry,  bat  CM 
never  infufe  it;  they  muft  draw  this  prindfb 
from  their  own  fund,  and  have  gotten  an  habiraal 
diligence  before  they  become  qualified  to  reap 
any  benefit  from  the  obfervations  fuggefted  n 
them.  It  is  not  a  fet  of  rules  how  comfdea 
foever,  but  a  fleady  vigilance  and  readioefil 

to 
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to  feize  every  opportunity  of  praftifing  Aena^ 
that  muft  do  the  work:  where  there  it  the 
btter,  it  will  go  a  great  way  towards  fnpplyifig 
deficiencies  in  the  former,  for  we  fee  peopfe 
with  very  little  knowledge  or  judgement  fuceed 
well  enough  for  common  u&  by  an  afliduouf 
application  of  fuch  judgement  as  they  have^ 
and  there  are  many  more  errors  committed 
in  the  world  through  negligence,  than  ignor« 
aooe. 

I  know  very  well  the  nurfery  cannot  and 
<Hight  not  to  engrofs  all  our  time,  for  though 
our  neareft  neighbours  refide  there  we  have 
other  neighbours  belide  to  whom  a  proportion- 
able (hare  of  our  regard  is  due:  but  thofe 
who  are  neareft  deferve  to  be  foremoft  in  our 
thoughts,  and  that  there  be  no  want  of  atten- 
tKNi  by  which  they  might  fuffer.  The  bufinefs 
of  a  profeffion,  the  duties  of  our  ftation 
and  other  neceflary  avocations  muft  be  com« 
plied  with,  and  therefore  may  be  allowed  to 
abate  fomething  from  our  afliduities  to  home 
icobcerns;  but  the  latter  clearly  claim  thepre^ 
ftntice  before  matters  of  meer  amufement,  di* 
vcrfion  and  felf-indulgence ;  which  therefore 
ought  to  be  purfued  only  fo  far,  as  can  be 
done  without  detriment  to  them. 

,  Yet  (elf- indulgence  is  not  the  only  danger  to 
be  guarded  againft,  the  fondncfs  which  iirft 
Attaches  us  fo  ftrongly  to  our  own  humours, 
when  traMficrred  upon  the  little  ones  may  do 

them 
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them  infinite  mifchief  ;.thoie  neareft  neighbomi 

oertainly  deferve  to  be  loved  as  ourfelves,  faol 

it  has  been  ihewn  in  a  former  place  that  t^hoefcf . 

loves,  himfelf  improperly  do^  no  kindnefsjH) 

another  by  loving  him  19  kheiAoAjloaiiBeri  jod 

may  offend  grofsly  .ag^nft  the  1av#  ef  Chon^ 

by  doing  to  jiim  as  he  would  be  done  by«    tf 

vire  negle£t  our  own  interefti  to  gratify  fomt 

prefenc  fond  defire,  it  is  folly-}  if  we  do  ibl 

like  by  our  children,  it  is  injudice  and  cnid^i 

for  nature  has  given  them  no  knowledge  of  ^idr 

own,  but  entrufted  them  to  our  |udgemen^  jf 

therefore  we  refufe  them  the  full  benefit  cfa^f 

might  receive  therefrom,  we  betray  oar  tni& 

Tendernefs  we  cannot  have  ttx>  much,  pn^ 

yiided   ic  be  under  the  controul    of  reifiM 

and  this  may  incline  us  to  procure  tfaem^k 

the  pleafure  and  eafe  confident  with  their  gOil| 

but   never  give  way  to  a  prefent  .indulgeiHt 

that    may   be  attended  with  mifchievoui  4iF 

dangerous  confequences.    I  have  heard  pM|l^ 

value  themfelves  upon  their  inability  ro  1 

an  importunity  they  know  to  be  hurtful  s 

if  this  be  excufable  from  the  weakneis  fk^H^ 

man  nature,  certainly  it  is  not  matter  of  gltfiyfr 

ing,  they  ought  to  beafliamcd  of  it,  and 

o  mend  it  as  foon  as  poliible ;   for  tbey 

not  how  fevercly  their  darlings  may  x«e 

the  delay.  ^  -^ 

But  fondnefs  is  generally  accompBniod«i4 
an  anxiety  that  magnifies  dangers,  andMOBl 

them 
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them  an  obftacle  againft  mcafures  wc  fhould 
othcrwife  judge  cxpedicnc:   but  there  is  a  for- 
•  titode  requifite  in  our  dealings  with  thofe  under 
our  care  as  well  as  in  our  pcrfonal  concern^, 
tnd  this  is  fureft  founded  upon  the  comcmpla* 
lion  of  Providence.     We  know  that  children 
are   the  gift  of  God,  not  given   for  our  lakes 
alone,  for  they  bear  their  part  in  the   general 
fyftem,    and   muft  undergo    whatever  fare  the 
interefts  of  the  whole  (hall  require :   therefore 
|wc  muft  not  think  to  have  them  exempt  from 
iccidents,    but  prepare  to  reft  contented  under 
•^whatever  {hall  befall,  as  being  wellfatisfied  that 
the  moft  myfterious  difpenfations  are  ordered 
perfcft  wifdom  for  the  beft.     Ncvcrchelefi 
it  behoves  us   to  take  all  the  caution  we  can 
Igainft  accidents,    nor  ever  to    hazard   them 
rantonly,   and  then  we   may  reft  aflbred  that 
>Wever  unfavourable  the  event  may  appear, 
will   turn  out  in  the  end  to  fome  unknown 
icfit  bothof  ourfelves,  and  of  thofe  on  whom 
ir  cares  were  beftowed.     Nor  are  they  liable 
external  chances  alone,  but  likewife  tofuf- 
by  flips  and  failures  in  ourfelveS)  with  all 
ir  rcfolution  to  the  contrary,  wc  (hall  fome- 
limes  be  negligent,  remifs   in  our  cares,   and 
wholly  taken  up  in  gratifying  our  own  pailions 
^nd  fancies :  it  is  better  we  fliould  be  apprized 
^f   our   infirrairy  before   hand,    for   then  wc 
Ihall  be  lefs  mortified  and  diiheartcned  when 
millakes  do  happen,  and  nialt  itand  more  upon 
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the  watch  to  prevent  them.  For  confidcDOe 
begets  careleflnefs,  and  he  that  is  too  fare  cf 
fuceeding  in  any  work  compleatly,  coiimx»l| 
fails  in  the  perforaiance  through  that  vaj 
fecurity. 

5.  But  though  a  fteady  induftry  and  vlg 
ance  be  the  principal  things,   they  will  yktf 
more  profitable  fruits  according  as  direded  hf 
better  judgement  and  information^    which  be- 
ing derivable  from  many  quarters,    every  oac 
may  be  allowed   to   add   what  lights  he  m 
to  the  common  ftock  for  the  chance  of  iiiakii|i 
the  road  clearer  in  fome  of  its  bearings.    Tboe 
have  been  too  many  and  too  mafterly  fyfloM 
of  education  already  compiled,  for  me  to  make 
any  improvement  upon  them ;    yet    (ince  jM 
things  repeated  in  a  different  manner  may  (cngf^ 
times  obtain  a  reconfideracion  after  having  bi 
negleded,  I  may  attempt  to  remind  peopliMf 
what  they  had  overlooked  or  forgotten,  wicfao 
pretending  to   inilrudt   them  in  what  they  4l 
not  know.     Nor  do  ]  purpofe  to  deal  fo  ma 
in  rules  and  maxims,  as  in  fuggefting  thepMfr- 
cular  aims  to  be  had  in  view  in  the  applionil 
of  (iur  cares ;  for  having  ufed  myfclf  {oigM 
pofiibic  to  proceed  by  reafon  rather  thitt  If 
rule,    a!:d "fecming  to   have  found  ben^A 
this  practice,  ic    is  natural  to  recommend' H 
others  what  has  proved  beneficial  to  myfUfi 

AvA  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the  p»» 
per  nn'.nt  of  intention  to  be  purfued  upon  evoj 

occafiot 
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occaiion  could  be  difccrned  and  born  in  mind, 
tommon  fcnfe  would  fcldoni  fail  of  dircfting 
to  the  proper  mcafures  for  attain ing  it :  for  it 
il  cafier  to  f«  what  would  prevent  the  growth 
of  flothfulnefs,  intemperance,  impetuofity  and 
fijueatnifti  delicacy,  than  to  renaember  or  be 
fully  Icnfible  of  the  mifchiefs  of  thofc  evil 
habits. 

In  order  to  proceed  with  regularity  and  efFcdt, 
il  will  be  requifite  to  have  fomething  of  a  plan 
conraining  an  ♦ultimate  end  to  be  prppofed, 
together  with  the  fubordinate  aims  conducing 
thereto^  tlie  end  to  be  fttadily  adhered  to 
throughout,  but  the  conducing  lines  will  admit 
of  continual  additions  and  alterations  to  be 
made  occ^fionaHy  according  as  there  is  room 
for  any  improvement,  or  fome  mifchicf  to  be 
remedied,  or  fome  danger  to  be  guarded  againft^ 
But  1  conceive,  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the 
aim  and  ex  perflations  with  which  (Barents  fee 
out  at  iirft,  which  they  generally  fix  by  much 
loo  high,  yet  cannot  depart  irom  until  fome 
grievous  difappointmcnt  quite  difconcerts^  and 
throws  them  out  of  any  aim  at  all.  People 
are  apt  to  think  their  children  nonpareils,  the 
folc  objca  deferving  admiration  and  regard,  and 
depend  upon  their  parts  and  their  own  fag^city 
for  making  them  fomething  extraordinary  and 
fupereminent  above  their  equals,  expeding  that 
all  things  and  all  perfons  ihould  ply  to  their 
iBtexeils  and  deHres.    By  tliis  means  they  mifa 
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of  many  advantages  that  might  have  been  pro- 
cured for  them,  as  being  deemed  below  dieir 
notice,  and  teach  them  to  be  felfifh,  conoeitedy 
unreafonable,  impatient  of  contradiction,  ud 
fretful  under  difappointments. 

Whereas  if  every  man  would  confider  tint 
other  people  have  their  interefts  and  defirei 
as  well  as  he,  together  with  an  equal  right  to 
purfue  them,  and  believe  it  poffible  that  foac 
in  the  world  may  have  apter  fubjeCts  to  woifc 
upon  together  with  better  (kill  and  manage- 
ment to  improve  them  than  himfelf,  he  would 
be  then  more  likely  to  difcern  what  is  attain- 
able in  this  general  competition,  and  apply  hit 
endeavours  thereto  without  wafting  them  upoo 
what  is  not  fo.     For  happinefs,  the  proper  uki«' 
mate  aim  of  all  our  fchemes,  does  not  Kc  it 
comparifon,  nor  is  the  value  of  it  at  all  alcemV , 
by  another's  pofTeiling  more  or  lefs :   whoever 
thinks  to  engrofs  it  to   himfelf  and   his  OVNI^ 
family  will  find  himfelf  defeated,  he   may  fuiH 
ceed  better  by  aiming  attentively  at  fuch  fli^M  i 
of  the  blefTings  poured  out  among  mankind  aK 
the  courfes  of  Providence  fhall  from  time  10 
time   bring  within  his  reach.     Therefore  dW' 
folid  happinefs  of  our  offspring  in  the  enJQf-' 
meniB  of  this  life,  and  due  preparation  ibr  the' 
next,  ought  co  be  made  our  ultimate  aim»  bf* 
the  tendency  whereto  all  our  other  defires  fcr 
them  ought  to  be  regulated  :   we  may  laudably 
wiHi  tbem  all  the  good  we  can  reafbnably  iflpa* 
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gine  fuch,  but  we  need  not  wifli  all  others  to  fall 
inferior  to  them  therein,  for  that  has  no  tendency 
to  their  benefit:  for  as  has  been  (liown  in  a 
former  place,  God  has  fo  interwoven  the 
interefts  of  mankind,  that  every  one  has  a 
perfonal  concern  in  the  happinefs  of  every  other, 
nor  can  any  be  compleatly  happy  until  all  are 
fo,  and  each  man  makes  his  own  advantages 
more  efFedlually,  in  proportion  as  he  can  con- 
tribute to  thofe  of  his  fellow  creatures. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  to  make  a  child  ufeful 
is  the  ready  way  to  make  him  happy,  nor 
can  the  one  be  totally  difregarded  without  failing 
of  the  other :  therefore  one  part  of  our  ulti* 
loate  end  to  be  held  conftantly  in  view  ought 
to  be  the  training  him  in  fuch  manner  as  may 
render  him  ferviceable  to  the  world,  either  by 
helping  forward  the  important  ufes,  or  adding  to 
«  the  conveniencies,  or  at  lead  theentertainmentof 
others,  according  as  he  is  qualified  and  fituated ; 
and  even  in  thofe  many  points  relative  only  to 
his  own  profit  or  enjoyment,  yet  prudence  will 
require  us  to  purfue  them  fo  as  may  render 
them  compatible  with  thofe  of  other  perfons ; 
for  if  we  think  to  gain  an  advantage  for  him 
by  ways  that  muft  prove  detrimental  to  the 
reft  of  mankind,  we  can  never  hope  to  fucceed  ; 
QT  if  we  fliould,  the  fuccefs  will  be  fatal, 
as  drawing  grievous  mifchief  after  it. 

A  felfifb,  encroaching,  overreaching  temper, 
(jfpicion,  cunning  and  diffimulation  are  feme-  .  ^ 
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times  inculcated  through  a  miftaken  pofiqTi 
becaufe  at  firft  fight  feeming  eminently  beno> 
ficiai  to  the  pofTciTor ;  but  fince  fach  qaaliiid 
niufl  be  troublefome  and  hurtful  to  whom- 
foever  he  has  to  deal  with,  they  will  turn  ont 
to  his  own  great  damage  in  the  long  run. 

So  that  befides  a  conformity  to  the  ufagei 
and  charadters  around  us  to  be  regarded  for  oor 
own  fakes  that  we  may  know  how  to  ft«r 
fafely  and  wifely  among  them,  it  is  neccflary 
likewife  to  have  an  eye  upon  the  conformity 
of  intercfts  among  mankind,  that  we  may  lay 
our  fchemes  as  much  as  poinble  in  purfuiog 
our  own,  fo  as  not  to  clafh  or  interfere  widi 
thofe  of  any  body  elfc ;  not  conlldering  oor 
families  as  diftindt  and  feparate  bodies,  botai 
members  of  the  community  whereto  we  bebfig^ 
coparceners  of  the  bleflings  diftributed  amMg 
the  whole,  and  entitled  to  the  bed  we  cml 
procure  for  them  without  prejudice  to  die 
rights  of  other  claimants  for  fo  much  as  they 
can  attain  for  themfelves.  ^ 

6.  Now  to  obtain  our  end  it  is  obvioas  tUt 
care  mud  be  had  both  of  the  body  aodiif 
the  mind,  each  in  its  due  proportion  to  be 
nourifhed  up  to  the  higheft  perfedHon  Ad 
materials  nature  has  put  into  our  hands'  alt 
capable  of,  neither  of  them  to  be  neglcAed 
through  an  injudicious  fondnefs  for  improvuf 
the  other:  for  a  conftirution  enfeebled  by  iiH 
tcnfe  labour  of  thought,  or  an  exuberant  health 

wichoat 
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\  Urithout  any  judgement  to' guHc  if,  will  never 
mtkfi  either  a  happy,  or  a  afefnl  man. 

As  for  the  growth  and  health  of  the  body, 
I  fliall  not  attempt  to  give  dire^ons  there- 
upon, as  being  a  matter  whereof  I  have  no 
fkilh  nor  do  I  apprehend  any  great  fkill  is  want* 
ed  for  private  perfons:  if  there  are  any  natural 
(defeds  or  weaknefs  or  difeafes,  recourfe  nsay 
be  had  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty; 
And  if  there  are  not,  the  parents  themfelves 
will  J>e  fufficiently  dire<fled  by  their  own  faga» . 
city,  or  the  information  of  their  friends  and 
acquaintance,  to  the  proper  courfes  of  manage- 
ment, fo  they  be  careful  to  purfuethemi  ther«* 
fore  inftrud:ion  is  not  fo  needful  here,  as  admc^ 
nicion.  They  may  pleafe  then  to  remember 
that  the  vigour  and  abilities  of  manhood  is  the 
object  whereto  they  are  continually  to  have 
refpe£):,  it  is  not  enough  to  confult  the  prefent  ^ 
eafe  and  accommodations  of  the  child,  to  keep 
it  plump  in  good  liking  and  lively,  but  atten- 
tion is  likewife  due  to  all  methods  that  may 
ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  purify  the  bloody 
fender  the  joints  fupple,  and  give  it  a  dexterity 
in  the  ufe  of  all  its  limbs  and  organs  of  fpeech; 
that  no  ligatures  be  fuffercd  to  retard  the  cir- 
culation,  nor  (hoes  to  pinch  the  feet,  nor  any 

.thing  done  or  omitted  by  which  it  may  grow 
lompilh,  diftorted  or  feeble,  or  be  otherwife 
impaired  to  its  future  detriment  or  uneafinefs. 

v4  .But 
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But  health  and  vigoar  cannot  yield  their  fill 
benefits  in  a  tender  delicate  conftitutioii,  there* 
fore  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  any  perfon  to 
have  been  brought  up  in  hardinefs  from  hii 
childhood;  for  this  quality  depends  almoft  en- 
tirely upon  cuflom,  which  the  earlier  it  is  be- 
gun, the  eafier  and  compleater  it  will  be  acqnir- 
ed.  If  we  re6e6t  how  much  we  fufier  from 
winds  and  weathers,  how  much  more  liberty  a 
man  has  and  greater  choice  of  employments 
and  pleafures  who  can  take  up  cheerfully  with 
bad  accommodations,  and  thrive  upon  any4ici^ 
we  mud  acknowledge  it  a  defirable  thing  to  be 
able  to  do  the  like :  and  there  are  examples  enow 
in  the  world  that  (how  to  what  degree  of 
hardinefs  human  nature  is  capable  of  bdif 
trained. 

I  donotexped  that  any  among  thofe  who  trnf 
be  likely  to  give  me  the  pcrufal  will  be  ibk 
to  breed  up  th^ir  children  to  the  hardtncfi 
of  a  porter  or  a  highlander,  nor  if 
were  able  is  it  fitting  they  (hould,  becaufei 
do  this  they  muft  inure  them  to  a  low 
laborious  way  of  living,  unfuitable  to> 
ftation  they  are  to  occupy  hereafter, 
negleft  the  accomplifhments  necclTary  to 
quit  themfelves  well  therein;  efpecially  ll 
girls,  in  whom  a  want  of  complexion 
fotcnefs  of  limbs  might  hinder  their  advam 
ment.  Yet  it  may  be  confidcrct 
greaiefl  degree  of  hardinefs  is  a  thi 
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in  itfelf,  and  well  worth  the  having  if  it 
could  be  attamed  without  inconveniences  in 
other  rcfpefls ;  and  whoever  bears  this  refledion 
in  mind  will  be  fond  of  gaining  fo  much  of 
it,  as  can  be  done  confiftently  with  thofe  other 
refpeds,  watching  all  opportunities  of  improving 
it  that  are  practicable,  or  convenient  in  the 
condition  of  life  wherein  he  flands« 

But  the  grcateft  of  all  abfurdiiies  is  that  of 
teaching  a  child  to  value  himfelf  upon  his  ten- 
derncfs  and  delicacy,  this  is  making  a  glory  of 
itnpcrfcdions,  which  he  will  naturally  be 
prompted  to  encreafe  by  fuch  in  (ligation :  for 
though  in  many  cafes  they  arc  cxcufabley  either 
from  defc£l  of  conftitution,  or  the  manner  of 
living  one  has  been  neceflarily  accuftomed  to 
incompliance  with  the  company  one  has  con- 
forted  amongft,  ftill  they  are  imperfeflions. 
Therefore  if  a  man  cannot  bear  the  lead 
fatigue  or  hardfhip,  nor  reft  a  moment  eafy 
wUhout  all  his  conveniencies  and  elegancies 
iboot  him,  though  1  ihould  not  prefently 
think  the  worfe  of  him  upon  that  account,  any 
more  than  I  (hould  for  a  broken  leg  or  want 
pf  an  eye:  yet  I  ftould  think  it  better  and 
happier  for  him  if  he  could  be  delivered  from 
ihofe  wedknefTes^  which  good  nature  and  po- 
litencfs  may  overlook,  but  folly  alone  can  take 
for  topics  of  admirar:rn. 
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yond  their  natural  flrength,  or  dangerous  to 
their  health :  this  caution  is  not  much  wanted 
for  parents  who  generally  tranfgrefs  the  other 
way,  but  young  people  have  fometimes  de* 
ftroyed  themfelves  by  violent  exercifes,  and  the 
notion  that  nothing  will  hurt  them ;  they  are 
commonly  led  into  thefe  dangers  by  their  eager- 
nefs  in  purfuit  of  fomething  flriking  ftrongiy 
upon  their  fancy^  which  urges  them  to  triib 
far  beyond  any  they  have  experienced  before} , 
nor  coniidering  that  jflurdinefs  is  to  be  acqaired 
gradually  by  an  habitual  pradtice  of  the  methods 
conducive  thereto,  and  not  to  be  gotten  at 
once  by  fudden  ftarts  whenever  they  have  a 
prefent  occafion  for  it.  Nor  is  it  a  nce^efl 
caution  to  time  the  exercife  of  thofc  methodi 
rightly >  which  are  then  mod  beneficial  when 
the  body  is  in  perfect  health :  people  fomethliei 
when  taken  with  fome  diforder  or  feveriikiei 
will  needs  jufl  then  refolve  upon  being  ftod^ 
and  doing  as  they  did  at  other  times,  but  thieh 
fool-hardinefs  not  bravery,  which  is  ever  ooB^ 
fiftent  with  difcretion  and  watches  the  propel' 
feafons  for  exerting  itfelf,  nor  will  drive  agaiiill 
nature  when  ihe  demands  an  indulgence,  cfaM 
will  take  the  better  effedt  in  recruiting  her  foiWI$ 
the  lefs  (he  has  been  ufcd  to  it  while  aM 
wanted,  '    . 

7.  And  to  leflen  the  hazards  of  damage  to 
the  health,  it  will  be  very  material  that  no 
fund   of  mifchief  be  laid  in  by  intempeflnei^ 

for 
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for  when  the  blood  abounds  in  h*jmours  and 
foulncfles  they  are  ealily  thrown  off  upon  fomc 
of  the  nobler  parts  where  they  may  prove  fatal, 
but  when  the  juices  are  pure  and  the  circula- 
tion free,  if  fome  over  fatigue  or  pold  or  exter- 
nal accident  fhould  happen  to  raife  9.  diforder, 
nature  will  foon  work  it  off  again  without  much 
trouble.  She  has  given  us  appetite  both  for 
our  fuflenance  and  entertainment,  the  buiinefs 
is  to  preferve  appetite  in  that  genuine  ftatc 
wherein  (he  gave  it,  for  then  it  will  anfwcr 
both  purpofes  moft  effedlually:  but  there  arc 
a  thoufand  caufes  continually  furrounding  us 
from  our  infancy  which  tend  to  pervert  and 
vitiate  appetite  by  grafting  unnatural  cravings 
upon  it. 

When  children  cut  their  teeth,  the  uneafincfif, 
of  the  gums  urges  them  to  put  every  thing  into 
their  months ;  whatever  they  can  licl^  or  mum* 
We  from  thence  they  fwallow,  efpecially  if  it 
have  any  fweet  or  fait  or  piquant  tafte  that 
amufes  them.  As  foon  as  they  can  run  about, 
people  are  continually  cramming  them  with 
eakes  and  fugar  plumbs  5  when  at  fchool  the 
example  of  their  companions  prompts  them  to 
get  all  the  pies  and  fruit  and  trafli  they  can  lay 
hands  on':  and  when  they  come  into  the  worjd, 
the  world  is  perpetually  labouring  by  its  fym- 
pathy,  by  its  fa(hions  and  its  exhortations,  to 
extend  appetite  beyond  its  natural  compafs;  it 
18  njadc  a  genteel  acomplifliment  to  have  a  tafte 

for 
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for  elegancies,  curiofides  and  dimdes;  ymOf. 
of  all  kinds,  the  tricks  of  cookery.  di(hei  dF 
tempting  fruit  and  different  wines,  made  obli* 
gatory  by  the  jovial  cuff om  of  toafls,  are  ap 
plied  at  and  after  meals  to  ffimoktc  to  ex€cf% 
and  even  between  meals  people  think  tbey  cm-' 
not  enjoy  one  another's  company  without  fom^ 
thing  to  eat  or  drink. 

I  am  not  for  breaking  through  prevailing  cu^ 
toms  as   being  a  vain  and  unwarrantable  at- 
tempt, on  the  contrary  I  have  before  laid  down 
compliance  as  a  virtue,  and  recommended  a  oqih 
formity  with  the  world  we  live  in  as  a  princi- 
pal objcdt  to  be  had  in  view  in  forming  oar 
fchemes ;  therefore  I  would  not  wifh  any  maa 
to  refolve  upon  never  eating  but  when  he  is  hoo- 
gry,  nor  taking  a  bit  more  than  nature  requifi^ 
for  as  the  world  goes,  and  as  he  himfelf  hat  beea 
accuftomed,  he  would  by  fo  doing  lofe 
than  half  the  comforts  of  fociety,  and  half  ctie 
pleafures  of  life.     My  purpofc  is  only  to  remind 
parents  of  the  dangers  hanging  over  their  ch8^ 
dren  from  the  cradle,  that  they  may  ufe  tbeir 
vigilance  to  guard  againft  the  mifchicfs  of  tliem 
from  the  very  firft,  to  beware  of  laying  temp* 
tations  in  their  way,  to  inculcate  a  love  of 
bricty  as  a  valuable  quality,  to  make  a  point 
honour  in  having  the  command  of  their 
ings,  and  to  teaph  them  the  difference  betw 
compliance  and  fceblenefs  of  temper^ 
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.ny   way  by    the  flighteft  atcraftion  without 
onfent  of  the  will 

I  know  it  is  impoffible  to  keep  appetite  from 
vcr  tranfgreffing  bounds,  and  therefore  there 
s  the  more  need  of  care  and  contrivance  to  rc- 
rain  it  wichin  bounds  fo  fir  as  is  prafticable, 
itat  it  may  never  make  excurfions  of  irfcif  be* 
rend  what  the  due  compliance  with  modes  and 
cuftoms  have  rendered  unavoidable.  It  feems 
a  defirable  thing  if  it  were  feafible  to  find  play 
things  or  other  amufements  for  children,  but 
never  give  them  any  thing  to  eat  merely  by 
way  of  entertainment  wlien  not  wanted  for 
dieir  fupport  or  health :  one  mull  not  exped 
this  regimen  can  be  followed  rigoroufly  but  it 
Will  be  prudent  to  approach  as  near  to  ir,  and 
deal  out  thofe  amufements  of  the  tafte  as  fpar« 
IBgty  as  poilible, 

1  have  indeed  faid  juft  now,  that  nature  gives 
ms  appetite  for  our  entertainment  as  well  as  for 
our  fuftenance  j  and  when  we  refleft  on  the 
continual  return  of  her  calls  three  times  every 
day,  it  will  be  found  that  no  irxonfiderable  part 
the  enjoyment  of  life  conufts  in  eating :  but 
ave  it  a  real  entertainment  we  muft  not  take 
s  to  make  it  fuch,  for  there  is  no  fauce  like 
ger,  and  whatever  contrivances  wc  "ifc 
iipplyits  place  lofe  us  more  pVH  n 

give.     Plwfurc  (hows  her  1.  f* 

lioa  more  in  this  article  i. 
c  we  remaia  iodiferent  to  her  n 
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us  daily  of  her  own  accord,  bar  if  we  bcrray 
an  cagernefs  for  her  favours,  ihc  will  turn  her 
back  upon  us,  and  allow  us  no  more  of  them  | 
than  we  can  extort  from  her  by  arci  and  con- 
trivances, which  mud  be  perpetually  varied  m 
obtain  even  a  momentary  delight.     Nor  will 
(he  fuffer  us  to  return  without  much  dUHculty 
to  our  former  tranquil  ftate,  for  people  by  &e« 
quent  cramming  ftretch  their  Aomach  beyond 
its  natural  tone  which  then  will  crave  more  thia 
it  can  digeft ;  fo  that  if  afterwards  ihey  would 
learn  moderation,  they  cannot^  but  ilUl  eat  iw 
much  without  knowibg  it^  becaufe  havbg  me* 
rupted  that  guide  which  ought  to  Jet  the  bouad^ 
they  have  no  rule  to  afcertain  when  the  ciU  tf 
nature  is  fatisfied. 

8.  There  is  likewife  an  intemperance  f£$^ 

very  necefTary  to  be  guarded  againft,  beciftft 

extremely  apt  to  creep  upon   young  ppopki 

efpecially  in  this  cold  climate  where  it  gives  t 

fniart  pain  to  jump  out  of  a  warm  bed  into  the 

winter  air :  therefore  this  is  a  piece  of  hardifldi 

which  cannot  be  inculcated  coo  early  by  all  tbt 

means  conducive  thereto,  whether  advicci  Wr^ 

jundion  or  ihame.     While  nodcf  the  e; 

parents  and  mafters,  they  may  , be  kept  c 

ftantly  to  a  certain  hour,  whteh  will 

the   eafier  for  them   to  perfevere  «fter 

*  when  gotten  from  under  that  control^  i  if 

diforder  or  accident  intervcnC|  they  wjU 

no  more  than  one  nap  if '  *  * 


ave  brought  to  terminate  of  it(clf  juft  at  the 
ofual  hour  I  and  then  if  they  cum  upon  the 
other  ear  to  take  a  fecond,  they  (hould  be  caught 
to  look  upon  it  as  an  inteoiperaace,  not  at  all 
rcdoundiiig  to  their  credit.  But  this  fecond 
nap  is  not  fo  bad  as  lying  awake,  than  which 
^l^thing  tends  more  to  foul  the  blood,  to  lliarpcn 
itl>e  juices,  to  exhauft  the  fpirus,  to  unbrace 
the  iolids,  to  heat  the  blood,  to  ftupify  thcua- 
^krilanding,  to  dedroy  hardinefs  and  produce 
Plttber  inconveniences  of  very  mifchievous  con* 
quence.  Let  them  feek  iheir  amufements  clfe- 
where,  but  refcrve  the  bed  as  a  place  appropri- 
ated to  fleep  and  ficknefs :  for  if  it  were  pofliblc 
to  live  without  either  of  thofe  fufpenfions  of  the 
enjoyments  in  life,  nobody  would  ever  think  of 
akiog  a  bed  a  part  of  his  furniture. 
A  regularity  of  hours  fo  far  as  is  practicable, 
ferves  adherence  in  this  article,  and  fo  it  does 
lo  the  article  of  eating  and  all  other  calls  of  na- 
re,  who  may  be  gently  bent  into  any  courfe 
cuftom  her  fecond  felf,  but  cannot  be  fud- 
nly  put  out  of  the  ways  flie  has  been  inured 
without  great  ftrcfs  upon  her  forces  and 
d  of  impairing  them,  nor  can  flie  move  fo 
proufly  and  eafily  as  when  having  fome  (lea- 
courfe  to  I  '   *    :  for  the  human  ma- 
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I  know  there  are  fome  profeflions  which  re* 
quire  a  frequent  departure  from  rules,  and  e^ei^ 
man  may  fometimes  find  occafions  wherein  k 
will  be  expedient  and  neceflary  to  deviate  a  lib 
tie;  therefore  where  there  is  any  thing  of  tU 
fort  in  view,  it  will  be  prudent  to  prepare  o^ 
ture  for  fuch  deviations  by  pradtifing  them  b^ 
forehand,  that  (he  may  receive  the  Ie(s  (hock 
from  them  when  they  become  neceflary.    For 
a  pliancy  to  necefHty  and  expedience  is  boA 
commendable  and  profitable,  nor  would  I  htvft 
a  man  fo  hedged  in  to  his  own  ways,  that  hfe 
fhould  be  unable  to  flir  an  inch  to  the  right  or 
lefc  upon  any  confideration ;  but  though  ht 
may  be  ready  to  make  an  excurfion  upon  gool 
reafon,  he  need  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  pdl 
out  of  his  courfe  by  any  humour  or  careldli 
nefs  or  indolence,  but  adhere  ileadily  to  h  h, 
far  as  his  flation  in  life  and  the  circumftanoes  of; 
his  fituacion  fliall  render  feafible  and  convD* 
nient. 

But  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  a  man  fioH 
Lis  pillow  till  he  is  quite  tired  of  it,  if  he  iMJ^- 
nothing  to  do  when  he  is  up ;  for  he  will  fck^i 
apt  to  think  that  if  he  mufl  be  idle,  he  may 
well  be  idle  a  bed  as  elfewhere ;  I  do  not 
this  is  a  good  reafon,  but  it  will  certainly 
as  fuch :  thus  floth  is  the  child  of  id! 
continually  nourifhed  by  it  and  would  .die  m 
of  itfclf,  if  the  latter  could  be  removed. 
fore  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  yoangpci 
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le  to  contrive  if  pofliblc,  th«  they  (hould  al- 
ways have  fome  employment  to  turn  to  imme- 
iately  upon  rifing,  fome  tafk  enjoined  which 
'  they  difpatch  early  they  Ihall  have  the  more 
mc  allowed  them  aftecjvards  for  their  own 
nufements ;  or  which  is  better,  fomething  to 
leir  liking  that  they  may  apply  to  with  plea- 
ire,  and  will  ftart  foremoft  in  their  thoughts 
;  Ibon  as  awake.  For  where  inclination  can 
5  prcfied  into  the  fervice,  it  will  doitsbufi- 
efs  more  efFeftually  than  fear  or  authority, 
id  will  continue  to  operate  afterwards  when 
ley  are  gotten  from  under  the  verge  of  autho- 
ty  :  for  having  experienced  the  benefit  of  this 
lanagement,  they  may  be  induced  to  praftifc 
ic  like  upon  themfelves,  and  choofe  fomething 
crj  nigh:  for  which  they  find  an  eagernefs, 
thcr  work  or  divcrfion,  fometimes  one  and 
metimes  tother,  for  their  firft  -morning  cm- 
oyment. 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  reftrain  fleep  within  due 
Hinds,  if  the  waking  hours  be  fufFcred  to 
tarn  away  in  a  torpid  indolence  not  much  dif- 
j«nt  from  fleep :  it  is  of  great  fervice  even  to 
le  health  to  cultivate  a  fpirit  of  adivity,  con- 
jually  exerting  itfelf  in  fome  cxercife,  cither 
'  body  or  mind.  The  former  is  more  necef- 
ry  for  the  animal  machine,  and  for  that  rea- 
n  deferves  to  be  particularly  regarded  for  fach 
are  deftined  to  follow  fome  fedentary  pro- 
(fioD^  that  they  may  be  inured  by  early  cof- 

X  torn 
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ir.t.v.  .-  :.vi  :-:e:.i-T   or   cjE2£:i§,   :Mt  to  mem 
L;.  :/    .:.   :  t.:  c:--.cn   ictkr*- irrd  daily  n 

ii::.r.  f.   ::-:  p'-f-sr  no'^,  *r<c  prevent  iil  lit» 
ir^v-;!  ;::.v.  giti-cri^z  ;r*:h^  blood, 

Ytz  13  i ::;-.  ::y  cr'ir.::;d  :oo  b  net  nlctcii lorin 
h^-v,  :hs:c  biirc  I'ach   sr*  intimate  canDcSioi 


Ic'.wccr.  the  g'^'-^"  ^"^  --«  crzinizarioai,  ita 
irre^uliriiiei  in  the  c.r.c  v.ill  no:  laii  10  prodaa 
ihtir  ike  in  tr.c  o:her :  ihcrc  sj-e  ibmc  who  knt 
to  ill  in  a  corner,  building  caftles  in  ilie  fl| 
ir.ufing  u{X)ri  improbabilities  ioothiog  to  ifaar 
fancy  and  wiiiies  of  what  can  never  bappeili  tf 
perhaps  upon  ibmething  that  hasvcxal^^ 
or  the  imaginary  dread  of  mifcbielV  never 
to  bcfcfl :  thciigh  this  may  leem  an  inteni 
ci  tliOiJdht  wherein  the  mind  is  ratbcr  too 
t!);:n  too  rcmiTs  it  is  in  reality  not  ano&iiril^ 
buc  rjfiivencrg  bound  down  to  an  ofc^c&dfilf 
nic-chanicaliy  in  the  imagination.  Tempers  cf 
tl.is  call  have  a  |>erpetual  liftlefsneis  and  diUt^^ 
rincl's,  they  apply  to  nothing  readily,  ihcy  do  110^ 
thing  currently,  but  want  to  put  off  every  thing 
another  minute,  even  their  mcaU,  their  ^ 
(ions,  and  tht;ir  beloved  nightly  repafc.  5uU 
A.v^natian  ol' thought  become  babiiUii)  tnutlur 
c  'it..b!y  hiirodace  a  like  ftagnation  of  the 
jaicc::,  fict  and  wade  the  fpirits^  gaicraie 
i\i  Inels  and  melancholy,  and 
more  thoii  will  ealily  be  imagii 
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This  milchicf  then  dcfervcs  an  early  attentioa 
fo  obviate,  the  more  becaufc  difficult  to  be  dif- 
covercd  in  its  beginnings,  for  wc  cannot  penc- 
irate  into  the  thoughts  10  fee  what  paflTes  there : 
but  before  grown  inveterate,  it  will  fbow  itfelf 
in  the  adions,  or  rather  in  the  inertnefs  of  dif- 

ffition,  and  then  no  time  Ihould  be  loft  to  cure 
nor  any  means  omitted  that  can  be  devifed 
teach  children  10  find  an  ifl\)c  for  thtt 
thoughts  by  running  them  in  current  trains,  and 
to  take  pleafure   in  making  good  difparch  of 

Pry  thing, as  well  in  their  t; :,ksas  their  amafe- 
ntt. 

Ncverrhelefs  it  muft  not  be  forgot,  that  there 
is  a  contrary  extreme  which  urges   to  make 

fro  haftc  than  good  fpced,  a  continual  hurry 
a  '  '  i  never  fatisfied  but  when  iti  mu- 
I,  «ii  ,**,jatience  to  do  ihings  before  rhc  pro- 
time,  anJ  eagernefs  to  difpaich  them  at  once 
1^  a  violent  exertion,  an  over  follicitude  for  the 
^occcfs  of  mcafurcs,  and  a  vexation  upon  any 
rub  happening  to  fall  in  their  way.     This  tern* 

kr  '  '    .  *'    is  unfavourable  to  the  health,  for 
i.^i....     ...I  enfue  upon  precipitating  the  cir- 
culation of  blood  and  animal  fpirits,  as  well  as 
etarding  it ;  a  calm  and  ftcady  alertnefs 
5  in  one  uniform  tcnour,  always  brilk 
'  :^ntvct  zt\y 
lirabis  point  to  I 
ift  fo  labo'^r  to 


icr,  an. 
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enc^cavGurto  (leer  clear  of  Char>bdis.  I  know  it  ii 
a  difEcuk  m  a  tter,  perhaps  impofiible  10  hit  exadly 
the  golden  mean,  but  we  fhall  come  the  nearer 
by  being  apprized  of  the  dangers  on  either  hand; 
though  I  think  the  former  is  the  greater,  the 
more  frequently  fallen  into  and  harder  to  be 
cured.  The  beft  can  be  done  muft  be  by  dit 
gence  in  watching  the  approaches  of  either, 
and  applying  the  proper  remedy  as  foon  as  tbej 
are  perceived. 

9.  Thus  much  for  the  body,  which  in  ear- 
lied  infancy  requires  more  attention  than  the 
mind;  but  the  latter  will  foon  demand  a  pie* 
fercnce,  and  may  be  begun  upon  even  in  the 
firA  year  of  life,  by  helping  the  little  facolliei 
to  open,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  thatmoft; 
valuable  quality  which  will  (land  them  in 
ever  after,  I  mean,  a  pliancy  of  defire. 
children  naturally  cry  for  what  they 
but  it  is  of  greater  importance  than  nurici 
mothers  are  willing  to  own,  to  let  them 
extort  any  thing  by  this  means,  yet  not  toil 
fufc  them  roughly  or  with  an  angry 
nance,  but  Imiling,  and  amuling  thedl 
fomeching  elfe,  fometimes  even  taking 
their  play  things  in  like  manner;  for  this 
tice  will  favc  them  a  great  deal  of 
other  times,  when  they  happen  a8..diC|r< 
quently  will  do,  to  catch  up  things  that 
hurt  them,  which  then  you  muft  take  a^ 
citlijMine  cannot  be  begun  too  early,  pioi 
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edone  gently  but  ftcadily  without  uitcrvals  of 

The  feme  rcafon  will  dircft  to  prevent  the 
onftant  prcfencc  of  their  nurfes  from  beconi' 
ig  ncceflary  to  them,  that  they  may  bear  at 
^ny  time  to  fee  them  go  out  oi  the  room  ard 
rleftconteoiedly  in  other  people's  hands,  more 
jfpccially  your  own  %  for  you  cannot  be  too 
sarly  in  gaining  their  acquaintance  and  liking, 
of  which  you  may  make  excellent  ufe  for  their 
benefit.  If  little  hurts  or  dangers  bcfal,  never 
fct  up  an  outcry  for  that  will  fright  them,  but 
Uy  to  jeft  it  off,  for  though  they  cannot  enter 
nto  your  jcft,  they  will  be  kept  in  humour  by 
^c  plcafanmcfs  of  your  looks  and  gcflures. 
Vhcn  in  pain  with  their  teeih  or  otherwlfc^ 
;tvc  them  all  the  relief  and  cafe  you  can,  but 
o  nor  bemoan  them  nor  put  on  a  dlfconfolatc 
roful  countenance*  which  would  teach  them 
D  doable  the  evil  by  grieving  it:  lympathy 
fatchcs  fooner  than  commonly  taken  notice  of, 
ind  indeed  \%  the  only  language  intelligible  to 
children,  therefore  you  had  need  be  very  cau- 
:ioo$  what  ideas  you  convey  by  this  channel : 
ki  pains  and  troubles  accompany  every  ftatc  of 
ifev  It  is  of  great  advantage  for  the  infant  mind 
0  be  inured  to  bear  them  eafUy. 

Play  things  will  be  readily  admitted,  becaufc 
Cfery  body  fees  they  divert    V      ''^    '        r 
tot  amufemcnt   is  nut  the 
tive  in  view  I  wherefore  1 
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ashave  feme  movements  belongings  to  them, will 
take  to  pieces  and  bear  being  banged  about  with* 
out  breaking :  for  they  will  fervc  bcft  to  cxcr- 
cife  their  little  limbs  and  fagacity,  which  yoa 
may  afiill  by  gradi;ally  fliowing  him  how  to 
manage  them  in  proportion  as  he  is  capable  of 
imitating  you.     Nor  need  you  always  rcfoct  to 
the  {hops  for  materials,  a  little  hammer,  a  cof- 
fee mill,  or  the  bell  trigger  will  do  to  (how 
him  how  ihey  are  to  be  ufcd,  or  your  pen- 
knife fiieath  for  him  to  pull  open  z.nd  ihut  again. 
I  have  fomc  limes  tried  to  throw  a  napkin  over 
their  heads,  thrufta  pby  ihing  into  their  flcevq 
or  piit  them  under  fome  other  little  difficol^li 
from  which  :hev  can  extricate  themfclves:  A( 
women  always  interpofe  immediately  upootboll 
occafions,  which  1  conceive  tends  to  make 
child  helplefs,  and  dependent  upon  ochas 
its  relief  in  every  trifling  inftance,  but  my 
is   to  teach  him  to  help  himfclf,  and 
vith   difficulties  of  v/hich  he  will  meet 
numbers  when  he  ccmes  into  the  wide 
but  then  care  mull  be  taken  not  to 
in  thd'ii  expeiiments,  w^hich  therefore  1 
never  lufi'.r  to  be  practiled  upon  him  by 
chilciien,  if  there  are  any  bigger  in  the 
^  ou  may  iiktwiie  lay  him  upon  die 
t-^  jyi\;wl  obou:  as  lie  can  ;  if  you  are 
(laLrbir.c:  his  frock  you  may  fpread  a 
h\m  to  crawl  upon,  and  if  that  be  coo 
tcui!i  liic  filthy  carpet  you  may  lay  t  CQ| 
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twccn :  when  he  is  tired  do  not  take  hJm  up 
ftantly  bui  let  him  wait  till  ihe  fecond  or  third 
,L  Many  little  devices  may  be  thought  of 
put  him  upon  ftiiving  for  himfclf  and  ac- 
iring  a  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  his  hands  and 
3  tcel,  nor  perhaps  would  it  be  ulclcfs  if  he 
rcre  taught  lo  make  a  variety  of  noilcs  inftead 
f  fquawling  perpetually  in  the  fartie  note,  as 
his  might  give  hiin  a  better  command  over  the 
lufclcs  of  his  momh  when  he  comes  to  learn 
ticulate  founds^  and  help  to  prevent  lifping, 
aromering,  and  other  fuch  like  imperfcdions; 
or  every  organ  of  the  machine,  the  earlier  and 
be  more  various  play  it  is  inured  ro,  the  more 
liant  it  will  be,  and  the  cafier  co  be  managed, 
to.  When  the  child  can  run  alone  and  prattle> 
he  fiiculties  begin  to  fpread  and  afford  a  little 
ger  fcopc  for  improving  them  :  care  wdl  then 
\  wanting  to  make  liim  fpeak  plain,  to  pro- 
-  words  of  fimilar  loiind  diftincHy>  to 
ji,tuUnd  the  difference  between  thofe  oi  the 
mc  foundi  and  to  know  the  meaning  of  what 
fay>.  When  he  comes  to  read  there  will  be 
culty  to  prevent  his  getting  into  a  totie^ 
ich  every  body  learns  more  or  left  at  fir  ft, 
nd  not  one  in  a  tlioviiand  cao  wholly  get  rid 

'*  d>eir  lives  af;cf.     The  moft  IH    ' ' 
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merriment,  in  anger,  in  cxpoftulationi  in/un- 
portuning,  in  compaffionating,  In  Celling  a  iloryi 
jn  relating  an  hiftorical  fa£t,  in  defcribing  fome^ 
thing  grand,  magnificent  or  furprizing:  ind 
teaching  him  to  read  them  exadly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  you  Ipokc  them :  for  by  this  mcaM 
he  may  learn  the  natural  emphafis  and  mOm^ 
tions  of  voice  belonging  to  the  feveral  ftiks,  tfafr 
familiar,  the  humorous,  the  pathetic^  the  m> 
rative,  and  thefublime. 

The  objedl  now  to  be  had  in  view  will  be  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  his  facultieS|  to  Wbel 
his  fngaclty,  and  begin  to  (lore  his  mind  with 
fuch  little  fparks  of  knowledge  as  he  is  caj^ik 
of  receiving  :  for  which  purpolc  it  will  bed- 
pedicnt  to  gain  his  confidence  and  friendlhij 
that  he  may  apply  to  you  of  his  own  ao 
not  be  uneafy  in  your  company,  nor  want  to 
get  away  among  the  fervants,  that  he  naay 
no  fcruple  of  telling  you  what  he  has  bcoi 
ing  when  out  of  fight,  nor  ftand  under  perpc^ 
tual  dread  of  your  difpleafure.  Yet  it  will  be 
ncceflary  to  preferve  in  him  a  dependence  and 
revercr.ce,  which  you  may  better  do  by  ftetdi- 
nefs  than  llernnefs,  not  perpetually  conftraiii- 
ing  him  in  his  motions  nor  interrupting  hii 
plays,  but  rather  affifting  his  contrivance  in  ibe 
prolccution  of  them  :  laying  as  few  commti 
as  p(  lT:ble,  but  always  enforcing  thofc  you 
lay  wi'Ji  a  peremptory  mildnefij  nnd  fo  [uM 
Icjfiblc  pointing  out  the  reafons  and  a 
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of  them.  Ifcorredlion  be  needfbl  It  muft  not 
be  adniiniftred  in  anger,  nor  without  an  exprcf- 
ficn  of  anwillingnefs,  and  (howing  the  necclHty 
of  it  for  prevention  of  worfe  confequenccs. 

When  he  plies  you  with  qucftions  do  not 
difcouragc  him,  for  curiofity  well  turned  is  the 
main  fpring  of  knowledge:  he  will  probably  afk 
more  than  you  have  fkill  to  anfwcr,  if  this  bo 
the  cafe  acknowledge  it  honeflly,  and  do  not 
lave  your  own  credit  by  chiding  or  laughing  at 
him  for  his  impertinence  j  if  the  thing  be  above 
iitt  comprehenfion,  or  not  proper  to  be  known 
or  too  trifling  to  deferve  pains,  (how  him  that 
calmly;  if  none  of  thefe  obftacles  interfere, 
rplain  the  matter  clearly  to  his  capacity,  or 
^hich  is  better,  where  it  can  he  done,  follow 
Socratcs's  method  by  leading  him  dextroufly  to 
find  out  the  proper  anfwer  for  himfelf 

As  this  buCnefs  of  dealing  with  a  child's  cu- 
riofity is  a  very  difficult  point  to  manage,  it 
will  be  well  worth  the  parent's  while  to  ftudy  it 
as  a  fcience,  and  prepare  himfelf  beforehand 
for  the  exercife:  for  by  this  way  you  may  in- 
fill  more  inltruftion  than  by  precept  or  docu- 
ment, becaufe  while  you  give  the  child  Icflbns 
perhaps  bis  head  is  running  a  woolgathering,  fo 
diat  not  a  word  of  them  flicks,  but  when  aflc- 
tftions  his  attention  1-  and  nothing 


iUi  you  can  pour  wi 
ilike  advantage  in  emp! 
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difpofcd  in  different  figures,  prints,  ftoriea^ 
riddles  and  fuch  like,  for  whetting  his  inge- 
nuity :  nor  will  it  be  ufelefs  fometimes  to  aid- 
cize  his  exprcflions  and  try  to  puzzle  him,  pro- 
vided the  attack  be  no  greater  than  he  can  de- 
fend himfelf  againfl:,  or  that  you  help  him  oat 
if  he  be  gravelled,  for  then  he  will  not  be  dif- 
heartened  by  it,  but  learn  to  fpeak  warily,  cor- 
redtly,  expreflivcly  and  pertinently,  and  t» 
think  of  what  he  fays. 

But  every  thing  is  not  to  be  made  a  play  of, 
either  in  childhood  or  maturity  of  age,  forthofe 
who  reiolve  to  live  a  whole  life  of  amufement 
are  the  mod  ulclefs,  and  generally  the  moft 
unhappy  of  mortals:  therefore  one  principil 
view  mud  be  to  inure  him  early,  to  fomerhing 
pf  tafk  and  difcipline,  to  train  him  gradually  id 
bear  clofe'  application ;  and  fo  far  to  confolt  Uft 
cafe,  as  it  can  he  procured  by  giving  him  a  tafte 
for  work,  by  teaching  him  difpatch  in  it,  and 
infpiring  him  with  an  ardor  for  the  proficicDCf 
to  be  attained  by  it :  for  the  fureft  road  to  cife 
and  pleafure  is  not  by  flying  labour,  but  bf 
learning  to  take  delight  in  fo  much  as  the  healdl 
and  forces  will  bear, 

Nevcrthelefs  different  fubjedls  require' ?Ciy 
diflerent  management,  which  makes  it  behove* 
ful  to  obfcrve  carefully  the  talents  and  di^ 
pofition  of  the  child,  that  yon  may  kii0« 
what  he  is  capable  of,  and  which  way  fail 
genius  points^    what   irregularities  he  is  liabk 

to 
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:0|  and  provide  againft  them  in  time,  whether 
le  be  ra(h  or  timorous,  impetuous  or  flag-- 
j^ifti,  to  improve  nature  where  (he  is  favour^ 
ible,  and  amend  her  where  (he  is  deficient^ 
to  form  the  behaviour  in  converfiog  among 
ftrangers,  that  it  may  be  clear  both  of  rudenefs 
and  baftifulncfs. 

Regard  (hould  likcwife  be  had  to  the  profef* 
fion  or  way  of  life  he  is  intended  to  follow,  that 
he  may  have  fuch  fentiments  inculcated  and 
be  accuftomed  to  fuch  courfes  of  employment, 
as  are  fuitable  or  preparatory  thereto.     A  habit 
of  keeping  account  of  expences,    and  a  readl- 
ncfs  and  plainnefs  of  ftile  in  epiftolary  corref- 
pondence  will  be  ferviceable  in  almoft  all  flar 
tjons :  it  is  of  more  importance  to  be  regular 
than  minute  in  the  former,  and  in  the  latter 
to  be  clear,  eafy  and  lively  than  to  be  witty, 
or  if  this  be    aimed  at  ic  is  better  hit  by  the 
pradice   of  catching  fuch  diverting  thoughts 
48  occur,   than  by  pumping  for   them.     Thid 
caution  of  accommodating  the  firfl:  years  of 
life  to  thofe  which  are  to  follow,  feems  particu^ 
larly  needful  for  gentlemen  who  defign  their 
younger   children    for   trades  or    occupations 
wherein  they  are  to  get  their  livelihood ;  for 
without  very  prudent  management,  the  elegan- 
cies, the  fuperfluities  and  round  of  pleafures  they 
are  fuffercd  to  partake  in  at  home,   will  utterly 
incapacitate  them  for  a  life  of  parfimony  and 
application  to  buiinefs. 
^^    '  '  For 
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For  lads  intended  to  go  upon  the  line  of 
learning,  it  has  been  difputedv  whether  a  fchool 
or  a  private  tutor  be  more  eligible ;  the  di£* 
cuflioD  of  this  point  feems  needlefs  for  generd 
ufe  becaufe  few  can  afford  the  latter,  and  per- 
haps there  are  fome  parents  from  whofe  exam- 
ple and  manner  of  living  little  good  is  to  bo 
gotten  at  home,  fo  they  had  better  put  their 
children  into  other  hands.  Where  there  is  a 
robuft  conftitution,  good  principles  well  rivetted 
and  a  fturdinefs  of  temper  not  eaiily  wound 
about  by  the  incitements  of  a  companion,  I 
conceive  a  large  fchool  may  be  bcft  5  bat  if 
the  frame  be  tender,  the  inclinations  fufpidom^ 
or  the  mind  too  flexible  by  any  impulfei  I 
ihould  prefer  a  fmall  one,  becaufe  there  he  tmf 
be  more  narrowly  obferved. 

When  delivered  up  to  the  mafter,  thiofi^ 
muft  be  left  to  his  management,  for  it  woott 
be  prefumptuous  to  teach  a  profeflbr  any 
thing  in  his  own  fcience ;  yet  I  may  oficr  hfj^ 
way  of  Query,  whether  it  would  not  be  be>  l 
ter  to  exercife  childrens  memory  upon  thfli|j^ 
more  than  upon  words,  and  inftead  of  cImHp^ 
burdenfome  talks  ufually  fet  them  upon  rcpflgi 
tition  days,  which  feem  needful  only  to  qua'**"^^ 
them  for  ftage  playtrs,  to  put  them 
repeating  the  fubdance  of  what  leflbns 
have  learned  the  week  before,  preferving  i 
remarkable  words  and  turns  of  expre^Mj 
palTages  which  have  a   particular  beaoif 
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inergy.  And  likcwife  whether  among  the 
rhefes  given  to  declaim  upon,  it  might  not  be 
)rofitable  fometimes  to  choofe  thofe  wherein 
he  boys  will  be  heartily  interefted,  in  order 
o  aflimilate  their  exerciies  as  near  as  poflible 
o  the  real  bufinefs  of  life;  fuch  as  whether 
aw,  divinity,  phyfic,  the  army,  the  fea» 
nerchandife  or  trade  be  the  more  eligible 
prefeffion,  and  for  what  charaders,  and  to 
perfons  in  what  fituation  of  circumftaccs  : 
what  are  the  advantages  or  conveniences  of 
the  county  each  boy  belongs  to;  whether 
cricket  or  prifon  bar,  (buttle  cock  or  trap  ball 
be  the  better  amufement:  why  holidays  are 
expedient,^  and  what  proportion  of  them  is 
aioft  fuitable. 

If  they  have  haddifputes  among  one  another, 
^  entertained  any  favourite  notion  either  on 
morality,  behaviour,  politics,  nature,  dreft, 
^afure,  elegance  or  other  fubjedl,   each  may 

let  to  fupport  his  own  by  an  exercife :  and 
^ny  times  feveral  exercifes  may  be  branched 
^  from  one  beginning,  for  it  is  common  in 
Mutation  for  one  point  to  generate  another. 
^t  whatever  topic  they  maintain,  it  is  cxpe- 
^xxt  they  (hould  be  ufed  to  employ  fuch 
guments  only  as  really  weigh  with  them* 
^  Vcs,  for  the  common  way  of  filling  up  a 
^gc  with  a  flow  of  plaufible  words,  imitated  - 
^m  books,  perhaps  without  having  ever 
^i^prehended  the  force  and  pertinence  of  tbem, . 
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in  the  originals,  can  teach  them  at  beft  only 
to  amufe  or  filence  a  gainfaycr,  but  will  never 
help  to  aiTed,  or  convince  any  body.  I  know 
it  is  neceUary  upon  many  occafions  in  life  to 
ufc  arguments  to  the  man  which  yoo  do  not 
feel  the  force  of  yourfelf,  but  then  they  oagjbt 
always  to  be  fuch  as  you  (hould  be  williif 
to  a<ft  upon,  if  you  were  of  his  ientimenn 
in  other  relpedts.  This  practice  of  addreffiif 
to  the  ear  rather  than  to  the  heart  or  the  under- 
{landing,  is  I  conceive  the  occaiion  of  fomock 
emptinefs  and  fuperfluicy  abounding  in  thft 
difccurfes  of  mankind,  and  that  they  woik 
fo  little  upon  one  another  in  their  conferenom 
and  what  is  wcrfe,  leads  them  to  deceive 
felvcs  by  concealing  from  them  the  true 
of  their  adlions,  and  palming  upon  them  kK 
fuch,  whatever  falfe  colouring  occurs^ 
might    pafs  for  a  juftitication. 

Nevcrchclefs  a  fchool  is  not  to  be 
uron   for   ever}'   thing ;     found   principlet 
morality,    diibrction    and   common 
good  manpicrs   and   policcnefs,    and  km 
of  the   world    are   not   to   be  expeded 
the::cj;  if  the  maftcr   be  well   ikilled 
thcic  matters,  of  which  there  is  a  great 
he  will   not  have  Icifure    nor   op; 
teach  them  :  therefore  it  is  incumbent  ui 
parent  to  lay  the  foundation  well 
to  improve  the  growth  of  them,  and 
errors  that  have  infmuated  from  trnKT  n 
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is  prefuoied  the  boy  will  come  home  et 
ings  up. 

the  parent  have  ftill  retained  the  confidence 
3  qhild,  fo  as  to  be  regarded  in  the  light 
s  bed  friend  and  counfellor^  he  may  get 
him  an  ingenuous  account  of  the  cha- 
s  and  behaviour  of  his  fchool  fellows 
ler  with  his  own  tranfa^tions  among  them» 
nilrud:  him  how  to  manage  with  them 
neithtr  to  impofe  nor  be  impofed  upon> 
K^ife  art  and  referve  for  felf-defence,  but 
for  overreaching,  to  be  neither  tame  nor 
elibme,  to  preferve  a  fpirit  of  charity;  of 
jr,  of  equity  and  decorum  in  allhiadealingay 
his  fquabbles  and  contentioas^ ,  to  extri« 
limfelf  out  of  difficulties,  to  efcape  anxiety 
npetitions,  to  bear  hard(hips  contentedly 
annoc  be  remedied^  and  reft  eafy  irader  di(^ 
ntments  ;  thereby  qualifying  him  to  buftlc 
fter  through  a  turbulent  and  contentious 
L  He  may  draw  oflf  his  obien^tion  from 
lal  appearances  to  the  qualities  and  diipo- 
of  the  mindy  and  teach  him  to  iadge 
irfons  not  as  children  ordinarily  do,  by 
olour  of  the  eyes»  features  of  the  face, 
of  the  lirabs,  geftures  or  tones  of  voice, 
is  will  preferve  him  from  fantaflic  likings 
iverfionSj  and  prove  of  fignal  iervice  to 
n  his  intercourie  with  mankind^  efpecially 
hfi  comes  to  think  of  the  ^rls«  Ta. 
I  improTcmaits  it  may  aot  be  loottntti 
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to  add  that  of  teaching  him  a  good  feat  upon  a 
horfe,  which  a  boy  may  eafily  learn,  butt 
man  never  can,  though  he  may  often  regret 
the  want  of  it  both  for  his  ufes  and  his  plel- 
fures. 

12.  The  morals  of  a  child  cannot  be  b^un 
upon  too  early,  and  the  corner  ftone  of  our 
building  muft  be  laid  in  Prudence ;  this  chca 
is  the  ground  work  from  whence  all  otbs 
flrokes  in  forming  his  charadter  are  to  branch 
out.  But  to  prevent  miftakes  arifing  from  ik 
uncertainty  of  language,  wherein  we  are  forced 
to  ufe  our  words  in  different  fenfes  upon  fevenl 
occafionSi  I  muft  give  notice  that  prudence  hen 
is  not  to  be  underftood  of  a  fagacity  and  pene- 
tration of  judgement  or  improvement  of  Ab 
faculties,  of  which  fomething  has  been  aliodf 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  fedtions.  For  tfaefc 
are  indeed  defirable  things  but  no  part  of  die 
moral  chara6ler ;  and  fo  are  a  clear  eye,  a  gobl 
ear,  a  found  digeftion  defirable  things,  yet  no- 
body ever  ranked   them  among  the  virtues. 

Prudence  then  confidered  as  a  virtue^  % 
nothing  more  than  a  quick  fenfibility  ant 
readinefs  of  apprehending  dlftanc  pleafure  ani 
pain  in  equally  Arong  colours  with  the  prefeilt: 
and  this  is  the  root  from  which  all  the  other 
virtues,  as  well  moral  as  theological,  grow'i 
for  what  is  fortitude,  temperance  and  joftic^ 
but  prudence  under  pains  and  dangers,  alliift*' 
mems  of  appetite  and  impulfes  of  felf-intcreft? 

whsc 
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what  influence  can  Faith  in  the  divine  attri- 
butes have  upon  him,  wha  cares  for  nothing 
beyond   the    enjoyments  of  fenfe?   how  can 
Hope  find  any  room  to   operate,    where  the 
defires  are  wholly  centered  in  the  prefcnt  mo- 
ment ?  or  what  inducement  has  he,  in  whom 
they    are  fo  centered,   to  Charity,   when   he 
can  make  a  prcfent  advantage  by  doing  fome 
great   damage    to   his    neighbour?     But    this 
groundwork  of  morality  is  not  given  immediate- 
ly by  nature,  fhc  only  opens  the  palTiges  from 
whence  it    may   be  drawn  forth    by   careful 
cultivation  :   the  appetites  and  defires  (hooting 
Dp   fpontaneoully    carry   the   thoughts  a  little 
beyond    prefent    fen  fat  ion,    the    bufinefs   thca 
is  to  watch  their  growth,  to  check  their  luxu- 
riances,  and    conduct  them    gently   by  prao- 
ticable  fteps  to  reach  the  moft  diftant  futurity, 
for  their  miniftry  we  muft  employ  to  attain 
WIT  important  purpofes. 

But   we  muft  not  attempt  to  make  large 
Irides  at  once,  for  children  arc  incapable  of 

tending  their  concern  to  any  length  of  time, 
next  week  is  an  age  to  them,  their  appetites  and 
idcfires  faften  upon  gratifications  near  at  hand, 
jieir  fears  and  averfions  are  touched  with  mif- 
chiefs  apprehended  juft  impending  over  them^ 
^nd  thofe  impulfes  may  be  fkilfuUy  turned  into 
iich  courfcs  from  whence  a  further  good  pro- 
prefs  may  be  made  afterwards.  Plea fu re  is  their 
firft  fole  allurement  and  moft  CQaftant  motive 

Y  of 


33^  Educatimi        V     Chap.  36. 

of  adion,  from  whence  in  a  Iktie  time  will 
grow  a  regard  to  ufe,  and  then  to  honoofi  bf 
proper  management  in  makii^  them  obfcrve  the 
fubferviency  of  ufeful  things  to  their  pleafuro, 
and  the  advantage  of  eftimation  for  obtaining  1 
fupply  of  their  wants.  % 

The  firft  ufe  they  will  be  fenfible  of  is  i\m 
of  having  the  affiftance  of  thdr  parents,  td 
their  firft  ambition  to  ftand  well  in  their  god 
graces,  for  they  very  foon  begin  to  know  when 
they  have  their  friends  about  them,  and  recdit 
encouragement  from  plauditory  geftures  m 
•tones  of  voice,  before  they  can  underdaj^ 
your  words.  This  propenfity  then  dcfcnrct  to 
be  cultivated,  and  that  care  be  taken  to  kad 
them  into  the  proper  meafuccs  by  which  tk 
objedt  of  it  is  to  be  attained ;  nor  ever  encounge 
them  in  things  which  you  muft  break  them  d 
afterwards,  but  rather  in  fuch  whereof  you  fore- 
fee  a  good  ufe  may  be  made  another  mm. 
Yet  it  is  a  very  imperfeft  idea  they  can  have  of 
ufe,*  while  depending  altogether  upon  the  h^ 
of  others  for  every  trifle  they  want :  ihcrefiw 
it  deferves  to  be  made  your  conftant  aim  to  kii 
them  into  the  way  oiF  helping  themfelvcs,  m 
teach  them  the  ufes  of  their  little  powers^  iii 
engage  them  to  provide  for  theamufemenarf 
ilx  next  hour  or  the  next  day;  ftrctchiog  thck 
views  flill  further  and  further,  as  you  Bnd  dief 
can  be  extended,  and  making  them  obfcrvetk 
benefits  they  reap  from  the  former,  q 
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any  little  fkill  they  have  taken  pains  to  acquirei 
io  order  to  encourage  them  to  repeat  the  like 
[  again.  By  this  means  they  may  be  brought 
i;  into  adefire  of  things  and  accomplifliments  ufe* 
I  ibl  without  profpedfc  of  the  particular  pleafurea 
•  to  refulc  therefroni :  and  they  may  be  faid  to 
have  made  a  beginning  in  the  progrefs  towards 
prudence  by  having  a  concern  for  obje£ti  not 
immediately  touching  their  fenfe^. 
'  The  defire  of  being  in  good  credit  with  yoil 
may  with  proper  management  by  help  of  fym* 
pathy  and  exhortations  judicioufly  appliedi  be' 
transfened  upon  the  practices  the  child  fees  con- 
ducive to  gain  it,  and  it  is  very  material  this 
tranflation  (hould  be  made  compleatly,  for  it 
will  furnifli  him  with  a  moral  fcnie,  make  hink 
be  touched  with  things  laudable  and  blameable^ 
feeling  a  felf-lOuisfadion  in  the  one^  and  a  com- 
pondion  on  falling  into  the  other.  He  will 
then  regard  things  not  folcly  as  pleafant  or  di^ 
gpftful,  but  as  right  or  wrong,  and  have  a 
guidance  of  his  own  to  keep  him  (leady  when 
your  eye  is  not  over  him^  which  is  a  neceflary 
provifion  for  his  future  &feguard«  For  he  mod 
ibuK  time  or  other  go  from  under  your  hands 
to  aA  for  himfelf,  and  the  earlier  he  can  be 
trained  and  gradually  prepared  to  do  this,  he 
¥rill  be  the  more  expert  afterward  5.  Bit  Gjrcac 
care  is  rcquifite  to  fix  the  moral  fcnfe  and  the 
idea  of  ufefulncfs  upon  proper  (A\cLx^^  for  In 
proportion  as  you  can  do  cifiis,  you  need  only 

7  2  p9f 
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give  direflions^  bnt  may  trull  to  the  child  liim- 
feif  for  the  execation:  and  it  wUl  be  bcih 
beneficial  and  encooragiog  to  inifl  him  fb  Jai 
as  you  can  iafely,  for  fiboty  is  the  gre^t  privi- 
lege as  well  as  the  gireat  dugcr  of  Imman  » 
ture,  nor  can  there  be  a  more  ufeful  fcmm^ 
efpedally  in  this  country  fo  fertile  and  cfta 
luxuriant  of.  m>erty,  than  to  know  how  to  uft 
it  well,  (o  that  it  may  JMrove  a  r^  blcfiii^^ 
unal  oyed  by  the  mi(ch£e£i  confequent  upoo 
theabufeof  it. 

1 3 .  I  have  laid  down  in  former  Cba  p tcrs 

honour  grows  from  ufe»  aiKl  is  there  beft 

ierved  where  it  may  be  mofl  ofefally  applii 

for  though  aU  ufeful  things  do  not  gain  h 

yet  it  belongs  of  right  to  none  that  arc 

nearly,  or  remotely  (b.     tf  a  lad  makes  a  ckfif 

declamation  upon  the  exit  of  Cato  at  Utjc^,  it 

may  be  of  no  importance  now  a-days  to  him 

that  point  well  difcufled,  but  the  ingenuity  wiib 

which  he  has  handled  it  oiay  be  of  great  (ervice 

to  himfelf,  and  the  world  too,  by  enabling  hiia 

to  manage  other  points  of  noomem,   thi:reforc 

he  defer ves  applaufe  becaufe  it  will  be  ufe&J 

as  an  incentive  to  diligence  in  excrcUiDg  \m 

ingenalcyt 

1  apprehend  it  very  material  to  inure  hb 
bear  in  mind  this  reference  of  honoar  to 
becaufe  it  will  direfl  to  fix  the  ienfe  of  it  u 
the  proper  objcdts ;  for  this  fenfe  is  noc  Ji 
nor  diftinguiflies  its  obj6^  natmally^ 
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tft  and  ear»  bat  learned  by  inftru<5tion  and  fym- 
]Ntthy»  and  may  be  turned,  and  frequently  is 
turped  upon  very  different^nd  oppofite  objedts^ 
one  man  utterly  defpifing  what  another  values 
lumfelf  highly  upon.    Hence  it  appears  that  ap- 
plaufe  ought  never  to  be  beftowed  wantonly, 
nor  for  the  meer  prefent  amufemenc  of  your- 
fidf  ok*  your  child,  for  it  is  an  excellent  engino 
for  illrorking  upon  the  human  machine,   too 
predous   to  be  employed  upon  trifles:   The 
bofinefs  thicn  is  to  confider  what  courfes  are 
moft  conducive  to  his   future  enjoyment  and 
happinefs,     or   to  render  him    ferviceable   to 
the  world,  and  to  place  the  point  of  honour 
upoD  thofe  efpecially  if  you  find  he  has  no 
Other  incitements  to  pttrfue  them,  or  there  is 
ibme  inclination  drawing  flrongly  the  contrary 
Way;  for  the  great  ufe  of  honour  is  to  rai<e  an 
aidor  for   things  indifferent  before,  and  over- 
come the  oppofition  of  indolence,  appetite  and 
paffion ;  what  we  (land  already  inclined  to  do, 
,or  clearly  difcern  the  ufe  of  towards  procuring 
ibmething  we  ardently  defire,  needs  no  further 
ftimulus  to  provoke  us. 

There  are  fome  meafures  of  condudl  univer- 
ially  beneficial  in  all  ftations  of  life,  therefore 
rttey  deferve  the  incitement  of  praife  in  pro- 
I^Nxtion  as  wanted :  but  fome  are  more  parti- 
icularly  needful  for  feveral  profeflions,  as  the 
ibldier,  the  fcholar,  the  merchant,  the  me- 
dunicj  the  gentleman,    the  ilatefmans  there- 

y  3  fore 
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fore  regard  mud  be  had  to  the  way  of  lift 
wherein  your  child  is  likely  to  be  engaged,  ul 
his  (elf-approbation  directed  to  thofe  fentimeot 
and   qualificationsi    which  will  ftand  him  a 
mod  Aead  therein.     When  you  have  pitcheil 
upon  what  things  are  laudable,    and  fettled  die 
degree  of  excellence  among  them,  great  caitjl 
requifue  to  keep  the   moral  fenfe  attentive  tt 
the  things  themfelves,  and  from  running  intoi 
comparifon   of  perfons,  that  there  may  bet 
Arong  defire  of  excellence,  but  none  of  cxod- 
ling.     You  may  with  good  profit  fee   exaopki 
of  laudable  qualities  before  a  young  perfon'sqoy 
in  order  to  give  him  a  livelier  idea  of  them,  bit 
you  may  infpire  him  with  an  ardor  of  acqoiiii 
the  like  benefit  and  plrtfure  of  poflcfling 
without  thought  of  rivalfliip  or  fuperioritj 
the  perfon  who  has  them. 

This  I  take  to  be  very  important^    and  at  tf^j 
fame  time  a  very  difficult    point  to  hits 
two  defires  beitig  fo  generally   confounded 
gethcr  ill  mens  minds,   and   the  one  io 
apt  to  degenerate  into  the  other.     The 
pies  and  difcourfes  of  the  world,  the 
of  rivalfhip  frequently  occuring  in  cafct 
there  are   many  competitors  for  a  prize 
one  only  can  obtain,  contribute  to  fix  thei 
excellence  in  that  of  furpafllng  others,  io 
it  is  become  a  nice  diftinftion,  which 
readily  enter  into,  to  feparate  them.     One 
fcarce  find  exprcflions   of  applaufe  or  t 

Wi 
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Cation,  that  do  not  convey  fomething  of  conn- 
parifon or rivaKbipto  the  imagination;  and  it  is 
generally  infifted  on,  that  you  cannot  raife  a 
fcnfc  of  honour  unlcfs  by  firft  raifing  a  fpirit 
of  emulation  and  eminence  in  feme  quality  or 
other.  This  perhaps  may  be  true  as  the  world 
goes,  though  I  apprehend  it  poflible  in  theory 
to  manage  otherwife ;  but  if  you  find  it  im- 
practicable  to  gain  your  point  without  this  ex- 
pedient, ftill  it  will  be  advifcable  to  employ 
ii  fparingly,  not  a  jot  further  than  abfolutely 
necefTary,  endeavouring  to  turn  the  fcnfe  of 
honour  upon  things  laudable  in  themfelves,  that 
18,  upon  fuch  as  may  appear  fo  without  reference 
to  any  body  clfe  poflefling  them  in  a  higher,  or 
lower  degree. 

Since  then  there  is  fuch  perpetual  danger 
from  all  quarters  of  having  the  moral  fehfc 
warped  to  a  falfe  direction,  and  we  ourfelves 
are  fo  apt  to  miflead  it  infenfibly  when  we  think 
of  nohing  lefs,  there  will  need  all  our  vigilance, 
contrivance  and  induftry,  to  keep  it  fteady  in 
a  right  courfe,  as  being  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
oonfequence.  For  how  much  loever  the  dcfire 
of  excellence  and  that  of  excelling  be  blended 
together,  fo  as  to  form  one  and  the  fame  idea  in 
.moft  peoples  apprehenfion,  they  are  (hown 
manifeftly  different  by  the  contrary  confequen- 
ces  they  produce,  as  a  tree  is  known  by  its 
fraics.  From  the  fondncfs  for  excelling  natur- 
ally grow  vanity,  pride,  ambition,  jealoufy, 
y  4  <^^^vy, 
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envy,  contentioa>  calucnny»  petulance  and 
felfiOinefsj  Charity  can  never  bear  ingrifu| 
upon  this  ftock,  Jor  the  man  whofe  paflion  tin 
in  furpafling,  has  a  feparate  incereft  from  tlM 
.  ef  all  mankind,  whom  he  muft  look  upon  widi 
9n  eye  of  envy,  rivalfliip  and  contempt^  aid 
therefore  can  never  heartily  love  them. 

On  the  contrary,   a  glowing  ardor  for 

excellent  is  the  great  incentive  and  cherifiterrf 

ftU  the   virtues,  and  all  valuable  accomplifll- 

mentsj  for  though   virtue  be  profitable*  tbo 

profit  of  it  generally  lies  too  remote  to  be  dH^ 

cerned,   or  to  touch  us  fenlibly,  but  it  b  thi 

felf-approbation  accompanying  that  carries  m 

brifkly  on  the  progrefs,  and  renders   tbec» 

ercifes  of  it  a  prcfent  reward.     Where  ttxfi 

is  a  true  love  of  excellence,    there  prudence 

difcretion,   diligence,    charity,    equity    will  bl 

readily  entertained,  as  things  fupremely  exed* 

lent;  whatever  is  fo  in  any  degree  will  9 

proportionably  amiable  in  our  eyes    wh« 

found,  fo  that  we  fliall  rejoice  to  behold^ 

ftand  ever  ready  to  encreafe  it   in  others 

well  as  in  ourfelves.     We  fhall  regard  the 

ceiTary  competitions  and  contentions,  and 

trary  attradions  of   the  world    around  01 

fo  many  trials  and  temptations  fent  to  exei 

this  principal   virtue,   uling   all  our    {kill 

diligence  to  manage  among  them,  fo  as 

may  gather  ftrength  by  the  oppofil 
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14,  Nothing  contribatcs  fa  much  to  infpire 
the  love  of  excelling  as  an  opinion  of  excelUog, 
which  grows  up  almoft  uDavoidably  in  chlidrea 
from  I  he  manner  of  their  being  treated  5  they 
Ice  tiic  parents  anxious  for  their  welfare,  the 
family  contriving  to  divert  them,  the  viiicors 
obliging  and  the  fcrvants  obfcquiouSi  all  the 
canes  and  all  the  thoughts  they  can  take  notice 
of  are  wholly  centered  upon  themfelves;  from 
hence  if  good  care  be  not  taken,  they  will  Aide 
infcnfibly  into  a  notion  of  their  being  the  folc 
objedl  worthy  regard,  which  being  rivetted  in 
them  by  continual  humouring,  when  they  come 
out  into  the  world  they  will  ftill  conceit  them- 
fdves  precious  creatures,  become  partial,  over- 
bearing and  unfympathizing,  expcft  all  the 
world  (hould  bend  to  their  humours,  and  regard 
every  minute  failure  therein  as  an  infuppor- 
table   injury. 

In  order  to  obviate  this  mifchief,  which  will 
fprout  up  naturally  unlefs  timely  checked,  i^ 
will  be  expedient  in  the  firft  place,  where  there 
(tfc  fevcral  children  to  prefcrvc  an  cxaft  impar- 
tiality in  your  dealings  between  them,  making 
them  fenfible  of  one  anothers  rights,  and  ready 
to  allow  one  anothers  claims  J  then  toletrheni 
fee  that  you  have  other  cares  upon  your  hands 
wherein  they  have  no  concern,  that  other  peo- 
ple have  their  feveral  1  '^s  with  an  equal 
right  to  p  i-r-!^  Tfirn,  :*-'  *t.— t  ^radu- 

to  cr.L-  '  cvcii 

iLiwardi 
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towards  ftnngBrs,  and  pcribns  thqf    da  ooc 

like.    It  will  be  oeoefl^  to  lonp  tliem  Inm 

confbrtiog  with  low  compftDy,   not  by  gtrtog 

diem  a  cootempc  hoc  lij  leprcfcotiiig  cliat  tbe^ 

/will  learn  thereby  a  behmoiir  and  laogtuge  uii« 

loicable  to  tbeiiiielves»  though  Tery  proper  and 

becoming  for  peribos  who  are  to  live  and  1^ 

boor  in  a  cottage :  for  yoo  may  point  que  tbe 

diffiveot  qualifications  reqoifiie    for    difierait 

ways  of  life^  withoot  dwdling  upon  the  fuperi- 

ority  of  one  above  another,     fiut  efpeda% 

beware  of  fervants    inftiUing    the    prodigious 

importance  of  matter  or  mif^  beyond  all  otben 

of  their  inches,  which  they  will  be  apt  coib 

through  meer  indifcretion  or  ignorance:  jm 

may  foon   difcover  this  by  the  prattle  of  ik 

children,  who  love  to  repeat  what  they  \mr^ 

and  then  your  helping  hand  will  be  wanted  n 

apply  the  proper  remedy. 

Ncvcrthelefs  together  with  a  concern  for  tk 
rights  of  other  perfons,  you  muft  not  omit  to 
lead  them  into  a  warinefs  and  (leadmefs  in  the 
.maintenance  of  their  own:  and  thar  they  isa]^ 
more  willingly  receive  your  iDftruftions,  wfM 
prize  them  to  expedt  frequent  oppoOtion  in  the 
world,  as  well  from  the  .unrcaionablenefs 
fome,  as  the  mifapprehenfions  of  uihers, 
they  may  ftrive  to  ward  off  the  mifchkfs 
both  by  iheir  fagacity  and  refoluiion,  rather  tlun 
by  anger  or  fretting,  which  would  cQiitrifaiiwi.i 
ooching  to  help  them.    As  yoi|  J 
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pablc,  teach  them  to  obfcrvc  the  difference  of 
charafters  both  on  the  good  and  bad  fide  j  for 
there  is  a  mixture  in  all  men»  as  alfo  a  fccreC 
bias  making  them  partial  to  their  own  interefts 
and  defires  without  knowing  it,  this  therefore 
ihcy  muft  guard  againil  even  in  their  friends, 
yet  Without  taking  diilaAe  againd  them  for  a 
human  infirmity  :  nor  muft  they  be  hafty  or 
violent  either  in  their  friend  (hips  or  averfions^ 
not  prone  to  fufpicion,  but  keeping  their 
fcs  open,  nor  ever  giving  thfemfelves  up  to  aa 
icnpUcit  confidence  in  any. 

15.  The  branches  of  learning  chofen  to  put 
lem  upon,  muft  be  regulated  by  their  genius 
id  capacities,  by  the  opportunities  you  have 
>f  improving  them/  and  the  particular  ftation 
of  life  whereto  they  aredeftincd:  remembering 
to  cultivate  thofe  moft  carefully  which  will 
fcrve  the  important  ufesof  life,  and  leaching  to 
place  their  credit  on  making  a  progrefs  therein » 
regarding  fuch  as  will  be  ufcfol  to  them  for 
their  general  commerce  in  the  world,  as  well 
'as  for  their  private  occupations.  For  courfcs 
of  life  requiring  much  application  of  thought, 
I  conceive  a  little  mathematics  will  be  eminently 
ferviceable,  becaufc  nothing  helps  fo  much  to 
clofenefs  of  attention,  exadtnefs  of  obfcrvation, 
clearncfs  of  reafoning,  and  acatenefs  in  fini' 
out  the  minute  fteps  by  which  one  truth  in 
luces  another.  To  which  by  way  of  couniv.- 
ioife  may  be  joined  hiflory,    biography,  and 

whatever 
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whatefer  let$  one  into  the  knowkdge  of  men, 
iniiincrsand  aftges ;  becaufe  Hm  will  enable  them 
to  render  abftraflion  vlfible^  and  the  dlfcoveriei 
of  fpecolation  applicable  to  the  real  ufes  of  life. 
Neverthelefs  the  ornamental  acamiplii}i- 
meots,  fo  hr  as  there  is  roond  for  them  witbooc 
breaking  in  upon  the  others,  deferve  not  to  be 
neglcftcd,  for  they  have  their  ufes  too.  They 
furniOi  engagement  for  che  time,  filling  op  the 
fpaces  which  otJierwife  would  be  worfe  em- 
ployed, they  find  matter  for  the  jodgemcnt  to 
work  upon,  exercife  the  faculties  and  k«p  thera 
ftcady  to  one  regular  purfuit ;  ihey  procure 
credit  to  the  poiTefror,  make  men  foci  able  by 
being  able  to  give  mutual  entertainment,  and 
chereby  introduce  opportunities  of  doing  one 
another  more  important  ferv^ice  by  bringing 
them  into  better  confidence  and  knowledge  of 
their  reciprocal  wants.  Though  they  icrroinatc 
only  in  pleafure,  yet  the  amufements  of  life 
when  to  be  had  without  an  after  reckoning,  are 
an  objcft  well  worth  the  ftnving  for  :  but  hav- 
ing entertainment  only  for  their  obje^fl,  they  can 
be  ranked  no  higher  than  as  manly  play  things 
therefore  no  man  is  entitled  to  claim  a 
upon  his  being  a  connoifieur,  or  having  an  ex-* 
quifue  tafte  in  any  of  the  polite  arts,  unlefsJb 
far  us  he  efteems  it  meritorious  that  he  do^ 
not  AiU  continue  a  child :  and  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved  that  thofe  who  do  make  a  merit  of  them, 
gre  always  infeded  with  a  ftrong  tindure  of  the 
"pfire  of  excelling,  ~ 

Neve 
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Neverchelers  if  this  notion  of  merit  can  be 
kept  clear  of,    they  will  approach  nearer  to 
fomething  of  real  merit,  and  may  daim  a  re* 
iemblance  with  virtue  herielf :   for  as  virtue 
ever  prefers  the  moft  general  and  mod  durable 
good,   i[>  thefe   fciences  of  pleafure  conduct 
to  the  moft  general  and  mofl  durable  enter- 
tainment.    Every    fimpleton  knows  what  he 
likes   now,    but  the  man  of  tafte  alone  can 
tell  him  what  he  (hall  like  by  and  by,  and  what 
other  folks  will  like.     If  you  build  a  houfe  or 
lay  out  a  garden  upon  your  own  fancy,  you 
may  be  prodigioufly  delighted  with  it  while 
new,  yet  in  a  little  time  difguded  with  fome 
blcmidies,  or  find  fome  inconveniences  you  did 
cot  think  of ;  but  apply  to  the  connoiOTeur  and 
he  will  choo(e  you  a  fituation  and  give  you  a 
^n  that  you  (hall  never  be  tired  of,  nor  meet 
ynxh  any  who  do  not  behold  it  with  appro* 
bation  and  pleafure.    Befides  as  imagination 
is  capable  of  acquiring  many  more  taftes  than 
nature  gave  her,  it  requires  art  to  know  before- 
hand, and  condud:  her  into  what  tafles  will 
afibrd  the  ibongeft  and  mofl  fenfible  relifh. 

Let  it  be  remembered  notwiteftanding,  that 
thofe  arts  are  not  expedient  for  every  body: 
numy  a  young  tradefman  has  been  ruined  by 
his  tafie  for  elegance,  and  many  a  young  lawyer 
if)oiltby  an  exquifite  judgement,  or  the  opinion 
of  it,  in  poetry  and  dramatic  performances : 
therefore  they  ^re  very  dangerous  to  people  in 
bufinefs  who  do  not  want  engagement  for  their 
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time  in  the  duties  of  their  profeflion,  fiom 
which  thofe  other  engagements  would  profe  a 
fatal  avocation.  Lads  intended  to  get  their  om 
livelihood  had  better  be  kept  clofe  to  the  fdeMe 
of  doing  that,  and  ferving  the  publi6  theraii^ 
than  permitted  to  ftudy  the  fcience  of  pleafim; 

i6.  You  cannot  be  too  careful  to  ftudf 
their  tempers  in  order  to  take  the  full  beoeft 
of  a  promptitude  to  any  thing  commendable 
and  to  redlify  whatever  you  find  amifs  :  if  thej 
be  fly,  cunning  and  crafty,  to  inculcate  open- 
nefs  and  iincerity ;  if  carelefs,  to  teach  them  cio- 
tion;  iffluggifli,  to  fpur  up  their  adtivity;  t 
impetous,  to  moderate  their  ardor;  if  obftioil^: 
to  bring  them  flexible  by  methods^  the 
that  will  do,  the  better ;  if  volatile,  to  fix  thei 
in  fome  (leadinefs.  Nor  can  you  betooyjgB^i 
to  watch  the  fprouting  of  evil  weeds  that  di| 
ilart  up  in  them  from  time  to  time;  if^jm 
perceive  them  inclinable  to  lying,  tricttiL 
drinking,  gaming,  wailefulnefs,  contempcoof^ 
nefs,  envy  or  fpite,  thofe  evil  weeds  maftl 
nipt  in  the  bud,  or  it  will  be  too  late  to  apfj^ 
remedy  when  they  are  grown  inveterate:  fijrl 
is  too  true  a  proverb,  that  what  is  bred  in  tti^ 
bone  will  never  out  of  the  flefh  ;  therefoiedi 
malady  muft  be  cured  early,  before  it  pd^ 
trates  to  the  bone,  ■  * 

There  is  one  thing  very  needful  to 
guarded,  and  that  is  the  purity  of  their 
and  fentiments;  this  is  the  more  dlfficttk 
fecure,  becaufc  you  cannot  cautidn  theW'ji 
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ticularly  what  to  avoid  without  faggefting  and 
perhaps  raifing  incentives  to  the  means  of  of- 
fence. The  only  method  is  by  guarding  all  the 
avenues  leading/emotely  thereto,  without  letting 
them  fee  the  reafons  of  your  caution,  by  mak- 
ing them  leave  their  pillow  as  fton  as  awake^ 
finding  them  conftant  employment  either  of 
tafk  or  play,  and  keeping  them  out  of  company 
that  might  be  dangerous  or  indifcreet.  Nor  is 
it  enough  to  prevent  the  rife  of  evil  motions 
in  the  heart,  without  attending  likewife  to 
check  the  luxuriances  of  the  good,  for  they 
may  become  evil  too  by  their  excefs :  defire  or 
affcdlion  is  the  great  fpring  of  our  movements, 
without  which  we  could  make  no  progrefs  in 
any  courfe,  nor  find  a  preference  in  one  thing 
above  another ;  but  defire  too  much  foflered  is 
apt  to  corrupt  into  a  paffion  which  diflFers  from 
it  only  in  degree  of  vehemence,  for  paffion  is 
nothing  elfe  than  an  extravagant  defire.  There- 
fore it  is  highly  expedient  to  obferve  the  growth 
of  inclination,  that  it  may  never  rife  above  its 
pitchy  and  for  that  purpofe  to  cultivate  as  great 
variety  of  them  as  you  can,  that  they  may  mo- 
derate and  ballance  one  another :  for  the  more 
objeifis  we  can  afFeft  the  larger  fcope  we  (hall 
have  for  gratification,  and  the  choice  of  them 
will  lie  more  under  the  coniroul  of  reafon  and 
difcipline. 

But  pafiions  can  never  be  numerous  becaufe 
they  CDgrofs  fo  much  of  the  mind  as  to  leave 
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but  little  room  for  competitors^  and  Ibr 
gratification  they  meet  witht  thej  loie  mi 
thoufand  others  which  muft  all  be  facrificed  to 
their  interefts :  for  a  man  ondif  impulfe  of  wf 
paffion  cares  for  nothing  dfe,  nor  can  corn  i^ 
band  with  rdilh  to  any  thing  that  does  not  i»- 
mediately  coincide  therewith;  a  yoimg  U 
deeply  fraitten  retiuns  no  goft  of  his  former  ifr 
verfions  ;  negleded  Tray  and  PcHnter  lie»  an! 
covics  unmolefted  fly.  Therefore  ifyonp» 
ceive  an  uncommon  eagemefs  rifiog  in  a  cfaiU^ 
endeavour  to  flop  it  forthwith^  not  by  direft 
contradidtion  unlefs  when  you  can  find  m 
means  of  diverting  his  thoughts  fome  other 
way. 

The  like  with  what  has  been  faid  of 
may  be  applied  to  diflike  and  averfion,  which 
always  contains  a  defire  of  avoiding  the  dbfSt 
difguftful,  and  will  degenerate  fooner  into  t 
paffion,  bccaufe  evil  ftrikcs  ftrongcr  upon  die 
apprehenfion  than  good,  and  when  both  accod 
together,  the  bitter  of  the  one  qoite  cvaporatct 
the  fwectnefs  of  the  other.  The  moft  com 
I  and  moft  pernicious  of  the  repulfive  paffiont 
urge  the  mind  to  fly  their  objcft  is  fear,  which- 
is  an  excefs  of  caution  corrupting  that  (^uUrf 
quality  into  an  arrant  poifon :  for  caution  as  the 
bafis  of  judgement,  the  prime  ingredient 
prudence,  the  harbinger  of  confidence,  tht 
monitor  in  dangers  and  fafeguard  in  ple^ 
but  fear  enervates  the  powers^  canfofeaui 
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clerftanding,  and  proves  a  continual  tofment  (o 
long  as  it  operates*  Theretore  inure  your  child 
to  be  as  cautious  and  circumfpeft  in  all  his  pro-' 
ceedingsas  the  briflcnefs  of  his  fpirits  will  bcar» 
but  ftrive  with  all  your  ikiil  to  keep  him  clear 
frooi  fears  of  every  kind,  whether  the  religiouSt 
the  political,  thofc  relating  to  life,  or  healthy 
or  fortune,  or  pain,  or  difgrace,  and  all  fiintaf- 
tical  terrors  of  which  there  are  more  among 
mankind  than  one  can  well  enumerate. 

You  will  find  it  ncceflary  to  preferve  an  awe 
of  yourfelf  over  him,  yet  this  awe  though 
binding  upon  him  to  do  things  he  does  not  like, 
may  be  diftinguiftied  from  fear,  for  there  ii  a 
real  difference  between  fear  and  obligation.  A 
man  obliged  by  appointment  to  meet  (omewhero 
upon  a  party  of  picafure,  if  you  aik  him  to  go 
elfewhere  will  cxcufc  himfclf  unon  that  ac- 
count, yet  fear  and  terror  have  no  ihare  in  the 
motive  that  fways  him  to  rcfufe  you :  fo  you 
may  inure  the  child  to  regard  your  irijunfltons 
as  obligatory  without  feeing  any  thing  terrible 
10  the  breach  of  thcm»  and  bring  him  into  an 
habitual  unwillingneA  to  incur  your  difpleafure,  ^ 
without  once  thinking  of  the  confequencc^  that 
might  ecfue  thereupon. 

17.  But  all  your  care^  will  be  of  \\n\c  avail 
onldsTDa  aSft  them  irj  rak.^  ef?-!r/>  hy  ynt 
example,  ictrir.g  bcf^e  rhe  ch:!<i  a  -i/kV^u  of 
d»ie  good  qualitiei  yen  tXTXjri  him  to  ;«frt> 
fior  children  arc  tiLzrm^lj  imi:a:ivt,  rAfftntrtl 
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c(  every  little  word  and  iiioiioa«  ajidtdniif 
countenance,  and  way  of  a^ng  open  lo  tfaor 
nonce:  and  I  am  apt  to  chink  tbdr  future  cM- 
racter  depends  mere  upoD  what  feotimeint  aai 
manners  of  proceeding  they  catch  iaadTcncatlf, 
than  upon  what  is  generally  comprchcsdei 
under  the  term  Education ;  nor  woald  I  pm* 
nounce  it  impoflibley  that  childreti  might  beM 
into  all  kinds  of  knowledge  and  ufcful  fcieiictliy 
a  regular  induftrious  judicious  condu^  of  iH 
perfons  about  them,  without  other  aid  ihm 
fuch  inftrudions  to  their  ignorance  as  tbqr 
would  apply  for  of  their  own  accord.  Hoir 
much  foever  this  notion  may  feem  romaotiCi 
certainly  a  great  deal  may  be  done  by  Cfaataih 
flucnce  and  by  expreflfion  of  our  own  fentiiaeM 
concerning  things  laudable  or  ufeful  witboit 
addrcfling  to  them  in  the  way  of  documcal^  * 
by  fight  of  the  meafures  and  methods  we  oil 
in  our  own  proceedings. 

Yet  if  there  be  not  fkill  fufficicnt  to  make  11 
the  profit  that  might  be  made  of  imitation,  QM 
it  is  in  every  body's  power  to  avoid  doiog  hmt 
by  it,  which  people  do  frequently  by  thrir  iiK 
dilcretion ;  fo  that  vigilance  is  rather  VMMI 
jicrc  than  knowledge  or  judgement.  Exauiplt 
has  been  always  counted  more  prevalent  tbaa 
precept,  and  by  its  bad  influence  miry  ca% 
liVcrthrow  all  the  good  that  has  been  labomtA 
lo  be  done  by  the  other.  You 
jl^cafurc  abate  this  influence  from  tlie«| 
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ether  pcrfons  by  fliowing  their  evil  tendency  or 
turning  them  into  ridicule^  but  you  cannot 
condeain  nor  ridicule  your  own  adions,  yo» 
will  have  neither  inclination  nor  eyes  to  fee  the 
blaaieable  in  then^  when  once  performed,  nor 
would  it  be  prudent  to  lefTen  yourfelf  in  thp 
child's  cflcem  ;  which  eftcem  will  give  a  credit 
Co  what  he  fees  done  by  you,  or  where  it  does 
not,  ftill  he  will  catch  your  manners  by  me- 
chanical fympathy  without  deligning  or  think- 
ing of  it, 

Juvenal  fays,  The  greateft  reverence  is  due  to 
children,  by  which  muit  be  underflood  that  we 
cannot  be  too  much  upon  the  guard  how  we 
behave  before  them,  never  to  betray  any  marks 
of  paffion,  intemperance  of  mind,  greedinefs 
of  defire,  folly  or  fclfifhnefs  in  their  prefence  : 
if  we  have  a  foible  we  are  refolved  not  to  part 
with,  let  us  referve  the  indulgence  of  it  for 
times  when  they  are  not  by  i  for  b9W  can  w;e 
pretend  to  love  them  when  we  cannot  reflrain 
tny  prefent  fally  of  imagination  that  may  do 
them  more  mifchief,  than  all  the  benefits  of 
education  can  compenfate  ?  What  fignifies  ex* 
hortations  to  moderate  their  deiires,  when  they 
&e  them  continually  breaking  out  with  violence 
in  yourfelf  ?  Wha,t  inducement  can  they  have  to 
love  early  hours,  when  they  know  you  lie  a  bed 
?vcry'day  till  noon  ?  What  encouragement  to  in* 
^oftry,  when  they  perceive  jrou  fpend  your  time 
in  idling  and  trifling?  What  i^goatd  to  their 
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purity,  when  endangered  by  your  indecent  jeAi^ 
and  difcourfe  ?  What  caution  againft  the  loM'. 
of  intenfe  pleafures  and  divetfionay  when  ik^. 
find  you  hunting  after  them  perpetually  ?  Ifalr. 
can  you  inllil  courage  and  an  opinion  of  hsdl^ 
nefs,  if  you  pra£ti(e  an  afFe£tation  of  fcarfulnet 
and  delicacy  upon  every  trifling  occafion  ?  fljf 
what  inftrudions  will  you  make  them  candid  ani 
equitable,  if  you  (how  a  felfifhnefs.  greedinefiy 
contempt^  and  party  virulence  in  your  own  icn- 
per  ?  How  can  you  expc£t  to  make  them  good 
managers,  while  you  give  yourfelf  up  to  cm- 
leflhefsi  wade  and  diflipation. 

But  you  will  fay  it  is  unavoidable  to  do  flttBf 
things  before  children  which  one  muft  not  per- 
mit them  to  do,  and  they  may  be  tau^  It- 
know  the  difference  between  themfelvet  iiJk 
grown  perfons.  I  do  not  deny  tbem  Ctlfl0^ 
of  learning  an  idea  of  propriety  which  mHill^ 
the  fame  procedure  becoming  in  one 
that  would  be  blameable  in  another,  anft 
behoves  you  to  teach  them  this  idea  t 
with  the  rules  and  reafons  of  it,  in  pro[ 
as  you  find  them  capable :  but  they  vidl! 
perceive  whether  thofc  adlions  of  yours 
you  forbid  them  to  praflife,  proceed  finm 
priety,  or  an  intemperance  and  weakneft- 
inind  by  the  very  form  of  your  i 
For  you  may  fay  to  a  child,  you  mnft  DOli 
:  on  horfcback  though  I  may,  becaote  ]| 
Wronger  and  know  how  to  manage  Um  j 
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TO  cannot  tell  him  you  muft  not  fwcar  nor  get 
^nk,  but  I  may;  your  prohtbltion  here  muft 
t  general,  as  againft  things  wrong  and  blame- 
ile  in  everybody*  Therefore  if  you  invite 
im  by  your  pradiceto  what  you  prohibit  by 
>ar  rcmonft ranees,  though  you  fhould  be  able 
\  keep  him  in  order  for  the  prefent  by  the  awe 
f  your  authority,  it  will  be  a  flaic  of  irkfome- 
cfs  and  bondage  to  him,  he  will  wifli  for  the 
rac  that  (hall  rid  him  of  this  rcftraint,  that  he 
lay  take  the  fame  liberties  you  do,  and  perhaps 
rill  take  them  fooner,  as  often  as  he  thinks  ic 
in  be  done  without  hazard  of  a  difcovery  : 
lerefore  difcretion  fhould  withhold  you  even 
om  feme  things  allowable  for  yourfelf,  where 
tni  cannot  make  him  andcrftand  the  danger 
id  mifchief  of  them  to  him. 
But  in  order  the  better  to  lead  hini  ipto  a 
flow  ledge  of  propriety  as  he  grows  up,  let  him 
:  taught  to  caft  a  rerrofpeft  upon  the  ftage  of 
fe  he  has  already  paflcd  through,  for  he  will 
i  fond  of  remarking  the  impropriety  of  chil- 
ren  lefs  than  himfelf  doing  as  he  does,  and 
n\\  readi!y  enter  into  the  rcafons  of  it,  by 
vou  mnke  hrm  fenfible  of  the  difference 
n  himfdf,  and  others  that  are  uUer, 
Ite  method  you  may  employ  to  abate  his 
>ndnell^  for  pleafures,  as  if  they  colI^ 
life  tbcfrrebfli,  taki?  ' 

ricnce  he  hif,  wl 
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of  more  keeping  fruity  for  the  play  thin|iL 
which  gave  him  vaft  delight  in  the  nurieiy  lie 
utterly  defpifes  at  fchoolf  the  kites  and  maibte 
and  caftle  tops  he  was  fond  of  then,  afford  Un 
no  amufement  when  grown  to  full  fiatnie} 
from  whence  he  may  conclude  that  the  difcr- 
(ions  and  gallantries  wherefrom  he  now  ezpi|k 
a  fupremity  of  ha{^inefs  may  become  4iifi|al. 
in  their  turn,  and  he  may  learn  to  provide  §0^ 
fatisfa£tions  fuitable  to  the  perfedt  (late  of 
hood,  and  old  age. 

Nor  will  it  be  of  little  fervice  for  your 
during  him  if  you  can  recall  to  mind  the  Wf 
ideas,  defires  and  fancies  you  had  yourielf  ttMl 
years,  for  this  will  be  a  fort  of  letting- the di 
head  upon  young  (hoolders;  you  willfed^ivhit 
the  fhoulders  can  bear,  be  lefs  fevere  u 
failings  and  fallits  which  once  were  your 
fee  clearer  the  dangers  they  lead  into^  and 
better  how  to  manage  with  them.     TheniU|i 
indifcretion  people  are  fometimes  guilty  dm 
confuUing  while  their  children  are  in  the  m^ 
upon  the  meafures  they  (hall  take  with  dwi^ 
particularly  to  break  them  of  fome  unboky 
trick ;  they  think  the  children  rake  no  opfe 
becaufi::  f::eming  bufied   in  their  plays,  but  At 
all  that  they  are  very  attentive  upoa  thoie  OOB" 
fions,  and  will  be  fure  to  counterplot  yoQt  at 
perhaps  arm  themfclves  with  an  obftinacy  JW| 
will  find  very  difficult  to  furmount. 

Some 
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Some  are  very  apt  to  vent  themfelvcs  in 
wishes  for  things^  that  would  be  mighty  conve- 
nient for  them,  as  that  they  could  find  a  mine, 
gee  a  prize  in  the  lottery,  obtain  a  place  at 
court,  or  that  fome  overgrown  rich  man  would 
ieave  them  a  fwinging  legacy :  if  thcfe  imagina-  . 
lions  are  an  amufebicnt  to  you,  however  keep 
them  to  yourfclf,  but  let  your  child  hear  no- 
thing of  this  fort,  for  it  may  teach  him  to  be 
difcontented,  vifionary,  and  perhaps  make  him  a 
projefior  ora  gamefter.  Beware  like  wife  of  boaft.- 
ing  of  your  family,  fortune,  tafte,  abilities  or  any 
other  fuperiority,  and  of  criticizing,  cenfuring 
'  or  ridiculing  other  perfons :  for  this  would  lead 
him  the  ready  road  into  the  pernicious  deiire  of 
excelling.  Neither  cry  up  his  beauty,  his  Aout- 
nefs,  his  parts  or  his  proficiency,  for  this  mud 
infuie  an  opinion  of  excelling ;  which  is  poi- 
lionous  unlefs  adminiflred  fparingly,  fo  far  only 
to  is  needful  co  give  him  encouregi-mant  in  his 
exercifes. 

•  But  the  rooft  dangerous  incaution,  bccauifc 
the  mod  commoa  and  leaft  willingly  gnarled 
againft,  is  that  of  fiiowing  a  fondacfs  f^r  liini 
which  you  are  unable  to  rcfifl,  therefore  you 
c.nnorhe  roo  careful  of  your  gefturrs,  yo'.ir 
C  :unten':r:c?,ycur  exprefTionsand  v^nc*  of  vr;icc, 
that  thcv  do  not  betrav  a  v^cdkwiCj  of  \  j-':  :  f^jv 
if  he  onct  f:nd  'limfc.f  o*"'  i:r;j)ort.:r;r ':  'o  y.'j, 
ard  t!:a:  ].l.  lIC^Ic^-i^itcs  ^ive  you  a  O^iSr.l'z  ■,:* 
zz^ir.zVz^  he  will   \j,-a\/:  prcciwUS  in  i:i:  ^v."i 
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eyes,  domineering  over  the  iiervants,  andaflba- 
ing  upon  every  body,  he  will  grow  hanaomp 
fome,  prefumptuousy.  and  perpetually  it&  fai 
power  over  you  for  gaining hisown  little  cdIl 
You  may  and  ought  to  be  tender  of  bim»  1h| 
let  it  be  with  a  judicious  tendernefs.}  or  if  j| 
ihould  not,  let  him  not  fee  the  contrary,  bv 
manage  fo  that  nothing  may  hinder  his  bc»| 
perfuadcd,  that  you  could  find  in  your  bcvtto 
ufe  any  rigour  or  feverities  his  behaviour  (booU 
make  to  appear  neceflary  in  your  judgement. 

18.  There  is  no  need  to  (ay  muchofitlif 
gion,  becaufe  the  methods  for  inftru£ting  io^ll 
rudiments  of  it  are  in  every  body's  hands:  jtii 
enough  therefore  to  recommend  that  what  tk$ 
child  learns  by  rote  or  hears  difcourfed  of  aoNimv 
bis  elders,  he  (hould  be  made  to  underfla^iis 
but  this  mud  be  done  flowly  and  gradoaU]A£lii> 
proportion  as  he  is  capable  of  comprcheadil^ 
an  explanation.     The  dpdtrines  of  RdigKMktt 
I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  in  former  ChMi 
ters,  are  fo  far  from  fuperfeding  the  ufeof  ffa4 
fon,  that  they  will  anfwer  no  ufeful  p%itf/tl^ 
without  a  fober  and  careful  cxerciie  of  it:  Aip  * 
were  given  not  to  fupply  its  place,  bqc  asaMflfK 
todiredt  its  progrefs,  and  checks  to  pre(crvti|;' 
from  dangerous  or  unprofitable  deviation^  at^. 
Thefes  whereon  to  exercife  it  with  grcMcft 
emolument.     Therefore  it  is  good  halbaqdi|' 
to  nourifh  up  the  tender  buds  of  reafin  m- 
they  open,  to  fiudy  the  art  of  diAinguiihing  tlio 
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bearing  twigs,  and  leading  them  into  pofidons 
where  ibcy  will  yield  the  faireft  fruit;  for  one 
muft  not  expect  much  difcernment  in  children^ 
the  bufinefs  lies  in  finding  out  what  conceptioni 
tad  turns  of  thought  are  the  di/lant  avenues 
cmduding  Inio  found  difcernment* 
^VThey  may  be  taught  by  degrees  to  didinguiih 
Iwhat  part  of  their  compofition  is  thcmfelves, 
and  what  is  fcparable  from  ihem ;  to  remember 
that  life  will  have  an  end  and  to  feel  a  concern 
for  futurity,  by  being  put  in  mind  that  it  may 
be  ended  very  foon  by  means  of  accident  or  dif- 
cafc  i  to  form  fome  idea  of  an  invifible  pOM^ei^ 
from  whence  all  the  vifible  powers  of  rtaturc 
muft  have  been  originally  derived  j  to  obferve  a 
conocdion  of  interefts  between  fellow  crea- 
tures, and  that  their  own  are  aflFefted  by  the 
abilities^  the  dirpofitions  and  behaviour  of  the 
peffons  they  live  amongft:  to  lead  them  into 
right  notions  of  goodnefs,  equity,  juflice  and 
prudence.  But  very  Htile  can  be  done  at  firft 
by  reafoning,  they  muft  be  ftored  with  rules 
and  dot^irines  to  be  taken  from  your  authority 
upon  truft,  which  may  ferve  for  the  founda- 
tion and  materials  wherewith  afterwards  to  eredl 
4bc  flruaures  of  reafon.  Their  fyftem  muft 
be  wholly  exoteric,  admitting  nature  and 
chance  to  a  large  ftiare  in  the  produSion  of 
events,  and  the  divine  power  reprefcnted  to  in- 
terfere by  immediate  operation,  whereon  the 
cfoterics  may  be  introduced  by  little  and  little 
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as  the  nnderftanding  openi  to  oonlprdlttd 
tbenii  taking  great  care  tfacj  be  not  mifippilh 
bended,  fb  as  to  ieeoi  a  contradiAion  andofiiu 
throw  what  had  been  inculcated  befoie. 

While  there  is  nothing  bat  appetite  tttf 
amufement  engaging  to  their  defires,  it  maifht 
neceflary  to  employ  a  degree  of  fear  for  keejnog 
them  attentive  to  the  matters  you  tell  them  cfi 
but  the  lefs  of  it  you  can  do  with,  the  betteri 
and  in  proportion  as  you  can  get  other  fpriBgi 
to  work  upon^  as  they  come  to  have  an  idea  d 
ufe,  to  find  a  reli(h  for  remote  advantages,  and 
can  be  made  fen^ble  of  the  beneficial  tendco^ 
ef  your  inftru<ftions,  difcard  fear  as  fuperflinik 
and  always  mifchievous  when  fuperfluoas  { Ibi 
though  it  be  the  beginning  of  wifdom,  k  iili- 
compatible  with  hearcy  unreferved  cfaaMjI'i 
wherein  the  perfedion  of  wifdom  fermioaMr 

What  rules  and  forms  you  judge  nedHtt 
keep  them  fteady  to  the  obfervance  of,  an^i 
little  more  ftridtly  than  you  wi(h  they  Aiool^ 
always  adhere  to^  for  it  is  much  eafier  to  idtt 
than  to  ftraighten.  Therefore  as  faid  in  a  lit- 
mcr  place,  I  love  to  fee  young  people  raifcir 
too  rigid  and  fcrupulous,  becaufc  their  own  £1* 
perience  and  the  world  they  converfe  with  ^ 
abate  of  this  excefs ;  but  libertinifm  is  the  Hai^ 
eft  thing  in  the  world  to  cure,  becaufe  difikd^ 
ihg'to  fubmic  to  any  regimen.  If  a  lad  wtfefltt 
iccuftomed  early  to  the  ufc  of  prayer  andcctt^ 
tnonies,  he  would  find  them  unavailing  cohU 

bo 


3^. 


3^3 


he  be  braugju  to  try  them  afcenmnbi  for  the 

ftrangenefs  and  aukwardQcfs  with  which  he 
v^ould  go  about  ihexn,  fixing  his  whale  atten^ 
tjon  upoQthe  external  appearances^  muft  render 
^bem  an  empcy  form  working  nothing  of  that 
^etanoia  or  change  of  fentiments,  wherein 
thcipfole  virtue  confifts.  The  fummary  of  re- 
ligion having  been  comprized  in  one  fliort  fen- 
icncc.  To  live  fobcrly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  s 
fc  three  are  cprrefpondent  parts  of  the  com- 
d  body,  which  it  ihould  be  a  principal  aim 
make  children  fcnGble  of,  to  fhov/  them  how 
two  firft  may  be  derived  by  a  reference 
^m  the  lad,  and  the  laft  is  bed  attained  by; 
ing  profccuted  in  fiich  manner  as  that  it  may 
come  a  direction  and  aid  in  praflifing  the 
her  two  :  for  that  is  the  mofl  genuine  godli- 
ncft  which  tends  to  encrcafcfobriety  and  right- 
coufnefs^and  thefe  are  befl:  maintained  by  found 
and  lively  fentiments  of  the  former. 

19.  I  do  not  pretend  in  the  foregoing  pagcs^ 

to  have  laid  down  a  compleat  fyftem  of  cduca* 

tion,  nor  pointed  out  all  the   particular  aims, 

expedient  to  be  held  in   view  therein  j  ycc  I 

^>n€civc  here  are  enow  to  make  a  happy  and  a 

Hfeful  man,  if  ileadily  purfued,  and   perhaps. 

'niore  than  can  be  puriued  fo  cffcaoaily  as  one: 

kiuld  with;  ibr  none, can  make  it  their  whole 
Gnefs  to  take  care  of  their  children,  it  is  well, 
cy  can  be  perfoadcd  to  make  it  a  bufincft. 
I,  and  not  a  meer  amufcmcnt,  or  an  obli- 
gation 
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gation  of  cuftom  which  one  mull  comply  with, 
becanfe  elfe  what  will  the  world  fky  ?  A  thing 
to  be  thooghc  on  only  by  the  by,  when  one  is 
in  the  hnmour,  in:*<hc  vacancies  between  polite 
engagements,  confi(Hng  in  diredions  now  and 
then  to  the  fervants,  or  chcnce  of  a  fchod  of 
a  tutor. 

My  intention  was  only  to  offer  fuch  fuggef- 
tions  as  occurred,  for  the  chance  of  what  benefit 
may  be  made  of  them:  if  any  body  (hall  find 
one  or  two  among  them  which  he  did  not 
happen  to  -think  of  before;  and  which  he' 
judges  profitable  and  pradicable,  he  will  do 
well  to  adopt  into  his  plan,  taking  care  before- 
hand chat  he  has  firmnefs  enough  to  profecute 
what  he  determines  upon  ;  for  no  aim  can  be 
attained  meerly  by  a  convidtion  of  its  defirable- 
nefs,  nor  by  a  fudden  violent  refolution^  but 
by  an  unbroken  perfeverance.  But  whatever 
plan  he  refolves  on  or  additional  ftrokes  he  ad* 
mits  into  it,  he  muft  be  careful  to  examine 
whether  they  be  fultable  to  the  fubjed  he  has 
to  work  upon:  for  you  cannot  make  a  Mercury 
of  every  ftick,  but  muft  endeavour  to  find  out 
the  beft  that  can  be  done  with  it,  and  adapt 
your  fcheme  to  your  materials:  nor  be  dif- 
heartened  if  you  find  a  coarfenefs  in  the  grain, 
for  every  wood  is  ufable  for  feme  good  pur- 
pofe,  and  Providence  who  put  them  into  your 
hands  has  no  doubt  fuited  them  to  its  own  de- 
n^n }  therefore  it  is  not  your  bufinefs  to  depend 
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upon  doing  great  matters,  but  to  take  care  that 
nothing  be  loft  through  your  own  negligence  or 
mifmanagcment. 

Yet  there  is  a  certain  charadter  of  difcrction 
deferving  to  be  made  a  principal  aim  in  allcaies, 
as  being  attainable  with  Anall  talents  and  need« 
fill  to  be  cultivated  with  the  greateft.     This  is 
better  underftood  by  obfervation  of  perfbns  pof- 
feffing  it,  than  by  any  explanation  of  words: 
but  the  marks  of  it  may  be  feen  In  a  uniformity 
of  condu(5t,  and  pertinence  of  a6lion,  void  of 
felf-conceit^  affedation  and  iingularity,  giving 
into  no  extravagancies  nor  aiming  at  projeAs 
beyond  its  forces^  proceeding  quietly  its  own 
way,  compliant  to  the  occafion  but  not  whif- 
fling about  with  every  flight  attraftion,  atten- 
tive to  every  light  that  breaks  in,  and  calmly 
diligent  to  make  ufe  of  it.     We  may  fometimes 
fee  perfons  of  very  little  capacity,  who  by  help 
of  a  few  principles  well  chofen  and  well  ri- 
vetted,  have  been  brought  to  pofl^efs  this  qua- 
lity, proceed  almoft  mechanically  by  its  direc- 
tion, pafs  a  found  judgement  upon  things  with- 
in their  narrow  fphere,  and  go  through  life  with 
tnore  comfort  to  themfelves  and  credit  among 
\    their  neighbours,  than  others  of  more  (hining 
\    ^ttomplilhments  whofe  great  talents  are  vitiated, 
:    ud  overballanced  by  fome  egregious  folly. 
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CHAP.     XX3CVn. 
Dtatb. 


UNSPARING  grifly  King  of  tenon, 
fole  univerfal  monarchy  whofe  power  m 
prowefs  can  redd,  whofe  peremptory  call  m 
artifice  can  evade ;  the  eye  cannot  fupport  % 
looks,  nor  the  blood  forbear  to  curdle  at  llii 
thoughts  of  chee,  we  ilifle  all  remembraoce  ef 
thee,  that  we  may  enjoy  our  pleafures  feccnc^ 
which  would  utterly  lofe  their  reliih  or  b^ 
embittered  thereby.  For  thou  teareft  us  MV 
from  our  friends,  turned  us  out  of  our  pafi% 
fions,  breakeft  (hort  all  our  beloved  fchesM^ 
and  deprived  us  of  all  our  means  of  enjo; 
Whatever  reafon  may  fugged,  dill  thy 
fcems  an  annihilation  to  our  fancy,  or 
an  uncertainty,  more  difmal,  wherein  imagtoi 
tion  can  find  no  certain  cbjedt  on  which  to  fijci 
didant  hope.  Thou  ccmcd  befet  with  pain% 
uneafinefTes,  regrets,  incapacity  and  tadddlbe^ 
for  all  common  engagements,  which  muUiplj 
the  horrors  of  thine  approach ;  and,  as  if  tbj 
native  frightfulnefs  was  not  enough  to  difinsy 
us,   we  are  trained  up  to  dread  thee  foro"  '^ 


fcheaia^ 
yll^H 


1 


Chap.  37^  Diotb.  3^7 

the  bcbaviourj   the  difcourfcs  and  cuftoms  of 
the  world  around  us.     For  thou  art  fpokcn  of 
•as  ihc  worft  of  evils,  the  danger  principtilly  to 
be  guarded  againft  before  all  others;  mca  will 
part  with  any  thing  to  fave  their  lives,  undergo 
any  feveriiies  of  medicine  or  furgcry,  to  retard 
thins  advances,    which  they   know  muft  re?.ch 
them  one  time  or  other ;  lamentations  are  made 
^for  the  lofs  of  friends,  which  would  be  thought 
ielfidt,  if  arifing  rather  from  our  own  (hare  in 
the  lofs,  than  theirs ;  the  law  denounces  death  as 
fccr  fcvereft  punifhment,  refcrved  for  the  moft 
atrocious  crimes,  and  deems  barnings,  confifca- 
tions^  lofs  of  limbs,  perpetual  exile  and  Impri- 
fonment,  milder  chaliifements ;   and  men   of 
thought  have  pronounced  deftrudion  abhor- 
rent to  nature  herfelf,  who  has  given  an  innate 
principle  of  felf-prefervation  to  all  animals  with^ 
out  exception. 

But  what  evidence  is  there  of  this  innate 
principle,  fincc  animals  of  every  fpecies  juft 
entered  into  life  though  then  moft  helplefs, 
ibow  no  Cgns  of  fear  nor  fenfe  of  danger  until 
taught  it  by  experience  of  pain,  and  the  caufes 
bringing  hurt  Uf>on  them.  They  then  indeed 
begin  to  have  a  principle  of  felf-defencc  by  re- 
fifting  or  flying  from  whatever  threatens  them 
wkh  mifchicf,  but  it  is  a  defence  againft  pain^ 
4iot  againft  deftruftion,  which  they  know  not 
'Wfcsw  it  is.  For  there  is  no  appearance  the 
'Aretes  hare  any  idea  af  deaths  or  the  leaft  ima- 
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«  gination  concerning  the  continaaDoe  w  dilew- 

tinuance  of  their  beiog>  confequeatly  can  htie 
no  fear  of  a  thing  to  them  wholly  unknovi 

"^  and  inconceivable:  but  they  have  an  abhor* 

«  rence  of  pain,  a  dread  of  terrible  objeds  fbik< 
ing  them  with  an  apprehenfion  of  burt^  a  love  of 
liberty  to  take  their  common  amuiemcnts  i  tbejr 
have  likewife  appetites  and  inftin£t3  of  variooi 
ibrts  prompting  to  their  feveral  gratificationi: 
and  Providence  has  wifely  adapted  thefe  priiK 
ciples  of  action  fo  as  to  lead  them  thereby  ua- 
knowingly  into  the  meafures  needful  for  pir 
fervation  of  their  lives,  by  an  averfion  to  this^ 
deftru£tive,  and  an  appetence  to  thofe  reqoifiB 
for  their  accomodation  and  fuftenance« 

With  refped  to  man  the  cafe  Is  much  lie 
fame  while  he  continues  to  be  guided  by 
little  different  from  the  brutes,  to  wic^ 
pleafures  or  pains,  the  gratifications  or  w\ 
of  appetite,  until  reafon  beginning  to  open  ^M 
entrance  for  new  appetites  which  nature  never 
planted:  therefore  inoculation  is  commoo^f 
recommended  before  feven  years  old,  becaufe 
then  children  have  no  fears.  But  when  arrived 
to  the  competent  ufe  of  language  and  reflediosii 
we  are  continually  warned  of  dangers  for* 
rounding  us,  excited  to  cares  of  felf-prefcrva* 
tion,  every  body  wifties  and  experts  long  lif^ 
deplores  the  lofs  of  it  as  a  grievous  misfortuoei 
laments  every  difeafe  or  accident  fceming  co  <» 


danger  it;  we  love  to  thipk  how  wc  Ami 
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amuie  ourlclvcs  a  week  or  a  month 
ence,  all   which    profpcdls  death  cuts    fliorr, 
wc  fee   it  brought  on  by  painful  diftempers, 
fircfome  fickneflcs,  or  violeru   hurts;   the  for- 
lorn appearance  of  a  dead  body,  the  clofe  im* 
prifoning  coffin,   the  yawning  grave,  and  me- 
lancholy pomp  of  funerals  ft r ike  a  mechanical 
[Jcjcftion   upon    the  fpirits,   to  which  add  the 
■■pefrary  admonitions  of  Religion  concerning 
^ftiicure  reckoning :  no  wonder    then   if   all 
hcfc  caufes  combining  to  operate^  raifc  alarms 
In  us  that   would  not  have  fprouted  up  fpon* 
taneoufly,   ar.d  give   us  a  ftrong  idea  of  felf- 
jrcfervation  with  an  abhorrence  of  whatever 
hrcatcns  deftruftion. 

Yet  we  do  not  find  this  abhorrence  univerfal, 
^hilofophy  can  overcome  it,  enabling  the  pro- 
iflbr,  like  Socrates,  to  fwallow  the  deadly  potion 
18  a  cheerful  glafs  among  his  frieods;  Reli- 
;ion  can  defpife  it  and  urge  the  zealot  to  court 
.  crown  of  martyrdom  j  ambition,  feme,  rev- 
enge will  flifle  iti  vexation,  difappointment, 
ind  any  intolerable  preflurc  will  outweigh  it  j 
he  ruFned  gamefter,  the  broken  trader,  and 
he  forfaken  courtier,  have  fomctimcs  flown  to 
eath  as  to  a  fureafylum,  and  even  the  whining 
over  has  taken  refu^  there  againft  a  fantaftic 
Til  of  his  own  creating  ;  the  common  foldicr 
nd  the  fail  or  lofc  all  dread  of  it^  not  by  pro- 
ound  reafoningf^  but  by  famil»nty  with   the 

A  a  vbi-rct 
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pbjcd,  by  the  taunts  and  jefts^  the  iotic^ 
countenance  and  behaviour  of  their  comredei^ 
the  unenlightened  Canadian  takes  pride  in  fing- 
ing  while  tortured  by  his  conqaerors,  afii 
there  are  fome  yho,  like  Shakefpcar's  Bermr* 
dino»  feem  never  to  have  had  a  fenlibUity  of 
^ny  thing  beyond  the  prefent  indulgence  of  thdr 
grofs  appetites. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  fear  of  deaths  Qik 
known  to  other  animals,  is  not  fo  deeply  im- 
planted in  human  nature  but  there  are  metbodi 
by  which  it  may  be  rooted  out^  and  one  loif 
generally  obferve   that  perfons   of  a  bardiiKi 
capable  of  enduring  pain  and^diftrefs  are  ki 
obnoxious  to  it  than  the  delicate,  the  cficminai^ 
and  the  voluptuous,  who  have  no  way  of  po^ 
lefiing  their  minds  in  tranquillity,    unkii  If 
wholly  bani(hing  it  out  of  their  thoughts*    Bit 
fince  this  pradtice  is  far  from  being  recommend 
able,  as  ferving  at  bed  only  for  a  prefent  eipfifr 
ent,  which  mud  fail  whenever  the  nou^il* 
proach  of  death  forces  it  upon  our  refiedum 
and   that  of  infenfibility,   though  neceifaryp 
qualify  fome  perfons  for  the  public  fervicti  is 
but  reducing  them  in  that  refpe£l  to  the  coi* 
dition  of  brute  animals,  for  we  find  the  horfe 
capable  of  being  made  as  fearlels  in  battle  as  the 
trooper  who  mounts  him ;  let  us  try  whetbcr 
we  cannot  help  ourfelves  better  by  the  ukd 
Dur  reafon,  fo  as  to  bear  looking  death  aloAf 
and  flcadily  in  the  face,  to  contemplate    "  * 


Chap.  27m  DeatK  '  371 

features,  and  examine   fairly  what  there  is  of 
terrible,  and  what  of  harmlefs  in  them. 

2.  In  order  to  do  this  more  efFedually,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  analyze  him  into  his  conftitucnt 
parts;  for  death,  although  efteemed  one  thing 
aod  called  by  a  name  of  the  fingular  number,   is 
in  reality  a  complication  of  terrors   fpringing 
from  different  quarters,  and  it  is  their  united 
forces  aiding  each  other  like  the  poles  of  a  load* 
ftone,  that  make  him  fo  formidable.     There 
are  the  troubles,   the  fickncfles  preceding,  the 
convulfions,  agonies,   ghaflly  conntenances  and 
the  expirinj?  groan  ;  the  regret  of  leaving  our 
friends;  the  deprivation  of  all  our  ppfleflions; 
the  breaking  (hort  of  all  our  fchemes  ;  the  cut- 
ting oflF  our  profped:  of  things  we  ufcd  to  amufc 
oarfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  being  to  do; 
the  ftrangenefs  of  the  fituation  being  what  we 
never  had  experienced  before;  the  lofs  of  our 
powers  and  ideas  wherewith  we  ufed  to  help 
oorfehres ;  the  nigh  fpent  hourglafs  of  time ; 
the  cooung  on  of  an  event  it  has  ever  been  our 
principal  care  to  avoid ;  the  difmal  condition  of 
the  body  pent  up  in  a  cold  grave,  in  folitude 
sad  darknefs;  the  difficulty  of  comprehending 
liap[nnefs  in  the  abftrad:  without  fenfible  obje£ts 
wborefrom  it  may    iOTue;    the  pronenefs  of 
im^nation  to  forebode  mifchiefm  uncertainty; 
the  diftruft  of  our  former  reaibnings ;  the  back* 
Ws^dnefs  to  credit  other  evidence  than  our  fenfes 
^  experience ;  the  habitual  aptnefs  of  certain 
A  a  2  terrors 
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terrors  to  rife  mechanically  we  know  not  wiiy  t 
and  lailly  the  expectation  of  a  future  reckon- 
ing. 

All  thefe  fources  of  affright  pouring  ia  thqr 
agitations  from  every  fide,  raile  fucb  a  turiMk 
lence  in  the  center  as  throws  the  mind  quitt  cff 
her  bails :  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  affuagMf 
them  all  together,  for  while  you  turn  to  wrdlk 
againfl  one  adverfary,  another  by  a  fudden 
fhock  darted  in  upon  the  imagination  will  cry 
you  up  behind.  Therefore  we  muft  deal  widi 
them  as  the  old  man  in  the  fable  inftruCicd  Ip 
fons  to  deal  with  the  faggot  which  they  could 
not  break  with  all  their  might,  until  he  bii 
untied  it,  and  then  they  found  no  diflkd^ 
in  fnapping  (hort  the  fingle  (licks.  In  like  mm 
ner  it  behoves  us  to  feparate  the  caufea  otjcii 
difquiet,  confidering  each  of  them  diftiod^ 
but  this  feparation  is  not  fo  eafy  as  might jp 
imagined,  for  if  you  go  to  talk  to  pcopka^ 
the  folly  of  fearing  hurt  to  the  dead  inlclii||| 
body,  they  vvill  cry,  But  theix  tn  rflfe  ilMi| 
in  a  fick  bed  without  hopes  of}  rccovcnfsMf 
to  comfort  them  upon  this  article,  aAdddi^ 
interrupt  you  with,  but  then  to  leave  all dM 
friends,  ones  home,  ones  convenienciei  *flli 
enjoyments :  thus  they  will  dodge  yoo  iomI 
with  their  But  thens,  fo  that  you  ciui  iwNr 
get  hold  of  their  hand  to  help  them.  ^ 

This  being  the  cafe,  makes  it  more  cipeJkiH 
to  ente^  upon  the  talk  in  good  time  ini|ili  II  ^ 
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Kealth  and  vigour,  when  ihc  objcft  appearing 
at  a  diftance  throivs  no  corifafion  over  the 
mind,  but  we  are  able  to  draw  the  eye  off  from 
other  parts  of  it  in  order  to  contemplate  fomc 
one  among  them  more  attentively.  For  doing 
this  cffeftaally  it  will  not  be  fufficient  to  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  the  common  topics  ofdccla- 
mation  chimed  in  the  ear  without  ever  finking 
into  the  heart,  but  to  examine  the  point  through- 
ly and  lairly  not  ftifling  what  wc  diflike,  plac- 
itig  every  thing  in  its  juft  light,  and  allowing 
every  confideration  its  due  weight:  that  fo  we 
may  become  matters  of  the  true  ftate  t)f  the 
cafe,  and  attain  a  full  convidion  founded  upon 
Iblid  rcafons,  not  to  be  fliakcn  afterwards  by 
fuggettidns  of  fomething  that  had  been  over- 
looked* 

But  an  inveterate  mifapp rehenfion  cannot  be 
cured  at  once  by  the  clcareft  judgement  of  the 
underflandiog,  for  the  iault  lies  in   the  imagina- 
tioD  which  will  return  to  its  own  bias  as  foon 
as  the  operation  of  the  other  faculty  ceafes: 
therefore  it  will  be  ncceflary  frequently  to  rcvife 
the  pointi   nlmiing  over  the  procefs  whereby 
we  formed  our  judgement,  until  wc  bring  it  to 
bean  habitual  train  of  thinking,  by  which  our 
convidlion  will  be  turned  into  (Krrfuafion,  and 
become   one   branch   of  the   virtue  of  T*     ■ 
Thus  although  a  good  Hie  in   general  1 
beft  preparation  for  death,  yet  here  is  a 
goUr  preparation   adapted  to  fecure  us  . 

Aa3  i!..: 
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cv  ■-.'-*  •i--,>t  f:^  '.'ji^izci  oar  fjscrz  izilcRflv 
J  v: ,-  ::..:,  2^1^  yJjtr  ir ira jxrs^  ihjeagh cor  wA 
bc.T/g  ::.  *ht  r^tit  \i:c  be  0:3*  propg  ultioMB 
a:rr^  i^':  y\:/S:^  OMctm^  ve  cas  gather  aD 
light  frr/TTi  cur  itorci  of  cxptiic&ce  bow  to  con- 
ykix  i%  but  crjr  own  good  and  ihat  of  oar 
fiilow  creatures  in  this  worid  arc  the  mufa 
which  God  hits  given  us  for  our  fore  direc- 
tion. 

3.  To  examine  our  objcS  then  by 
in  all  its  fevcral  parts,  let  us  begin  wiih  the 


and  diArefles  accompanying  ir^  as  having  tbe' 
faircft  title  to  raife  our  apprehenfions,  bccanTe 
pain  is  grevious  to  human  nature  r  but  foitP 
when  not  endangering  the  life^  wherefore 
have  no  more  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  it  then,  tl 
at  other  times.  But  people  fancy  it  muft 
acuicr  then,  than  at  other  times:  why  i 
what  foundation  is  there  for  the  fancy?  fo 
obtain  tlieir  quietus  without  any  figns  of 
at  ull  as  if  dropped  into  flcep:  and  whenbrc 
10  their  end  by  diftcmper,  there  is  no  apf 
of  its  being  more  tormenting  for  being 
I'hyficians  tell  you,  he  that  recovery 
violent  difcafe  fufiers  more  by  ic  than^ 
fails;  for  the  uneafinefi  fpriogjl 
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glcs  of  nature,  which  arc  greareft  before  the 
crifis,  or  when  that  proving  favourable  leaves 
her  ftrcngth  unexhaufted  with  which  Ihe  ftill 
continues  to  labour  for  throwing  off  the  load 
opprefling  her:  but  when  the  fcene  of  death 
i>egins,  nature  has  yielded  to  the  enemy,  having 
loft  her  vigour  by  which  (he  agitated  the  ner- 
vous, as  well  as  the  fecretory  vefTels,  fo  that 
the  fenfes  become  benumbed,  no  longer  able 
to  ftrike  the  fame  fenfations  as  in  their  for- 
mer ftate. 

Therefore  in  fome  difeafcs,  as  the  paify  and 
the  coma,  eafe  and   infenfibility  arc  reckoned 
the    moft    fat2^   fymptoms;   and  fo  it    is.  in 
violent  inflammations,  which  arcextreamly  pain- 
ful   until    the   mortification    begun    fees    the 
patient  at  perfe<3:  eafe :  thus  the  approach  of 
death  is  known  by  the  departure  of  pain,  ancj 
probably  the  laft  ftage  of  all  diftempers  is  d 
paliy,    wherein  fome   mechanical  motions  re-. 
main,  but  thofe  which  reach  the  fenfory  ccafe, 
or  a6l  but   feebly.     For  that  the  convulfions 
and  thofe  called    agonies,   are  mcer  motions 
of  the  machine,    not  ftruggles   of  the  aftlvc 
powers,  nor  aflfeAing  the  organs  of  fenfe,   may 
be  gathered  firom  their  fimilituda   with  con- 
vulfivc  fits,   to  which  fome  perfons  otherwife 
in  good  health  are  fubje€t,   when  come  out  of 
them  they  can  give  you  no  account  of  what 
paflcdin  them,  but  the  whole  time  feems as  much 
loft  as  in  found  deep:  Yo  after  the  convullioi^s 
A  a  4  ot 
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of  a  fever,  if  there  be  an  interval  of  fenfe,  yoo 
do  not  iiiid  the  patient  complain  of  having 
fuffered  under  tliem,  nor  does  he  remember 
any  thing  of  what  has  happened  $  or  as  I  have 
heard  inftances  of  fome  perfons,  when  too  weak 
to  ftir  themfelves,  a  convulfion  has  fuddenly 
raifed  ihem  upright  in  their  bed  wichoat  Aupi- 
fying  their  fenics,  they  take  it  for  a  voluntaiy 
motion,  a  return  of  their  flrength,  call  far 
their  hat  and  gloves,  want  to  go  out  upon  their 
ufual  bufinefs,  and  feel  no  other  uneafinefs 
than  from  the  oppofition  of  the  people  about 
them. 

But  we  hope  to  efcape  other  evils  by  cautioa 
and  good  management,  whereas  death  is  inevi*, 
table :  it  is  true  death  is  certain,  but  a  painfigl 
death  is  not  fo;  and  (ince  there  are  vanan 
paflages  out  of  this  world,  we  may  confidei% 
the  goodnefs  of  God  that  he  will  aflign  us  oft 
proportionable  to  the  firmnefs  of  the  mind  k 
has  given  us  means  of  acquiring,  and  not  ■bh 
pofe  upon  us  a  burden  greater  than  wearciN^ 
to  bear.  It  is  our  part  to  prepare  our  fhoulden. 
beforehand  for  whatever  burden,  we  fhallbe 
called  upon  to  bear,  by  ftoring  in  fiich  firoK 
nefs  as  the  way  of  life  we  are  engaged  in  (hdt- 
afford  opportunities  of  gaining,  and  by  patJoai! 
endurance  of  whatever  pains  or  troubles  fil(: 
upon  us  in  our  courfe.  And  when  the  k|ft  trfd 
does  come,  we  may  take  encouragement  frooi, 
its  being  the  lafl:>  for  it  is  eafier  (o  pludt  w 
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ftiolutioa  for  ftruggling  with  a  diflScuhy  that 
cannot  hold  long,  than  to  maintain  pcrfeverance 
through  an  unlimited  feries  of  them  ;  but  we 
may  be  fure  when  this  is  ended  of  having  no 
more  bodily  pains  to  go  through,  nor  danger  of 
difeafes,  wounds,  fraftures,  houfc-breakers,  in- 
vafions,  fires,  lofics,  or  vexauons,  that  ufed  to 
alarm  us  fo  frequently  in  this  world. 

Now  likewife,  if  never  before,  we  may  find 
a  rclidi  for  prayer,  and  relieve  ourfelvcs  by  it 
as  with  a  cordial :  as  it  is  not  a  time  for  pur- 
fuing  efjtcric  ideas,  there  will  be  no  harm  in 
giving  way  to  a  perfuafion  of  moving  God  by 
our  importunities,  but  then  they  muft  not  turn 
upon  obtaining  recovery,  for  there  is  no  room 
10  cscpedl  he  will  alter  his  courfcs  of  nature  up- 
on our  account,  their  proper  objeft  is  for  refig- 
nation,  patience,  concent,  and  fuch  temper  of 
mind  as  will  conduce  to  our  prefent  eafe,  for 
this  is  complying  with  the  courfes  of  nature, 
and  indeed,  though  that  need  not  be  had  in  view, 
will  give  us  4  better  chance,  if  there  be  any 
If  ft,  of  recovering, 

4.  Lee  us  proceed  next  to  the  regret  on  leav- 
ing our  friends,  being  turned  out  of  our  pof* 
feffions,  conveniences,  and  places  whereto  wc 
ufcd  to  reibrt  with  delight,  and  breaking  off  all 
our  favourite  fchemes:  but  there  is  no  infidelity 
in  departing  from  friends  we  cannot  flay  with, 
no  wafte  nor  imprudence  in  quitting  poflcflions 
wc  cannot  keep,  nor  inconftancy  in  laying  aGdc 
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fchemes  we  can  no  longer  porfue :  fo  we  hnt 
nothing  to  blame  ourfelves  for,  iF  we  (hodd 
caft  off  that  attachment  which  was  commendft: 
ble  only  becaufe  it  helped  to  fupply  us  with  ibv 
materials  and  methods  of  enjoy ment^^  and  aiide 
us  ferviceable  to  one  another.  But  we  can  ex- 
pert no  more  of  the  pleafures  we  u&d  to  &4 
in  them :  very  true,  yet  neither  (hall  we  fed  t 
want  or  mifs  of  them,  for  they  are  not  fo  o^ 
cefTary  to  us  as  that  we  cannot  fubfiil  in  trai* 
quillity  without  them. 

Some  of  our  friends  have  been  taken  Iroa 
us  long  ago,  others  were^not  bom  lill  we  hid 
enjoyed  may  years  of  life,  and  our  connedioBl 
have  frequently  varied,  yet  always  feeined  M>  ^ 
gaging  CO  us  for  the  time :  while  children  vL 
had  no  poffeflions,  we  toiled  not  neicher  did  1VI 
fpin,  yet  our  heavenly  father  provided  for  al 
by  that  in(lin£t  he  gave  our  earthly  pareolii 
we  then  had  no  thought  of  thofe  fchemes  wd 
ilore  of  conveniences  that  appear  foiodifpenlable 
to  us  now.  Our  fondnefs  for  all  thefe  thiogl 
proceeds  from  habit  becaufe  we  have  been  u^ 
to  affedt  them,  and  from  the  condition  of  oar 
bodies  requiring  provifion  of  accommodatioo!^ 
afliftance  of  other  perfons  in  our  ufe$  and  plet* 
fures,  and  a  train  of  purfuits  to  keep  u$  cood- 
nually  engaged.  But  while  on  the  bed  of  fici* 
nefs,  we  are  in  no  condition  to  ufe  thoie  fourccs 
of  enjoyment  or  engagement  that  have  iii; 
us  hitherto,  and  if  that  terminates  in  Ottf 
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Uion»  we  (lull  be  as  little  in  a  condition  to 
rap  any  bcoefit  frotn  them  ^  therefore  the  part- 
ig  with  them  is  no  caufe  of  regret,  as  it  would 
is  to  a  living  man  who  ftill  retains  many  wants 
od  defires  that  cannot  be  fatiafied  without 
icm.  Bat  when  quitting  our  animal  machine, 
re  quit  therewith  our  habits,  our  propenfiiies, 
leas  and  remembrance,  becoming  again  a 
lank  paper  as  when  we  firft  came  into  this 
rgrld ;  lb  that  if  the  objefe  of  our  old  ac- 
aaintance  were  prefented  to  us  we  fttould  not 
uiow  them  again,  nor  have  fcnfcs  to  perceive 
icm,  nor  be  able  to  conceive  what  benefit  or 
rteafure  they  could  de  us,  bur  remain  as  in- 
ifferent  to  take  new  imprefiions  or  defires,  and 
uo  into  new  connexions,  as  ever  we  were  10 
^ur  original  fiate  of  infancy. 

Yet  wl»y  Qiould  we  fay  the  approach  of 
icath  breaks  ofFall  our  fchcmes,  and  threatens  an 
ittcr  deftituiion  of  all  friendftiip?  There  is  one 
bheme  which  if  we  take  care  to  make  our  prin- 
ipal,  and  bring  all  our  under  views  to  bear  re- 
erence  or  coincide  with  that,  will  not  be  fruf- 
rated  by  our  removal  from  this  imperfc£l  flate:" 
iven  when  the  peremptory  fummons  comes^ 
pre  h^vc  ftill  a  ftep  to  make  in  the  profecu- 
ion  of  it  by  patience  and  refignation  to  the 
call,  and  loofcning  cur  hearts  from  the  good 
things  that  ufed  to  delight  us  here.  And  if  wo 
have  cultivated  a  habit  of  charity,  regarding 
*  Ives  as  citizens  of  the  world,  and  all  per* 
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ceptive  creatures  as  intrinfically  equal,  we  (hdl 
be  capable  of  a  good  will  to  any  of  our  felkw 
citizens,  whatever  fpecies  of  them  we  may  bi 
cad  amongft.  For  charity  in  her  firft  modaaii 
univerfal,  but  muft  confine  her  intercourfd  ID 
particular  fubje6ls,  according  to  the  d^ree  cf 
neighbourhood  wherein  they  (land :  our  pcdSait 
neighbours  were  ailigned  their  ftations  by  thediJC* 
pofition  of  Providence  caufingthem  to  be  born  in 
the  fame  age,  of  the  fame  country  with  ourfelvo^ 
and  endowing  them  with  the  qualities  and  charac- 
ters that  have  rendered  us  mutually  helpful,  and 
pleafing  to  one  another :  and  what  (hould  biB- 
der  but  that  the  fame  Providence  may  fiodtK 
other  neighbours,  as  well  qualified  to  engage 
our  dependence  and  endearance  by  interconrfel 
fuitable  to  the  wants,  the  abilities,  and  indii^ 
tions  we  (hall  then  have  allotted  us?  Befiddjl 
is  not  impoflible  that  the  fame  perfbns  aaayU 
redored  to  our  neighbourhood  in  a  better  tel» 
tion,  where  there  may  be  none  of  tho(e  IHdl. 
miftakes  and  mifundcrAandings,  clashing 
tcreds  or  difcordance  of  humours,  which 
fometimes  interrupted  or  abated  our  linfmiM 
heretofore.  -^ 

5*  Of  like  fort  is  the  complaint  of  haviq|(i4^ 
our  profpeds  of  engagement  or  amufcBMlH^ 
overclouded,  for  the  mind  when  reflrainc^  l|^ 
indifpofition  or  confinement  froin  exerci^; 
the  aflive  powers,  loves  fiill  to  feed  in  imygi 
nacion  upon  her  ufual  objeds^  (he  roamiM 
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rencs  of  biifincfs  or  entertainment  expe£lcd  in 
Tc  fiicceeding  days.  This  ruminating  on  dif- 
mt  profpefts  in  view  before  her  proves  a  fo- 
ICC  under  little  uneafmeflefs ;  bur  when  the  re* 
edion  darts  in,  that  all  is  only  a  vain  imagi- 
ation  of  fcenes  that  can  be  enjoyed  no  more, 
hey  turn  into  fcenes  of  horror  and  opprcfs  the 
iiind  with  the  greater  vexation,  by  how  much 
ic  more  eagerlv  they  arc  beheld  j  they  feem 
kc  a  prefcnt  pofleffion  torn  away  by  violence^ 
r  they  fret  with  the  difappointmcnt  ofmeec- 
^g  a  (word's  point  in  the  very  quarter  whither 
re  had  turned  for  relief. 

But  I  believe  u*e  need  not  apprehend  this 
;rievance  will  opprefs  us  much  on  a  bed  of  fick- 
icfs,  when  there  is  little  relifh  left  for  common 
Lmufements,  and  little  leifurc  from  prefcnt 
5ains  and  wants  to  think  of  other  things:  it  can 
>nly  be  in  feme  intervals  of  quiet  when  the  dif- 
ctnper  fufpends  its  violence  without  having  im- 
mttA  the  fcnfes,  or  in  thofe  incurable  decays 
vhich  wafte  but  give  no  pain  nor  ficknefs,  that 
hofc  troubles  can  affault  us.  Nor  will  chey 
kCault  us  with  any  force,  if  wx  have  been  care- 
iil  during  the  courfc  of  our  lives  to  hang  our 
lefires  loofc  upon  the  things  around  fo  as  to  be 
rctnovcable  upon  the  flighted  touch  of  reafon, 
)r  fight  of  an  infurmountable  obftacle  interven- 
ing* I  do  not  mean  that  we  (hould  endeavour 
\o%tt  rid  of  all  our  defires,  for  they  make  the 
jlcafutc  of  life,  and  are  the  fpr  rngs  of  a^ion,  but 
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v^e  may  dcfire  a  thing  while  appearing  attains  > 
ble  without  fuch  an  attachment  or  fondacisil 
Aiall  make  us  fufFer  by  the  failure  of  it^  wfaa 
not  to  be  had. 

I  have  recommended  feveral  times  before^  to 
provide  ourfelves  with  many  deOres  but  to  htn 
no  wants,  but  in  order  to  prevent  defire  fiw 
corrupting  into  want,  it  will  be  neceflary  todif 
cipline  it  continually,  to  keep  the  mind  oi^ 
under  rubs  and  diiappointments,  tinanxious  fo 
^ccefs  in  her  eagereft  purfuits,  not  protie  n 
harbour  unavailing  wiflies:    for  this   wtU  Ml 
only  fave  us  many  a  vexation  in  our  comoim 
with  the  world,  but  will  be  a  preparatimtf 
which  we  {hall  find  the  benefit  as  wcUui|k 
hour  of  death,    as  in  the  day  of  jadgemdp 
Yet  if  the  thought  of  our  pleafures  ihould 
left  us,  wo  may  place  in  contraft  a^inft  than 
the  troubles,  contradi6lions,  inconveniences  md 
infirmities  from  which  none  of  us  are  wholly 
exempt,  and  if  we  recoUedt  how  grievoiti  thef 
have  fometimes   feemed  to  us,  it  will  afibrd 
fome  comfort  that  we  arc  now  going  to  bcd^ 
livered  entirely  fi-omthem.     For  what  muftbe 
parted  with  it  will  be  prudent  to  coneetnplifl 
on  the  unfavourable    fide,    which  may  hiR 
better  cffedt,  than  we  imagine,  to  abate  our  Op 
ludlancc. 

6.  Another  fliock  proceeds  from  tlie 
rcfs  of  the  thing  as  being  a  fcene  entir 
of  which  we  have  had  no  ezperience; 


proipcdl  onomc  difficulty  to  be  gone  through^ 
:  is  ufual  to  fortify  ourfelves  with  the  remcm- 
raace  of  fomcihing  fimilar  we  bad  fuftained 
cfore,  of  which  we  know  the  iflue,  and  have 
>und  a  return  of  our  former  tranquillity  and 
mufcments.  But  here  we  have  nothing  in  all 
ur  ftorcs  of  nncmory  wherewith  to  draw  a 
ompaiifon,  and  though  we  daily  fee  otliers  go 
(cforc  us,  we  can  get  no  account  from  them 
low  it  fared  with  them  either  during  their  paf- 
Ige,  or  at  the  end  of  it-  Yet  this  very  cir- 
umftance  of  the  paflage  being  made  every  day 
Day  afford  a  fubftantial  ground  of  comfort* 
lot  that  an  evil  is  the  lefs  to  one  man  for  hav- 
ng  f;inen  upon  others;  if  I  break  my  leg  the 
min  is  the  fame  whether  thoufands  befidc,  or 
5obody  break  theirs;  but  becaufe  whatever  dif- 
>eofation  is  univerfal,  cannot  be  an  evil. 

If  we  have  been  ufed  to  behold  the  courfe  of 
iflfairs  in  this  world  with  the  well-wifbing  eye 
of  benevolence,  untainted  with  the  prejudices 
jf  pride  and  felfi{hnefs,  undervaluing  whatever  is 
rot  our  own,  we  fliall  difccrn  fo  many  more 
oys  than  for  rows,  fo  many  more  ble  flings  than 
mifchiefs  abounding  every  where,  aamuft  coa- 
Vince  us>  that  the  whole  fyftera  is  laid  out  with 
unfparing  bounty :  and  though  there  be  fome 
fcatcered  here  and  there  for  wife  ends  to 
US  infcrutable,  they  bear  a  very  inconfiderablc 

report  ion  to  the  good^  the  provifion: 


•are  general^  but  ihde  of  ev3  for  parucular  ia. 
dividuals. 

Since  then  it  is  appoioted  all  men  once  to  die, 
juid  we  may  add  all  aoimali,  who  had  no  Qmt 
10  the  fin  of  Adam,  icmuftbe  ranked  amoc^ 
thofe  appointments  which  are  the  produce  cf 
bounty.    Nor  may  we  fcru'ple  10  call  thede* 
parture  of  our  deareft  friends  in  ibme  fort  an  ei- 
perience  of  our  own :  if  we  have    cHeemd 
them  for  their  honeft  integrity  and  good  qm~ 
lities,  we  (hall  not  think  them   fubjeded  h 
anger  to  the  common  lot,  nor  believe  k  fod* 
gorous  as  imagination  fuddenly  rep  re  fen  u  ;  if 
we  have  taken  part  in  their  joys  and  fontm 
fympathized  in  dieir  affeflions,  they  will  hire 
been  to  us  another  felf,  occurrences  happciuig 
to  them  will  aflfed  us  the  fame  as  If  happenii^ 
to  our  own  perfons»  and  love  and  lliame  w3 
help  us  to  bear  unrdudantly  whatever  we  bate 
feen  them  go  through. 

But  imagination  fuggefts  a  nrangenefs  be* 
caufe  it  is  appointed  men  to  die  once :  is  tb 
panicle  Once,  which  makes  the  ftrangene^  * 
caufe  of  complaint  ?  What  if  it  were  oppohmi 
to  die  two  or  three  times,  and  come  roKTe 
again,  that  we  might  know  what  wx  have  logo 
through  when  the  laft  fummons  comes  ?  SboeM 
we  think  the  condition  of  life  mended  by  cUi 
alteration  ?  I  fancy  we  (hould  not  accept  of  it 
if  left  to  our  option,  for  we  are  not  vcrf  ibfli^ 
of  a  ficknefs  though  it  do  no  prove  jqm 
this  would  fumiih  us  with  fome  of  ^ 


\ 


rieACs^we  wanl-   For  the  word  of  the  paiTage, 
1  have  obferved  before,  is  during  the  pro-.. 


as 


grefs  of  the  di  ft  era  per,  which  thofc  who  have 
iccovered  from  a  very  dangerous  one  have  gone 
Uiroagh,  fothey  do  know  what  it  is:  therefore 
many  of  us  have  already  fo  far  died  and  come 
to  life  again,  as  was  needful  for  the  prefent 
purpofe  of  taking  off  the  ftrangencfs  of  the 
thing- 

If  there  be  any  body  who  ftill  holds  the  old 
exploded  doQrine  of  pre-exiftenqe,  it  is  piry 
but  he  ftiould  take  fuch  advantage  from  his 
peculiarity  as  it  is  capable  of  yielding  him ; 
and  he  may  gather  this  refledion  from  it,  that 
he  has  already  died  a  thoufand  times  in  the 
coiirfc  of  his  exlftence,  perhaps  as  often  as  he 
has  fallen  afleep  in  this  prcfcat  life,  yet  he  ftill 
finds  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  enjoy  his  Beings 
endowed  with  powers  and  faculties  fuited  to 
that  purpofe,  without  remembrance,  yet  like- 
wife  without  want  or  regret  of  thofe  he  pofr 
fefled  in  any  former  ft  ate.  Therefore  he  may 
look  upon  death  as  equally  familiar  to  him  with 
flecp,  only  returning  after  much  longer  inter- 
vals, but  the  returns  of  both  having  frequency 
enough  to  take  out  all  ftrangenefs  from  the 
thoughts  of  them.  And  chat  the  plain  man  of 
common  fenfe  may  not  want  a  fourcc  of  com- 
fort open  to  the  vifionary  fpeculatift,  I  ftiall 
remind  him  that  he  has  already  palled  through 
the  ftate  of  the  womb,  to  which  the  paflage 
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into  this  world  muft  been  as  new  and  ftnng^' 
as  the  pafiage  out  can  be  s  yet  be  got  throogjb  it 
well,  it  was  matter  of  congratulation  anaoog  iB 
who  had  any  concern  about  himt  is  ftill  remcoi- 
bered  with  fome  foleoinity  as  a  joyful  eveo^ 
and  I  fuppofe  he  has  never  once  regretted  Ui 
former  fituacion,  nor  wiihed  to  get  backaguo: 
from  this  experience  he  may  draw  ceun^  m 
take  his  paflage  out  of  this  life,  and  think  hini- 
felf  only  going  to  be  born  a  fecond  time. 

7.  With  refpeft  to  the  lofs  of  our  popcn 
and  ideas,  it  fhould  be  confidered  that  tbofe  M 
valuable  only  as  they  ferve  for  our  help  anddl* 
reft  ion  in  the  fupply  of  our  wants,  but  wIm 
our  neceflary  wants  are  gone,  we  may  (fm 
them  without  damage.  What  would  our  poll- 
ers of  walking  avail  us^  when  we  hive  m 
ground  to  tread  upon,  nor  unwieldy  bod^iifc 
heave  about  from  place  to  place  ?  What  gni 
would  our  language  do  us,  unlefs  we  mijg^Wi' 
pcA  to  meet  with  perfons  who  could  td&4l|l 
fame  ?  How  are  we  the  worfe  for  being  ui^M 
to  provide  ourfelves  with  fuftenance,  whc»^ 
ihall  get  rid  both  of  our  hunger  andthMl 
/^nd  for  the  removal  of  our  ideas  that  muftll 
rendered  light  by  its  being  total,  for  wbofed 
are  gone  we  can  have  no  uneafy  ones:  oilHI^ 
(ires,  cravings,  wants,  vexations^  gnefa«<'VB 
be  wiped  away  together  with  our  knowt^pMif 
the  means  for  relieving  them.  Were  6Mtii 
our  ideaa  to  remain,  they  might  tormmt  IM 
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with  the  rcflcftJon  on  tliofc  that  arc  wanting: 
be  that  {hould  retain  an  idea  of  his  home  with 
all  the  conveniences  therein,  but  none  of  the 
way  to  get  thither,  or  of  the  proviGons  for  his 
table,  without  any  remembrance  of  the  places 
or  means  of  procuring  them,  would  be  made 
mifci^ble  by  the  Htde  knowledge  he  has  leff- 
Thcrcfore  our  fecarity  lies  in  having  the  whole 
ftock  obliterated,  becaufe  then  we  csnnot  be 
ieiifible  of  diminutions  made  in  it,  neither  can 
we  have  a  craving  left  after  lofing  all  concep- 
tion of  the  objc£ls  tliat  oled  to  excite  it. 

But  if  our  knowledge  remained  entire,  it 
would  become  ufclcfs  for  want  of  the  powera 
to  be  employed  by  it,  and  if  both  knowledge 
and  powers  were  to  flay,  they  could  only  fpend 
themfelvcs  in  fruiilefs  exertions,  having  no 
longer  the  lame  materials  and  fervices  to  work 
upon  whereto  they  were  adapted  :  fo  it  is  betttr 
they  {bould  all  go  together,  than  that  we  Oiould 
be  left  in  a  mutilated  condition  wherein  the  dif- 
abled  parts  mu(l  prove  a  burden  and  a  griev-> 
ance  to  thofc  which  ft  ill  retained  fomc  degree 
of  vigour.  Indeed  during  fome  part  of  the  paf- 
fage,  we  may  find  great  inconvenience  from 
the  decay  of  our  powers  while  we  ft  ill  have 
wants  that  might  be  relieved  by  them  j  but  thii 
cannot  be  of  long  duration,  for  infcnfibility 
foon  follows  weaknefs :  therefore  it  would  be 

E highly  imprudent  to  prepare  for  doubling  the 
^evancc  by  poflefling  our  minds  beforehand 
^ gb  2 with 


2^S  Death.  Chip^  3)^ 

with  an  habitual  dread  qf  impotence^  jBt  AtUil 
vrretched  in  itfelf ;  we  l)ad  no  abilities. nor: !!»■ 
derftanding  before  birth^-yct  have  fared  m^ 
enough  without  theija*  and  fo  way  ^gaia  at  dtt 
end  of  life;  the  trouble  nn  only  be  temporjiijs 
aAd  perhaps  not  that,  ^f  thf  decay  of  our^adbf 
vity,  our  judgement  add  out  fenfes  (hould  kHfp 
eteii  pact  with  ofte  aeo^r^       '     • 

8.  But  it  is  a  mdanchoiyr  thing^  to  ^ndotf 
glafs  almoft  run  out  with  only  a  few  gldaaf^ 
fands  collefted  in  the  bottom  pointy  for  webcife 
been  ufed  to  conlider  time  as  our  hioft  ptedwA 
treafure,  the  neceflary  bafis  to  fupporc  9XL  tv 
other  poiTefTions ;  we  have  always  pleaftd  Me* 
felves  with  the  thoughts  of  hbving  k  plfOriM 
flock  before  us,  which  makes  os  dejedl^  wIm 
that  pleafure  is  wrefted  away,  by  iceipg'^ 
fhrank  to  ah  alarming  rmalinefs,  ho#  mdl 
foever  we  have  been  too  wafteful  whilo  «fl 
perceiving  it  fcnfibly  decay.  .•     r*t 

We  have  indeed  a  fmall  allowance  of  Si'iddi 
DS  here,  and  much  we  have  to  do  wjcb^ 
therefore  priK^ence  {liould  inclifie  m  to  buAlii 
it  well,  that  we  fYvay  iofe  none  of  AioCe  vSsi'^ 
innocent  amufenr^.eiDitsfor  which  it  was  gWeO^lA 
yet  if  we  have  inured  our  defires  r*  HiA^^oflll 
upon  their  objc^fts,  if  we  have  tea#ned- fe  HM 
induftry  void  of  anxiety  or  eagern^  lA-'ili 
profe'cution  of  our  fchemes  and  p!ealb#4i#'^ 
ihall  feel  tio  (hotk  on  feeing  our  flirdtfr^fiil 
fhorti  nor  furfJrtr  fjAce  remaioirig  ti>  "^^Mfli 
••-  •  ^  -  -  them. 
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thetrt.  For  though  the  time  for  them  he  over, 
yet.  Time  itfelf  is  no  exhaufted,  having  the 
boundlcfs  ocean  of  eternity  from  whence  to  re- 
plenish his  glafsy  larger  than  all  the  fands  pf  the 
"Atlantic,  the'Paci^c,  and  every  ochcr  fe,a  tq- 
gciher.  Since  then  we  have  fuch  an  immcnfe 
filiate  of  time,  we  need  not  grudgp  the  expcnoc 
of  fifty  or  threefcore  years  irrecoverably  gone 
from  us,  for  this  triflrng  diminution  no  more 
leaves  us  the  poorer,'  than  a  man  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year  would  be  the  poorer  for 
having  dropped  a  fixpcnce.  Whoever  bears 
chis  reflcftion  in  mind,  will  not  wifh  to  recall 
the  years  that  have  lapfed  over  him,  nor  be  fo 
apj  as  ipany  people  are  to  complain  of  feeing 
the  rlfing  generation  grow  up  to  ihove  them 
out  of  the  world :  the  greJtt  boys  at  fchool  do 
not  make  this  complaint,  beca^lp  liitje  ones  are 
daily  coming  in  to  (hove  then?)  put  of  their  pla^ 
ces ;  nor  do  travellers,  when,  on  fetting  out 
again  after  having  baited  at  an  in^i,  they  fee  other 
company  coming  in  to  take  the  commodious 
room  and  refreshments  which  they  mufl  nov^ 
refign. 

But  this  life  is  a  fchool  to  prepare  our  facul- 
ties iot  other  exercifes  than  thofe  fet  us  here ;  it 
is  a  Journey,  or  rather  one  flage  of  our  journey 
through  matter  :  we  have  had  our  pleafiires  and 
our  ufes  of  the  fpan  allotted  us,  and  welcome 
be  all  others  to  the  pleafurcs  and  ufes  contained 
io  their  fpan.     fpr  that  tliere  are  further  ufes 

ii  b  3  than 
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than  we'can  trace  in  all  the  tranfadions  of  pil- 
ing here,  I  have  before  given  rcafoo8  to  evbcej 
•  thofe  ufes  then  being  aofwcrcd,  wc  want  00 
more  fand  to  keep  our  glafs  runmng^  but  mif 
leave  Time  to  find  another  glafs  to  coodufi  01 
onward,    thiough   our  next  flage*     And  tlii 
confideration  well  inculcated  might  eocoofip 
us  againft  all  fears  of  chc  glafs  breakiag  befbo 
quite  run  our,  for  God  knows  what  ufes  «f 
have  to  ferve,  and  what  length  of  time  is  » 
quifite  to  compleat  them,  and  no  doubt  basfil 
adapted  our  ftrength  of  conftitution  togctllff 
vrith  the  courfes  of  fortune  rcfpefting  us,  n  to 
afford  fufficient  fpace  for  the  purpofc ;  therdm 
whenever  we  find  the  glafs  run  out,  or  ihxA  iv 
fand,  we  may  refl  contented  that  the  ufea  fcf 
which  it  was  given  are  fatisfied. 

9*  Nor  is  there  ju£l  ground  for  more  ^eh 
ous  difappointment  at  the  glafs  breakingi  b^ 
caufe  it  is  an  event  we  have  been  always 
careful  to  prevent ;  fee  the  world  in 
follicitous  to  efcape,  and  been  taught  fmtXk 
infancy  to  make  our  principal  concern*  as  b 
right  and  incumbent  upon  us  To  to  da 
certainly  right  to  take  all  proper  ca«  of  our 
prcfcrvation,  and  were  to  be  wiflied  that 
voluptuous  and  debauched  would  give  mo; 
lention  than  they  do,  to  dangers  which 
the  fliortening  of  their  days ;  but  w 
confider  why  it  is  right,  wc  fliall  fiso 
laudablencfs  of  oar  car«   ^ 
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uidiiFcrence  for  their  fucccfs,    if  tliey  fliould 

prove  incffeduaL 

Life  confidered  barely  in  itfclf  is  a  thing  in- 
different, neither  good  nor  evil ;  if  the  kings  of 
Colen,  as  legends  pretend,  flept  three  hundred 
yean  in  a  cave,  they  muft:  have  been  alive  all 
jhat  lime,  but  were  no  more   the  better  nor 
worfc  for  being  fo,  than  if  they  had  kin  in  a 
ftatc  of  non-entity  j  but  it  is  the  enjoyments  and 
ufcs  of  life  that  make  its  value,  for  fince  they 
cannot  bp  had  when  life  is  gone,  the  prefer va- 
lion  of  it  is  the  firft  and  neceffary  ingredient  in 
our  cares  for  them.     There  may  be  ufcs  and 
tnjoymcnis  beyond,  but  of  thofe  we  have  no 
particular  knowledge,  all  that  we  can  know  af- 
furedly  concerning  them  is,  that  there  are  cer- 
tain preparatory  meafures  needful  to  be  taken 
here  \  which  yields  an  additional  rcafon  for  en* 
deavouring  to  keep  our  ftation  as  long  as  we 
can,  that  we  may  have  time  to  make  the  better 
preparation.     But  when  there  are  vifible  ufcs  to 
the  public  In  departing  therefrom,  or  the  rules 
of  dury  carrying  an  irrefragable  prcfumption  of 
fuch  ufes  demand,  it  is  more  laudable  to  facri- 
fice  life  with  all  its  enjoyments,  than  ftill  to  re- 
a  fondnefs  for  it :  nevenhelefs  even  upon 

fc  occalions  it  remains  commendable  to  ufc 

Jcurfic:  '       "ndurtry  for  efcaping  the  danger, 

I  with  our  duty.     For  life  ap- 

i  u^,  and   rectitude  tonfilh  in 

J   whatever  appears  fuch  in 
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our  bed  judgement:  therefore  our  cares  for 
fclf-prefervation  arc  juftifiablc,  nor-does  it  con- 
tradidt  the  habit  of  pradifing  them,  that  weic- 
quiefce  in  an  event  which  they  could  not  \uA 
afide. 

We  may  look  upon  the  fhbrtening  of  fifit 
through  our  own  negligence  as  a  real  evil,  aol 
if  we  make  the  prevention  of  this  evil  the  thi 
)tQi  of  our  follicitude  it  will  keep  us  conftam^ 
attentive  to  our  prefervation,  and  yet  the  ap- 
proach of  death  when  inevitable  will  notbs 
the  thing  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  drcsdi 
We  have  adled  right  in  warding  it  off  while  we 
could,  for  fo  long  it  was  an  evil,  and  we  ash 
tainly  do  not  wrong  when  it  is  forced  upon  m^ 
for  this  is  no  adt  of  ours :  it  mufl  come  foiM 
time  or  other,  and  we  have  no  reafon  to  bdiiM 
it  an  evil  whenever  it  comes  without  our  ovij 
procurement.     It  is  not  unlikely  there  may  fy  t 
critical  time  wherein  it  will  be  befl  for  us  todte 
part  out  of  this  world,  becaufe  opening  the  bd| 
entrance  into  another :  we  know  our  lot  hdt  v 
far  depended  upon   the   time  of  its  being  CK 
upon  us,   as  that  we  could  not  have  bees  bai| 
with  juH:  the  fame  conftitution,  natural  pafiy  * 
family  nor  fortune  at  any  other  time  ^  for  as  fotfl 
as  the  little  foetus  is  formed  for  the  rrrrpiis|^ 
of  a  perceptive  fpirit,  the  laws  of  nature  rcqtp|l| 
that  one  (hould  be  lodged  in  it ;  therefore  if  fllfe 
creation  had  not  been  made  at  that  inftaflt^  flf 
moil  have  had  a  lodgement  affigned  us  in  fixflf 
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other  body,  Atid  how  know  we  ihat  it  may 
not  be  more  materml  to  fall  upon  the  tt^y 
moment  foir  our  fccond  birth  ?  for  the  fpirlt 
newly  created  was  alike  indifferent  to  bccupjr 
any  body,  but  this  life  being  a  preparation  for 
the  next,  and  the  courfcs  of  it  very  various 
aroong  us,  tye  tnuft  go  out  of  it  very  varioufly 
qualified,  fo  that  every  H^tionr'  there  wifl 
ifot  fuit  us  a  like*,  therefore  it  i«  of  great 
torifequence  to  find  our  paflage  when  there  if 
a  commodious  ftation  vacant,  and  the  caufes 
that  prepare  for  our  receptkm  are  operating. 

It  is  not  pofilble  for  us  t6krK)W  when  thofe 
circum Varices  are  favourable,  but  we  muft  truft 
Providence  for  having  ordered  the  courfe  of 
events  in  both  worlds  mo  ft  bpponuncly  tdi 
tally  with  one  another,  and  as  the  foul  is  crcattd 
when  there  Is  a  body  capable  of  re  '  :1f' 
fo  is  it  called  out  aguin  when  the  mo*,  .^..ablc 
ftation  lies  ready  for  its  occupancy :  tbdreforetf 
would  be  extrcamly  hazardous  either  to  antici- 
pate by  our  intemperance  and  negligence,  of 
retard  by  our  timidity,  the  tinlc  that  has  been 
chofcn  for  us  by  a  wile  and  beneficent  patron  1 
for  by  fo  doing  we  may  chance  to  caft  ouifclves 
upon  fome  uncomfortable  fpotj  to  which  our 
preparations  have  been  iii  no  refpeft  fuited. 
Thus  we  fee  the  prefervatton  of  life  while  chc 
means  of  prdlryation  are  allowed  us,  and  the 
willing  refignation  of  it  when  rhey  arc  with- 
drawn, are  fo  far  from  being  contradi<Slory  (ti^^ 

timcnts. 
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dmencsy  or  the  one  a  violent  change  from  the 
other,  that  they  both  naturally  rife  together 
from  the  fame  principle,  and  coincide  io 
their  tendency  to  accompliln  the  lame  por- 
pofe. 

lo.  The  melancholy  appearance  of  a  lift- 
leis  body,  the  manfion  provided  for  it  to  inhabit 
dark,  cold,  clofe  and  iblitary,  are  fhocking  lo 
the  ima^nacion,  but  it  is  to  the  imagination  00^, 
not  the  underftanding,  for  whoever  confabi 
this  faculty  will  fee  at  firft  glance,  that  there  ii 
nothing  difmal  in  all  thefe  circumftances :  if  the 
corps  were  kept  wrapped  up  in  a  warm  bed 
with  a  roafting  fire  in  the  chamber,  it  would 
feel  no  comfortable  warmth  (herefrom  ;  wm 
ftore  of  tapers  lighted  up  as  foon  as  day  fimn 
in,  it  would  fee  no  objeds  to  divert  it  $  wfft 
it  left  at  large,  it  would  have  no  liberty,  PBt 
if  furrounded  with  company,  would  be  cheered 
thereby ;  neither  are  the  diftorted  features  (Ot^ 
preflions  of  pain,  uneafinefs  or  diftrefs.  Thk 
every  one  knows  and  will  readily  allow  npo|| 
being  fuggefted,  yet  ftill  cannot  behold  Oflf 
even  caft  a  thought  upon  thofe  objects  withoqi 
fhuddcring  ;  for  knowing  that  a  living  pcxfot^ 
muft  fufFer  grievoufly  under  fuch  appearaocxi^ 
they  become  habitually  formidable  to  the  xnSak 
and  ftrike  a  mechanical  horror  which  is  inati^ 
ed  by  the  cuftoms  of  the  world  around  us. 

It  is  common  to  fright  children  into  takN| 
of  their  phyfic  by  telling  them  that  eile  thrt 
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mud  be  put  into  the  pit  hale,  when  growa 
up  the  tolling  knell,  the  lolcmn  pomp  of  funerik 
help  to  deprefs  their  fpirits^  the  doleful  counte- 
nances and  difcourfes  of  other  perfons  draw  thena 
by  fympathy,  and  all  the  fcenes  of  death  arc 
heightened  by  poets  and  rhapfodiils.  As  for 
the  pit  hole  I  fee  no  need  of  that  in  medicine^ 
for  if  terrors  are  wanting,  thofe  of  the  rod 
might  do  full  as  well  10  make  the  potion  go 
down :  decency  la  burials  indeed  is  pradifed 
in  all  civilized  countries,  nor  is  it  an  idle  cere* 
monVi  becaufe  the  omiflion  of  it  might  intro- 
duce a  favagenefs  and  obduracy  of  temper, 
that  would  be  dangerous  to  the  living  y  there* 
fore  it  is  ferviceable  only  to  raife  a  feeling  in  the 
ihoughtlefs,  which  may  make  them  more  help- 
ful to  perfons  in  ficknefs  or  danger:  but  for  fucli 
as  have  a  fcnfibility  and  a  fympathizing  temper, 
it  behoves  them  to  take  care  this  provifion, 
Cilutary  to  the  generality,  do  not  become  poi- 
fonous  10  them  by  ftirring  up  a  fympathy  with 
the  (hrouded  carcafc,  and  tainting  their  imagi- 
Mtioa  with  a  dread  of  being  thcmfelves  one  day 
the  fubje<ft  of  a  like  doleful  cere  mony»  It  would 
be  vain  to  ufe  arguments  here,  for  none  arc 
wanting,  the  underftanding  being  already  fatis- 
lied  that  there  is  no  fuffering  within  the  coffin, 
jrhcrewith  to  fympathizc;  the  fore  lies  in  the 
Pagination,  which  is  not  to  be  dealt  with  by 
accumulating  new  arguments,  but  by  continu- 
^ly  running  ov?r  in  the  mind  what  was  known 

well 
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well  enough  to  the  reafon  before,  that  fo  it  maf 
be  loofened  from  the  hold  gotten  upon  it  by  the 
fenfes,  and  brought  to  nm  m  tnins  not  Aiggefld 
by  external  appearances. 

Therefore  it  will  he-expedient  often  to  coa* 
template  the  nature  of  our  oockipoilcion  con- 
Ming  of  two  parts,  one  ofwbidi  ferveioolr 
for  a  channel  of  conveyance  or  inllrument  for 
the  other  to  perceive  by,  until  by  this  pradice 
we  have  familiarifed  our  thoughts  co  the  kka 
of  a  fubftance  which  is  not  body,  nor  an  objed 
of  fight,  or  touch,  or  any  fenfti  yet  pcrcciT€» 
whatever  (lands  exhibited  by  the  fenrcs,  whicfa 
is  properly  ourfelves,  makes  whateverelfecocnei 
into  vital  union  with  it  to  be  part  of  otirfdra 
for  the  time^  is  capable  of  uniting  with  otkr 
portions  of  matter  which  then  would  becoM 
parts  of  us,  and  has  no  further  concern  wstfa 
them  when  difunited  again,  but  they  no  mm 
remain  parts  of  us  than  of  any  other  perfon. 

If  we  find  chefe  ideas  too  abftrad^d  co  mde 
imprefiion  upon  us,  we  may  aid  chem  by  a^ 
perience  of  our  fenfes :  we  know  that  licnfai 
have  been  cut  off,  and  then  whatever  tieatmcat 
iS  bellowed  upon  them  no  more  a^di  dn 
former  owner,  than  it  does  a  ilranger :  we  dailf 
fee  the  (laughtered  animals  £trving  for  our  fooi 
yet  without  apprehenfion  of  ajny  liurt  belklMi| 
them  by  the  cuttings,  the  roaftings.and  bafljiup 
they  undergo,  why  then  (hould  \v$  fancy  ^dai^ 
tnan  pent  up  in  a  coffin  and  lai4 
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more  miferable  than  a  dead  chicken,  clofed  up 
in  a  pie  and  baking  in  the  oven  ?    Yet  we 
fhudder  at  the  dead  man's  iituation,  as  think- 
ing  how  dreadful  ic  would  be  to  us)   fo  it  cer« 
ttioly  would  if  pUced  chefe  alive,  and  fo  woukl 
the  chicken's  if  put  in  with  all.  its  fjsathers  on, 
before  che  neck  was  Wrurfg:   and  both  have 
tjeen  in  a  fituation  as  little  fuiced  to  our  likings 
dte  immerfed  in  a  (limy  yolk  inclofed  in  the 
fiiell,  the  other  not  much  more  agreeably  lodg- 
ed in  the  womb;   yet  the   thought  of   that 
yields  no  apprehenfion  of  mifery,  though  there 
then  were  ienfes  to  fufFer  by  it:   why  then 
'  ihoold  we  tremble  at  a  condition  where  there 
are  no  fenfes  to  be  affedted  at  any  thing  paffing 
I    there  ?  But  wiiatever  confiderations  we  employ 
%   will  not  avail  by  once  or  twice  fuggefting,  we 
%   idnft  be  induflrious  to  apply  them  upon  every 
dtfm  darting  up  in  the  thought:  for  know- 
kdig^is  not  the  thing  we  want  here  but  faiths 
and  perfuafion  being  a  habk,   is  neither  to  be 
Weakened  nor  worked  upon  unlefs  by  repeated 
cffiH'ts  made  at  proper  feafons  for  bringing  the 
ideas  to  run  fpontaneoufly  in  trains  conformable 
-Id  our  knowledge,  without  diAurbance  from 
fjtternal  appearances. 

:ii.  Neverthelefs  after  imagination  is  cured 
tf  anxiety  for  the  body,  as.  being  devoid  of 
i&'fenfe  and  ceaiing  to  be  a  part  of  us,  it  will 
Mftin  a  folidtude  for  that  part  which  ftill  con* 
takies  to  be  ourMves^  leii  it  ihould  utterly  lofe 

all 
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all  powers  of  perception  on  lofing  the  bodf 
which  contained  all  the  organs  of  (enfation  idt 
repoficory  of  ideas  within  it  s  and  this  mUBtf 
to  comprehend  what  noieans  of  enjoymeni  tf^ 
occupation  we  (hall  then  have»  (hikes  a  hqnsr 
upon  the  mind.  For  even  the  perfoafioii  «f 
liappinefs  ordinarily  does  not  {atiafy  aor  -^ 
fcarce  be  entertained  without  profpeA  of  SmM 
particular  channel,  through  which  that  inpfP 
nefs  may  flow :  pleafure  in  the  abftrafl  is  M 
cafily  conceivable,  when  we  go  to  frame  an  ifar 
of  it,  we  conflantly  think  of  fomething  plesfitt 
to  the  touch,  or  the  rafte,  or  fome  other  of  tli 
fenfes,  or  to  the  refledion  which  draws  aiji 
materials  from  the  fund  of  feniation  :  and 
we  try  to  raife  an  idea  of  pleafure 
thofe  materials  arc  withdrawn,  there 
frightful  phantom  in  its  Head,  made  Ifaiiil 
dable  by  its  confufenefs,  as  having 
fhapenor  colour  nor  diftingui(hable  mark 
thooght  to  reft  upon. 

This  difficulty  will  always  perplex  lis^ 
we  have  ufed  ourfelves  to  carry  refledi( 
vend  the  immediate  operation  of  the  fenle%' 
to  didinguifh  they  impreffion  thorftrike  upMI 
mind  from  the  fprings  employed  in  ftri! 
We  have,  pleafures  of  very  various  Ibrts 
refpedl  to  their  objedts,  and  fometimcB' 
through  very  quick  fucceflions  of 
with  equal  pleafure  all  the  while:  a 
down  to  a  dinner  he  likes  eztreaaily. 
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is  coded  he  chats  awhile  among  agreeable  com- 
pany, he  then  takes  a  very  diverting  book  from 
which  he  goes  directly  to   a  concert,    which 
terminates  in  a  ball ;  his  pteafure  all  along  may 
be  the  iame,  though  the  fources  of  it  have  varied, 
which  (hows  that  pleafure  is  fomcthing  diifcrenc 
fromthe  caul'es  exciting  it^  and  may  differ  from 
itfelf   in  degree,   but   never  in  kind,  though 
the  caufcs  continually  differ  in  kind*     We  find 
our  amufements  cloy  upon  repetition,  becom- 
iag  firft  indifferent,  then  irkfome  from  delight* 
fulthey  were  before,  the  colours,   the  founds, 
the  favours,  or  whatever  elfe  was  in  the  objca« 
chat  amufed  us  continue  all  along  the  fame,  but 
Khing  is  more  oppofite  than  pleafure  and  pain^ 
•rcforc  fmce  they  can  both  be  joined  fuc-^ 
rffively  to  the  fame  fenfations,  they  muft  be 
jmething  different  from  them,  capable  of  fub- 
ifting  without  them,  and  introducible  by  other 
inncls.    Yet    whenever    we    receive  either, 
icre  muft  be  fomething  afting  upon  us,  for  as 
eye  cannot  fee  itfelf  fo  neither  can  the  mind 
Iperate  upon  itfelf,  but  to  have  enjoyment  muft 
|gvc  fome  pleafurablc  objeft  to  affe(5l  it. 
But  why  (hould  we  not  conceive  ic  may  be 
1  affcfted  without  aid  of  the  bodily  fenfcs? 
icir  minilky  is  neceflary  in  this  prefent  ftate, 
lufcallourobjeds  lying  at  a  diftance  without 
IS,  could  not  reach  our  notice  unlefs  by  their 
intervention ;  yet  we  may  confider  that  pcrccp- 
not  taken  at  the  ejxs,  or  the  cars, 
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the  fingers  cnds»  they  only  .propagate  their  m> 
lions  to  the  particleapf  ovrXcftiiacyiwhich  ftrike 
us  immedtateLy  yrith  peraspttobs  ijood  why  en* 
HOC  we  imagiM  :tbfcfe  nayiihi  oilier  ptrddki 
po0effing  the  Itke  quality  tarkbwc  Jvfevtnjg jifaek 
fQotiona  eoeveyed  through  &  long  cnmpliriiri 
«Mchanirm»  Co  chat  tl)e  iiakcd  mind  may  hail 
^bjeds  (Q  perceive  analogous  to  thoTe  fm 
tiifiiing  hec  icnfocyi  ..Or  if-  this  foo  hacd^ 
con^ption,  it  will  :be  much  lefa  £b  to  appn« 
hfipd  the  mind  not  going  put  naked,  \mim 
veiled  with  a  fct  of  organs  capable  of  traaimlli 
ting  notices  from  external  objeds^  for  thefHM 
bability  of  which  I  have  already  given 
drav^n  from  the  do&rine  generally  rei 
o|)  the  beft  autliorities  of  this  life  being  a 
l^ion  for  the  npxt:  fothat  we  (halL-Aill 
G^PtttLof  ienfation  to  fupply.  us  with 
s^enc*  ahd  though  cor  new  fcnfes 
mtiWf  different  from  thoiie  we -now  poilcfi^dili 
med  not  diftutb  us,  for  having  an  idea 
fation  to  work  upon,  we  do  hot  warn  a 
whereon  to  fix  our  idea  of  enjoymenL  A 
born  blind  can  form  no  conception  of  the 
fuTcs  we  know  are  received  by  fight, 
can  a  child  in  the  womb  of  the  various 
nients  in  life,  nor  yet  an  infant  of  moft 
taftes  and  gratifications  belonging  ta^i 
thus  we  have  experience  of  creatucescaj 
to  receive  plcafures  upon  a  chapge  .in 
gansi  of  which  they  are  not  now  cap 

fonni 
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forming  any  dlftinft  idea ;  which  may  help  us 
to  comprehend  the  eaficr,  how  we  may  ftiU 
find  matter  to  occupy  us  in  the  ufe  of  new 
fenfes,  unknown  to  mortal  man. 

Nevcrthelefs  for  a  further  aid  to  our  imagi- 
nation) it  has  been  common  to  employ  fcnfible 
images  for  figuring  the  condition  we  may  ftand 
in:  but  fince  feme  people  have  ftumbled  at 
the  defcriptions  of  angels  with  wing?,  or  crea- 
tures (haped  and  fized  like  ourfelves  whether 
with  grofs  bodies  or  flimfy  unfoiid  textures, 
if  they  find  the  vehicular  hypothefis  better 
fuiced  to  their  tafte,  they  are  welcome  to  the 
fuggeftions  I  have  offered  concerning  it ;  onU'  lee 
them  not  be  mortified  at  their  minutenefs,  for 
we  judge  of  magnitude  by  ourfelves,  children 
think  grown  perfons  huge  creatures,  and  wc 
call  chem  little  creatures ;  whatever  diminutive 
fize  wc  miay  be  reduced  to,  no  doubt  we  Ihill 
efteem  ourfelves  proper  perfons ;  if  a  thoufand 
of  us  can  creep  into  a  grain  of  corn,  we  (hall  not 
fancy  oorfclves  mites  for  all  that,  but  the  corn 
fwoln  into  an  enormous  mountain,  abounding 
with  fpacious  caverns  where  we  may  ramble 
about  commodibuily. 

12.  Yet  how  difficult  foever  we  find  it  ro 
form  a  clear  idea  of  pleafure  in  theabftrad,  no- 
thing is  moreeafy  than  to  apprehend  pain  and 
uneafinefs  without  any  particular  objedt  where- 
with to  concrete  them  j  which  makes  imagina- 
tion fo  prone  to  forebode  mifchief  in  uncertainty, 
C  c  bcintj 
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being  then  reduced  to  abftrafUona  it  can  reaiSly 
find  the  idea  of  pain  among  them  but  nocl^iqg 
to  councerballaiice  it.  But  pain  cannot  beijill 
without  Tome  agent  to  hurt  us,  and  fbqae  oigpf) 
to  convey  the  hurt ;  for  a  man  whofe  kaSd 
are  flupified,  is  incapable  of  receiving  wj^ 
ivhich  (hows  that  pain  is  in  its  nature  as  Ifldf 
fitted  for  an  abftrad;  idea,  as  enjoyment,  tt^ 
our  being  able  to  conceive  it  more  readily  imi|| 
be  owing  to  cuftom,  which  makes  the  haidc| 
things  eafy,  from  whence  we  may  gather  cbt 
couragement  to  try  whether  by  prudently  h* 
bituating  our  minds  to  the  thought,  we  niww 
attain  a  lively  conception  of  happinefs  too  ioik 
abftradt,  without  knowledge  of  any  partinte 
fpecies  of  enjoyments  whereof  it  is  to  cotffifti 
for  this  is  a  more  defirable  perfuafion  than  thttdf 
the  Vehicles  or  Mundane  ^Soul,  which  tbMIJb 
to  me  appearing  a  very  probable  bjrpoAllil 
ftill  is  but  hypothefis.  .*,. 

If  we  proceed  to  examine  how  we 
fall  into  the  practice  of  abftrading  ptia 
her  tlian    pleafure,    we   may    perceive 
troduced  by  the  narrownefs  of  our  defifipi 
fining  us  to   their  feveral  objeds ; 
when  a  pleafure  is  propofed,  we  are 
learn  fomething  particular  about  it  that 
know  whether  it  be  fuitable  to  our  taft^ 
we  would  not  give  a  farthing  for  it  :  buft 
eaiinels  is  dilguftful  co  us,  therefore  virl 
threatens,  wc  do  not  ufe  to  cnquicc  I 
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what  fpccies  it  Is  of  before  we  feel  an  averfion 
CO  it.  Then  our  enjoyments  for  the  moft  part 
require  a  long  train  of  mcafures  to  be  taken  be- 
forehaiid  for  their  procurement,  which  muft 
be  laid  upon  confideration  of  the  particular 
fources  from  whence  the;^ are  to  be  had;  the 
fteps  by  which  we  advance  towards  them  b^- 
Dome  themfelves  pleafani  ta  the  thought,  whch 
commonly  loves  to  run  in  that  channel,  and 
perhaps  receives  a  larger  fum  of  amufement  in 
profecution  of  them,  than  from  thcpleafure  at  ^ 
the  end*  But  mifchiefs  furround.  us  on  all 
quarters,  fo  ic  is  neceffary  to  keep  up  a  general . 
caution  ready  to  take  alarm  againft  whatever  • 
danger  approaches:  if  twenty  pleafures  offer,. 
wc  fix  upon  one  in  preference  to  all  the  re^,  if 
twenty  evils  threaten  us,  we  want  to  efcape 
ihcmall;  we  hunt  about  for  the  fources  of 
pleafure  when  they  do  not  prefcnt  of  their  own 
iccord,  but  we  do  not  choofe  to  think  on  the 
:aufes  of  uneafmefs,  unlefs  when  needful  to 
guard  againfl  them. 

But  the  fame  caution  which  is  our  (afeguard 
bcre,  can  do  us  no  fervice  when  we  have  new 
MTgans  and  a  new  fct  of  objects  to  deal  with ; 
for  we  know  not  what  dangers  to  watch  for, 
nor  what  to  take  alarm  at,  therefore  may  fafely 
dticard  our  fearful  nefs  as  being  wholly  una  vail* 
ing :  and  having  obferved  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded, namely,  from  the  narrownefs  of  our  1 
dolires,  this  will  point  ouc  one  way  of  curing;,iitk>^ 
c  c  2  I  have 
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I  have  before  recommended  the  multiply  tog  oor 
defires  as  much  as  poflible,  driving  to  be  pleafid 
with  every  thing  and  to  poflefti  a  conteottd 
mind,  which  is  always  a  happy  mind  in  citr|f 


fuuation :  if  we  have  pradtifcd  this  methodi 
we  iliall  gain  a  more  general  and  abdraS  idea 
of  pleafure,  not  confined  to  a  few  partirobr 
fpecies  of  it,  and  become  lefs  apt  to  take  alarm 
meerly  from  the  uncertainty  of  our  profped, 
without  feme  apparent  ground  making  it  pni« 
dent  fo  to  do. 

And  in  order  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  that  a  ftite 
of  uncertainty  is  not  neceiTarily  a  ftate  of  terror, 
we  may  confiderthat  children  and  animak  hate 
no  forefighc  of  the  pleafures  and  pains  that  wSl 
befal  them:  but  you  will  fay,  they  have  do 
fenfe  of  danger  nor  knowledge  of  the  accidentl 
whereto  they  are  liable ;  true,  but  we  who  do 
know  they  are  fo  liable,  yet  are  not  affrighied 
for  them  upon  the  meer  uncertainty^  onlefswc 
fee  fome  particular  danger  impending.  We 
may  rcfle<ft  likcwife  that  we  have  never  yet  li^ed 
in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  fecurity,  but  know  oof* 
felves  continually  liable  to  dangers  and  change! 
of  lituarion,  of  which  we  can  liave  no  clear 
apprehenfion  what  they  may  produce,  yet  haw 
been  able  to  polfefs  our  minds  in  tranquillity, 
notwithftanding :  from  whence  we  may  leafil 
to  familiiuizeour  thoughts  to  a  dependent  ilp» 
on  fortune  in  matters  whereof  we 
given  us  to  help  ourfelves.     For . 
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to  U8  chance  or  fortune»  is  indred'a  regular  fe- 
ric$  of  ca^fes,  bound  up  in  one  fyftem  with  the 
laws  of  nature :  and  we  (ee  how  nalture  provides 
fuitabie  accommodations  for  every  fpecies  of 
animals  as  foon  as  fhe  brings  them  into  life,  by 
which  experience  duly  attended  to  we  may  turn 
our  uncertainty  into  an  aflurance,  that  what*^ 
ever  our  wants  and  capacities  (hall  be  in  the 
next  ftate  of  life,  (he  has  made  the  like  provi* 
fioh  for  our  fuitabie  accommodation  there. 

Nor  need  we  fancy  our  being  left  uncertain 
with  refpcft'  to  what  particular  fenfations,  ob- 
jc£ls,  and  employments  will  be  affigned  us,  as 
an  effcdt  of  difkindnefs ;  for  if  we  had  fuch 
particular  knowledge,  it  mud  interrupt  us  ia 
the  duties  of  our  ftation,  we  (hould  be  perpe- 
tually ruminating  on  the  fcenes  before  us  inftead 
of  attending  to  the  bufinefs  in  hand,  and  upon 
any  little  diftafte  might  be  tempted  to  end  bur 
lives  before  the  appointed  time :  therefore  it  is 
a  bleffing  that  we  are  allowed  no  further  ihfighd 
into  futurity  than  to  dif::ern  that  our  condition 
there  depends  upon  the  prudent  management  of 
our  own  trueft  interefts.  and  thofc  of  our  fel- 
low creatures,  upon  earth :  this  is  enough,  if 
borne  enough  in  mind,  to  keep  us  (leady  in  our 
proper  occupation  here,  and  open  an  exhilamc-' 
iog  though  indiftindt  profpedt  of  an  hereafter.    ' 

13.  By  fuch  confiderations  we  can  eaflly  fa- 
tisfy  our  minds  for  a  feafon,  but  the  difficulty 
lies  in  preferving  the  vigour  of  their  influence 

c  c  3  unim- 
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unimpaired  at  all  iqif9aiB|  fqt  ikva  alv  iMi 
wherein  we  find  ourfeli^cs  vccy .  i^pt*  'lca^fii%ift 
the  jttftnefs  of  our  former  reafopvigjk  Par  iril 
often  hang  on  a  dead  weight  of  pr€|udi0^  • 
well  as  hope:  what  we  eargcrly  wifh^  WMI 
Ij^elieve  upon  no  foundation  i  and  what  vMk f^ 
heaicntly  dread,^  appears  a  certain  «vU  jrUi 
there  remains  a  pofiibility  of  imagining  iblfjl 
may  come.  In  this  cafe  we  commonly  iitt  aiVr 
felves  with  all  our  might  to  hunt  lor  arg^Blcall 
)n  fupport  of  our  terror,  and  imprefa  then  in 
flrongefl:  colours  upon  the  mind:  if  any.«p( 
goes  to  quiet  us,  we  expe£l  a  demonflra^ 
Uiat  (hall  force  upon  us  in  fpite  of  our  utiQO^ 
refinance,  a  glare  of  light  to  ftrike  through;^ 
eye-lids  when  we  (hut  them  againft  it.  Tli) 
partiality  of  fear  fprings  from  a  like  partill|| 
to  our  defireSy  and  our  indolence^  we  an-Cfgi 
fcibu&  of  having  made  hafty  decifions  eiAer  Hi* 
caufe  they  hunioured  our  wiihes,  or  ao  afjrill 
the  trouble  of  further  exanunation^  i|p||| 
brings  an  utter  difcrci^.  upon  oucjadgapill 
fo  that  we  can  never  tell  when  to  truft.^||i||| 
become  incredulous  by  knowing  that*  wl^ll 
always  been  too  credulous  before.  ^  7.^  ; 

Having  found  what  rai&s  this  barnar^lMlpl 
our  fears  rendring  tham  ii>acoc(Iil4e?  ^>k|4 
quarters^  it  behoves  us  to  guard  ;ag|MliA|^|| 
workings  of  indolence  and  partiality  of  4fi>li 
to  prevent  the  mifchief  that  will  be  viqpcjjF^Ml 
to  renoedy.    We  may  remember  thait  ahf  " 

certaMJ 


•  ■  J 
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certain ry  was  not  made  for  man,  and  Icarn  to 
content  ottrfelves  without  it ;  oar  cicarcft  evi- 
dences do  oot  give  iheir  full  luftre  at  once,  until 
we  have  examined  them  on  all  fides,  and  ob- 
ferved  what  other  evidences  there  may  be  to 
weaken  their  force:  as  our  bufmefs  lies  with 
probabilities,  it  will  be  needful  to  pradlife  the 
art  of  afccrtaining  their  degrees,  that  we  may 
become  expert  in  weighing   them  fairly,  and 

Riifcerning  when  there  isa  vifibleprepondcrjncy, 
f  we  have  inured  ourfelves  to  this  nncthod  io  as 
that  it  is  grown  habitual,  we  (hall  pils  no  Judge- 
ment upon  matters  we  do  not  undtrll.md,  and 
where  we  do  pafs  a  judgement  (ball  be  able  to 
confide  in  its  decifions  with  an  unrefervcd  af- 
lent  and  moral  aflu ranee  not  cafily  fufceptiblc 
of  doubts  and  mifgivings.  All  that  remains  to 
be  done  is  by  frequently  reviewing  the  deter- 
minations of  our  reafon  to  fix  them  ftrongly 
upon  the  imagination,  that  they  may  rife  there 
ijpontaneoufly  in  their  full  colours,  whenever 
wanted  j  whereby  conviftion  will  be  turned 
into  perfuafion,  and  if  it  were  upon  a  point  of 
importance,  will  become  an  article  of  Faith. 

But  faith  is  never  fo  ftedfaft  as  when  firft 
grounded  on  folid  rational  conviftion,  after 
having  ftood  the  teft  of  the  ftridcft  fcrutiny 
that  each  man  has  capacity  or  opportunity  to 
go  through :  therefore  one  fliould  be  defiroug 
to  have  the  reality  of  a  Providence,  that  corner 
ftone  of  all  faith,  fully  difcufTed,  and  every  ar- 
c  c  4  gumcnc 
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gument  that  can  be  ibggcfted  m  oppofitioBii 
it  fairly  eicamined,  that  there  may  taomm  wm 
fufpicion  of  our  having  bcea  drawn  inttiiil 
belief  of  it  by  the  torrent  of  cnftooi*  or  wm 
judgement  biatTed  by  a  fecret  partali^:  tm 
partiality  will  have  an  influence  here  as  wsSfli 
in  other  matters.  ^     ^^ 

Many  perfons  fond  of  an  oncontrolkd  S« 
bcrty  of  indulging  their  pafHonSp  have  hn 
drawn  into  the  difbelief  of  a  God  by  tliar 
earned  defire  that  there  were  none;  but  ihl 
Lucretian  comfort  is  none  to  me»  for  notti 
mention  that  the  profpeft  of  annihilatioQ  ^ 
pears  to  my  thinking  no  very  comfortable  pit£ 
fpedt,  nor  that  my  notion  of  che  individuallM 
of  every  perceptive  Being  is  utterly  repugiMP 
to  the  production  of  one  by  a  coalition  c^tni» 
perceptive  atoms,  I  fay,  ftepping  over  thefedi^ 
ficulties  and  fuppofing  it  demon  firatively  proTfldi 
that  a  certain  compoiition  of  matter  might  hc^ 
come  a  reafonable  creature,  I  fliould  notyaMl^. 
freed  from  my  fears,  nor  find  a  falve  for  4tfc# 
in  the  thoughts  of  annihilation.  For  I^ionkl 
prefume  that  whatever  power  bad  created  cm 
once,  might  create  me  again  after  being  anilK 
hilatcd  5  if  a  certain  lucky  aflbrtment  of  cor* 
pufcles  could  produce  me  into  being  before 
when  I  was  not  exiftent,  what  Should  hindop 
but  that  another  afTortment  may  produce  me 
from  non- exigence  into  being,  a  fccond  tioiel 
And  the  feveral  afforimcnts  working  "^" 


CKap.  37#    ^Hf      D^ath*  409 

may  be  very  different  for  ought  I  know,  far  I 
fee  ao  neceflary  connection  between  my  perfon- 
aliiy  and  any  particular  atoms,  or  particular  po- 
fition  of  them  among  one  another.  This  ccm- 
pofitjon,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  Edward 
Search,  might  have  conftimted  fome  other 
perfon  with  ftill  the  fame  material  fubflance, 
ihe  fame  texture  of  brain  and  fenfibility  of  or- 
ganSy  if  chance  had  fo  happened ;  in  this  cafe 
the  fame  Chapters  would  have  been  written, 
and  the  fame  enjoyment^  of  life  pafled  through, 
yet  I  fhould  have  had  no  Ihare  in  either,  but 
might  perhaps  have  not  been  at  all,  or  been 
fome  other  among  thofe  many  millions  of  com- 
pofitions  forming  men  and  animals,  each  hav- 
ing their  refpettive  perfonalities,  their  re- 
fpe^tive  volitions  and  feelings  diftinft  from 
thole  of  every  other.  In  like  manner  among 
thofe  innumerable  fentient  compofitions  which 
(hall  continue  to  be  formed  after  my  anni- 
hilation, what  aflurance  have  1  that  my  per- 
fonaliiy  may  not  be  annexed  to  fome  one  of 
ihem,  fo  that  I  may  become  a  Spaniih  negro,  a 
prifoner  in  the  inquifition,  a  toad,  an  adder  or 
fpider^  or  fomething  more  vile  and  miferable 
than  human  experience  has  yet  known,  or  ima- 
gination figured  ^  and  all  this  to  depend  upon  a 
blind  unfeeling  inconfiderate  chance;  which 
prefcnts  a  mofl  alarming  profpefti  involved  in 
darknefs,  uncertainty  and  h^ 

Therefore  it  appear!  to   me  an  utrcamly 
dciirabic  thing,  that  there  fhould  be  a  Provi^i 
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dence  extending  to  all  the  regbm  I  cm  pdk 

jibly  be  caft  upon  hereafter,  as  well  as,  tUll 

now  inhabit :  and  knowing  that  I  hate  titt 

prejacKce,  I  ftand  conftantly  ap6ii   my  gfMl 

againft  it,   left  it   (honfd  dtkW  tjoA'  to  adtt 

proofs  in   favour  of  what  I  wifh  tdo  hMf^ 

before  having  examined  them  to  the  botttxi^Ml 

given  a  fair  hearing  to   whafiever   ftiy  dM 

thoughts,,  or  the  ingenuity  of  dther'poffta 

may  fuggeft  in  oppofition.    Fori  want  folif 

in  a  ftock  of  folace  which  (hall  Aoc  hSX  Ml 

in  time  of  need:    my  reaibnings  1  canadtM^ 

peft  to  continue  when  the  weaknefs  of  diftaili 

per,  the  confternation  of  fome  fatal   inniilmil 

or  the  debilities  of  old  age  (hall  alarm  me  ifltk 

la  near  profpeA  of  my  end ;  fome  coodnilB 

from  my  farmer  reafonings  I  mdy  r€fMiii^eiAi|l 

teilling  to  have  my  confidence  io  tbetn  fiMi^plil 

ened  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  having    dMh 

them  with  the  utmoft  impartiality  arid  exaHiL 

This   confcioufnefs  I   apprehend  is-  id  tttlk 

body's  power  to  fecure,  for  thbOgh    aH  iMp 

not  the  fame  leifure  from  the  duties  df  iMft 

flation  to  purfue  their  examinati<Hi  equtf^f^ 

yet  all  may  proceed  with  care  and  inij 

fo  far  as  they   have  opportunities  t4^|jia^ 

if   they   cannot  dive  to    the    bottonoP 

felves,   they  may  confide    in-  the    f 

of   all    fober  and    judicious  perfoHsp- 

they  will  find  unanimous  opoii'thM 
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14.    The  diffidcfiCe  of  our  reafonings  pro- 
ds, I  apprehend,   dot    (o  much  ttotn  flaws 
lifcovered   ia  them,    as    from    ihe    want    of 
fars  wher<iwith  to  pairvt  ihc  r^'  r^.r^^..^  ^^^ 
ing,  from  them*  fo  as  ro  apj.  >  vifi-^ 

ca  our  iin$^gin4tion  i  for  they  lead  iatci  tuch 
rare  not  at  all  cooformable  to  our  expericoce> 
f9lF  the  fceiie^  exhibited  by  our  fenfes.  For 
iir  fetifes  being  the  fad  inlets  of  all  oor  know- 
|f^'>^  we  havii^  rccoucfe  to  tJieir  decifion  upon 
cuhies  wherever  we  can  (whence  Gome3 
16  fay iDgy  That  feeing  is  believing,)  and  be* 
ig.  contiaually  conveifant  wi;h. their  objeds 
re  find  a  difficulty  in  conceiving  an  idea, 
.i^  ootmadeup  of  materials  drawn  from 
• 

ith  U9^  not  feeing^  or  not  finding  a  thu^ 
hie  of  being  feea^  is  dilbelieving ;  whatever 
fuch  as  no  mani  has  bad  experience  of,  nor 
mi  eafily  be  reprefentcd  to  the  smaginationi 
iDems  a  vifion,  an  abfurdity,  a  nothing,  which 
10  proofs  can  fupport.  When  told  of  a  fuh- 
tance  we  think  it  muft  be  fomclhing  that  can 
^  fell,  for  common  language  appropriates  the 
epithet  Subilantial  to  things  for  their  hardneid 
ir  compatlneft,  therefore  we  fay  roaft  beef  is 
}ood  ftibdaniia!  food,  but  water  gruel  not;  and 
lence  it  appears  unintelligible  jargon  to  talk 
dl  a  fubilaace  that  is  not  the  objcd  of  any 
^nfe»  We  diftioguiih  the  perfooi  of  men  by 
bcir  outward  appearanoo,  and  by  their  char-» 

aScrt 
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adters  and  feotiments  dUcoTenble  in  tlnr 
looks,  words  and  adlions»  fo  have  no  MMaM 
of  a  perfon  feparated  from  all  tliofc  orguritf 
motion,  and  means  of  expreffion,  whcnif 
they  are  made  known  to  os.  We  fee  tt|| 
men  have  eyes  to  fee  with,  ears  to  hear,  m^ 
fingers  to  touch,  and  know  that  if  thene|| 
any  ob(lru£tion  in  thofe  avenoes  the  ib% 
tion  cannot  enter,  therefore  have  no 
prehenfion  how  there  can  be  perception 
out  any  of  thofe  inlets,  for  a  fizth  kak 
muft  be  an  extravagance  becaufe  no  bod^ 
ever  met  with,  or  heard  of  a  creatore  psCr 
feffing  it. 

We  can  fcarce  give  entrance  to  the  thrffl|pir 
of  a  Providence  working  impercertibly  wttrf* 
out  any  of  thofe  fenfible  operations  we 
in  all  our  performances:  we  want  to  iee 
appearances  giving    motion  to  mafiy 
to  hold  difcourfe  with  the  fecret  agent,  lo  flU. 
for  particular  events  at  our  pleafure,  or  at  iMft 
to  find  changes  made  in  matter  which  coulJjH! 
have  been  effeded  by  any  natural  powers.    0A 
.knowledge  of  nature  extends  no  funher-Aif. 
thofe  qualities  of  bodies  or  compofitkMMlpi 
bodies  falling  under  our  obfervance,  ft^fcrtfLi 
no  archetypes  from  whence  to  draw  the'idM|k.  i 
of  another  nature,  proceeding  by  difierem iHl/^ 
with    differently  qualified   materials;   bnC^ftjl^ 
thought  revolts    againft    every    fuggeftkMliHMF' 
this  fort  as  unnatural  and  fantaitic    •.  ^  V 

Nevertbekli 
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Ncvcrihelefs  the  fcnfes  themfelves  lead  us  tc 
he  knowledge  of  iomething  that  is  not  theirfj 
jhjed  if  we  lay  their  notices  together,  for  the 
sye  which  fees  can  hear  nothing,  the  ear  which 
hears  can  lee  nothing,   and  the  finger  which^J 
touches  can  neither  fee  nor  hear,  but  it  is  the 
fiitne  fomething  which  fees  and  hears  and  feels, , 
and  this  fomething  muft  be  diftinft  from  the 
organs  which  are  wholly  deftitute  of  each  others 
fenfations,  and  muft  be  a  real  fubftancc;  for 
what  is  not  fo,    can   no  more    feel,  than  be 
felt*     But  we  efteem  the  organs  parts  of  our- 
felvcs,   becaufe  we  can  have  no  perception  of 
ihcir  objcds   without  them  ;  no  more  can  I;j 
touch  the  ceiling  without  a  long  pole^  nor  fee  J 
the  fatellites  of  Jupiter  without  a  tclefcope  ;  yet 
I  never  think  them  pans  of  myfelf,  becaufe  I 
can  do  the   fame  by  taking  another  glafs,   or 
Without  either  if  I  could  be  raifed  up  near 
enough  to  the  objedls  ^  fo  that  which  is  capa- 
blc  of  perceiving  Iby  the  organs  I  now   have, 
may  as  well  be  capable  of  perceiving  by  other 
organs  wherewith  it  may  hereafter  be  inverted, 
or  perhaps  without   any  organs  at  all  if  the 
ob{e6ts  which  lie  at  a  diftance  without    Hdt 
ihc  body,  fliould  be  brought  within  the  fphere 
of  its  perception* 

Or  if  the  idea  of  a  purely  fpirltual  fubftancc 
be  too  thin  for  ni^^x^i nation  to  take  hold  on, 
We  may  eafier  c  ^  .end  what  is  not  impro^ 
hable  to  be  t^c  real  cafe,  that  we  have  a  minute 

hat 
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but  compleatly  formed  body  widiia  the  groftr 
fixed  in  the  center  of  our  nervei^^  like  ft  \^ 
ipinner  in  the  center  of  his  web,  who,  as  Pw^ 
fays,  feels  in  each  thread  and  Uves  along  iht  ^^^ 
with  this  difference  that  the  fpinner'e  w«b 
in  the  yielding  air  incapable  of  moleftiag  ij^' 
whereas  ours  runs  interwoven  among  the  Ml' 
bones,  the  fliff  mufcles  and  other  cuaMU 
parts,  which  yet  are  difpofed  in  fuch  wtfi 
derful  contrivance  as  not  to  hinder  or  obftraft 
its  vitH-atiuncles,  fo  that  notwichllanding  ihm 
incumbrance  we  (till  can  feel  in  each  thread,  ari 
live  along  the  line.  While  the  fpinner  ttxmm 
in  this  fituation,  perhaps  his  feniations  aUip 
pear  received  at  the  further  extremitiei  of  iHl 
threads,  he  lives  only  along  the  line  noi^|i|! 
ccives  himfelf  living  or  exifling  any  where  el  ^ 
yet  if  you  detach  him  from  thence  to  py|  fain 
upon  a  leaf,  you  can  ealily  imagine  how  k 
may  run  about  with  his  little  legs,  and  if- 
ccivc  variety  of  perceptions  without  any  of  htt 
threads. 

Then  if  we  confult    experience 
ing  the  phenomena  apparent  to  our  fcnfcs, 
will  inform  us  that  matter  cannot  begin  and 
operation   without  an   impulfe  received  from 
elkwhcrc;    for  nothing  is  fo  contrary  10  ex- 
perience as  that  a  (lone  (hould  jump  and  dinct 
about  of  itfelf,  without  any  imulfivc    force 
move  it ;   or  to  reafon,  as  that 
air,  of  fire,  or  circulating  jua 


als   0iould  do  the  fame  :  (he  likcwife  tells 

bai  bodies  by  ihcir  contrary  moiions  may, 

continually  do  dcftroy  one  another's  itn# 

fes»    but  can  never  renew  them,   that  wc 

rferlvcs  never  adt  without  motives  and  ideal 

ufcs  irnprcfled  upon  us  by  che  operations  of 

alter ;   therefore  that  all  the  action  we  behold 

round  us,  mud  derive  originally  from  fome 

thcr  Agent  than  matter,   orihe  fpirits  of  men. 

0   chat  as  on  touching  upon   fame   dcfolate 

nd  if  we  found  avenues  of  large  trees  and 

tns  of  buildings,  we  fliould  fay  we  faw  the 

nd  of  man  in  them,  although  the  men  whofc 

s  chey  were  had  been  gone  many  years 

^  in  like  manner  on  beholding  the  courfc 

aflfairs  in  this  world,   we  may  fay  with  equal 

opriety,  that  we  fee  the  finger  of  God  therein, 

though  we  know  not  at  what  remote  di(lance 

time   that   finger    gave  the  touch.     And 

ough  all   nature  ia  our  comprehenGon    be 

mprifed  in  the  properties  of  elementary  and 

her  bodies  coming  within  our  notice,  yet  be- 

ati?>fied  that  the  form  of  it  was  cftablifhed 

e  choice  dnd  energy  of  the  Firil  Caufci 

fcepis  no  great  difficulty  in  apprehending, 

he  fame  agent  may  have  eftabliOied  another 

re  wit*      '  :      :  '    and  machi- 

**  have  yet 


"^k  ro  run 

ind  (hen 

upon 
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upon  extraordinary  occafions»  we  mud  endo* 
vour  to.  habituate  and  familiarize  them  to  our 
thoughts,  that  they  may  occur  fpon taneou  fly  ic 
any  intervals  of  immerfion  among  feofible  ob* 
je^s,  yet  without  interruption  to  the  bufioeft 
in  hand;  which  is  a  branch  of  that  expertn^ 
and  eafe  mentioned  in  §  13  of  Chapter  XXI,  of 
interfperling  ferious  refledions  among  comtBoo 
tranfadions  without  folemnity  1  for  if  we  hate 
gained  thisfaculty,  we  may  find  many  opportuni- 
ties without  impediment  to  any  bufiners  m 
diveriion  going  forward,  to  caft  a  tranficnt 
thought  upon  the  probability  of  the  muhiccuks 
who  have  paifed  off  this  worldly  ftage»  umI 
particularly  our  own  departed  friends^  beingH 
that  inftant  as  deeply  engaged  tn  occupatiom 
fui table  to  their  fituation,  as  we  are.  By  fre^ 
quent  pra£lice  of  this  fort  we  may  loofen  ooc 
attachment  to  the  objefts  of  fenfe^  yet  ooC 
abate  that  attention  to  them  which  the  dutiet 
of  our  prefent  ftation  require,  but  inure  iqeu- 
gination  to  entertain  other  ideas  befides^  wfaicb 
then  will  not  appear  ftrange  nor  hard  of  coQ^ 
ception  in  feafbns,  when  we  fliall  want  them 
for  our  folace,  and  to  occupy  the  places  of 
fuch  as  would  only  fill  us  with  regret* 

15.  Yet  after  all  our  cares  there  may  ft3I 
remain  an  aptitude  of  certain   terrors  to  rife 
fpontaneoufly  we  know  not  why,  either  forced 
upon  us  by  the  impreflion  of  external  objaaai^ 
or  darting  up  mechanically  in  the  iQuq^ 
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rithouc  tVedi  grounds  of  alarm  to  the  under- 
ftanding.  For  the  fenfes  n^ny  times  aflfeft  the 
mind  by  an  immediate  operation :  beauty  in- 
clines to  love,  deformity  to  averfion,  naftincls 
fcts  our  flomachs  a  kecking,  elegance  and  adive 
fccnes  make  us  cheerful,  clofe  gloomy  caverns 
deje<^  our  fpiritSi  and  the  difcourGng  or  re- 
flexion upon  thofe  things  will  have  a  propor- 
tionable effe<5t.  So  the  appearance  of  graves 
or  ikeletons  or  any  thing  that  puts  us  in  mind  of 
death,  or  even  exprefllons  and  fingle  words 
relative  thereto,  ftrike  the  eye  and  ear  with  a 
fuddcn  horror,  though  not  foreboding  any  par* 
tkrular  danger  to  ourfelves. 

This  cfFed:  does  not  proceed  from  nature 
bat  from  early  cuftom,  our  fccond  nature,  for 
there  is  no  more  reafon  either  logical  or  phy- 
fiological  to  be  given,  why  the  fight  of  a  humaa 
flcoll  and  bones  in  a  charnel  houfe  (hould  (hock 
m  more  than  the  fight  of  a  calve's  head  or  pair 
of  marrow  bones  in  a  difli,  for  both  are  em- 
blems alike  fignificant  to  remind  us,  that  all 
animals  muft  die  ;  but  we  have  been  ufed  from 
our  infancy  to  be  affrighted  at  the  one,  and 
familiarized  to  the  other. 

When  the  wheels  of  inaagination  have  beea 
once  fctt  to  this  pUy,  they  will  renew  it  again 
of  their  own  accord  without  any  external  ap- 
pearance or  vlfible  caufe  to  put  them  a  going, 
^Yet  there  are  feveral  caufes  frequently  not  ad« 
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herfelf,  nror  be  reidy  to  think  ourfelves  undooe 
becaufe  cbe  fprings  of  our  machine  happen  to 
be  a  Iktledircompofed.  But  a  diforder  of  tHe 
maciunej  even  tn  the  organs  of  imagination, 
cannot  be  cured  by  arguments,  you  might  as 
Well  think  of  haranguing  a  man  out  of  a  fever, 
U  go  to  vanlfh  hl^  fcruples  aridng  from  that 
raufe  by  the  rcmonftrances  of  reafon :  the  pa - 
lieot  muft  help  himfelf,  and  fince  his  malady 
fprung  from  habit,  he  muft  try  to  acquire  a  con- 
irary  tiabit,  talcing  care  in  the  6rft  place  to 
avoid  every  occaJion  of  encouraging  the  old  one* 
Therefore  it  will  be  dangerous  to  deal  much 
writh  gloomy  writers,  tragical  reprcfentations  or 
doleful  tales,  or  10  converfc  with  pcrfons  that 
have  a  knack  of  giving  every  thing  a  melancholy 
turn,  or  to  indulge  a  humour  of  being  ruffled  at 
accidents  -,  for  there  is  a  near  affinity  between 
relation  and  fear,  the  habit  of  making  ourielves 
foon  uneafy  by  the  one,  will  render  us  more 
felcepcible  of  uneaGnelTes  from  the  other ;  as  oa 
the  contrary,  if  we  have  been  accuftomed  to 
^iTefs  our  minds  in  tranquillity  and  even  ten- 
lur  under  fome  fituations,  we  ftiall  the  readie; 
the  art  of  doing  the  like  under  the  reft. 

lever thelefs  it  is  but  a  temporary  expedient 

^Ihut  out  the  thought  of  our  terrors  or  try  to 

ittgh  them  off,  for  when  reduced  to  the  com** 

my  of  dod:or»  apothecary  and  nurfe,  we  Ihall 

»avc  no  ftomach  to  laugh,  nor  veil  to  cover  the 

icdions  which  then  wifl   force  in  uron  its : 
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therefore  the  abftinence  from  mehocboly  fob* 
]c€ts  I  recommended  juft  now  b  c»iilf  10  prcrai 
aggravations  of  our  diftempo'  |  as  for  thtt  di^ 
gree  of  malady  we  have  already,  ti  will  be  msti 
prudent  to  probe  it  to  the  bottom,  to  extiaM 
frequently  the  grounds  of  all  our  apprebenfiitf 
at  thebrighteft  calmed  feafons  ^boi  wedf 
do  it  imprtially,  that  tbey  may  not  ghMii 
double  (hock  in  coming  upon  us  by  forprilei  H 
(lore  up  carefully  whatever  comfortable  topid 
may  occur  or  be  fuggcfted,  imprcfling  thcmali 
ten  upon  the  imagination  until  it  becomes  hilik 
tuated  thereto,  to  catch  what  courage  wecsolf 
fympathy  and  imitation  from  fetch  as  hift  i( 
and  choofe  the  converfation  of  perfom  wife 
can  difcourfe  on  folemn  fubjedls  with  i^ 
oufnefs,  and  yet  with  tranquiUity  and  cheer* 
fulnefs. 

16.  The  laft  fource  of  terror  upon  quitiii^ 
this  mortal  ftage  is  that  of  an  after  reckootng } 
and  this  I  can  offer  no  folid  arguments  to  fe» 
move  where  there  is  juft  caufc  to  apprehend  it 
will  terminate  in  our  disfavour.  For  how  modi 
foever  I  have  fpoken  of  an  equality  among  il 
perceptive  creatures  upon  computation  made  of 
their  enjoyments  and  (ufFcrings  throughout  thi 
whole  extent  of  their  exiftcnce,  this  docs  not 
hinder  great  inequalities  in  the  feveral  (lagesrf 
it  J  and  the  ftagc  of  Being  we  arc  next  to  enltf 
uponi  may  have  a  du ration  ejcceedin^  nnr  nnmiau 


of  arithmetic*  which  makes  it  an  eternity  to  us, 
and  we  are  taught  to  look  upon  it  as  fuch  by 
the  heft  authorities:  if  there  be  a  third  life  dill 
beyond,  we  know  of  nothing  to  be  done  here 
for  afieding  our  condition  therein ;  fo  our  mo(i 
important  and  whole  concern  lies  with  that 
immediately  fucceeding  the*  prefent.  And  the 
only  way  to  remove  our  apprehcnfions  upon  this 
article,  is  by  a  rational  piety,  and  found  fenti* 
mcDts  Concerning  our  relation  to  God  and  our 
fellow  creaturis,  exemplified  in  the  pradice  of 
good  works,  to  remove  the  caufes  of  them  : 
for  though  Faith  or  an  habitual  right  difpofition 
of  mind  be  the  faving  principle,  yet  the  man 
who  pretends  to  have  fat  h  but  never  (hows  ic 
in  hi8  actions,  deceives  himfelf,  and  the  truth  is 
not  in  him. 

Neverthelefs  as  there  are  mifapprehenilons 
concerning  the  faving  Faith,  which  fometimes 
occafion  very  terrifying  fcruples,  I  (hall  offer  my 
idea  of  it,  which  whoever  plenfes  may  examine 
in  time  of  health,  making  fuch  alterations  and 
amendments  therein  as  he  fhall  find  reafonable^ 
and  (lore  in  mind  for  his  ufe  in  time  of  trial. 
This  Faith  then  I  apprehend  to  confid  in 
(bond  ientiments  of  the  divine  Attributes,  a 
firm  perfuafion  and  truft  in  the  goodnefs  of 
Gody  an  habitual  b^^nt  of  mind  to  refer  all 
ihii^s  ro  his  Glory  manifeded  in  the  happi- 
ne&  of  his  creatures,  or  a  hearty  difpofition 
|o  give  the  greater  good  a  preference  before 

P  d  3  private 


422  Death.  Ciwp.  ff; 

private  intcrcft,  appetite  and  pafliOD.  ftiM  i|b 
Scripture  language  coming  to  the  Father i  !»• 
gether  with  fuch  other  points  of  bdicf  tl 
ftand  fo  conne  ilcd  with  the  former,  that  it  cmi^ 
not  be  attained  nor  z6k  vigoroufly  viihoit 
them,  called  in  the  fame  bnguagc  ptiSlf 
through  the  Son. 

As  for  many  particulars  more  fimn||^ 
Aicklcd  for  in  the  Chriftian  world,  they  iMi 
to  me  no  parts  of  the  thing  we  are  dcfcribn^ 
but  whoever  believes  the  word  of  Chrift  H 
be  the  word  of  God,  and  that  by  carefUff 
exercifing  his  reafon  thereupon  he  (hallfilii 
a  fure  diredion  for  bringing  him  to  tbeFik 
ther,  needs  no  further  belief  unlefs  fuckil 
will  (Irengthen  and  keep  him  firm  in  this.  f$ 
I  have  obferved  in  the  Chapter  on  the  TilM 
that  thefe  are  the  remote  fundamentals  ^Mk 
ferve  like  gates  and  ramparts  to  proted  tm 
condud  into  the  efTentials :  in  a  fiege  dU  A| 
fighting  is  at  the  outworks,  which  as  TTTHtf 
(lands  circumftanced  it  is  neceflary  to  drfsj^ 
ftrenoufly  for  fake  of  the  city  within:  III 
having  no  intrlnfic  value,  it  is  likewiil  4|!^'' 
ceiTary  to  caft  a  greater  degree  of  awe^p 
facrednefs  upon  them,  becaufe  elfc  you 
make  the  plain  man  feniible  of  their  i| 
tance,  as  you  can  of  the  moral  and 
cal  virtues  which  have  a  worth  of  ibckx 
explainable  to  his  undcrdanding.  Bat  hoir 
and  prudential   focver    it  may   be  darioy 
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couiie  of  our  lives  to  exert  a  proper  vigour 
in  the  maintenance  of  ihcfc  remote  fundamen- 
tals, I  conceive  zeal  for  forms  and  ftaunch 
orthodoxy  no  folid  ground  of  comfort  in  the 
hour  of  death,  nor  of  defence  in  the  day  of 
judgement. 

I  (hall  remark  farther,  that  Faith,  whatever 
be  the  proper  objedt,  is  a  habit,  not  a  finglc 
aft  5  for  the  one  may  fubfiil  while  the  other 
cannot  be  exerted:  a  man  may  have  a  truo 
Jfondncfs  for  hunting  or  ether  divcrfion,  yet  find 
no  relifli  for  it  at  particular  times  when  his  fto- 
|:nach  is  full,  or  his  body  indifpofcd  ;  fo  he  may 
have  a  real  Faich  though  fcarce  able  to  make  4 
faint  cxercife  of  it,  through  fome  weaknefs  or 
indifpofition  of  his  organs,  therefore  had  better 
take  his  eflimate  from  the  tenour  of  his  pad 
conduct:,  than  from  the  prefent  colours  in  his 
imagination. 

But  who  can  have  the  teftimony  ofa  confcienct 
void  of  offence  ?  For  in  many  things  we  offend 
^11,  where  it  was  poffible  for  us  to  have  a£led 
better :  but  we  mufl  dininguiHi  between  what 
is  poffible,  and  what  is  practicable;  every 
failure  of  our  duty  mud  be  in  inAances  where 
it  was  in  cur  power  to  have  done  otherwifc,  for 
what  is  not  in  our  power  cannot  be  a  duty; 
j^ct  it  is  impracticable  in  this  vale  of  mortality 
conftan:!y  to  ufe  our  power  well,  fo  as  to  per- 
form an  iinfinirg  cbeJierxe  ;  th's  perfection 
h  Tzicz\cd  Lt  ihcic  v.ho  iV.ali  inherit  the  kirj^;- 
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dom  of  the  }uft,  and  be  coo^dettty  ixv«d  fnm 

the  original  finfuloefs  of  human  namre;  wi 
which  Hate  we  can  only  make  ibme  flKStii* 
vancts  here.  For,  as  ob&rved  in  the  Chapier 
on  Redemption,  we  are  none  of  os  complo^ 

faved  in  this  life,  having  not  attained  tb^  d^ 
rafter  of  perfect  endurance  and  fbrbeanMS 
which  mufl  put  us  into  poiTefiioa  of  ftlvatiai} 
yet  may  not  improperly  be  faid  to  be  fiived  bf 
being  entered  into  a  fure  way  that  will  coadoft 
us  thereto :  and  if  we  have  continually  ftrag^ 
with  our  inordinate  appetites,  and  been  ora^ 
come  by  them  only  by  furprize  or  throoghni* 
tural  imbecillity  without  deliberate  confeotcl 
the  mind,  and  have  a  fincere  love  of  reditodea 
a  thing  defirable  of  itfelf  without  regard  Mitt' 
punishments  efcaped  by  it,  there  is  no  canf^Kj 
be  affrighted ;  for  there  is  mercy  with  God  n 
well  as  juAice;  the  one  flows  voluntarily  from 
him,  but  the  other  is  drawn  by  the  extgcDda 
of  the  creation  :  and  I  hope  many  a  man  on 
have  the  tcftimony  of  his  confciencc  for  k 
much  as  this  amounts  to.  This  tellimony  wi 
find  the  fairer  reception  if  we  have  ufed  ottf* 
felves  to  an  opennefs  of  heart  and  willingneff  to 
think  well  of  other  perfons,  for  it  is  much  ctficr 
to  believe  that  God  is  good  to  many,  than  ro  1 
cholcn  few  I  but  the  rigorous  and  narrow  mni* 
ed  throw  fo  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  Cal* 
vation,  that  they  can  npvcr  be  fure  gCJ^^^fl^ 
furmounted  them,  tbeipielv«^'' "" 
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in  this  cafe  that  with  what  meafure  ye  mete,  ic 
fl)aU  be  meafured  to  you  again ;  and  I  believe- 
the  dodrine  of  the  ftrait  gate  as  vulgarly  undcr- 
Aood,  has  been  the  fource  of  many  difquie- 
iudes,  which  might  be  removed  by  the  expo- 
fition  given  in  the  Chapter  laft  cited,  yet  with- 
out abating  our  vigilance  and  induftry  in  flriv- 
ing  to  enter  it. 

If  there  ihould  Aill  remain  a  fufpicion  that 
being  on  our  departure,  but  in  the  road  tofal* 
vation  not  entirely  delivered  from  the  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature,  we  may  flill  continue  liable 
to  fomc  evils  and  fevcrc  exercifes  to  perfect  us 
compleatly,  let  us  coniider  that  we  (hall  at  leail 
be  delivered  from  thofe  troubles  which  opprefi 
U8  here ;  and  if  there  be  others  of  another  kind 
needful  to  be  gone  through,  we  may  be  con* 
tent  to  take  our  (hare  with  the  reft  of  our  fel- 
bw  travellers,  and  may  as  we  proceed  onward 
in  our  progrefs  be  able  to  bear  them  better  than 
any  we  have  fuftained  here  s  yet  not  with  the 
ftoical  prefumption  of  blunting  the  edge  of 
them  by  o^  fturdinefs,  for  evil  were  no  evil^ 
nor  could  anfwer  the  fecret  purpofes  rendering 
itnece0ary  to  be  fuffered,  if  the  mind  were  ib 
ileeled  as  not  to  feel  it,  but  confiding  in  the 
Goodnefs  of  God  that  he  will  lay  no  burden  up!> 
M  us  greater  than  we  (hall  be  able  to  bear. 

17.  I  have  DOW  done  my  heft  towards  un* 
nurdling  that  texture  of  tcirrors  which  render 
file  thoughts  of  death  fo  dreadfulj  and  pointing 

out 
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•Ml  lilt  tn{(i<  %  of  confideralion  by  wbich  we  nu% 
hiiMW  liiiw  l(»  (teal  With  thcmt  and  prevent 
\\w\\  ni«iiMKllii(i;  muong  ope  another  agaio.  Bat 
li'i  nil  iititii  cNpa'l  (o  hiid  a  cure  upon  ODce  gir- 
Ih4f  WW  \\\c  hraiinp,!  he  had  better  ufe  whalbp 
lv«»^  tuM%'  iiM  hinu  Kv  giving  Icope  tohiio«| 
ihou)^hu     loi   our  own  ima^aaftioiis  andcm 
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[broach  of  his  end,  he  may  think  It  fc^-ce  worth 
Pirhile  to  give  himfelf  much  trouble  or  mochta-^ 
crrupiiqn  to  the  cQurfe  of  his  pleafurea  for  fake 
3f  efcaping  fo  traofitory  aa  evil.  But  upoo  being 
pat  in  oiind  here  what  methods  and  habits  of 
J^inking  are  needful  to  fecure  him  quiet  in  the 
lay  of  danger,  he  ^^^ill  fee  that,  by  efcaping  a 
tranfienc  evil  he  will  attain  a  pofitive  and  iub« 
[tantial  good,  for  that  many  of  them  will  help 
him  to  pats  his  time  more  ufefully  and  iiitisfac- 
Lorily  in  this  world,  and  pronu>t&  his  interella 
in  the  next. 

For  our  abhorrencies  and  tormenting  paflions 
IS  well  as  the  foothing,  were  defigned  for  our 
benefit,  that  in  ftruggling  with  them  we  may 
Qot  only  deliver  ourfelves  from  their  tyranny^ 
but  gain  the  Spolia  opima,  the  richeft  fpoils^  in 
an  accefHon  of  flrength  to  our  fpi ritual  body 
from  the  conteft.  Fear  of  Death  was  given  to 
ttan  for  its  ufefulneis,  for  I  may  fiile  it  givea 
although  not  innate  but  the  child  of  cuftom, 
becaufe  the  courfe  of  affairs  in  the  moral  world 
which  introduced  the  cuftom  that  generated  ir, 
lay  under  the  difpofal  of  Providence,  and  it  has 
other  ufes  befides  thofe  anfwer^d  collaten^ly  ia 
the  endeavours  to  mafter  it.  It  is  commonly 
&id,  a  man  who  values  not  his  own  life  has 
every  other  man's  in  his  power,  fo  that  if  there 
were  not  a  fenfe  of  felf- prefer vation  which 
makes  the  law  formidable  by  its  cajHtal  pun'^fh- 
rnents,  there  could  be  no  order  nor  government, 

thp 
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the  namber  of  houfebreakcrs  and  bandied  nuft 
encreafe,  a  great  part  of  mankind  would  beoome 
favage  beads,  the  more  dangerous  bj  hoir 
much  they  have  the  more  cunning. 

The  dread  of  death  proves  likewife  fomelitde 
check  to  intemperance  when  the  excefles  of  k 
have  brought  them  into  apparent  danger,  k 
makes  them  companionate  to  ficknefi  and  aoci« 
dent  for  they  feldom  pity  another  for  the  toodh 
ach,  or  other  complaint  that  puts  the  life  to  no 
hazard,  to  (Irengthen  which  fympathizing  ton- 
per  is  the  ufe  of  burial  ceremonies,  and  it  poll 
the^giddy  upon  thoughts  of  Religion  and  anockr 
world,  which  would  never  enter  their  beidi 
amid  the  buftle  of  amufements  without  fim 
powerful  alarm  to  force  a  pafTage :  nor  is  k  Uh 
availing  to  any  body  fo  far  as  it  urges  himli 
exert  his  endeavours  to  overcome  it,  nut  If 
(hutting  his  eyey  againft  it,  for  this  it  mOR  t 
cowardly  flight  than  a  brave  coiiqueft,  but 
taking  the  proper  meafurcs  to  turn  the  dres 
objeft  into  a  harmlcfs  one.  The  cry 
mento  mori  is  generally  thought  a  dilmal  foui 
and  fo  indeed  it  is  become  through  theiodi 
tion  or  artifices  of  thofe  who  make  it  t^ 
in  fuch  manner  as  encreafes  the  natural  icr?t3cs 
of  makind,  that  they  may  govern  than  fbc 
more  eafily  in  the  confufednefs  of  their  mindw 
Hermits  and  holy  men  are  deicribed  Itgh 
over  dcath*$  heads,  fobbing  4n4 
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their  being  men  and  not  angels,  pra£ti(ing  aof- 
tcrities  and  felf*  denials  without  intermiffion. 

But  why  do  we  need  a  death's  head  for  a  me- 
mento, when  every  church-yard,  every  pro- 
bate of  a  will,  every  news-paper,  or  wall  of  a 
hundred  years  old,  nay  every  butcher's  or  poul- 
terer's (hop  we  pafs  by  might  do  as  well,  if  we 
turned  them  that  way  in  our  thoughts.  If  we 
perceive  a  ufe  in  any  particular  exercife  of  aufte* 
rity  or  felf-denial  either  for  our  future  eafe  in  this 
world)  or  preparation  for  the  next,  let  us  go 
through  it  manfully  in  God's  name,  with  a 
view  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained  thereby,  as 
we  encourage  ourfelves  to  any  other  laborious 
or  di&greeable  tafk  by  profpedt  of  the  profit  ex- 
pedant  therefrom;  but  why  need  we  affliiS: 
our  bodies,  only  to  dejecl  our  fpirits,  and 
double  the  horror  of  that  which  is  formidable 
enough  already  ? 

i8r  For  we  (hall  do  well  to  examine  the  ufes 
of  every  meafure  before  we  employ  it,  and 
know  why  we  wifli  to  keep  ourfelves  and  others 
condantly  in  mind  of  our  mortality  :  the  me- 
mento mori  ferves  firfl  to  (Irike  a  terror  upon 
the  tboughtlefs,  not  for  the  fake  of  tormenting 
them,  but  to  bring  them  into  a  habit  of  ferious 
confideration  ;  this  point  once  gained  the  me- 
mento deferves  flill  to  be  continued,  not  to  in- 
creaf^  their  terrors  which  now  are  become 
nccdlefi  having  already  anfwered  their  purpofe, 
but  with  a  contrary  view,  namely,  to  allay  them 


by  fo  famjliif  izitig  the  cl6\d6L  ta  their  tiita 
that  they  may  be  fobje^l  to  none  of  djofr 
diankal  aUnns  which  (hodc  with  fihctr  fiid 
iielsand  their  Arasgeneis,  and  b3r:00Dnd 
them  in  train  with  other  ligbticNne  objeAm 
(hall  cake  out  all  the  difmal  colours.  For 
pie  who  feldom  think  of  death,  wiieti  ft 
upon  it  can  think  of  nothing  elfe»  it  ft 
their  imagination;  whereas  whenuftdna 
refledion  it  overwhelms  with  no  conibled 
but  leaves  room  and  even  introduces  other  i 
of  more  pleafurable  afpe£t,  fo  that  thqf 
think  calmly  and  cheerfuily  while  thinkaigi 
lerioufly. 

Therefore  our  endeavours  ought  to  in 
make  the  memento  mori  a  memento  icpjj 
memento  vivcrc,  that  the  remembrance  of! 
being  to  die  may  fuggcft  a  retnembranee  d| 
being  to  be  born  into  ibme  other  ftate, 
the  manner  wherein  we  arc  to  lay  our  pi 
conduift  for  this  prefent  life.     For  which 
pofc  it  may  not  be  unfcrviccable  to  cot 
idea  of  an  Aion,  or  journey  through 
confifting  of  fe\eral  ftages  whereof  the 
through  this  vifiblc  world  is  one,  but  di 
into  the  under  ftages  of  geftaiion^  chil 
and  manhood. 

On  our  expulfion  from  the  womb  wc  left 
all  the  provifions  for  our  warmth,  for  our 
nance,  for  our  circulation,  neceffaii  •  '•  ** 
there:  in  that  llate  we  were  fbmi 
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ed  vvith  members  fitted  for  the  conveniencies  we 
now  find  in  them,  our  eyes  and  ears  and  curious 
organs  of  fenfe  were  fabricaced,  of  no  ufe  tons 
there  but  to  be  of  fignal  fervice  afterwards  ;  it 
iftay  beprefomcd  we  had  fome  pleafurable  fcn- 
fations,  fome  enjoyment  of  life,  and  fqme  pains 
which  prompted  to  many  little  motions  begin- 
ning that  fupplenefs  of  joints  and  agility  of  limbs 
from  whence  we  now  reap  fo  continual  advan- 
tage. In  our  childhood  we  were  lent  to  fchool  or 
apprenticeship,  or  fome  other  method  of  prepa- 
ration for  the  fucceeding  ftage  of  life,  for  I  fup- 
pole  nobody  who  was  aiTured  his  fon  could  not 
live  beyond  fourteen,  would  ever  think  of  fub- 
jeding  him  to  the  difcipline  of  a  fchool  ^  we 
had  our  holidays  and  amufements  allowed  us 
therCj  and  have  paflcd  our  time  agreeably,  in- 
fomnch  that  many  look  upon  that  as  the  hap- 
pieft  part  of  their  lives :  the  pleafures  permitted 
us  there,  were  not  only  compatible  with  our 
learning,  bat  had  their  ufcs  too  with  refpedt  to 
our  condition  of  manhood,  as  they  invigorated 
Our  health,  enlivened  our  fpirits,  and  whetted 
onr  fagacity  by  the  little  contrivances  we  prac- 
cifed  to  enhance  them. 

Thus  by  reflcdtion  on  the  ftages  we  have  al- 
ready pafled  through  as  parts  in  the  whole  line 
of  our  vifible  exiftcnce,  we  may  habituate  our 
minds  to  the  idea  of  this  too  being  the  part  of  a 
much  longer  line  to  run  on  through  many  cen- 
turies :  as  upon  what  paflTcd  with  us  before  birth 

depends 
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depends  our  conflitution,  our  natural  talcfiB» 
the  limbs,  mufcles  and  fibres  which  are  the  foie 
inftruments  of  our  a£tion  now,  and  what  pa^ 
with  us  under  the  fchoolaiafter,  fupplied  us  will 
the  degree  of  expertnefs  we  reap  the  benefit  d 
in  our  prefect  occupations  s  fo  it  ii  not  unlik^ 
that  what  pafles  with  us  now,  may  contriboie 
to  the  formation  of  organs  and  faculties  capabk 
of  being  employed  to  better  purpofe,  a  hunditl 
years  hence.  In  our  infancy  we  had  no  noika 
of  the  improvements  then  going  forward  for  our 
fubfequent  benefit,  and  in  our  youth  wc  coold 
have  little  more  in  profped  than  the  rulataml 
diredions  prefcribed,  without  difoerQiog  tbe 
expedience  of  them  ;  but  as  the  judgement  rip» 
we  can  difcover  grounds  for  the  communityiif 
interefls,  and  fee  that  our  proper  diredion  for 
attaining  a  good  unknown  in  the  remaioiifi 
Aage  of  our  Aion,  is  by  doing  apparent  good  U 
ourfelves  or  others,  great  or  fmall  as  opportuniffi 
ferves,  for  we  are  members  of  the  com  mi 
whofe  interefls  we  are  to  confult,  and  true  isr\ 
duftry  will  attend  to  little  profits  in  default 
greater,  be  it  only  of  a  prefent  amuf^^em  wbj(i| 
is  a  mire  added  to  the  (lock  of  happincfs, 

Ther;:fore   the    memento  is  ferviceable 
keeping  us  fteady  in  this  track,  that  wc  may 
run  a  gadding  after  our  fond  defires  wii 
confidering    whether    any  mifchievous 
quences  may  enfue.     For  if  by  help  of 
niter  wc  have  been  accudomed  to  carrj 
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fcrcnccs  to  the  glory  of  God  manifefted  in  ihe 
good  of  his  Cfcaiurcs,  and  to  receive  the  enjoy* 
iiicnts  of  life  as  the  bounties  of  a  gracious  Fa- 
ther indulgent  even  to  our  humours  when  they 
can  be  indulged  without  hurt,  (hould  any  body 
Jet  a  death's  head  before  us  while  buHed  in  our 
lawful  occupations  or  even  in  our  pleafures  that 
Ijave  had  licence  from  our  fobcr  judgcmenti  it 
would  be  fo  far  from  proving  an  interruption  or 
damping  of  them,  that  we  might  be  ready  to 
<ay.  This  is  nothing  new  to  me>  for  this  I  had 
in  my  thoughts  before  when  laying  the  plan  I 
am  now  purfuing* 

19,  Whoever  oncereflefts  that  the  irnprove* 
ments  needful  for  his  well  being  in  the  remain- 
ing part  of  his  Aion,  are  not  to  be  worked  by 
finglcadts,  but  an  habitual  turn  of  feotiment, 
»nd  coniiders  how  much  attention  and  pcrfc- 
Verance  are  requifue  to  gain  a  habit,  wilf  not 
-care  to  lofe  fight  of  his  memento,  left  he 
fhould  thereby  lofe  all  his  opportunities  till  the 
laft  moments,  when  there  will  not  be  time  for 
the  bufinefs  he  has  to  do ;  for  if  he  delays  at 
nil,  there  is  great  chance  he  will  delay  till  then, 
Procraftinailon  is  a  habit  which  like  other  ha- 
bits gathers  ilrength  by  every  repeated  indul* 
gcrxc,  fo  tliat  if  you  put  off  your  work  to  day, 
you  will  ftand  more  inclined  to  put  it  off  10- 
tftoTtow,  Not  that  1  or  any  body  will  iicny, 
^bat  a  habit  tnay  be  broken  or  created  by  one 
flolent  Impulfe  of  fomeihi||^^^Uiig  Arongly 

upon 
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upon  the  imagination:  a  burnt  child  dreads tlte 
fire,  being  cured  once  for  aU  of  the  habkrf 
.playing  with  it:  but  this  very  rarely  happen^ 
and  is  never  to  be  depended  on  upon  fevcnl  I6» 
counts. 

For  there  is  great  hazard  of  haTiog  bo  op* 
portunity  in  the  iaft  monients:  many  are  cutdF 
by  mdden  accidents^  apoplexies^  palfies^andoifaGf 
diiorders  giving  no  warning ;  others  will  not  tile 
warning  Aill  flattering  themidvcs  to  thetaft,  or 
being  flattered  by  their  attendants  with  hopa  of 
g  recovery ;  mod  diftempers  comcaccompaucd 
with  pai:is  and  bodily  uneafineflefs  whidiaH 
grofs  the  whole  attention,  or  if  the  body  be  idle- 
rably  quiet,  they  darken  and  weaken  the  &aA> 
ties  of  the  mind :  fo  that  perhaps  there  k  WH 
one  in  a  hundred  who  on  the  hil  day  of  tUt 
prel'ent  flage,  have  it  in  their  power  to  (k 
thing  eficftually  for  their  advantage  in  the 
And  if  an  opportunity  be  afforded  it  Is  geoeraSf' 
wrelicd  away  again  by  ochcr  engageoientf,  thi 
care  ot  lettling  temporal  affairs,  the  foilkitu^ 
for  d^^ilitutc  children,  the  vexation  of  ibbeoiEA 
broken  oil'  abruptly,  the  memento  now 
in  wirh  a  fudde.i  iliock  and  app^Lfwg  in  4 
v\hU  ftrargcncfs,  fo  confufe  the  mind,  tluf 
has  no  judgement  nor  calmkii  to  talie  cv 
her  own  ccnceras.  g^ 

But  fuppofil^  filfil      1^1  C2& 
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fevcry  thing  elfc  you  can  wifii  but  have  ho  rca- 
fbri   to  cxpefli  how  can  you  be  fccure  that  your 
ttpcnrancc  %vill  bcfinccrc,  that  it  will  beatriie 
tnetihoia>  a  thorough  change  of  fcnnnaents  and 
defires?  For  when  dcftruftion  hangs  09cr  you 
Juft  ready  to  feize,  your  forrow  may  be  attrition- 
oiily,  not  contrition,  an  abhorrence  of  the  punifli- 
Went,  not  of  thb  courfcs  leading  into  it,  with 
dut  a  fpark  of  love  to  God  but  in  fertile  fab* 
miffion  and   dread  of  his  vengeance,    withotic 
any  inclination   to  virtue,  though  you  wilh  ar- 
dently to  have  followed  it  bccaufe  you  wi(h  to 
fcfcape  the  mtfchtefs  that  niight  have  been  pre* 
%emed  thereby.     For  though  fear  be  the  begin- 
fiing  of  wifdom  it  is  not  perfeft  fo  as  to  anfwet 
finy  good  ]>Urpofe,  until   the  averfion  firft  be* 
longing  to  the  obje<fl  of  fear  is  compleatly  ffanf- 
fcrrcd  upon  Works  of  folly,  and  larned  into  a 
iicany  dcfire  of  v^ifdom  >  but  you  can  never  be 
certain  it  is  fo,  until  you  have  had  experience 
of  the  aver  Con  and  defsre    fubft  fling   at  limes 
^^hen  the  terrible  objeft  was  not  held  in  con^ 
tctnplaiion* 

^^verrhMefs  there  is  a  veork  peculiarly  proper 

hovt  of  death  if  it  be  fo  circumftanced 
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would  not  beftir  himfelf  in  a  matter  of  the  utmafi 
importAncc  fo  long  as  tbtre  is  a  poQibility  thit 
he  may  fuccced.     Some  addi£lcd  to  hard  dnok* 
ing  have  cared  themfclves  of  it  by  one  ftroog 
rcfolution  upon  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  it  brcyojgtx 
upon  their  health,  orhers  have  got  rid  of  a  food 
patfion  of  love  in  like  manner  by  a  lively  repft* 
fentation   of  the  mifchicfs  attending  it ;  auaj 
have  been  turned   by  an  alarming  diOecnper 
from  a  courfe  of  diHolaienef^  and  mdulgencc, 
10  fobriety  and  regularity,  never  aftcrwardi  to 
be  parted  from  ;  and  the  great  Saint  Paul  wai 
converted  from  a  pcrfecutor  to  an  apoftJc  bv  a 
firight:  if  thefe  perfons  had  beeo  oiled 
immediately  after  their  change,  we  cannot  doubl 
but  God  would  have  numbered  them  amcif 
the  righteous,  and  that  be  didfo  in  one  inf 
the  trite  example  of  r^^-  ^nltcnt  thief  is  an  evi- 
dence.    Vet  this  poi  .,  which   had  better 
be  treated  with  the  contempt  it  dcfcrves  \ 
xft  have  length  of  time  tod  fairer  opportu 
before  U!t,  thai  we  may  not  be  tempted  to  org- 
ket  *^-"  for  fuchaflender  depoide 
it^           ..  by  bcii^  oi^nffied  imo  ^   . 
ce  to  bim,  wbo  is  reduced  to  i 


in 


re  it  is  rightly  done  by  fuch  m  arc< 
U|ion  tbele  occabon$  to  preach 
c«ii<brt  aod  hope  to^  the  puknt  hoax 
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compofarc  over  his  thoughts,  which  will  give 
him  the  fuller  and  better  ufe  of  them:  and 
if  he  can  be  brought  to  fufpend  his  terrors  and 
feel  an  immediate  fatisfadtion  in  the  topics  fug- 
gefted  to  him,  this  may  make  him  fee  the  va- 
nity of  fcnfual  pleafures  or  wordly  purfuits  and 
the  defirablenefs  of  good  fentimcnts,  which  will 
go  a  great  way  towards  infufing  them  with  the 
force  of  a  habit,  and  efFedting  that  thorough 
mctanoia  which  is  the  one  thin^  needful. 

20.  Nor  need  the  laft  hour  pafs  unemployed 
with  thofe  who  have  fpent  many  preceding 
hours  with  a  view  to  that :  their  bodily  pains 
and  uncaGnefles,  or  if  perhaps  they  have  fome. 
mechanical  tremors  of  mind  they  piay  confidcr 
as  throws  of  the  new  birth  introducing  them 
into  another  world  more  commodious  than  this, 
and  with  a  more  agile  better  conftitutioned  bo- ^ 
dy,  which  whether  they  fancy  it  will  be  fix 
feet  high  or  the  thoufandth  part  of  an  inch  it  is 
no  matter,  fo  as  ic  be  a  fpiritual  body  making 
them  almod  purely  rational  creatures  with  very 
little  of  the  fcnfitive,  no  more  than  can  be  well 
managed  by  the  fuperior  faculties.  They  wHL 
regard  this  as  a  lad  labour  finifhing  the  work 
they  had  to  do  here,  and  if  there  be  any  work , 
to  do  hereafter  it  will  be  rendred  eafy  and  fure 
of  fuccefs  by  what  they  have  done  here,  for 
thisjife  only  is  a  ftate  of  probation,  the  next  a 
ftate  of  certainty  and  uninterrupted  progrefs  to- 
tvards  pcrfedtion.     They  know  that  habits  are 

E  e  3  ftirength- 
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flrengthened  by  fingle  ads,  andtbc.bcncfictlNIL 
now  find  in  the  good  fentiments  they  have  beat 
habituated  to  by  their  foroier  condui(£t  wU)  oh 
courage  them  to  expert  the  like  benefit  u(  fo- 
turiry  from  luch  a&s  of  patience,  tranquilliC|| 
refignation  and  trufi  in  the  divine  goodoe^  a| 
they  are  able  to  exercife. 

If  they  have  been  always  taught  to  lock  opM 
the  favours  ot  heaven  as  obtained  by  interei^  k 
is  not  a  time  now  to  deal  in  argumentatioas^ 
they  niuft  avail  themfelves  of  fuch  ideas  as  they 
find  in  their  polTenion,  but  they  cannot  hjiTCa. 
better  patron  than  their  Redeemer,  to  wbon 
they  may  refort  diredly  without  needirsgatn©^ 
trodudion  or  other  pafsport  befidc  a  fiooOT 
love  of  rightcoufnefs,  and  true  cordiality  fof 
their  fellow  members  of  his  body,  which  be 
has  made  the  fole  conditions  of  his  interccffion. 
Or  if  they  regard  his.  million  and  facrificc  as  the 
fole  neceflary  means  leading  mankind  inio  tint 
rightcoufneis  which  will  maj?e  them,  accepubk 
to  the  Father  without  any  intereft*  and  refloft 
that  they  attained  what  degree  of  righteoufjicfi 
they  have  by  adherence  to  the  doftrin^s^  iafli- 
tutions-and  inftruftions  delivered  from  him,  thb 
will  confirm  their  dependence  on  him  for  \k 
furiiicr  aid  in  their  new  ftate  of  Being  :  and  ih< 
fignal  interpofitions  of  God  in  his  fecond  anJ 
third  Perfons  to  refcue  the  human  race  from  lU,, 
cciruption  of  their  nat.ure,  will  be 
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xid  experimental  proof  of  hit  care  over  thera 
ihraughout  all  the  ftages  of  their  cxiftence. 

To  which  may  be  added  another  evidence 
fpringing  from  the  contcmplailon  of  this  world, 
for  their  oppennefs  of  heart  and  well  wirtiing 
eye,  quick  at  dcfcrying  profperities  and  enjoy- 
ments every  where  which  muft  have  difcovcred 
to  them  a  copious  flood  of  bounty  poured  on 
man  and  animal,  repiile  and  infe<ft,  wherein 
themfclc'cs  likewiie  have  had  a  (hare,  will  have 
familiarii&cd  them  to  the  expc<5lation  of  a  nature 
and  courfc  of  events  cJled  fortune,  together 
with  divine  interpofitions  if  there  be  vacancies 
left  requiring  ihcm  in  that  part  of  the  univerfal 
plan  refpcfting  other  worlds,  not  Icfs  beneficient 
and  gracious  than  thofe  whereby  fublunary  af- 
fairs have  been  conduced. 

Thcfe  reflcftions  inducing  a  ferenity  of  minA 
and  acqurefcence  in  the  fummons  whether  given 
by  the  call  of  nature  or  of  accident,  they  need 
not  want  employment  in  ruminating  on  fuch 
found  fentiments  concerning  the  divit\e  Attri- 
butes and  government  of  Providence,  as  having 
been  deeply  inculcated  by  their  former  rcafon- 
ings  and  a  conduit  conformable  thereto  are  be- 
come  firm  pcrfuafions  or  articles  of  faith.  To 
which  may  be  added  any  little  kind  offices  of 
charity  which  occur  reiidily  without  follici- 
tudc,  10  hunt  for  them,  and  can  be  performed 
without  much  eaecrtion*  But  I  do  not  meaa 
leaving  legacies  to  pious  uic%  for  this  is  not 
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To  much  giving  as  compelling  executors  to 
give,  but  whatever  may  be  profitable  whc* 
ihcr  by  way  of  admonition  or  example  to 
othcr$  who  ftay  behiad.  For  the  fole<  -  " 
the  fcciie  makes  eycry  little  objctl 
ftrong  imprcflion,  not  prefenily  to  be 
fo  that  a  fingle  wordi  a  gcflurei  or  com  po fare 
of  countcnarxe  of  a  dying  perfon  may  do  fig- 
nal  fervice  to  the  b>  ftanders,  or  others  to  whom 
they  report  it.  And  charity  being  the  fulfilling 
both  of  law  and  gofiiel,  the  beft  ruling  principle 
to  gcidc  the  condu<Sof  our  lives^  the  only  o^e 
of  the  three  virtues  which  will  bear  us  com- 
pany into  the  other  world,  we  cannot  end  mt 
coorfe  in  this,]^better  thai)  b^  an  a€l  of  Cha* 
rity. 
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to  me,  who,  wan  ring  that  readinefs  of  thought 
and  cxpreflion  which  many  people  have  at 
command,  found  great  difficulty  in  coUefting 
and  digcfting  my  matter,  drawing  out  the 
threads  of  argumentation,  preventing  them  from 
entangling,  guarding  agaiuft  mifapprehenfions, 
and  againll  giving  occafion  for  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  my  words  which  I  never  intended* 
The  women  generally  end  their  letters  with, 
Ejtcufe  miflakes  through  hade,  and  many  male 
aathors  aftedt  to  give  you  a  hint  that  they 
could  have  done  better  if  they  had  a  mind  or 
would  have  allowed  themielves  more  leifure: 
but  I  happen  not  to  be  of  a  humour  to  defirc 
excufe  for  midakes  through  hade,  I  had  ra- 
ther the  Reader  fliould  ftand  fatisfied  of  my 
care  and  honeft  zeal  in  his  fcrvice  though  at 
the  cxpencc  of  my  abilities,  and  believe  where 
be  fees  a  blemiili,   that  I   (hould  have  done 

tr,  if  I  had  known  how.     For  of  how  little 

^portance  foever  this  attempt  may  prove,  sc 

fccmed  the  moft  important  1  was  qualified  to 

undertake^   and   I  have    laid   down  all  along 

that  it  is  not  fo  much  the  fignificancy  of  the 

affigned,  as  the  juft   and  diligent  perfor- 

ce  of-  it  that  merits  a  plaudit. 
Having  this  teftlmony  of  my  own  con- 
fcicnce,  I  may  now  make  holiday  with  a  quiet 
mind,  and  with  the  fame  joy  as  a  workman 
upon  having  finifhed  his  taflc  before  the  even- 
irig  of  his  day  is  quiic   fpcntj  but  my  plea- 

furc 
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Itee  if  coDfideraUy  abated  by  finding  the  pcr- 
fwfnaoco  fall  (hort  c^  the  idea  prcconcetved  at  . 
CACfiag  iipoQ  it.    Nevertbole(6  I  may  comfiact 
myftlf-  with  this  being  a  common  accident  hap- 
pening to  thouiands  befides  myfelf :  the  pro* 
]e4^  of  ambition,   the  contrivances  of  avarice, 
almc^  all  the  fcheoties  of  life  whether  in  great 
dofigna  or  fmaU*  promifc  more  than  they  per- 
fqrma  not  only  by  rubs  falling  in  tlie  way,  but 
wbea  fiifieffcd  to  take  their  couric  they  give 
gceater  expe^ation  io  the  embryo,    thaiilatif- 
iift^iion  io  their  full  maturity.   And  it  is  neceflary 
they  (hpuld  do  {oy  that  the  buiinefs  of  the 
world  may  go  currently  forward,  for  our  indo- 
cnca  is  fo  lum|>i(h  that  ic  cannot  be  (tirrcd  un- 
le&  by  flattering   hopes;  we   will  not  work 
for    fmall  wages  and  do  not   deferve  great* 
therefore  when  Providence  has  any  little  fcrrvice 
ta  put  us  upon  we  are  permitted  to  magnify  it 
ii>  our  imaginaiion,  or  elfe  we  fhould  want 
ardor  to  exert  curfelves :  yet  when  the  toil  is 
over  it  is  quickly  forgotten,  like  the  pains  of 
a  woman   upon    her  delivery,    and  one  may 
reft  contented  with  a  lefs  favourable  fuccefs 
than  was  neceffary  for  urging  one  to  undergo 
it.     I  now  perceive  by  experience  that  my  de- 
fign  required  a  more  expert  and  maflerly  hand 
to  execute,   appearing  as  liere  managed  rather 
a  tifTue  of  feparate  eflays,  than  a  neat  ccmpad 
and    workman-like  compofition,   ftrengthcncd 
in  all  it  parts  by  their  mutual  dependence  and 

clear 
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clpar  conneiflipQ  ac^ong  one  anothqi  ya^  h^ft 
iV  fopQj^thing  of  a  Ihape  and  ^  >W^ro,  1^. 
twc?n  the  pciacipal  members. 

a,  My  aim  in  the  firft  Volume  was  to  bring 
men    acquainted  with   their  QVfn.  nature^   the 
frame  and  texture  of  theif  coropofition  confift- 
ing  of  a  perceiving,  part,  and  a  machinery  of  • 
organs  and  inftruments  to   ferve  its  ufcs;    to. 
diftinguilh  betweeafeconjdary  propeijtics  refult- 
ing  from  compofition,  and  the  prioMry  belong*> 
ing  feparately  to  the  parts,  which  arc  the  ioxxn- 1 
dation  of  the  other;  for  if  one  pf  tjic  wheels 
in  a  watch  were  changed  for  a  waxen  wheclii: 
ihc   watch  could  not   go  ;  to  obferve  that  a, 
compound  can  neither  a£t  nor  receive  action 
within  itfelf  unkfs  by  an  operation  of  fofneone* 
of  the   parts  upon  another,   for  in  all  a(3:ioa. 
there  mud  be  a  diftinft  agent  and  a  patient  %  aoii 
to  difcern  that   the  cpmmon   traniadions  of 
life,  each  whereof  we  are  obliged  for  conveoL 
ence  fake  to  efteeoi  one  entire  adtion,  are  dir. 
vifible  into  many  little  motions  or  aiSts  fuccce^-: 
ing  one  another  inftantaneouily,  one  coqipleal;ed( 
before  the  other  begins. 

The  next  enquiry  runs  upon  the.  caufes  of 
a^lion,  with  an  endeavour  to  (how^  that  the. 
mind  never  ftands  indifferent  to  operate  either  in 
her  great  or  fmall,  her  deliberate  or  fudden  mor 
tions  without  fome  view  however  tranfient  to. 
prompt  hers    that  this  view' always   contains. 

aa 


^ 

i 


tq  idei  of  her  own   immcckte 

Bodtr   wlttch  term  I  tike  IcaTe  Ibr 

iakc  to  comprehend  the  c£3]k  ^tsm 

but  chat  naked  fatisfa^oa  canooc  be  bad 

wiUiou:  feme  fecfaDOO,  or  other  pla&ie  idea 

CO  introduce  Ir,  which  thcrcfbre  ash 

the  motive  dciennining  to  cwrj  cicrdi  rf 

a£tiviry. 

It  fccmed  then  to  follow  in  order,  that  «t 
Ihoald  fearch  out  the  rife  of  our  ideal  from 
the  cwo  funds  of  fenfation  and  reBrf.  _a^  hem 
they  unite  into  combinanoos  s^  :  r^msfupp^ 
ing  us  thereby  wirh  ap?:.  .:  /fion?,  opioiflB|' 
aflents  and  judgtm- .s.  It  appeared  crpedieac 
likewife  to  diflinguifh  the  two  faculiies  of  inii^ 
gination  arid  underftanding,  the  former  the 
executive  power,  having  for  the  moft  pan 
diredion  of  our  conduct;  the  lauer  the  leg^b^ 
five,  to  be  refortcd  to  only  upon  gfcat  oc 
and  fcrviceablc  chiefly  for  putting  the  other 
proper  trains :  from  whence  ii  appears  chat 
are  fenfitivo- rational  creatures  having  a  largef 
mixture  of  the  fenfitive  than  the  rationiil,  moie 
of  the  brute  than  the  angel  in  our  compcfitioOj 
and  muft  learn  to  treat  ourfelvcs  a^oj 
with  difcipline  and  honefl  artifice. 

From  this  we  pafs  on,  perhaps  a  little  m 
methodically,   to  the  variety  and  generation  of 
motives,  touching  upon  the  paffions^  affcdii 
averfions  and  habits  w^ 
their  currency  and  col 
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the  imaginaiion.  After  this  to  bring  the  mul- 
tsiude  of  our  motives  into  fome  diftinguiOoabk 
order  we  diflribute  them  into  four  general  claf* 
lc$»  Pleafure,  Ufc,  Honour,  and  Neccffity. 

Having  done  for  the  prcfcnc  with  imagina- 
lion,   we  confider  the  faculty  of  reafon,  which 
muft    have  fome  certain   end  to  purfuc:   this 
proves  to  be  the  fame  as  that  which  aftuated 
the   other  faculty,  with  this  only  difference, 
that  imagination  with  all  her  train  of  paffions, 
appetites  and  dcfires,  catchesalways  at  the  fatif- 
fafiion  of  the  prefent  moment,   whereas  reafon 
looks  forward  to  all  diftances  and  all  quarters  to 
find  the  larger  fum  of  facisfaftions  or  greater 
good  that   will  rcfult  from  her  meafurcs*     Ne^ 
-verthelefs  reafon  is  too  (hort  fightcd  to  difccrn 
clearly  or  make  juft   computation   of  all  the 
confcqucnces  to  follow  upon  the  meafores  {he 
has  under  deliberation,  therefore  muft  take  fome 
role,   the  produft  of  her  former  exercifes  or  of 
other  perfons   experience  and   judgemenr,    for 
her  mark   of  dircflion  j  fo  that  her  ultimate 
end    is    very    rarely    her    ultimate   point   of 
view»  yet  is  it  her  bufinefs   always  to  extend 
her  view  as  far  and  wide  as  opportunity  or  the 
profped:  lying  before  her,  will  permit.  But  when 
(he  ba$  fixed  upon   her  point  whether  ultimate 
or  fubordinate,  it  will  avail  nothing,  imagina- 
\an  heinct    the  executive  faculty,  until  (he  has 
.  ire  or  habit  there,  creating  an 

.oim^  tion  in  the  profecution,  or 
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*    Hence  fpriftg  the  virtues,  which  are  habiti 
C»r  turns  of  fentiment  inclining  ff^ontaheoudy  td 
fach  points  df  aim  or  couribs  of  action  as  fober 
reafdh  and  found  judgement  would  recoaimend: 
and  hence  likewife  it  is  dangerous  to  break  the 
force  of  a  virtue  for  fake  of  fokne  apparent  good, 
becaufc  greater  good  may  be  loft  for  want  of 
this  impuife  at  other  times,   when  the  line  of 
expedience  is  not   fo   s^^parent.     This   being 
the  nature  of  the  virtues,   it  is  evident  their 
foundation  muft  ftand  upon  Prudence,  which 
is   the  habit   of   weighing   diftant   good  and 
expedience  in  a  fair  ballance  with  prefent  plea- 
fure,  or  of  being  affe&ed  with  remote  fatisfac- 
tions  and  evils,   as  ftrongly  as  with  thofe  that 
are  nearer.     The  other  cardinal  virtues  are  only 
particular  exercifes  of  prudence  under  the  at- 
tacks of  danger  or  pain,  the  allurements  of  plea- 
fure,  or  temptations  of  felf-love  drawing  us  into 
a  total  difregard  of  our  fellow  crearures  :  \ht 
laft  I  have  fplit  inco  two,  making  a  fifth  car- 
dinal of  Benevolence,  which  feems   naturally 
diftinguiftiable  from  the  obligations  of  Juftice, 
for    kindnefs    docs  not  begin   tHl    obligation 
ends. 

Having  collected  thele  grounds  I  thought  it 
might  be  expedient  to  fketch  out  a  plan  of 
morality  fuch  as  would  lie  thereupon,  defedive 
indeed,  not  in  the  main  drift  of  the  dcGgn^  for 
it*  v^ould  be  hard  upon  any  hypothefis  to  affign 
ah  ultimate  end  beyond  that  of  each- maoTs  own 
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[,  but  in  the  fcandorfs  of  ctfr  limits,  be* 
Sng  coafined  only  10  the  plaiores  6f  this  pre* 
life.  Bat  it  was  ad^ifeable  to  go  throog^ 
ymhh  the  eximimtlaa  of  haman  na^ture,  and 
Tortn  fcmethiog  of  a  regular  fvftem  oat  of  rbc 
BJaterials  fornilhed  bjr  continaal  experience, 
before  wc  proceeded  to  the  conHderatioa  of 
foCDiity:  becaufi:  men  at«  fo  attached  to  their 
own  peculiar  notions  upon  matters  relarnre  to 
Ibturity,  that  they  will  dcoy  ejcperience  itfelf 
if  they  perceive  it  leading  into  a  way  they  6a 
DOC  rdi^e.  The  fafeit  courle  to  eicape  the  bad 
iafiuence  of  prejadice,  moil  be  by  firft  mar-* 
ifaalling  all  the  ftores  we  can  gather  from  ex- 
perience in  their  proper  order,  that  we  may 
know  where  to  find  them  again  npon  occafioa, 
gftd  then  applying  them  to  correal  or  f^rve  lot 

^■e  baSs  of  our  fpectiUtive  opinions. 

P^And  the  obftrvaht  Reader  will  perceive  id  the 
Rquet,  that  the  fubjcdb  handled  throaghotit 
ihis  Volume  are  not  the  play-things  of  wanton 
Curlolity,  for  1  make  frequent  ufc  of  them 
afterwards,  when  coming  to  higher  raattei*4» 
But  if  he  cxpecVs  to  profit  by  me,  he  mufl 
ft  ill  make  large  u(c  of  his  own  under  {landing 
for  puning  thenide  ill  joined  materials  prc- 
iented  him  into  neater  order,  ftiaping  and  pto* 
lifbing  them  in  his  own  manner  to  ha^e  a  co- 
ncidencc  with  his  ordinary  trains,  that  they 
lie  ready  and  convenient  ht  his  fervice. 

Ndf 
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Nor  will  it  not  be  needful  to  familiarize  his 
thoughts  to  the  difference  of  primary  and  ie- 
condary  qtialitiesj  the  analyzation  of  a^on,  the 
deliberate  and  tranfient  motives,  the  two  facul- 
ties of  imagination  and  underftanding^  the  ulti- 
mate end  and  ultimate  point  of  view,  and  other 
minute  but  ufeful  di(lin£tions  which  I  have 
called  figuratively  Microfcopic  obfervadons. 
For  if  thefe  things  are  to  be  fcrutinized  over 
again  every  time  application  is  made  of  them^ 
the  fequel  in  many  places  will  appear  dry,  toil* 
feme,  and  unintelligible,  but  with  a  readinefi 
in  them  he  will  be  able  to  judge  eafily  and  clearly 
what  is,  or  is  not  worth  his  reception  after- 
wards, 

3.  The  fcope  of  my  fecond  volume  tends  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  left  in  the  former  by  fuch 
refearches  as  we  are  able  to  make  into  futurityi 
•the  firft  point  whereof  mud  be  to  inquire  whe- 
ther we  are  likely  to  have  a  continuance  there- 
in :  and  this  depends  upon  our  being  compound 
or  fimple  fubftances,  for  the  laws  of  nature  can 
only  produce  or  deftroy  the  former  by  bringing 
the  materials  of  them  together,  or  diflblving 
them  again,  but  have  no  power  over  the  latter 
either  to  encreafe,  or  diminifli  their  number. 

In  order  to  difcufs  this  point  we  are  ftiil 
obliged  to  employ  the  microfcopc  for  examin- 
ing the  nature  of  compofition,  which  appears 
to  be  nothing  elfe  than  a  certain  arrangement  or 
juncture  of  fubftances,  each  having  a  diftinft 

cxiftencc   , 
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exifttncc  of  Us  own  before  their  coming  to-! 
gcthcr:  fo  that  a  compound  is  no  new  cxift- J 
ence,  bac  a  collcftion  of  things  already  exiftcn^^ 
though  perhaps  not  difcoverable  by  oar  fenfes^- 
tnd  upon  the  compound  being  deftroyed,  there*] 
is  not  a  Being  loft,  though  perhaps  the  parti  I 
may  be  difper fed  beyond  reach  of  our  obferva-*] 
tion*    But  neither  can  a  colledion  or  compotmd'j 
perceive  without  a  difiindl  perception  in  all  itj^ 
confiituent  parts,  for  if  fomc  of  them  have  a*4 
perception  ihe  others  want,  it  is  tlie  parts  and* 
not  the  compound  that  perceives;  fo  that  pcr-^ 
ccpiioo  muft  be  a  primary  property,  not  a  fc* 
condary  refuUing  from  compofition,     There-^ 
fore  from  the  confcioufncfs  of  our  perfonality 
and  cxiftence,  and  from  our  perceptivity  mi/i 
be  inferred,  that  we  are  individuals  or  dm  pie] 
fubftanccs,  not  confifting  of  parts,  nor  deftruc*^ 
tible  by  all  the  powers  of  nature* 

From  the  faculty  of  perccivifig  IJkewife  it  ap-! 
p«r$  that  we  are  not  mated  il  fubflances,  for  itj 
is  of  the  eflence  of  matter  to  be  inert  and  ftupiJ,^ 
nor  would  a  grain  of  fand  placed  in  the  niof 
cxqtiifue  organization  perceive  ever  the  tnov^l 
ibercfore  being  incapable  of  receiving  the  no- 
tices brought  to  it  from  external  obj-ds:  and* 
ih^    i'  '   '  '      incally  different  from  mutter  1 

h  wherever  ic  ftiall  fall,  oA 
\  fnevcr  ir  may  become  an 
:  retain  the  feme  perfonalliy, 
our  very  Ic! 
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Ncvenheleft  the  difcovery  of  our  perpetual 
dorauoo  will  avail  us  little  witboot  feme  further 
Ugbt  into  the  maDoer  how  itouy  pais,  whether 
in  iatisfac^iop  or  uneafioeis,  of  boch  which  we 
are  capable.    But  here  czperieoce  can  give  us 
DO  help,  for  we  muft  expert  to  loiie  all  inicr« 
courfe  with  the  objti^  from  wheooe  we  re- 
ceive our  fatisfadioDS,    by  lofiog  our  organs 
which  were  the  channels  through  which  they 
flowed)  nor  have  we  any  experinoeot  whereon  to 
found  a  conjefture  in  what  naanner  the  floating 
particles  of  matter  may  afiedfc  us  without  or- 
gans.   We  muft  now  therefore  take  the  Tck- 
^opc  in  hand,  as  having  diftant  objedis  and  ez- 
tenfive  profpe£ts  to  behold,  and  muft  furvejr 
the  face  of  nature  lying  viflble  before  us,  which 
experience  teftifies  is  a  tifliie  of  eflefts  produced 
by  a  train  of  operations  depending  upon  one 
another  :  this  line  we  muft  inveftigate  up  toiti 
original)  which  will  quickly  lead  us  to  a  God» 
the  fountain  of  all  powers,  and  intelligent  dif: 
poler  of  all  events  we  fee  around  us. 

Having  found  there  is  a  God,  the  next  Aep 
of  enquiry  tends  to  the  knowledge  of  what  he  is, 
which  we  can  only  gather  from  contemplatioa 
of  vifible  nature  whereof  we  have  experience, 
together  with  fuch  conclufions  as  we  can  draw 
from  therxe  in  our  confiderate  judgement  cott- 
cerning  the  character,  and  attributes  of  it§  Au- 
thor. Of  thefe  attributes  I  firft  confidcr  only 
the  primary,  poftponing  thofc  I  call  fecbndary, 

as 
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at  rcrulting  from  the  natarc  of  the  creatures  cpn- 
Cdered  jointly  with  that  of  God,  till  a  better 
opportijnity.     Perhaps    1  *  may   be  fingular  in 
having  made  an  attribute  of  Equity   which  is 
commonly  blcrdcd  with  that  of  Juftice.  but 
fierems  10  me  apparently  diftingnilhable  fromir; 
ibc  one  making  a  difference  between  perfons  ac- 
cording CO  their  deeds,  the  other  void  of  all 
partiality,    favour  or  predikiflion,  and  no  re- 
specter of  perfons*   And  1  fliould  be  glad  the  in- 
icllfgent  reader  would  examine  this  point  tho- 
roughly in  his  own  mind  before  he  goes  on,  be- 
caufe  if  I  have  made  a  miftakc  any  where  it  is 
the  mo/l  unlucky  here,   as  being  the  corner 
ftone  of  my    fubfequent    building.     He  may 
pleafe  to  confider  aaK>ng  all  tlie  caufes  that  can 
incline  to  partiality  or  tavour  of  one  perfcn  above 
another,  whether  they  mull  not  proceed  from 
fome  want  or  weaknefs  which  can  have  no 
pbce  in  the  Almighty  :  and  if  he  thinks  an  ai- 
tribuce  of  Equity  nrjofl  agreeable  to  bis  reafon^ 
he  may  fufpend  obje^ions  anfing  from  the  va- 
rious diilribu  (ions  of  fortune  among  mankind^ 
and  from  Scripture,  imtil  he  fees  in  the  feqoel 
how  far  I  can  bring  them  rcconcileable  there- 
with. 

Yet  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  this  lift  of  attri* 

bn*"'  ^^r  a  CDmple:it  analyfis  of  the  divine  na- 

tu  there  nuiil  he  other  attributes  befides, 

we  can  have  no  imagination  to  account 

^n  of  evil  I  the  iiuiiration  of  good- 

!     £  2  UCf$| 
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ncfs,  and  the  cffedls  of  it  being  conveyed  by  the 
contrivances  of  wifdom,  rather  than  the  opera- 
tions of  power;  for  to  our  apprehenfion  it  feems 
that  Omnipotence  might  have  diftributed  what 
portion  of  good  and  evil  was  judged  proper  to 
the  creatures  by  immediate  adls,  as  well  as  by  a 
long  complicated  tifTue  of  fecond  caufes.  But 
fince  the  method  of  ading  by  the  intervention 
of  fecond  caufes  I:as  been  conftantly  purfued  fo 
far  as  our  experience  and  obfervation  can  reachj 
it  may  be  prefumed  the  divine  conduct  is  uni- 
form and  of  a  piece  throughout;  and  therefore 
that  there  is  a  plan  of  nature  extending  to  the 
invifible  world,  whereof  this  of  the  vifible  is  a 
part,  the  fecond  caufes  employed  in  the  one 
being  calculated  to  produce  efFeds  in  the  other. 
And  it  being  impoffible  for  us  certainly  to  in- 
veftigatc  in  what  particular  manner  the  caufes 
at  work  here  can  effedl  our  condition  hereafter, 
or  to  know  what  fcenes  may  pafs  with  us  then, 
there  feemed  no  hurt  in  imagining  a  manner  in 
order  to  render  our  general  idea  of  being  fo  af- 
fected lefs  hard  of  conception  :  for  as  observed 
in  a  former  volume,  imagination  is  our  (Irongeft 
faculty,  and  the  conviftions  of  reafon  feldom 
have  much  weight  or  duration  unlefs  they  can 
be  reprcfcntcd  in  fcnfible  images  upon  that.  In 
this  view  I  have  ventured  upon  my  two  hypo- 
thefcs  of  the  Vehicles  and  the  mundane  Soul 
carried  on  in  the  Vifion,  as  a  narrative  of  mat- 
ters of  fa6t  the  better  to  illuminate  my  idea  with 

vifible 
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vifible  colours*  I  am  not  confclous  of  thofe  no- 
lions  being  hurtful  to  the  fubftantials  of  Religion 
or  doflrtnes  of  the  Church,  on  the  contrary  I 
have  ibmetimes  found  a  ufe  for  ihem  in  treat- 
ing upon  rhofe  matters,  and  cheir  being  ca- 
pable of  this  fervice,  if  it  be  not  thought  an  evi- 
dence in  their  favour,  may  at  leaft  pafs  for  my 
cxcufc  in  entertaining  ihem. 

From  ihefe  fpeculations  I  proceed  to  the  do- 
minion of  Providence  extending  to  all  events, 
comprehending  every  minute  motion  that  may 
influence  them,  and  leaving  no  room  for  chance 
to  interfere.     From    hence  may  be  gathered, 
that  there  is  a  plan  of  Nature  and  texture  of 
Iccond  caufes  fpreading  over  all  regions  of  the 
Univerfc,  yet  not  excluding  immediate  inter* 
pofitions  interwoven  therein,  to  be  exerted  at 
predetermined  times  for  fupplying  of  vacancies, 
left  on  purpofe  for  making  them  requifice.  But 
difficulties  being  apt  to  ftart  in  this  idea  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  appearing  fubverfive  of  liberty,  it 
was  neccffary  to  enter  into  a  minute  difcuffion 
of  this  privilege  in  human  nature,  in  order  to 
fhow  that  a  man  Is  free  when  nothing  hinders 
him  from  doing  or  choofing  juft  as  he  pleafes, 
uotwitbftanding  the  certainty  of  prior  caufes 
ioclining  him  to  choofc  or  aft  in  one  particular 
manner,  and  to  make  it    ntelligiblc  how  Pro- 
*  '  r      r  1  the  anions  of  men  by  hav- 

:    their  inclinatioD^  motif < 
y  f  3  aoc 
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apd  apprehenfions  at  command,  a$  well  as  hf 
•  compulfiye  force  or  authority. 

I  come  now  to  make  application  of  what  we 
have  been  able  to  gather  firom  our  experience 
and  meditations  thereupon,  concerning  vifible 
nature  and  the  divine ;  from  ail  which  it  ay« 
pears,  tha^  as  all  matter  is  homogeneous,  the 
fame  every  where  in  foUdity,  mobility,  and 
ptii^r' primary  properties,  the  difierencf  of  qua- 
lity and  operation  in  bodies  refukiBg  from  tb^ir 
compoficion  or  arrangement  of  parts,  and  the 
a6lion  of  other  bodies  upon  them  ^  fo  have  we 
no  colour  of  evidence  to  difprove  that  all  creatc(l 
fpirits  are  likewife  homogeneous,  pofleiled  alike 
of  perceptivity,  [adivity,  and  other  primary 
properties,  their  differences  arifing  folcly  front 
the  material  organizations  wherewith  thejf  are 
united,  or  the  adlion  of  other  fubdances  afie£t- 
ing  them  and  their  fecondary  qualities,  as  alfo 
their  perceptions  varying  according  to  changes 
made  in  the  material  compofition,  or  in  the 
fubilances  where  among  they  are  cooverianfi 
But  the  laws  refpefUng  the  formation  of  all 
compounds,  and  the  particular  operations  of  all 
fubilances,  being  comprized  within  the  unlver^ 
fal  plan  of  Providence,  whatever  good  any 
tareature  receives,  whether  procured  by  his  own 
incuftry,  or  conveyed  by  the  channels  of  natow 
or  fortune,  muft  derive  originally  from  the  di^ 
vine  bounty,  with  certain  knowledge  and  dire^ 
intention  that  it  fhould  pome  to  his  hands. 

Then 
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Thcn  taking  into  confidcratlon  the  attribute 
of  Equity,  by  which  the  diftribution  of  bounty 
mull  be  regulated,  there  will  follow  an  exaft 
equality  upoii  the  ballance  of  good  and  evil  al* 
lotted  to  every  perceptive  creature,     Neverthc- 
Icfs  this  equality  10  their  whole  portion  is  not 
jficoiififtent   with  mcqualitics  in   the  prcfent 
world,  where  they  receive  a  very  fmall  part  of 
it,  but  requires  inequalities  in  Ibrne  other  part  to 
compenfate  the  differences  made   here.     Nor 
can  it  be  thought  an  improbable  conclufion, 
that  there  is  fomc  immenfe  period  wherein  the 
ballance  between  nil  creatures,  although  greatly 
unequal  for  a  time,  fhall  be  brought  eVen  at 
laft.     Hence  follows  a  general  connedlioti  of 
incerefts  throughout  the  univcrfe,  a  partnerthip 
in  one  common  ftock,  which  cannot  be  cn^ 
creafed  or  dimiuiQied  in  any  individual  without 
proprtionably  affcdingthe  fliare  of  every  other : 
fb  that  every  hurt  done  by  dnc  creature  to  ano- 
ther hurts  his  own  interefta^  as  every  good  ad- 
vances them,  and  every  dlfpeofation  of  Provi- 
dence bringing  damage  upon  individuals,  mufl-, 
to  be  confident  wi(h  our  ideas  of  goodneft  and 
equity,   terminate  in  feme  greater  good  of  the 
creation,  and  therein  of  the  party  fuftainingtt 

I  then  examine  into  rhe  fecondary  attribute  of 
Juftice,    having   its  foundation  in  the  (hort- 
gbfcdnefs  of  the  creatures^  and  their  infenfi-" 
to  dirt  ant  advantage  needful  enough  for 
\g  them  up  to  work  in  the  attalammt  of 
F  f  4  good 
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good  unfeen,  or  too  remote  to  touch  their  4^ 
fire,  by  the  nearer  expeftation  of  reward  aqi 
puniihtnent,  which. though  diftribukcfi  accoi4n 
ing  to  the  conduct  paft,  it  is  always  withji 
view  to  their  influence  upon  the'  future,  anl; 
this  influence  they  may  fometindes  have  wfaai, 
brought  upon  one  perfon  by  the  deeds  of  sii((» 
ther.  From  thefe  obfervations  it  foliow% 
that  punithment  cannot  be  abfolutely  codlplj^ 
which  would  violate  Equity  by  keeping  ijii^ 
ballance  perpetually  on  one  fide:  for  fit^ 
wickednefs  is  percnitted  by  heaven,  and  it  ouifti  i 
needs ,  be  that  offences  come,  undoubtedly  ftfi  \ 
fom^  neceflary  ufes  of  the  creation  redouqj^ 
ing  from  their  punifliment,  there  would  ,Jjg 
a,  partial  witholding  of  bounty,  unlefs  the^A^ 
ferer  were  to  take  his  (hare  in  the  bene^qjj^ 
tJiofei  fevere  fervices  he  is  permitted 
tJii-QUgli. 

.  This  is  the  only    point  I  am   feofible 
vhere^at  offence  may  be  taken,  as  fecming  m\ 
tradi^^ory  to  a  received  opinion  j   for  w 
reafon  I  would  gladly  have  fuppreflcd  Ic 
could  not,  it  being  a  principal  UrikJn  the 
of  reafoning,    whereby  the  interefts  of  our 
low  creatures  areconnedled  with  our.owot 
whence  I  conceive  all  the  rules  and  4ptte 
lifie   may  be  derived.     If  I  have  erred,  it 
been  in  company  with  menofgr^t.Tioie 
in  the  Church,  and  hope  to . Aandjca^ 
haying  proceeded  waotgp^~~ 
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confequenccs,  by  the  pains  taken   to  expatii 

upon  the  intenfcnefs  of  punillimcnts  to  com 
■kfbr  ft. duration,  whereof  no  man  knowl 
founds;  which  may  well  be  filled  an  etcr-i 
^in  the  language  of  the  poor  to  whom  the 
iPbl  was  preached.  For  though  to  God 
u&nd  years  are  but  as  one  day,   to  us  thej 

an  eternity,  the  utmoft  length  of  our  yfcw] 
i  our  concern  :  and  it  were  happy  for  us  if  wc 
i|  deemed  a  much  (horcer  length  cxpeclcc 
pHs  in  the  pleafures  of  this  world  an  cterniij 

r  which  we  need  take  no  thought.  Th< 
fpeculations  concerning  the  poflibiliiy  o( 
beflive  ctcrnicies  to  follow  one  another,^  if 
-neable,  will  (how  me  too  zealous  rather  lbafi|l 
indifferent  in  fa.ving  the  credit  of  eftabliflied!) 
M.  from  being  (haken  by  any  thing  I  have 
Pcd. 

rhns  having  ihown  in  the  fifft  Volume  thac^*] 
I  man's  own  fatisfaftionj  intereft,  or  hzp^l 
jft  is  the  primum  mobile  or  firft  fpring  ofr 
bis  fchemes  and  all  his  adions,  as  well  n^A 
lal  as  inconfiderate>  and  that  the  acquiGtion  of  | 
^al  prudence  or  the  fenfibility  of  enjoyment 
iinly  .CO  come  at  any  diftance  of  time  equallyJ 
1  the  preient,  is  the  fole  and  ready  road  tc 

khatpurpofe;  having  then  in  this  Voliimef 
d  the  conne<51:ion  of  interefts,    through- 
whereby  every  individual  be- 
1  in  the  good  or  evil  befalling^ 

follows. 


premil 


the 
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the  grand  fuodameotal  rule  of  coDduA  of  la- 
bouring coofttDtly  to  increafetheoommon  flock 
by  any  beneficial  fcrvice  or  prevemiooof  dam* 
age  among  oor  fellow  creatures  wherever  we 
can,  preferring  always  the  greater  difcoveraf^lo: 
good  and  good  of  the  greater  number,  before 
the  leis. 

4.  My  defign  in  the  thitd  Volume  was  to 
bring  our  thedry  feconcileable  td  practice,  in  or- 
der whereto  the  great  fundamental  role  is  firft 
parted  into  two  mun  branches,. Pfiidebce  anti- 
Benevolence,  commonly  called  our  duty  to  om^ 
felves  and  to  our  neighbour,  the  one  4kcdiag 
to  the  care  of  our  private  interefts^  the  other 
to  thofe  of  our  fellow  creatures  with  whom  We 
have  a  vifible  intercoorfe :  for  we  are  membcw 
of  the  univerfe,  therefore  whatever  we  can  do  for 
ourfelves  without  greater  detriment  to  any  ocher 
is  ah  increafe  of  happinefs  upon  the  wholes  abd 
by  preventing  others  from  encroaching  upon  us 
or  forbearing  to  encroach  upon  them  we 
alike  iave  the  conunon  Aock  from  diminu- 
tion. 

But  fince  to  keep  us  fteadf  in  the  exerciie 
of  thefe  two  branches  it  is  neceffiuy  to  incttldils^ 
]uft  ientiments  of  the  fupreme  Beings  btcaufe  it  la 
by  the  knowledge  of  his  Attf ibutea  alone  that 
we  can  difcover  any  thing  with  aiTuranee  cop- 
cerning  things  invifible,  or  trace  the  conne^i^ 
of  inrerefts,  or  difccrn  any  meafures  of  cob-" 
du€t  in  this  world  conducive  to-  the  impro^ 

axcat 
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our  condition  in  the  next;  hence  arifes 
branch  of  the  fundamental  rule,  our 
|a  God*  For  the  foundation  of  this  duty 
ic  obligacion  of  fervlng  God  himfclf,  of 
i^c  are  uucrly  incapable,  but  becaufe 
fing  wc  ferve  our felvcs,  and  one  another 
Feftually,  This  duty  is  fulfilled  by  the 
kercife  of  our  rational  faculties  to  form 
bundeft  notions  they  are  able  to  reach  of 
flence  and   manner  of  government,  and 

r ploying  fuch  expedients  as  the  nature 
conftitution   requires  to  imprcfs  them 
y  upon   the   imagination,  that  they  may 
pontaneoufly   in  their  genuine  lively  co- 
»     But  the  underftandings  and  imaginations 
ten  beixig  very  various,  it  feemed  a  ofeful 
jpt  to  explain   the   diftinilion   fo   much 
d  of  among   philofophers,    between  the 
6c  and  exoteric  dpitVines^    and  to  (how 
Bcy  were  not  contradiflory  to  each  other, 
^  one  a  concealment  of  treafures,  or  the 
•  an  impofiuon  upon  the  vulgar,  but  both 
:prcffion  of  the  fame  fubftancc  in  diiFe* 
languages,  accommodated  to  the  difference 
peption  among  mankind, 
feemed  the  proper  place  to  difcourfe 
three  remaining  fccondary  Attributes, 
Purity,  Majefty  and  Holinefs,  which 
ler  of  the  exoteric  kind,   being  not  ex« 
in  the  divine  nature,   but 
of  it  in  our  hearts  againft 
heierogeneous 
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hcterc^eneoDS  mixtmcs  infinutiog  from  ifael» 
perfcdioDS  of  xnan^  for  mm  bdog  made  afiff 
the  image  of  God^  it  wis  Dacnral  to  take 
idea  of  him  from  his  likenefs;  but  tbeo 
muft  remember,  ihcre  are  many  features  in  %t 
image  utterly  unlike  the  origiad^  and  be 
ful  to  admit  none  of  them  into  the 
iition. 

The  laft  of  thefe  fubjeds  pve  t»a:afioQir 
endeavouring  to  remove  a  fcruple  that  na^ 
have  arifen  from  our  dodtrine  of  univerftl  fi^ 
vidence  extending  to  all  events,  prodQGi» 
well  by  man  as  by  matter^  and  Hiowlng  flV 
God  notwithftanding  can  in  no  proprie^  It 
Ailed  the  author  of  fin,  nor  do  his  proviSoii 
give  a  fan£tion  or  warrant  to  the  commrSx^ 
nor  exempt  it  from  being  an  %&,  of  difobedioio^ 
nor  from  the  puniftiment  confequent  %\m^ 
upon.  The  Chapter  on  Providence  in  the  fc 
cond  Volume  having  been  moftly  cfbteric  Icaitt 
applicable  to  common  ufe,  it  was  needful 
to  rcfumc  the  fubjeft  more  in  the  other  hs» 
guage,  and  (how  that  although  all  events  widi^ 
out  exception  were  contained  within  the  pha 
of  Providence,  ncvcrthclefs  there  is  a  prc^ci- 
ble  diftin£tion  to  be  made  between  thofe  wbid 
are  providential,  and  others  whicli  are  not^ 
this  difquifition  perhaps  contains  more  Mk 
ing  evidences  even  1  the  being 
though  not  mora 
in  the  b^ginniai 
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DC  pcrfons  of  good  common  fenfe  who  had 
5  patience  fo  hear  my  works  only  bccaufc 
•y  were  muie,  have  declared  that  this  was 
^  fir  ft  Chapter  wherein  they  found  me  iof 
tgible. 

5.  Hitherto  I  have  proceeded  by  the  fole 
^t  of  nature,  I  come  now  to  compare  the 
coverles  made  thereby  with  thofc  imparted 
us  from^he  Religion  wherein  wc  were  bred 
>  in  order  to  find  what  there  is  of  confor- 
ty  between  them,  and  with  adefire  of  bring- 
;  ihem  conformable  in  points  where  they  have 
;n  thought  to  ftand  at  variance;  agreeably  to 
r  principal  intention  fet  forch  in  the  general 
rodudion  of  cffeaing  a  reconcilement  be- 
een  contending  parties  rather  than  taking 
e  with  cither,  to  which  defign  the  obfervant 
ader  may  already  have  perceived  a  tendency 
fcveral  times  by  occafional  allufions  and  in- 
duftion  of  pafiages  from  the  facrcd  text  5  but 
?ing  now  gotten  together  and  prep^jred  my 
lerials,  it  is  a  proper  time  to  enter  direflly 
on  the  application. 

The  title  Religion  prefixed  to  the  next  Chap- 
belongs  rather    as  a  running  tide  to  the 
lie  remainder  than  to  this  particular  Chap- 
rhich  contains  litde  more  than  an  addrefs 
•   J;  a  prefumption  that 
tiive  to   find  a  rational 
to  oiif  numral  notions  in 
,er  would  confider 
the 
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the  facts  of  the  evangelic  biftofjr,  diO«|^| 
pofed  to  proceed  from  meerlj  natanl 
as  events  extremely  providential,  hftviog  i 
tenfive  benefidal  influence  apon 
refalt  of  both  would  terminate  in  aj 
ictitiment  and  condud  very  fittle 
fobftantials :  and  exhorting  them  to  deai 
one  another  not  as  adverfivics,  but 
in  an  amicable  conference  upon  their 
interefts,  for  (b  the  iflfue  of  their 
may  juftly  be  deemed,  becau(e,    the 
connection  throughout  the  univerfe  haag  I 
in  mind,   whoever  hurts  htmielf  hurt& 
therefore  if  I  think  another  in  a  wroi^ 
ihall  endeavour  to  bring  him  into  the 
fuch  methods  as  are  likely  to  preyaii  with  | 
but  if  I  cannot  do  that,  I  (hall  ftrive  to 
own  opinions  to  his  greateft  advantager  • 
the  work  of  reconcilement  being  a  vcsy 
bufinefs  to  manage,  requiring  a  fober  fn 
ftrid:  impartiality  void  of  all  bias  or  pigi 
it  was  needful  enough  for  my  owb 
to  examine  what  is  true  freedom  of 
and  wherein  it  differs  from  Bigotry  on  iht^ 
hand,   and  that    called    Frcethinkii^  oij 
other  s  and  to  take  warning  againft 
that  might  threaten  our  liberty  of  \\ 
whether  from  fcrupulous  fear,  obftinalai 
ment  to  old  notions,  fondnefs  for  oc 
felf-conceit,  or  the  vanity  of  doing 
extraordinary*    This  blemifti  of 
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creeping  in  fome  mcafure  ttpon  us  all,  extend-^ 
ing  its  inftocnce  to  all  our  motions  as  well  mo^ 
mentoos  ^%  trifliDg,  deferved  a  particular  dif* 
coffion^  the  drift  whereof  was  to  afcertain  the 
difierence  between  true  and  falfe  honour :  for 
honour  being  the  fburce  both  of  the  brighted 
virtues  and  nioft  pernieious  extravaganqieff  it 
Was  attempting  a  good  iervice  to  fettle  it  upoa 
Its  proper  foundation,  which  is  the  profpcdl  of 
attaimng  things  excellent  in  themfelves,  rathef 
than  that  of  excelling  or  furpaffing  other  per- 
ibns. 

Armed  with  thefe  cautions  I  enter  upon  fome 
of  the  doctrines  of  our  Religion,  for  I  do  not 
undertake  to  go  through  with  them  all,  that 
would  have  been  above  my  pitch,  but  what  I 
have  done  may  ferve  as  a  fpccimen  of  what  is 
capable  of  being  done  this  way,  which  may 
encourage  abler  hands  more  expert  at  the  taik 
to  compleat  what  I  have  left  defedlive.  But 
the  Reader  muft  not  expe£l  to  fee  me  enter 
into  the  evidences  proving  the  truth  of  thofc 
^oArines,  this  would  have  been  a  violation  o£ 
my  neutrality  neceifary  to  be  adhered  to  in  a 
fcheme  of  reconcilement,  becaufe  without  ic 
there  can  be  no  hopes  of  gaining  a  favourable 
ancDtion  from  the  oppofite  parties:  it  was  my. 
t3tifinefs  only  to  examine  how  they  are  capabUl 
of  being  underftood,  and  to  feek  for  fuch  ex* 
pofitions  as  they  may  eaiily  receive  without 
dianging  or  wrefling  a  fii%le  word  in  the  forms 
"*     '  delivered, 


66  Omhjien:  Clnp.  3L 

delivered,  as  might  be  reconcile&ble  with  Mr 

knowledge   of  nature,  wtch  philofof^yp  ni 

with  the  tenour  of  the  foicgoing  work|  mm 

have  even  my  hypothefes  been   m 

in  fome  places  for  cxplakiing  my  idea. 

I  have  fuceedcd  fo  far  in  my  own  a| 

as  that  the  Chapter  on  things  above  and 

trary  to  reafon  is  become  almoft 

having  by  turning   the   fab)e&  abow 

thoughts  brought  fome  poiats  to  lie 

oufly  within  the  compali  of  my  own  ta&m^ 

which  I  had  thought  inexplicable  at  the  mmd. 

writing  that  Chaf  ter. 

In  touching  upon  the  myftcrks  I  ifaaft. 
to  put  myielf  upon  the  )udgemcGt  of 
who  cm  f^e  an  boncLl  mtcnriofi  thoo^ 
pcd   rvUnJ  in  the  milb  of  error; 
an   inidv^.ienc   word    upco  fuch 
jeifls  is  deemed   as  the  £a  cf  bbij 
by  CO  means  ittiz  to   lettfn  their 
fjr  ehcfe  T-'r^cX  but  oiv-  ottered 
a  gre^ur  iegrce  of  ucrai-^u  is^  ai 
bc>  Ictneciiiies  anr.exed  to  outworks 
i\:bi:i:  ::^s  wlihin;   f:?  trit  the 
tensrt  is  ::o  ceruia  market  id 
irgrcviiccc  cf  the  tavisg   Fi " 
jcic  lentimcnts  oS  am 
n>e:::,  cf  oor 
r;:'iti-jn  we 
c:  ca<  fime  fi 
cf  c^:;2nlRc 
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4iig  his  word  for  the  word  of  God^  rellanoe  on 
Ills  ioftitadoos  and  alBClaocc  for  condudlog  us 
into  the  formef)  or  being   perfuadcd  chat  oo 
JBMQ  can   come  to  the  Father  unlefs  tlirough 
the  Son»  I  take  to  be  the  elTentials  of  Chrifiia- 
nay  :  all  particular  articles  befidel  humbly  coo- 
ccivc  to  be  no  more  than  ncceflary  outworks  for 
proteding  the  fubftance,  and  therefore  demand 
a  facred  veneration  in  proportion  to  the  dangcsr 
diat  fubftance  mufl  be  expofcd  to  by  abandoci- 
ing  them.     But  it  is  well  known  the  rule^  of 
fortification   rtry   in  diflfcrcnt  ages^    iherelbfe 
iome  defences^  which  were  indiipenfiWe  foc^ 
mcrly,  may  be  fiifely  flighted  rK>w»  and  of  thofc 
which  reniAio»  the  angles  and  breaAworks  may 
he  new  planned  to  accommodate  them  to  the 
modern  methods  of  accack,   as  carried  on   by 
the  great    Demetrius    Poliorcetcs,    the  Free** 
thinker,  who  batters  not  with  the  baliftac  and 
catapuh«  of  old,  drawn  from  the  Fathers,  the 
Councils  or  the  Mifhna,  but  with  cannon  and 
mafketry  and  even  fquibs  of  witticifm,  flolen 
iod  tranfmodihed  from  the  florehoufe  of  Phi« 
lofophy* 

After  the  dodrincs  next  in  order  follow  the 
virtues  comprized  under  three  general  heads, 
carrying  a  confiftency  with  the  cardinal  virtues 
of  Philofophy,  I  have  endeavoured  to  refcuc 
Faith  from  the  imputation  of  being  no  voluntary 
iftof  ^e  mind,  by  explaining  its  nature  upon 
idle  bafis  of  our  ienfitivo-rattonal  conftitution, 
^i  G  g  and 
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and  (howing  that  it  is  not  aflcnttng^  4b^ttkiA 
propofitions^  but  turning  the  coaviaaetiidf  irit 
underftanding  into  habitual  lively  appr^ " 
^of  the  imagination  that  coftftimtes  4t  «  vl 
If  the  province  of  Faith  according  to  ix^ 
ientation  be  thought  too  comprehenfiv^ 
tending  to  the  inclinations  of  the  heart  ^i 
^s  the  opinions  of  the  nund,  it  may  be  jcoofidMf 
-that  happinefs  in  the  prafped  depetidir  wMy 
upon  opinion,  and  our  defires  follow  our  pedk^ 
-fionSy  for  we  take  afie£tion  to  things  bccaofe  wc 
believe  they  will  prove  fatisfa&ory  in  the  polH 
-fion^  the  purfuits  of  avarice,  ambition^  tnditl 
other  fcheme  that  engage  us  fo  eagerly,  proMl 
upon  this  foundation :  therefore  if  a  man  €dW 
bave  a  perfeA  knowledge  and  lively  apprehffl^ 
fi6n  of  every  thing  conducive  to  his  benclii,  hii 
-defires  would  be  rightly  fet,  and  the  whole  ten* 
our  of  his  conduct  run  in  a  right  courle  hi 
neceflary  confequence :  for  we  all  live  by  iaiib 
of  fome  fort  or  other,  though  too  often  k 
is  a  rotten  one :  whence  apparently  it  is  a  inal« 
ter  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  work  our  fmind* 
ed-  conceptions  into  vigorous  apprebti^fioUi 
for  till  then  tliey  are  not  copiplcacly  our 
own,  nor  will  have  an  infiuenoe  upon  ottf 
practice.  ^  :  ^ 

Upon  the  article  of  Charity  whidi  m  vulgar 
eilimation  may  be  defined  giving  guineas  to  ilie 
Church  and  half- pence  to  be^arsi  I  haveftrart 
to  reflorc  it  to  its  rightful  dominion^ 
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ia  with  amd  difpofuion,  like  the  bounty  of  hea- 
ven, to  all  created  Beings  without  rcfpcdt  of 
pcflbns,  but  confined  in  its  cxercifes  by  the 
fcantinefs  of  our  powers  to  the  degrees  of  neigh- 
boorhood  wherein  they  rcfpeftivcly  are  fiiuated, 
cvcQ  contentions  and  the  hurts  done  to  fome 
having  their  foundation  in  Charity  to  others  j 
and  to  ftiow  how  there  may  be  Charity  towards 
God,  althougli  we  ftand  in  no  capacity  to  do  him 
any  fcrvicc  or  kindnefs. 

6,   Having  gone  thus  far  in  this  difpenfation 
of  God  to  mankind,  whether  you   fuppofe  it 
conveyed  by  his  ordinary  or  extraordinary  Pro- 
vidence,  it  appeared  not  unferviceabic  to  take  a 
fuller  furvcy  of  theadminiftration  of  the  moral 
world,  and  ohferve  the  (hare  this  had  therein. 
In  doing  this  I  lay  no  ftrefs  upon  prophecy  and 
miracle,  as  being  contefted  points  unfit  for  the 
ufc  of  a  neutral,  but  proceed  upon  hiftorical  fads 
notorious  to  every  body;   from  the  courfe  of 
^Brhich  may  be  gathered,  that  there  is  a  progrefs 
towards  perfection  of  the   human  fpecies,  in 
general    analogous  to  that  of  finglc  perfon$ 
through  the  ftages  of  infancy,  youth,  and  com- 
pleat  manhood,  carried  on  by  ihc  workings  of 
ihrecgreat  fprings,  Religion,  Philofophy,  and  the 
fcience  of  common  life,  concurring  by  flow  and 
imperceptible  degrees,  and  foraetimes  with  tem- 
porary retrogreflions  to  advance  the  grand  dc- 

fign, 

o  g  a  If 
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If  I  have  touched  upon  the  MiUcann^.  ji 
was  not  to  dwell  upon  nnmbcff  fiaea  nqr^hi 
precife  term  of  ooe  thoufaod  jcsn^  noc  thei^ 
turn  to  earth  in  groft  bodies  like  oor  prefentffir 
thefe  things  are  figurative,  denotii^  a  timcoffau 
fe£t  righteoufnefs,  moral  wiidom  and  Impgrnik 
which  whether  it  Ihall  paft  upon  this  tefnqi»: 
ous  globe  or  among  the  Vehicle^  H  is  00  taatmi 
but  this  kingdom  of  (he  )aft  will  be  ths  kaff- 
dom  of  Chrift  or  (late  of  reward*  as  die  abfixplida 
in  the  mundane  Soul,  when  he  delivers  up  sU 
dominion  to  the  Father,  will  be  the  kingdcm  ai 
God  or  date  of  undiftinguKhing  bouot  j.  Frai 
hence  bcfides  the  general  connedion  of  intecdb 
throughout  the  univerfc,  there  refults  a  nqRV 
connedtion  among  the  human  fpecics,  becwft 
none  of  the  inheritors  of  the  kingdona  of.4ll 
)u(l  can  be  complcatly  happy,  untU  all  udJk 
by  their  common  nature  being  peiftSath 
which  yields  an  additional  incitement  to  firiV 
every  little  opportui)ity  of  contributing^ 
wards  an  advancement  qf  the  gceat  wc 
and  to  prevent  every  thing  that  appears  lil 
to  retard  it. 

It  might  have  been  thought  a  fufpiciow 
lence,  if  1  had  laid  noihing  of  the  rites  andij 
(litutions  of  the  Church ;  tfacrelbre  I  have! 
fome  of  them  into  coDikJQEatifiSi.  HI 
my  plan  of  reconcilemcr,t  l^eiwcca  aai 
and  reafon  ;    for  1  have  { 
tulatum  which  I  appreb   "* 
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Idox  Chriftianfi   will  grant  mc,  namely, 

the  commands  of  God  are  none  of  them 

but  given  for  the  benefit  redundant 

rom  10  the  receivers ;  and  though  it  be 

urant  for  us  to  reject  a  command,  bccaufe 

it  no  benefit,  for  we  ought  to  truft  the 

)m  ^f  the  giver  that  there  is  fome  which 

;  Aiort  fjghtcdnefe  wiU  not  permit  us  to  dif- 

fcpfi  U  it  a  comnrkendable  enquiry  to  fearch 

raraswecan  into  the  manner  wherein  the 

kefit  accrues,  bccaufe  li  will  help  to  difcov  er . 

defign  of  the  command,  and  to  perform  it^ 

ording  to  the  fpirit  rather  than  the  dead  lee-' 

This  is  what  I  have  aimed  at  doing  upon 

articles  taken  in  hand,  endeavouring  to  ex- 

^  how  they  may  be  rationally  underflood^ , 

^is  ibeir  efficacy  and  manner  of  operation,  "- 

low  they  arc  calculated  for  our  fenfitivo- 

at  nature  to  bring  imagination  to  a^  in  the 

of  reafon.     If  my   explications  have 

red  them  lefs  myfterions,  I  hope  it  will  not 

our  reverence  and   attachment  to   find 

ifcs  made  intelligible,  and  be  (liown  they 

fa  Iblid  foundation  in  human  nature,  and 

^owledge  fpringing  from  experience, 

i  confideration  of  religious  inflitutions  be* 

Itched  fo  far  as  any  thing  pertinent  oc- 

>n  the  fubjedt,  there  remained  fome- 

Idcd  concerning  the  fpirit  and  prin- 

lio!nri  m  arncral,  to  rcfcuc  it  from 

a  thcrcupou  by  fume 

G  g  3  iadif- 
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indifcreetly  righteous  perfons,  with  good  iMtti* 
tion  I  am  willing  to  believe,  but  dangerofat^fai' 
the  confequences,  as  tending  to  drive  the  Wiid^ 
into  defpair  by  fetting  them  dpon  tajSufir"  tc^' 
yond  their  forces,  and  to  draw  thein  'cMF  flflil^ 
their  doty  to  their  ndghbobr  ahd^MfStrdlf 
by  a  miftaken  zeal  in  their  duty  td  Got.  f^MV 
attempted  to  explain  what  is  to  foe  tfnBefMoMF 
by  doing  all  things  for  the  divine^  Glory,'  ffiof^ 
ing  firft  that  it  is  fpeculatively  poffible,'  h^- 
how  far  it  is  praAicable  as  men  ftand  ckdHSfi^ 
ftancedy  and  laftly  recommending  fome  inkilfli 
for  encreafing  in  the  practice  of  it.  The' j^ittt'' 
cipal  difference  between  me  and  the  perfons  jail 
mentioned,  lies  in  their  employing  fo  pe 
tually  the  motives  of  fear  and  obligation,  wB 
I  would  get  rid  of  asfaft  as  we  can  fobflitm 
better  principle  in  their  room.  I  know 
work  mud  be  begun  by  fear,  and  that 
hangs  an  obligation  upon  us  all  to  do  otit  hdt, 
but  if  we  can  learn  to  fulfil  our  obltganon  w 
out  thought  of  its  being  one,  I  conceive 
(hall  fucceed  better:  nor  are  divine  fervi 
compleatly  acceptable  until  we  can  pcrfc 
them  upon  inclination  and  perfuafion  of 
being  beneficial,  without  being  dragged  thcrei 
by  the  refledion  of  their  being  dutio. 

From  the  topics  of  Philofophy  and  RcUgi 
have  defcended  to  fome  praflical  fubjcOs  appl 
cable  to  the  conduct  of  life,  which  having  been 
treated  of  more  amply  by  many  abler  handi  I 

Gculil 
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could  not  exped  to  add  any  thing  material  to 
what  has  been  done  by  theoa,  bat  what  was 
witling  to  (how  that  my  fpeculations  may  be 
tuoied.to  common  ufe  by  deducing  fromi  or 
corre&ing  by  them  fach  rules  and  obfervt- 
tions,  as  may  prove  of  general  iervice :  fobjoirt- 
ic^.  thereto  a  few  tihougbcs^^ relative  to  edudatioh 
and  foch  methods  for  curing  the  fear  of  death, 
as  in  the  purfoit  of  them  may  prove  jmfitaUe 
to  us  while  livings  and  yield  us  a  benefit  for 
ages  after. .  : 

:7*  By: this  miniature  of- my  performance, 
which  like  a  convex  Unittour  (Irengthens  the 
colours,  and  takes  off* the  ctfarfenefs  of  objects 
4>y  contrvfling  them,  or  like  the  chart  of  a  wi!- 
Idernefs  produces  a  difcerbible  form  by  drawing 
dl  the  ndftzes  within  compafs  of  a  (ingle  view, 
it  may  pofiibly  befeen  there  is  a  uniform  defign 
purfued  'fteadily  throughout,  a  contexture  of 
fine ws  and  mufcles  deriving  ftrength  from  their 
mutual  dependence,  and  forming  fomething  of 
a  regular  body,  yet  difguifed  by  the  unfkilful 
manner  of  putting  the  limbs  together,  and  de- 
'£edive  In  point  of  fymmetry  or  elegance  of 
ihape. 

'  It  is  cuftomary  to  give  the  Reader  his  bill  of 
fare  beforehand,  but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
gratify  him  herein,  having  not  been  able  upon 
repeated  trials  to  {ketch  out  the  lines  of  my  de- 
fign,  fo  as  to  leave  nothing  more  to  do  after^ 
wards  than  fill  up  the  oolourings.     Purfiiits  and 

C  g  4.  enquiries 
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«i4uirie8  are  generalljr  onlj  defanpikiDS  tf « 

route  already  precooccatod  and  trafoHed  ««r  If 

the  author  ib  hit  own  mmd,  «il  tbu^aHtfti 

the  moft  tnaftaly  wAy  of  fsrooeedii^  f«r  iiA 

as  can  cake  it ;  but  itiy  (enqniiy  iMia  becBs^rf 

ofie  even  to  myfelf*  prodiscuig  dMbovnatitf 

tracks  i  was  wfaoDy  utuLcquiiiiwi'wichat  teii|[ 

out^  often  not  knowing  whkt  ioroald  te  ^'Aa 

thefubjedof  the  next  Chapter  until  lin  y ' 

ceeding  was  ended,   fooxetimes  forced  a^ii^ 

handle  my  premifes  to  fie  them  for  «.  fiifl|fV 

application,  and  continually  finding  vaf^  wtUt^ 

rials  grow  out  of  one  aooiher.    Perhaps  it  jsg^ 

happened  never  the  worfe  either  for  myfelli 

my  readers,  that  I  could  not  do   oiherwil 

having  thereby  efcaped  the  influence  of 

prejudice  mentioned  above  in  the  fccond 

tion;  for  when  there  is  a  fcheme  ready 

pared,  one  lies  under  a  temptation  of  mil 

prehending   or  undefignedly  wrefting  fa^/j 

order  to  accommodate  them  cieverly  there 

and  as  few  people  are  without  their  fchen 

they  will  not  look  with  an  impartiaUcye  U| 

any  thing  offered  to  them  which  they  fo 

fufpedt  will  contradict  any  part  in   chat 

have  already  adopted ;  beJides  that^  when  il 

known  beforehand  what  is  to  come,  there 

an  impatience  of  arriving  at  it  too  hajftily 

out  fully  digefting  the  matters  necciTartly 

parative  thereto :  therefore  it  is  ^^[t^ 

the  foundations  firft  by  tbcmC 


BiAf Dg  ID  eye  upoti  any  tking  elfe  1  ind  wbeti 
bey  Are  well  letclcd^  thtn  U  the  time  to  om^ 
gder  what  fuperftrufhires  may  be  raifed  there^ 
fi  :  oor  is  it  always  neccfliry  that  ihft  fopcf- 
bxidures  flioold  be  novel,  for  we  may  find  old 
ones  that  will  ftand  firmly  upon  out  ground- 
W.ork  after  having  a  little  fmoothed  their  bot- 
loms,   and  flruck  off  the  tottering  flilis  upon 
wbach  they  had  been  aukwardly  hoiAcd  befone. 
nrhis  is  what  I  have  all  along  been  more  defiroos 
of  doing,  than  of  drawing  conclufions  entirely 
my  own,  having  fo  much  deference  for  thfc  gc^ 
;ner^l  opinions  of  mankind^  as  to  prefunie  them 
juft  if  ihey  could  be  deared  from  the  mifcon* 
flru^ions,  colourings  and  excrefcencics  which 
naakethem  appear  to  refl  upon  afalfe  foundation. 
fi.  For  the  manner  of  handling  my  fubjedls 
I  fhall  need  great  allowances  and  for  thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  make  none^  I  fhall  be  bef(  picafed 
if  they  ihould  happen  to  difagrce  among  them- 
selves in  the  particular  fpots  they  condemn:  for 
-OB  I  have  had  different  per  Ions  in  view  it  wa« 
ixrr^l^'^lc  to  hit  thetafte  of  every  one,  it  will 
be  ^  ^  :  luck  it  he  finds  fomething  fuiting  it  in 
places  that  others  diflike.     Some  may  think  me 
too  light  and  ^hers  too  profound,  or  perhaps 
find  me  guilty  o£  both  extremes  at  different 
limes:  b'      *     ■  will  pleafe  to  diH'         ^  when 
the  ^'*!>  ^^  yj^j^r^.,;j..^j..  ^^  ^,-  ^  ^^ 

mv  J  fiibter  rn  on* 


my 
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my  .account ;  and  najpraTcrlberdie^lcvidsCtMl 
iiiigttlarities  of  thougbc  to  a  ddtceiaf  fnrnwM| 
abftrufe  matters^  ami;^ft0dBribgtbc!DLj^^ 
inaiHac  images  not  always  cl 
sftaodtfrd^  for  wantof  perfeft 
modero  delicacy.  \-         .  V.nr  :-;.  i 

7  For  i  live  a  good  deal  retired  witM^^itpM 
Itttk  cbnveriant  witb  -  political  «r  «ilM^ 
forimances  of  general'doirenc^  imi^t%hsfmKtk 
{)»triMs, .  fo  perhaps  faaVe  talbeft  ^coof'  fttM^ 
iinduccfrom  the  exceptionable  parte  in  thrll^ 
cients,  among  whom  1  find  Plato:  mibgtirig'llV 
jhumourand  coarfc  obje&s  amongtheiHoft]fiMili 
fubj<^»  and  Homer  comparing  AjaiT'MMM 
drubbed  by  boys»  -.Agamemnon  'ta  a4MilMii 
malting  Hdcn  .call  .herfelf  iJoopodenr 
«jbich<niay  have  led  me  to  trBo4sct&>' 
^dern  rules  of  elegance:  and  decoram» 
hope  in  no  inftance  fo  grofsly  at  theilaft 
example.  Repetitions  and  mifplactngivMil 
there  are  feveral,  for  being  more  folliciiaiitfl 
the  fubflance  than  the  form,  if  any  cleaAlHAi 
planation  or  further  application  occuinil-l|il 
bad  been  made  before,  it  feemed  more  ^mifffk 
ble  to  refume  an  article  already  difpatcbed^-^riiik 
pniit  any  thing  material,  or  lofc  a  uie  it  wdlfti 
pable  of  being  turned  to.  •   -f&  4M 

If  propriety  of  didtion  and  harmotifof^iMP 
pofition  have  fuffered  in  many  placMi  lif^^'IK 
period  has  like  a  wounded  fnake  draggdftifiMiB 
length  along,  it  has  not  been  throi^  in 

tibl 
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but  an  unwUlingnefs  to  cortail  the  fenfe  for 

fake  of  mcafurc  ;  and  though  Horace  diredr 

fend  back  the  ill-rurned  line  to  the  anvil,  I 

lvc  found  the  firft  working  too  laborious  to 

vc  me  ftrength  for  a  fecond  hamnriering,  yet  I 
probably  go  through  a  flight  revifal  to  re- 
ouch  lome  few  parts  where  it  \%  moft  wanted. 

have  endeavoured  to  be  induflrious  but  not 
>rofound,  thinking  it  a  lefs  fault  for  the  hoffe 
II  be  a  Utile  too  metdcfome  than  jadifli :  there* 
HOfe  after  carefully  confidcring  my  fubftanee, 
have  chofen  to  follow  inr>pulfe  raiher  than  rule 
o  the  difpofttioD  and  cloathing,  yet  keeping  the 
cetn  in  my  hands  to  check  it  upon  occallon  for 
ivhich  my  own  word  muft  ncceflarily  be  taken, 
jccaufc  nobody  elfe  can  know  in  what  inftances 

have  reftraincd  its  fcampe rings.  And  I  have 
jcncrally  obferved  that  product  ions  which  were 
pore  the  growth  of  nature  than  of  art,  have 
se«n  better  received  than  tbofe  which  proceeded 
wnh  a  fcrupulous  unvaried  exadnefs :  for  men 
lavc  fuch  an  indolence  of  temper  they  wane 
bmcthing  continually  to  awaken  ic,  and  will 
Balily  pardon  negligencies  fpringing  fromaclofe 
attention  to  thai  view.  Nor  may  thcfc  prove 
unferviccable  to  attract  the  notice  of  fuch  as 
have  quicker  eyes  and  better  memories  for  a 
blemilh  than  a  beauty,  becaufe  while  bufy  in 
picking  cvut  the  chaiF,  they  may  chance  to  find 
dinging  thereto  a   few  grains   of  found  corn 

which 
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which  they  would  ptberwife  iWMr  •  hftvy  AMk. 

dkd  with.  r ' 

.  9.  MankkidhasbbenvAullj^fliamiftil^ 

gpd  the  volgptr^  but  I  wmU  Tatter 
them  the  cootcmplati  vt  and  the^OilFt  1 
the  word  Vulgar  is  now  beeone  «a 
of  arrogaace  ^  contenpt  tbOH^faCHcdylN 
fioceort,  having  no  relation  to  bfirbeiil  of  IMI^ 
or  w$nt  of  natural  capacity^  but  odly  of  i|rit> 
particular  expertuefs  gained  by  affiduout  epiii 
catioa  of  the  oiental  faculties.  *-^ 

Thefe  two  da^es  nnift  be.  iddreCed  in  mo 
diflferent  languages*  the  efoteric  and  the  cxot^ 
lie ;  but  their  being  a  variety  cjf  grsdaTianE  k* 
tweco,  requires  an  equal  variety  of  mixt ares  of 
the  two.  languages  to  accommodate  them  to 
every  one's  tafte*  fo  that  you  cannot  ttlk  to  t 
man  ratisfa6x)rily,  till  you  know  what  portioa 
he  has  of  the  ccuitemplative  and  of  the  popohr 
in  his  compofition,  which  you  mull  find  out  ti 
well  as  3rou  can,  for  if  he  would  tell  you,  be 
cannot,  never  knowing  himfclf  how  much 
there  is  of  the  latter.  This  variance  of  Ian- 
gusges  has  laid  me  under  confide rable  dltfiai)«»  ^ 
ties,  requiring  all  the  caution  i  could  mnfler 
up,  as  well  as  all  the  freedom  needful  lo  main- 
tain the  caufe  of  truth:  for  being  defiroat* 
of  attempting  fomething  for  the  benefit  of 
claflcSi  it  was  unavoidable  tbit  1  mi 
unintelligible  to  fome,  and  hazard 


hap.  3B.  Cmchjm.     ^pjj    l{^ 

teing  of  others  >  which  I  know  no  way  10  prc>- 

cnt  unlcfs  each  perfon  will  be  (o  kind  as  co 

isppofe  whatever  he  diflikes  was  intended  for 

oilier  people,  without  a  thought  of  perplexing 

or  offending  him* 

But  it  may  be  perceived  that  my  principal 
view,  cfpccially  in  the  former  parts  has  lain  to- 
wards the  inrelligent,  whom  I  would  not  pre- 
Tame  to  inftrud,  bat  only  to  offer  hints  which 
may  favc  them  feme  trouble  in  making  difco- 
vcries  for  thcmfclves.  Revelation  indeed  has 
begun  with  the  vulgar,  for  the  Gofpcl  was 
preached  to  the  poor,  and  we  all  know  how  the 
knowledge  imparted  by  it  has  paffcd  through 
fhc  channels  of  fuperftition  and  raonkifh  ignor- 
ance to  the  heights  we  now  are  bleffed  with. 
But  this  is  one  of  the  intricate  ways  of  Provi- 
dence cxplorable  only  by  the  all-feeing  cyc» 
bich  purblind  rnan  mud  not  pretend  to  imt* 
human  rcafon  can  only  apply  to  rcafon, 
if  her  votaries  by  carefully  contributing 
lights  can  come  to  a  conformity  upon  any 
terial  article,  they  will  want  neither  (kill 
nor  authority  to  draw  the  reft  of  the  world  after 
them. 
The  fundamental  article  I  have  aimed  efta* 
ing  i$  that  of  univerfal  charity,  ui^efervccf 
icvolcnce  or  public  fpirit,  not  confined  to  our 
n  country  alone,  but  extended  to  cvt"!^"  r^em-i 
of  the  Univerfc,  whereof  we  all  arc  .  tjs 
c  termi  are  in  every  body's  ODOuthi  at 

pri    ^ 
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principle  of  adion  exprefled  by  them  meecs 
wich  every  body's  applaufe,  probably  becau& 
the  excellence  of  it  is  fo  generally  acknowledge 
they  are  a(haaied  toaf^pear  fingcdar ;  for  it  gains 
the  foil  aflent  of  their  underiUodingp  yet  per- 
haps without  an  intimate  perfuafion  in  th^  fei>- 
fitive  faculty  of  its  real  value.  This  p  erfuaoa 
can  only  be  worked  in  the  perfons  I  am  now 
fpeaking  of  by  clear  ded«£tions  of  reafon»  evinc- 
ing that  the  good  done  to  another  is  an  advaiu 
tage  fecured  to  the  doer;  for  it  muft  be  owned 
that  each  man's  own  happinefs  is  the  fro  e  ori- 
ginal fpring  and  proper  firfl  mover  of  all  his  ac- 
tions,  fo  chat  the  profit  of  others  can  have  00 
folid  weight  with  him  in  his  contemplative 
moods,  until  (hown  conducive  to  that,  or  at 
lead  mufl  have  an  irrefiflible  weight  wbea 
once  fo  manifefted. 

Therefore  I  would  entreat  him  to  examine 
well  the  feveral  links  of  the  chain  whereby  this 
deduction  has  been  attempted :  the  nature  of 
man  conftantly  aduated  by  motives  either  of 
judgement,    inclination  of  fancy,    void  of  all 
freewill  of  indifierence  giving  a  prefierence  to 
things  which  had  none  in  his  apprehenfion  be- 
fore, yet  having  a  freedom  of  a&ion  and  choice 
to  execute  what  in  his  prefent  idea  appears  di- 
gible,  the  individuality  of  his  perceptive,  part 
rendering  it  indeftrudtible  by  all  natural  powccsi 
the  infufGciency  of  chance  and  nature  for  ficft 
caufes,   the  divine  Omnifciencc^  the  univcr&l 

plan 
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t|dant)f  Providenoe  comprehending  all  thiogy  as 
FWtU  g^Dtnd  as  partkular,  the  derivation  of 
*good  ftom  die  divbe  Bounty,  the  Attribute  of 
•Eqaicy  concerned  in  the  diftribotion  thereof* 
ifram  whence  follows  an  ezad  equality  of  for- 
ttue  compoted  upon  ballance  of  the  whole  how- 
scnrer  nncqnai  in  the  feveral  parts,  and  confc- 
i^ntly  m  univerfal  partnerfhip  wherein  every 
profit  accrues  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  and  of 
tvery  component  member ;  which  brings  home 
the  interefts  of  his  fellow  creatures  to  himfelf. 
To  which  may  be  added  as  a  corollary,  that 
the  more  general  intereft  and  the  greater  good 
always  deferves  preference  before  the  lefs,  nor 
ought  to  be  loft  for  fear  of  bringing  a  damage 
upon  one  which  will  be  over  compenfated  by 
W  produce  to  the  party  fuftaining  it,  or  to 
others :  and  that  every  benefit  or  even  prefent 
gratification  and  pleafure  procure^  for  any  in- 
dividual, not  excepting  himfelf,  if  unattended 
with  bad  confequences,  is  a  profit  made  to  the 
whole. 

10.  Yet  the  ncccffity  we  lie  under  many 
times  in  the  commerce  of  the  world  to  punifli, 
to  hurt,  to  thwart  and  contend  with  one  ano- 
ther,  and  to  maintain  our  private  interefts  in 
difiegard  or  pppofition  to  thofe  of  our  neigh- 
boor,  is  apt  to  loofen  our  attachment  to  the 
general  good ;  making  it  appear  impradicable 
and  romantic,  becaufe  finding  ourfelves  perpe- 
tually driven  into  meafures  feeming  contrary 

thereto. 
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thcfctck    But  when  we.cofifider  hotvr  modi 
the  world  would  be  the  worie  for  a  total  omiffioo 
<^  thofe  meafures,  £br  cr^ery  one-ptooeedii^  bjr 
a  fofcnefs  and  milkinefs  of  temper,  untouched 
by  injuries,  unmoved  at  ofienocs,  uncoaceracd 
for  his  private  interefts,  we  fhall  be  convincod 
that  the  pra&ice  of  them  is  no  deviation  from 
our  prixicipal  aim,  the  good  of  the  whole.    But 
fince  it  is  the  niceft  point  in  all  the  fcienoe  of 
morality  to  diftinguiih  how  far  the  impulfis 
of  affedlion,  refentmenc  and  felf^intereA  coin* 
cide  with  the  public  good»  and  when  they  en** 
damage  it,  we  (hall  do  well  to  trace  our  rei- 
ferences  thereto  continually  with  our  boft  ikiU 
and  difcernment,  examining  the  tendency  of 
our  conduft  not  only  in  its  immediate  confer 
quences,  but  likewife  in  the  influence  it  may 
have  by  example  and  fympathy  upon  die  by«- 
(landers.     By  frequent  cullom  of  doing  this 
we  may  gradually  brbg  our  common  aims  to 
become  lines  in  the  fcheme  conducing  to  our 
principle,  (hall  have  a  warrant  therefrom  to  quiet 
our  confcicnces  in  the  profecudon  of  tbem,  and 
having  thus  accommodated  it  to  daily  uie>  (hail 
never  need  to  fwerve  from  it ;   whence  will 
grow  fuch    an  habitual    attachment^    as  wiU 
readily    reftrain   any   defire   or   in»pulfe    that 
urges    apparently    to  a  departure   from   Mf 
plan. 

It  cannot  be  expelled  that  men  in  bufy  EiCf 
how  good  foever  their  talents  may  be,  but  hav« 

ing 
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ilig  other  duties    to  employ  them  in»  ihould 
fiad   leifure    or     gain   expertnefs  enough    to 
trace  their  references  fully,  and  bring  all  their 
meafures  of  condudl  into  a  uniform  fyftem  de- 
j)cndei|t  throughout  upon  the  ultimate  end,  but 
jjduft  proceed  occafionally  upon  particular  views 
and  maxio^s,  whereof  they  do  not  iee  diilindlly 
.the  foundation.     For  though   imbibed    from 
jCuAooi}  they  appear  to   need  no  foundation^ 
i)eiog  felf-fupported  by  an  inherent  certainty^ 
the  ftrangenefs  with  which  any  doubt  raif(xl 
l^gainft  them  founds  in  the  ear  giving  them  a 
cbara<3sr  of  fdf-evident  truths.     Thefe  prin- 
ciples then  feipei^ing  not  only  Religion  but  mo* 
lality,  natural  philofopby,  politics,  policenefs, 
private  prudence  and  all  the  meafures  of  condu£l, 
ibme  whereof  pafs  for  felf-evidenc  truths  in  one 
country  and  with  one  man,  but  for  felf-evidenc 
falfehoods  and  palpable  abfurditics  in  another 
country  or  with   other  men,   are  neverthelefs 
the  materials  to  be  employed  in  rendering  theory 
pra£ticable.     Therefore  if  any  man  thinks  he 
haspurfued  his  fcience  to  the  lowed  foundations 
of  experience  and  reafon,  and  formed  his  own 
fpecuiative  plan  thereupon,   let    him  condder 
0GXC9  how  far  it  is  practicable   to  bring  others 
to  co-operate  therewith ;  for  which  purpofe  he 
ttiuft  give  attention  to  the  opinions,  deOres  and 
ways  of  thinking  prevailing  among  them,  en« 
deavouriog  to  difcover  wherein  he  can  contri- 
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butCj  be  it  ever  fo  little,  towards  corredEing  or 
turning  them  to  the  general  advantage. 

But  this  advantage  requiring  abilities  as  well 
as  right  difpofition  to  promote  it,  (for  a  man  df 
great  talents  but  very  flight  regard  for  his  fel- 
low creatures  may  do  more  fervice  to  the  pob* 
lie  than  another  with  the  mod  upright  intentioDS 
but  little  capacity,)  he  will  concur  in  encoung^ 
ing  thofe  propcnfities  which  urge  men  to  im- 
prove  and  exercife  their  powers ;  for  it  is  better 
they   (hould  do  good  undefignedly,  or  upon 
private  views,  than  not  do  it  at  all.     Nor  will 
he  drive  indifcreetly  to  eradicate  all  fond  defires 
If  they  be  needful  to  counterbalance  others  more 
pernicious :  for  he  will  bear  his  ultimate'  end 
conflantly  in  view,   weigh  in  ail  his  meaforet 
what  profit  will  accrue  upon  their  whole  con- 
fequences,  and  proceed  with  a  judicious  moral 
policy,    and  fometimes  praftife  honeft  artifice. 
But  the  better  to  fucceed  herein  he  cannot  be 
too  careful  to  clear  himfclf  from  every  fibre  of 
that  evil  weed  the  defire  of  excelling,  which 
would  unavoidably  make  him  conceited,  opi- 
nionative  and  felfifh,  fond  of  things  new  and 
extraordinary,  negligent  of  fmall  fervices,  a/pir- 
ing  to  be  the  leader  of  a  fe6l,  and  more  follicitoas 
to  maintain  a  point  than  difcover  a  ufe  to  be 
drawn  from  his  obfervations.     Neverthelefs  if 
the  whole  reafon  of  things  together  with  all  its 
connexions  cannot  be  laid  open  to  the  bufy,  yet 
they  might  be  led  into  a  compendium  of  it 

containing 


Dhapw  J 

containing  the  principal  links;  fome  whereof^ 
fuch  as  the  Being  of  a  God,  the  creation  of 
fiibftances,  the  fuperintendcocy  of  Providence, 
Ihe  fpirituality  and  unperiftiablenefs  of  tbc  loul 
arc  now  become  popular  tenets,  though  in  an- 
cient days  the  fubjcft  of  difputes  and  pixilofo^ 
ibical  enquiries. 

And  a  general  humanity  and  benevolence  of 
mind  is  fo  ^ar  a  popular  do^riue  too,  as  that 
nobody  will  deny  its  obligation  and  commend- 
iblenefs,  yet  1  fear  without  an  innmaie  per- 
fuailon  of  the  truch  they  acknowledge  with 
lictr  mouths,  owing  1  prefamc  to  the  injudi- 
tioos  prafticc  of  teaching  Rehgion  and  moraUry 
as  a  diftinCt  fcicncc  from  that  of  common  life, 
which  is  indeed  a  branch  of  the  other,  and  de- 
fisrves  a  diligent  endeavour  to  explain  in  what 
manner  it  grows  therefrom.  For  he  that  takes 
I  proper  care  of  his  private  interefts  and  a  pro- 
)cr  notice  of  injuries  or  offences,  afts  thercia 
ar  the  public  good,  becaufe  it  is  better  for  the 
If  or  Id  that  men  in  general  ihould  do  (o^  than 
hat  they  Ihould  omit  it.  For  though  tlic  in* 
crcfts  of  our  greater  Aion,  commonly  called 
he  blift  of  heaven,  be  defervedly  the  ultinute 
tim  of  all  our  fchemes,  yet  wc  cannot  difcovcir 
ktier  by  anatomy,  or  politics,  or  natural 
jbilofophy,  or  any  other  human  ^^  ''^'^-^  hy^ 
irhat  methods  lo  attain  it;  but   t  J 

lappincfs  of  our  fellow  crcatur 
cfulting  to  one  or  more  c 
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actions,  is  the  mark  which  God  has  given  us 
as  well  by  his  light  of  nature  as  of  Revdatioo, 
for  our  fure  diredfcion  thereta  Therefore  if 
men  of  thought  would  join  the  knowledge  of 
the  world  to  their  abftrad  fcience,  and  oUerve 
what  reference  the  common  tranfiidions  and 
even  amufements  of  life  may  bear  to  the  general 
goody  they  might  remove  that  objedion  againft 
the  pofHbilicy  of  adting  fteadily  upon  this  mo^ 
five,  which  fiarts  up  in  peoples  minds  whea 
they  cry,  We  muft  take  a  prudent  care  of 
ourfelvesi  we  muft  fometimes  concradid,  op- 
pofe,  do  hurt  and  difpleafure  to  one  another  r 
for  they  might  fhow  that  whenever  thofe  things 
muft  bedone,  they  tend  to  encreafe  the  comuKM) 
flock  of  happincfs,  and  whenever  they  have 
apparently  a  contrary  tendency,  there  is  no 
Muft  in  the  cafe,  but  they  may  and  ought  to 
be  forborn. 

I  do  not  fuppofe  the  whole  line  of  this  ten- 
dency can  be  made  vifible  to  every  common  eye, 
but  the  principal  parts  might,  and  the  conaec- 
tion  wanting  between  would  be  fupplied  by  the 
authority  of  the  perfons  tracing  it  if  unanimous 
in  their  drawings,  fo  that  a  principle  of  univcr- 
fal  charity  would  be  generally  efteemed  the 
higheft  prudence,  which,  as  I  have  feveral  times 
faid  before,  muft  in  time  rcftore  a  paradife  upon 
earth :  miftakes  might  be  made  at  firft,  but  ex- 
perience and  the  mutual  endeavours  of  all  10 
af&ft  each  other  in  improving  upon  it^  wouH 

corrtft 
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corre£t  theni^  It  would  be  too  fangulnc  to 
hope  this  can  ever  take  efFe<5t  coaipleatly  while 
the  prcfent  fublunary  form  of  human  nature 
continues,  yet  this  is  the  point  whereto  all  our 
aiais  ought  to  be  diredcd  with  difcretion,  and 
calm  perfevcrance  rather  than  eager  zeal :  the 
more  hands  concur  in  the  work,  the  quicker 
advances  will  be  made^  and  every  Ikcle  ap. 
proach  will  yield  its  proportionable  advan- 
tage. 

For  the  buGnefs  of  life  fcems  to  lie  in  ex- 
^mding  and  enlarging  our  views :  while  children 
Pk  care  only  for  ourfclves  and  the  prelent  mi- 
nute, in  a  little  time  our  concern  reaches  to  cho 
next  hour  or  the  next  day  and  to  the  perfons 

tout  us,  in   youth   we  look  forward  to  the 
^fures  of  fome  years  before  us  and  take  part 
the  iuccefles  of  our  friends  or  acquaintance, 
jen  arrived  to  full  manhood   we  deem  our- 
"i^iVes  io  fome  fliape  or  other  public  perfons, 
id  entertain  profpeds  of  family,   fortune  or 
le:  but  thefe   arc  flill  delufive  or  narrow 
^ws,  nor  is  the  heart  opened  to  itsjuft  dimen- 
kns  unkfs  by  a  univerfal  charity,  prompting 
every  fervice  of  our  fellow  creatures  that  op- 
^rtunity   fhall  make  prafticable,   whereby  to 
re  10  us  and  them  a  happy  eflablilbmcnt 
ages  to  come, 
,11.  But  though  I  have  had  the  fpecuIatV^ 
jiicfly  in  mine  eye,   my  view  has  not  been 
cm  alone,    but  bcddes  the  eh 

M  h  3  f^ 
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forming  a  regular  fyftem  "for  their  accommoda- 
tion, I  have  endeavoared  to  lay  open  the  fen- 
fiitivo-rational  conftitatbn  -of  human  nature, 
by  the  ftudy  of  which  they  flwy  learn  to  apply 
their  knowledge  to  the  fetvioe  of  fuch  as  winr 
either  capacity  or  leifure  to  tn'akc  the  full  ufcot 
their  own  reafon ;  and  have  given  fpcctmcufi  rf 
ihe  manner  wherein  fome  of  the  popular  doc- 
trines may  be  founded^  explained,  and  enforc* 
cd  upon  our  theory.  For  it  fecms  too  narreir 
a  vulgarity  in  thofe  who  value  ihemfelves  open 
being  raifed.  above  thcf  vulgar,  to  defpifc  every 
old  woman  that  thrums  over  good  boohs  all 
d4y»  and  groans  for  her  fins,  becaufc  {he  does 
not  underfland  Latin  and  has  no  in  te re  ft  in  iho 
county :  my  notion  is  apparent  enough  by  tbk 
time  concerning  the  intrinfic  equality  of  ibd 
fpiritujil  individuals,  their  dtfierences  proccedia| 
from  the  ftrufture,  and  fitting  up  of  the 
tations  wherein  they  arc  lodged,  therefore 
regard  none  of  my  fellow  creatu  res  as  beloi 
notice*  Perhaps  the  learned  reader  will  n! 
this  oddity,  if  he  thinks  it  one,  as  an  excufc 
for  fome  fe6iions  up  and  down  which  were  de- 
figned  for  the  old  lady:  as  1  hope  the  hat^ 
will  admit  the  like  excufe  upon  the  merit  of 
thofe  fedions  for  what  (he  tinds  ftran^, 
latitudinarian  elfewhere,  believing  me  a 
ititentioned  body,  but  a  little  bewilder* 
dealing  too  much  among  heathen  aotfa 
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But  one  maft  run  hazards  of  difgufting  fome 
in  endeavouring  to  accommodate  others;  for 
all  ezpe6^  to  have  their  own  occaiions  folely 
confulted,    and  whoever  does  othcrwife  they 
cenfure,  the  wife  pronouncing  him  a  weak,  and  ' 
the  fimple  a  bad  man.     This  danger  was  un- 
avoidable in  the  profecution  of  my  defign,  for 
I  wanted  to  bring  both  clafles  to  be  more  fociablc 
and  mutually  helpful  to  one  another,  by  making 
the  one  a  little  more   fympathizing,  and  the 
other  a  little  more  rational.     My  apprehenfions 
of  blame  are  greateft  from  the  latter  clafs,  as 
abounding  more  in  abfolute  certainty  and  felf* 
evident  truths,  and  confequently  of  a  lefs  for- 
giving temper,  becaufe  every  queftioning  of  a 
felf^evident  truth  can  proceed  from  nothing  but 
wilful   wickcdnefs:  and  I  know  not  whether 
they  may  not  be  known  by  this  charafteriftic, 
or  whether  how  well  foever  a  man  may  under^ 
ftand  Latin  and  Greek,  or  how  deeply  foever  be 
read  in  CoIIins's  heraldry  or  the  Parliamentary 
journals,  yet  if  he  be  pofitive  in  his  conceptions, 
and  look  with  a  contemptuous  ftrangenefs  upon 
every  thing  that  does  not  exactly  tally  with  them, 
this  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  a  fure  mark   that 
thcfenficive  part  is  predominant  over  the  rational 
in  his  compofition. 

But  though  defirous  of  keeping  upon  good 

ttrms  with  every  body,    I  am  lefs  follicitous  of 

the  two  to  fave  my  own  credit  than  to  avoid 

^oing   re^l  hurt   to  any:  I  have  ufed   all  the 

H  h  4  cautioni 
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Caution  in  my  power  when  handUing  of  tiddifli 
fub]e£ts,  and  if  I  have  traofgreflbd  the  boonds 
of  difcretion  in  fome  material  point,  the  candid 
reader  may  pleafe  to  know  that  my  coaveriation 
for  fome  years  paft  hgB  fallen  among  petibns 
who  had  other  ways  of  employing  their 
thoughts  than  tbofe  I  have  travelled,  fo  was 
forced  to  break  through  the  briars  of  abftraq- 
tion  by  myfelf,  without  company  or  affiftance 
on  my  journey ;  therefore  he  will  coniider  me 
as  inopem  confilii,  deftitute  of  advice,  and  grant 
jme  the  fame  indulgence  which  the  law-courts 
upon  the  like  confideration  allow  to  a  Wfll, 
.wherein  they  endeavour  to  dilcover  the  tcftator's 
intention  without  iu&fting  upon  a  legal  nicety 
of  form  or  expreflion :  fo  he  will  judge  upon 
the  fpirit  rather  than  the  letter,  and  upon  the 
Jine  of  view  followed  upon  every  particular 
occafion,  than  accidental  flips  made  for  want 
of  better  eyes  or  feafonable  admonition. 

I  wi(hed  to  have  imparted  my  thoughts  tq 
differenc  perfons  feparately,  but  this  was  im- 
pofliblc  in  a  written  treatife  where  the  reader 
choofes  his  book,  not  the  author  his  readers,  I 
ihould  then  have  paid  a  due  refpe(5t  to  the 
felf-evident  truths  which  fome  dilcern  by  tlie 
eye  of  faith,  and  others  by  the  moral  fenfe, 
which  two  organs  fometimes  difcover  abfolutc 
certainties  contradidlory  to  each  other.  The 
former  may  take  fcandal  at  my  afcribing  too 
piuch  to  pature^  as  derogating  from  the  divioe 

domicion 
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dominioo^  and  the  kcter  at  my  iuppoTltng  ^ 

credibuiUcy  of  immediate  inierpofitioaai  as  imh 
.plyiDg  a  want  o£  ikiU  in  the  Ma)cer  to  coN^ 
ilriid  his  work  perfed  without  needing  to  he 
perpetually  redified  by  his  own  hand.  But 
my  idea  of  nature  is  not  that  of  a  diftitid: 
independent  agent  or  power,  but  a  tifliio  of 
fecond  caufes  fet  at  work  by  God  with  Cets- 
tatn  foreknowledge  and  intention  of  every  uEiinttte 
cfie6tthey  ihould  produce:  therefore  I  cannot 
be  charged  with  impiety  for  attributing  loo 
largely  to  nature,  or  evan  fuppofing  the  rcf 
wards  and  punifiiments  of  another  life  efiefi:6dl 
by  natural  caufes,  becaufe  by  giving  to  nature 
I  take  nothing  from  God,  every  operation  (he 
performs  being  his  adt,  as  truly  as  if  done  by 
a  dired  exertion  of  his  Omnipotence. 

And  if  there  havebeen^mmediate  interpo-* 
fitions  among  mankind,  I  do  notjbonceive  them 
employed  for  correction  of  defedls  or  over* 
£ghts  in  the  original  plan,  but  interwoven 
thereinto  on  the  firfl:  fbraiacion,  for  manifefta« 
cion  of  the  divine  agency  to  the  creatures, 
leaft  by  conftant  attention  to  nature  alone, 
they  (hould  forget  there  was  a  fuperior  power 
cftabliQiing  her  laws,  and  giving  the  firft  mo- 
tion to  all  her  courfcs.  So  likewife  if  there  be 
a  written  word,  rhy  conceptions  of  the  Al- 
mighty reprefent  him  as  confiftent  and  uniform 
throughout  in  all  his  difpenfaiions,  therefore 
his  word  cannot  be  new  laws  repealing  ^ny 
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.of  thofe  promnlgated  by  the  ▼oke  di  reafon, 
Imt  contains  only  faggeftions  leading  to  the 
difcovery  of  fecrets  in  nature  we  fhoold  never 
have  hit  up:>n  withoot  that  aid  ;  which  when 
traced  down  to  their  fonndations  become  parts 
of  oor  natural  phiJorophy,  taking  that  fcienoo 
in  i(S  largeft  laticude  extending  beyond  what  is 
ftilcd  [Jiyfiology,  to  the  laws  of  nature  re- 
fpeding  the  invifible  world,  of  which  we  can 
have  no  other  knowledge  than  what  can  be 
gathered  from  contemplation  of  the  charader, 
and  obfervacion  upon  the  ways  of  their  foun- 
der. 

12.  The  generality  of  mankind  how  acute 
focvcr  their  optics  may  be,  rarely  have  them 
fet  either  for  microlcopic  or  telefcopic  obferva- 
tions,  their  neceiTary  commerce  in  the  world 
confining  them  within  certain  dimcnfions  con- 
venient for  common  ufe,  beyond  which  cora- 
pafs  they  can  fee  no  objeds  greater  or  linaiicr 
than  the  familiar  (izes.  This  gives  a  flrangenefs 
to  all  difcourfe  upon  a  plan  of  univerfal  nature, 
a  feries  of  caufes  running  immeafurable  lengths, 
the  connexion  of  interefts,  the  foundation  of 
]uftice  upon  expedience,  and  an  equality  worked 
by  the  balance  between  a  diverfity  of  ftates  in 
fome  immenfe  period  :  as  on  the  other  hand 
it  creates  a  difficulty  of  analyzing  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  compounds,  of  ad:ion  and 
operation,  which  are  apprehended  in  the  grols, 
of  difcerning  the  latent   and   fudden  motives 

ncceflary 
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fary  to  be  kfiown  for  a  thorough  infighc 
baman  nature,  and  noting  the  variations  of 
lagc  according  to  the  feveral  occafions 
eon  it  is  ufed. 

aice  fpring  the  difficulties  upon  free-will 
he  dottiinion  of  Providence,  the  felf-moving 
rs  of  nature,  the  idea  of  chance  as  aa 
,  the  propeniity  for  having  recourfe  to 
ipotence  without  intervention  of  fecond 
5,  the  intrinfic  goodnefs  of  redlicade  and 
:  without  relation  to  confequcnces,  and 
ifcd  notion  of  the  foul  as  being  purely 
lal  yet  poflTeiring  powers  which  cannot 
\  without  material  inftruments.  Hence 
ifc  the  diverfiiy  of  dialedts  diftinguifhing 
into  efoteric  and  exoteric,  wherein  feveral 
$  carry  different  and  fometimes  oppoGtc* 
!,  fuch  as  pleafure,  intereft,  fubftance, 
1^  individual,  divine  agency,  Providence, 
Plbany  others;  fo  that  the  famecxpreffion* 
contain  found  orthodoxy  in  one  perfon's 
^henfion,  and  greatly  fcandalize  others;,  and 

Ky  any  real  variance  in  their  opinions, 
riieir  varioufly  underftanding  the  terms 
ris  couched.  Thus  follow  pleafure, 
:onfult  your  own  intcrcft,  arc  fundamental 
in  the  efoteric  code,  whereon  all  the  ob!l- 
is  of  Relrgtoa,     morality  ami 

» warily   iupported,   bt 
fatal  to  fuch  a^  " 
»ei  becaufe  witl)  then,  j  il^h 
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the  tit  two  great  deceivers  we  maft  warn  men 
tgunft,  as  continually  leading  them  aftray; 
for  thoie  terms  in  the  former  cafe  denote  the 
whole  fum  of  fatisfa^ions  confeqpenc  npon  a 
neafare  under  our  option,  in  tfa^  latter  they 
fignify  the  prefent  gratiBcatioq  of  fome  defire 
ftarting  uf^permoft  in  the  fancy. 

So  likewife  it  is  a  maxim  holding  invariably 
true.  That  the  end  fan6lifies  the  means  s  but 
then  this  is  to  be  underftood  only  of  the  ultimate 
end  when  clearly  difcerned^  and  the  road  there- 
to  apparent  beyond  all  hazard  of  a  miftake : 
yet  it  would  make  wild  work  anfK)ng  the  gene- 
rality, who  zGL  always  under  fubordinate  ends, 
many  times  palmed  upon  them  without  their 
knowing  ic  by  ibme  fecret  padion,  if  tliey  were 
allowed  to  purfue  their  end  by  any  means  what«^ 
ever  good  or  bad.  For  ihis  reafon  I  am  a 
little  in  pain  about  inconveniences  from  my 
doctrine  of  the  Vehicles  and  mundane  SouL 
for  though  I  do  not  know  that  thofe  hypothcfcs 
tend  to  invalidate  any  one  article  of  Religion 
or  morality,  not  even  the  eternity  of  punifliment, 
underftanding  that  term  by  the  popular  idiom, 
yec  there  is  a  hazard  that  fome  folks,  ca- 
pable of  apprehending  nothing  unlefs  by  knfi- 
ble  images,  if  once  perfuaded  the  room  is  full 
of  mundane  fpirits  with  fome  departed  fouls 
intermixed,  may  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
fancy  they  fee  them  whifk  to  and  fro,  or  fed 
them  in  their  infides,  or   hear  them  buzzing 

abouc 
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ibout  thetr  cars,  or  perceive  fomc  operation 
jcrformed  by  them:  bat  I  muft  dcCrc  fach 
|)eople  not  10  charge  their  fupcrftitious  notions 
It  my  door,  for  in  my  idea  of  fpi ritual  fub* 
f^— f-s  they  are  not  the  objefl  of  any  fcnfc,  and 
L.1  ,^li  I  have  fuppofcd  chem  concerned  as  firft 
movers  in  the  operations  of  matter,  they  aft 
therein  as  inftruments  in  fteady  conformity  la 
the  Will  of  God,  with  clear  underftao^ing  of 
his  great  and  gracious  defign,  and  the  propriety 
of  their  fcveral  parts  for  carrying  on  the  courfca 
of  nature  marked  out  in  his  plan  of  Providence, 
Bor  are  they  liable  to  any  of  thdfe  vagaries  or 
irregularities  too  continually  praftifed  by  ottt- 
fclvcs.  And  for  the  Vehicular  gentry  if  we 
have  any  of  them  in  our  company,  their  mi* 
noicnefs  is  fuch  that  we  can  have  no  intercourfc 
^vith  them  whatever,  nor  fee  them  with  all  our 
Hpining  any  more  than  we  can  the  corpufculct 
OT  air,  whereof  neverthele&  we  know  the  room 
is  fulL 

It  was  lucky  I  happened  to  efeape  the  notioii 

Ipre-exiftence,  for  though  I  have  (bowQ 
bn  fcveral  occafions  how  that  whimfy  may 
[turned  to  excellent  advantages,  yec  it  might 
ve  fct  fome  fanciful  people  a  dreaming,  thai 
they  converfed  with  the  unborn  in  their  flecp, 
l^had  fccncs  re^ncwed  of  occorreocies  pafling 
|Hh  ihem  ioa :  ..^>  date,  or  perhaps  they 
igh:  ^m|^f|^|tf^nly  foible  reimtn- 

:cci,  who   ima^ned^ 
tfaac 
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t&at  when  a  man,  afcer  porlog  over  a  nuilte- 
biatical  demonftratlon^  happens  at  once  to  dif^ 
iccffl  the  force  of  it,  this  was  a  rcminifcence  or 
teolIe£lioii  of  a  truth  familiarly  known  to  him 
a  hundred  y»F8  before  \  juft  as  if  you  had  an 
intimate  friend  gone  to  the  Eaft  Indies^  aiui 
irfter  twenty  yc^irs  ab  fence  you  fee  foraebody 
yoa  think  .you  liave  feen  before^  but  don*t  know, 
where,  tillupon  examining  his  features  carefiiUy 
yba  feel  a  fudden  joy  upon  recoUefting  it  is  yottt 

.  pld  acquaintance* 

Butthefcienti£c  fyllem  in  general  is  fay  no 
isieans  convenient  for  common  nfe,  ic  ferves  ofll|f 
to  redify  the^  ordinary  roles  whereby  we  mill 
ad)  to  reftrain  their  extravagancies,  to  determino 
between  th^ir  variances  where  they  appear  10 
dafli,  and  tcpirevent  their  being  mifippreheiirl* 
1^  or  miiapplied*    For  how  can  the  arti&ri 
bow  can  the  man  of  bufincfs,  deduce  his  mth 
fures  of  conduct  from  the   general  good  of 
the  univerfe,  firft  parcing  It  into  two  prindpd 
branches,  prudence  and  benevolence,  and  fr^ 
thence  drawipg  out  the  particular  twigs  (m 
to  his  own  occafions  ?  or  how  tell  in  what 
ner  his  contentions  and  caution  in  bargain^' 
conducive  thereto?   therefore  he   muft  foU 
the  duties  of  his    profeOion,   and  maium 
private  prudence  or  felf-dcfence,  as  firft 
ciples.     And  he   may  anfwer  the   end 

.  vocation  thereby,    as  well  as  men 
pepetration :  for  the  purpofe  for  wilicl] 
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e  was  gire.i  us,  as  obfored  above,  (eecns 
:  for  iireDgthcDiog  judgement  by  cxercii^ 
opp^fiuoQ  to  appetite,  therefore  not  he 
hks  the  moil  piercing  judgement,  but  he 
snakes  the  bell  ufe  of  fuch  judgement  as 
ai,  is  the  better  man;  but  (Irength  if 
d  more  by  the  ftruggle  than  by  the  vi£lorj, 
vhen  oppoiition  ceaies,  judgement  grows 
in  appecire,  and  we  adt  under  it  by  habit 
ipuli'e  without  aid  of  the  rational  faculties: 
fore  whoever  adheres  fleadily  to  any  rules 
h  have  the  approbation  of  his  judgement 
[  the  bed  evidences  he  can  obtain,  pcrionBS 
arc  compleatly  fo  far  as  relates  10  his  osm 
[   in  the  execution. 

It  fince  there  are  variom  offices  amoDg 
dnd  contributing  to   the  ierTJoe  cpf  )ht 

[e,  various  talents  diftriboted,  and  flsikm 
led  rcfpcftivcly  fniuble  thereto,  farot  bc?r»jj 
ified  to  examiDe  the  propriety  ar»d  general 
dience  cf  meafurcs  which  cirfcrrj  caji  OTiJy 
jtc,  the  fcTCKT  ought  ts>  cx/rfider  them- 
;  as  pcrfsn*  i^^^ctd  tfon  a  -pri^nrjrA'jrj  fyr 
of  oibcTi,  r/z  ii  a  pccoJiar  ^-mhz^  t'l 
ifelvcs,  to  ir,i'<e  ^/sgrri^i  to  !/>.eir  ftL^rrsi 
«r,  warn:r.5  :>-en?>  igiir.ft  it'''.t:'r./r.y  f:ym 
:  thrsr  c::ctr-i  'o  >c  tr/i  :r'.:^:  -liirim^j*. 
c  of  p-r.'^.: :  rr.t  :^:  -  :.y  to  fv*  -V'^r/K/n 

X)cccd  bv  ~a-i  -^:  fvtvl.y  4-r».OM.fi'iri  ^  I 
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that  when  a  man,  after  poring  over  a  oultht* 
matical  demonftration,  hsippens  at  once  to  dip 
cern  the  force  of  it,  this  was  a  reininifocnoe  or 
recolle£tIon  of  a  truth  familiarly  known  to  him 
a  hundred  years  before  \  juft  as  if  you  had  ai 
intimate  friend  gone  to  die  Eaft  Indies,  and 
after  twenty  years  abfence  you  fee  fomebod^ 
you  think  you  have  feen  before,  but  don't  kixffp;^ 
where,  till  upon  examining  his  features  carefiil^ 
you  feel  a  fudden  joy  upon  recolle£ting  it  is  yoQC 
dd  acquaintance. 

But  the  fcientific  fyftem  in  general  is  bf  iio 
means  convenient  for  common  nfe,  itferves  ool^ 
to  rectify  the  ordinary  rules  whereby  we  muft 
ad,  to  reftrain  their  extravagancies,  to  detenniM 
between  their  variances  where  they  appcaf  10 
daih,  and  to  prevent  their  being  mifapptthdMdiA 
cd  or  mifapplied.    For  how  can  the  artttif/ 
bow  can  the  man  of  bufinefs,  deduce  his  flMtf^ 
fures  of  condudl  from  the   general  good  if 
the  univerfe,  Hrft  parting  it  into  two  priodpi 
branches,  prudence  and  benevolence,  and  h^^ 
thence  drawing  out  the  particular  twigs  fiu^blft 
to  his  own  occalions  ?  or  how  tell  in  what  tUt^ 
ner  his  contentions  and  caution  in  bai^Dl'ili^ 
conducive  thereto?   therefore  he  nraftfoHlW 
the  duties  of  his   profeflion,   and  mazimt.'dl 
private  prudence  or  felf«defence,  as  firft  {fii»9 
ciples.     And  he   may  anfwer  the  end  of  liv 
vocation  thereby,    as  well  as  men  of  dq^lB 
penetration ;  for  the  purpofe  for  which  OQiriiW^ 

of 
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^  life  was  gi«n  us,  as  obfervcd  above,  fccrn^ 
be  for  flrcngthening  judgement  by  exerting 
in  oppofition  to  appetite,  therefore  not  he 
f^ho  has  the  mod  piercing  judgement,  bat  he 
bo  snakes  the  bed  ufe  of  fuch  judgemental 
:  haSy  i&  the  better  man;  but  flrength  ts 
lined  more  by  the  ftruggle  than  by  the  viftory, 
or  when  oppofition  ceafes,  judgement  growi 
Dto  an  appetite,  and  we  a£t  under  it  by  habi( 
impolie  without  aid  of  the  rational  faculties : 
herclore  whoever  adheres  fteadily  to  any  rules 
^hich  have  the  approbation  of  his  judgement 
pon  the  bed  evidences  he  can  obtain,  perlorms 
lis  part  compleatly  fo  far  as  relates  to  his  own 
nerit  in  the  execution. 
But  fince  there  are  various  offices  among 
ankind  contributing  to  the  fervice  of  the 
prhole,  various  talents  diRributed,  and  Nations 
{figned  rcfpedlively  fuitable  thereto,  fome  being 
ualified  to  examine  the  propriety  and  general 
xpedience  of  meafures  which  others  can  only 
xecute,  the  former  ought  to  confider  them* 
Ives  as  perfons  placed  upon  a  promontory  for 
*akc  of  others,  not  as  a  peculiar  privilege  to 
:hcmfelves^  to  make  fignals  to  their  fellow's 
jelow,  warning  them  againft  deviations  from 
;rhat  they  difcern  to  be  the  proper  ultimate 
point  of  purfuit:  not  ftriving  to  force  attenlioa 
ivith  a  dilative  authority,  but  choofing  rather 
;6  proceed  by  ways  of  friendly  admonition  and 

gentle 
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gentle  perfuafion^  adapted  to  tli^  charader  ol* 
thofe  on  whom  they  wottld  prevail. 

13.  I  have  taken  pain^  to  fdggeft  plans  of 
obfcrvation  to  my  brother  centincls  for  rfie 
better  execution  of  their  office,  and  have  not 
been  wholly  ne^ig^t  to  take  my  part  among 
them  by  gtvkig  notices  to  fuch  of  the  vaveHefi 
below,  as  are  willing  to  receive  them :  hot 
thofe  pains  have  coft  me  fo  many  weary  horns, 
they  fecm  to  need  an  apology  with  the  world 
for  undergoing  foch  drudgery.  For  amofe'>* 
ment  is  fo  much  thonght  the  fole  bufinefi  and 
obligation  of  one  who  is  not  driven  fit)m  it  by 
neceffity  or  the  duties  of  a  profbffion,  that  all 
voluntary  labour  or  abridging  onefelf  of  divcr- 
fions  m  one*s  power,  appears  an  oddity  and 
ftrangenefs^  and  by  that  mark  muft  needs  be  ielf* 
evidently  wrong. 

Yet  I  think  there  is  one  exception  againft  this 
rule  in  the  cafe  of  felf  intereft;  a  roan  may 
conftrain  himfelf  in  his  pleafures  for  the  fake 
of  raifing  an  immenfe  fortune,  or  getting  a  place 
among  the  miniftry,  or  a  title,  or  for  eftablifli- 
ingan  influence  in  the  country,  without  impu- 
tation of  folly  or  being  thought  a  ftrange  crea- 
ture.    This  exception  I  may  claim  the  benefit 
of,  being  in  principle  one  of  the  moft  felfilh 
mortals  upon  eanh :  not  but  that  to  my  fliamc 
it  muft  be  owned,  I  daily  fwervc  in  my  con- 
duift  from  this  unerring  guide,  but  then  it  is  up- 
on being  taken  by  furprize,  obfcurcd  by  the 

darknefs 
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darknefs  of  my  optics,  hurried  by  fome  impe« 
tuous  or  beguiled  by  fome  fly  paffion,  or  driven 
by  the  torrent  of  the  world ;  but  in  my  con« 
templative  moods,  when  having  the  beft  ufe  of 
my  underftanding,  felf  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all 
my  fchemes ;  and  this  work  bebg  the  produce 
of  my  oxifiderate  tranquil  hours,  it  may  be  ad- 
mitted, that  I  was  actuated  all  along  therein  by 
the  fame  laudable  motive.     But  it  will  be  alked 
what  private  advantage  I  can  propofe  by  taking 
a  courfe  which  lies  neither  in  the  road  to  profits 
nor  honours,  nor  popularity,  nor  can  be  ex- 
peAed  to  draw  notice*  enough  for  gaining  an 
empty  reputation.     Thefe  obje6ts  indeed  I  had 
not  in  profpedt  not  even  the  lad  of  them,  for 
the  world  admire  what  they  love,  and  love  what 
gratifies  their  humours,  not  what  aims  at  cor- 
recting them :  co-incidence  with  a  popular  pad 
fion  will  make  a  fingle  line  of  half-ftarved  fpi« 
ders  fed  on  half-ftarved  flies,  outfliine  all  the 
fublime  of  Homer  and  Milton,  and  obtain  a 
currency  almofl:  equal  with  the   Bible;    bu^ 
though  I  have  ranked  compliance  among  the 
virtues,  lam  unluckily  ill  qualified  for  a  fervile 
compliance  either  with  court  or  common  coun* 
dl.     Befides  fuppofing  the  mofl:  that  can  be 
fuppofed,  performances  of  the  kind  I  prefent,  if 
they  make  their  way  in  the  world  at  all,  do  it 
by  very  flow  degrees,  being  firft  regarded  only 
by  a  few,  until  by  them  recommended  to  pub« 
lie  notice }  fo  that  I  cannot  hope  to  reap  a  be« 
li  nefic 
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ncfit  therefrom,  for  a  few  years  will  enrol  me 
among  the  Vehicles,  where  if  I  (hould  know 
any  thing  of  what  paflcs  here  below  1  (hall 
probably  retain  as  little  relifh  for  the  trum- 
pet of  earthly  fame,  as  I  do  now  for  the  ap- 
plaufes  bellowed  in  my  childhood  upon  having 
made  a  pretty  bow,  or  repeated  currently  the 
iuble  of  the  frog  and  nMufe. 
,  Neverthelefs  I  have  already  in  part  reaped 
feme  benefit  from  my  labours,  having  thereby 
caft  my  thoughts  into  a  more  regular  train  af- 
fording light,  wanted  before  in  fome  points  as 
well  of  fpeculation  as  of  daily  ufe,  thereby 
rendering  my  condufl  a  little  more  confident 
and  fatisfa6lofy.  Could  I  conform  my  prac. 
tice  ccmpleatly  to  my  own  dodrines,  and  turn 
all  my  conviftions  into  habitual  lively  perfua- 
fions  of  the  fenfuive  faculty,  I  fliould  be  a 
clever  fellow  and  a  happy  man  :  but  of  this  I 
fall  greatly  deficient,  yet  this  very  failure  is  not 
without  its  benefit,  as  helping  to  check  that 
noxious  weed  the  defire  of  excelling,  by  making 
me  fully  fenfible  how  little  ground  of  encourage- 
ment there  is  for  expeding  to  fucceed  in  fuch 
a  defire.  For  felf-conceit  grows  moft  copioufly 
our  of  ignorance,  as  heath,  and  brakes  do  from 
barren  fands :  the  better  a  man  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  what  is  real  excellence ;  the  more 
he  will  be  mortified  on  finding  how  far  he  falls 
fliort  of  it;  and  he  will  fometimes  difcover 
thcfe  very  lentiments  and  proceedings  to  be 

weak* 
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wcakMii>  which  ocherwiJe  he  would  Imvcbeeo 
extremely  proud  oL 

Yec  if  any  body  elie  can  make  a  better  ufc  to 
his  own  emoluoieiic  of  the  ligbis  here  ilrack 
our,  be  is  heaitUy  welcome :  I  do  oot  mean 
this  as  a  compiuBcnt.  oor  to  beg  an  applauie  of 
uncommon  difintcrcftedocis^  £ar  to  ccmfeis  the 
jhoneil  uuth  I  am  fo  thoroughly  lelfiih,  thai  I 
ihoald  hardly  coocera  myielf  much  with  whae 
happens  to  other  folic ^  ?  ^*T  A\i  cot  think  my  own 
intcrells  involved  w  :$.  For  I  have  (akeo 

ib  much  tin^re  from  my  ipecnlauoni^  as  ro 
Hand  perfoaded  of  the  general  conoe&tcQ  and 
partnerfliipthrooghootthc  r  *  11  bf 

playing  a  boieficial  branch  i^^  ^^^k^^  t.iLu  ^  part* 
ser's  hands,  I  icr?e  myiclf»  and  whatever  good 
isprocaredfor a  fellow  creamre will  redoocdupoa 
Jthe  anihor  ^  either  in  the  exoteric  langnage^  by 
.reward  annexed  to  the  declandoa  of  that  ika- 
(fence,  Jnfomach  as  ye  have  done  it  onto  the 
^(t  of  ihe&  my  brethren  ye  have  done  it  onio 
cne,  or  in  the  cfocertc,  by  proTlfiocs  ahesdy 
tnade  in  the  laws  of  DDiverlal  Naiur^  working 
lie  fame  efied  through  a  cbain  nf  rnr If  iwri re  i 
ininveAigable  by  haoun  fcicncg, 

14.  Perhaps  it  will  be  a&ed  agan,  Wlut  01  n* 
'  ^  ^^-  r^ogreis  I  expedl  l^  make  ia  ikz  ;i* 
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ble  of  the  talents,  where  it  was  the  one  talent  only 
that  was  abufcd,  for  we  may  fuppofe  the  pof- 
feflbr  of  it  argued  with  hinofelf  in  this  manner^ 
Had  I  been  entrufted  with  five  talents  there  had 
been  good  encouragement  to  have  aimed  at  ob* 
taining  the  government  of  five  cities,  bat  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  plod  with  a  fingle  talent  for 
fake  of  the  (lender  profit  that  may  be  made  of  k 
by  the  beft  management. 

But  my  idea  of  induftry  has  been  feen, 
tvherein  its  genuine  charafteriftic  appears  to  be 
an  attentivenefs  to  fmall  profits  in  default  of  op- 
portunity or  powers  for  greater  5  fo  I  am  not 
follicitous  to  meafure  the  fizeof  my  talent,  nor 
find  out  important  fervices  to  employ  it  in,  but 
to  turn  it  to  the  beft  advantage  it  is  capable  of. 
I  am  not  gifted  to  ferve  my  country  in  the  ca- 
binet or  fenate,  nor  to  declaim  in  profe  or  vcrfc 
for  the  caufe  of  liberty  without  underftanding 
or  well  confidering  what  liberty  is,  and  am  of 
too  timid  a  conftitution  to  addrefs  my  fovereign 
with  profeflions  of  inviolable  loyalty,  but  upon 
pro V lib  that  he  will  employ  fuch  minifters  as  I 
fhall  like :  therefore  to  how  little  purpofe  fo- 
cver  I  have  beftirred  myfelf,  I  know  of  no  other 
way  wherein  I  could  have  attempted  a  better. 
And  I  feem  the  fitter  for  proceeding  in  this  way 
by  my  fituation  in  life  fubje6ling  me  to  no  prior 
engagements,  which  renders  the  paflage  more 
expedite  and  open  to  me  than  to  the  clergy, 
within  whofe  province  it  might  be  thought  pro* 

perly 
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properly  to  lie  :  for  befides  that  they  are 
fufpeded  by  many  perlbns  in  all  they  Ciy  as 
coming  from  parties  interefted,  from  advo- 
cates retained  10  fupport  a  caufe  rather  than 
iricndly  monitors  or  impartial  enquirers,  they 
tare  likcwife  a  little  confined  in  their  mo- 
tions by  ihe  neceflfary  regard  to  their  profeffion 
►and  charaftcrs  for  the  fame  truths  are  and 
ought  no  more  to  be  fpoken  by  all  men,  than 
to  all  men  I  there  is  a  rcfpcft  due  to  the  au- 
dicnce,  and  a  decency  to  be  obfervcd  that  no- 
thing may  be  let  flip  UDbecoming  one's  ftation. 
This  I  conceive  Atll  retrains  them  a  little  in 
their  freedom,  notwithftanding  that  of  late  days 
they  make  frequent  excurfions,  fo  far  as  that 
commendable  regard  to  decency  and  difcretion 
will  permit,  in  the  way  of  rational  explanation^ 
the  fame  I  have  attempted  to  travel :  to  iaftancc 
particularly  in  one  article,  that  upon  the  opera* 
tioQ  and  efficacy  of  prayer,  there  feems  to  be 
fomc  ftrokes  of  fimilitude  between  my  chapter 
and  the  trcatife  of  Archdeacon  Stebbing  upon 
hat  fubject;  and  I  flatter  mylelf  the  refem- 
ilaace  would  have  been  greater,  if  either  be 
had  addrelled  to  the  ftudious,  or  I  been  to 
for  the  better  fort  in  a  country  parish. 
I  refped  to  my  own  cicpeftations  of  fuc- 
!li  from  lurs,  1  do  ooi  look  for  much 

10  be  cakea  of  them,  nor  much  fer* 
by   the        ^"    ^^'      for  want 
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ckanefi,  which  pq^wpi  mty  be  forther  ob- ' 
icorad  by  chc  defire  cl*  grattfjrfng  that  gnarf 
fcadpcfe  fiar  anuBfeoHPfc  imiiiioned  abo^:  6r 
one  is  apt  to  judge  <^ibe  rcil  of  ibe  world  bjr 
tibe  Uttle  cifde  of  one>  <>wn  acquaintancca  tui 
4m^  they  perpelRaUy  recommeiid  booka  la 
^y  pcruialt  Iiiever  hcfff  them  doit  becaoietbe 
book  «$  inftradivc^  b$it  becaufe  entcitatnta^ 
nor  do  chej  tdl  me  dit  audior  has  handled  \k 
fDb)€d  with  iblidity  apd  judgcmeai^  bot  wiih 
lph:it  tod  jfaianiicls:  U>  thb  idea  of  obl^aofll 
to  «m  at  Ijveliocfi  aiay  fometimcs  have  ofo^ 
■rhelmed  the  fubftaacc^  for  thoogh  1  have  ca* 
deaYQored  all  aloi^  to  be  ferious  without  besD| 
ibiiaan.  .and  to  keep  fbitnething  foIiJ  in  vtcv 
t!9tn  when  appeariiigmod  familiar  and  plajfi4 
UnsiUacagcmfimy  £dl  of  caking  effcai  booafe 
feiiie;»iike  childrea  to  whooi  yoti  give  a  piU  wrap^ 
pedtipina  raifin,  will  fuck  che  plamb  and  fpic  out 
the  mrdirine^  while  the  indignauoo  of  othcn 
win  rife  on  ieeing  d^emfelves  created  like  cfaiU? 
noy  by  going  to  tempt  them  with  fugar  fjamhs; 
Yet  how  litde  benefit  foever  I  can  hope  to  do 
myfd^  it  18  not  impofiiblc  but  this  ii»perfed 
attempt  may  pot  fomebodjr  or  other  upn  the 
like  method  to  ere&  a  (yilem  of  Religion  opott 
the  foundation  of  human  f^alure>  and  fucb  know^ 
ledge  of  our  Maker,  as  can  be  gaihered  from 
contemplation  of  the  world  around  ui,  taking 
diredions  from  the  facred  writings  in  what  Unei 
of  bearing  to  puriiie  his  enquiries 
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flafFe  valued  himfclf  upon  the  caufe  of  wit  in 
other  men,  fo  if  my  rude  fketches  (hould  occa- 
fion  fomc  compleater  produdlion  which  may ' 
gain  general  currency  and  do  fignal  fervice 
among  mankind  when  Search  and  his  embryo 
work  are  clean  forgotten,  I  may  flill  take  cre- 
dit for  it  in  my  own  account.  For  had  I  beeA 
able  to  dp  the  like,  thofe  to  whoni  I  was  obliged 
for  my  education,  or  by  whofe  works  I  have 
profited,  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  fhare 
in  the  produce;  and  whoever  is  remotely  inftru- 
mental  to  a  good  purpofe  though  achieved  by 
other  hands,  promotes  his  own  interefts  there- 
in. Therefore  I  (hall  conclude  with  a  wi(h  well 
becoming  a  felfiih  perfon,  which  is,  that  this 
in  any  manner  may  prove  wholefome  bread, 
which  I  c^ft  upon  the  waters,  for  I  do  not  fear 
to  find  it  again  after  many  days. 
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